
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         November 10, 2019—32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

December 3, 2019 
Proceeds will go to  
our Youth Groups! 

See page 5. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Women’s Advent by  
Candlelight  

 
December 2nd  
7:00 to 9:00 PM 

Mulhern Hall  

   LIFT EVERY VOICE 

The St. Thomas More Parish Council formed the Leadership Action  
Crisis Committee (LCAC) after revelations of abuse and failures in  
leadership came to light in 2018. Members of this committee are  
working with an interparish group through the Aquinas Center at Emory 
University to help our council connect with parishes across the diocese 
and discern the best path forward to lift our voices to the hierarchy of 
the Church as our baptism calls us all to do. In support of this mission, 
we strongly encourage each of you to also lift your voice to let the next 
Archbishop of Atlanta know what you want to see as the Catholic 
Church moves forward, united in our love of God, our faith, and each 
other.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about The Aquinas Center’s group and its mission, see 
the article in the Nov. 4th issue of The Georgia Bulletin.   
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2019/10/clip-advocating-for-better-
collaboration-between-church-leaders-laity/  

Take the survey: 

 
http://bit.ly/AquinasClipSurvey  



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., Nov 11  Michael Shikany † 
Tues., Nov 12  Dorothy Lee † 
Wed., Nov 13  Robert Gentile † 
Thurs., Nov 14  Thomas Gorry † 
Fri., Nov 15  Fernando Santos † 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Louis Herbert, Thomas Dickey and Ziad Zoghbi 
 
Please pray for those who were baptized: 
Avery Charles Slack  
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Mon., Nov. 11  Knights of Columbus Meeting—7:00 PM to 9:00 PM—Youth Room  
    
Tues., Nov. 12   Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library  
   Parish Council Meeting—7:00 PM to 9:00 PM—Parish Library  
 

Wed., Nov. 13  S Factor Day of Reflection 9:00 AM—1:30 PM—Parish Library  
   Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Church  
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
    
 Sun., Nov 10  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library  
   November Baptism Class with Fr. Tim—1:15 PM to 2:15 PM—Church  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&#
mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

This piece originally appeared in the 
November 3rd bulletin. 

Occasionally I get wind that a  
parishioner has been overheard  
wondering aloud to another  
parishioner, “What happens to the 
money I contribute in the Sunday  
collection basket?”  The implication 
may be that we are not sufficiently  
transparent regarding parish finances, or, worse, that  
parishioners’ contributions have somehow been misspent. 

Most often, however, parishioners show little or no interest 
in parish finances.  In fact, almost never does a parishioner 
contact me, Fr. Tim, Carol Palmer (our parish Business 
Manager), or one of the members of our parish Finance 
Council with a question or concern about parish finances.  
I’d like to think that if parishioners do not ask questions or 
express a concern, it is because they trust us to be good 
stewards of their contributions, and trust us to use their 
financial gifts for the well-being of the parish.  If this is the 
case, I thank you for your confidence in parish leadership.   
I truly believe that your trust is well founded.   

I assure you that we try to be fully transparent in our  
financial activities, and we are very careful with the financial 
resources you place at our disposal.  Indeed, there are a 
number of institutional checks in place to prevent  
mismanagement and to expose any attempted  
malfeasance.  For example, we have an independent parish 
Finance Council composed of eight active parishioners, 
each of whom is skilled in business, finance, or accounting.  
Among other things, the Council prepares an operating 
budget for the parish each year, conservatively (typically) 
forecasting revenues and expenses.  The Finance Council 
thereafter closely monitors parish revenue and spending 
throughout the year to see that we keep to the approved 
budget.   The Council’s meetings are open to the public, 
and the minutes of their meetings are available to any  
interested person.   

Only Fr. Tim and I are authorized to sign checks drawn on 
the parish account.   

The Archdiocese closely regulates and oversees all our  
financial activities.  For instance, the Archdiocese sets rules 
for how we count and record and deposit the Sunday  
collection, requires us to submit monthly and end-of-the-
year reports to the Archdiocesan Office of Finance, and 
subjects us to occasional independent audits.   

 

We make the parish budget available for scrutiny.  We give 
interim reports on the parish’s financial health during the 
year, and we publish an annual report of parish finances at 
the close of each fiscal year.  The report of our end-of-year 
FY19 finances is available to interested parishioners in the 
narthex of the Church.  We sent an electronic copy of this 
same report to all parishioners on our parish e-mailing list.  
The report is also available on our website:   
http://stmgaparish.org 

Highlights of that FY19 report include: 

 STM is debt-free 

 STM enjoyed a significant surplus in FY19; by parish 
policy, the surplus was deposited in parish investment 
accounts to pay for impending capital expenses and to 
create funds for social justice expenditures; 

 The surplus at the end of FY19 was largely due to  
unexpected revenue in the form of a very large rebate 
from the Archbishop’s Appeal and a very generous  
bequest; in addition, parish expenditures in FY19 were 
well below what we had budgeted; 

 STM sent approximately 25% of its revenue to pay 
Archdiocesan assessments; 

 STM continued its three-year old policy of tithing for 
social justice; 10% of parish revenue was set aside in 
FY19 to support parish social justice programs; 

 More than half of STM families contributed less than 
$500 to the parish in FY19; approximately 20% of STM 
families contributed more than $1,500 to the parish in 
FY19;  

 38% of parish revenue in FY19 came from only 4% of 
STM families. 

The first quarter report on parish finances can be found on 
page 5 of this bulletin. 

Thank you, good and generous parishioners! 

Fr. Mark 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
The second collection the weekend of November 16-17  
will be for flowers for our Christmas liturgies.  
 
The second collection the weekend of November 23-24  
supports the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD) which was founded to end the cycle of poverty in  
the US.  

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION  
Thanksgiving is right around the corner!  Make a gift in honor of 
or in memory of someone for whom you are thankful.  This  
Thanksgiving, please consider making a gift to the parish  
endowment fund in memory of or in honor of someone for 
whom you are thankful.  A gift to the parish endowment fund in 
their name will benefit the parish forever.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation:  
jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440.   

PARISH FINANCES—CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

FOR YOUR CHILDREN’S SAKE: HEALTH, MINDFULNESS, 

AND MEANING FOR FAMILIES  
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 8:30-10 AM or Sunday, Nov. 17, 1-2:30 PM  
Presented by Deborah Garrard  
 

“For Your Children’s Sake” is a discussion of mind-body-spirit  
nutrition with Eating Psychology Coach and founder of Bee Well 
Serve Well, Deborah Garrard.  
 

Using the tools of Mind-Body Nutrition and Dynamic Eating Psy-
chology, this session will explore the possibilities of renewed health, 
energy and wellness – WHOLE-ness of mind-body-spirit. With certifi-
cation in Whole Foods Plant Based Nutrition, Deborah offers proven 
nutritional guidelines for promoting health and preventing disease.  
 

Visit the parish website to register for these workshops. Online 
payment is required to register.  
 

LATIN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION THANKS STM  
Many STM parishioners bring food items to the church for  
distribution to the poor and hungry.  Some of these items are 
brought forward with the gifts of bread and wine at Sunday  
Eucharist.  These food items are distributed on a rotating basis 
to three different organizations in town that care for the hungry: 
the Latin American Association, the Decatur Emergency  
Assistance Ministry (DEAM), and the St. Vincent de Paul  
Society.  Food items collected this past month were shared with 
the Latin American Association. 
 
In a recent email, Thomas Fuller, a specialist with the Latin 
American Association, thanked STM parishioners, writing:  “On 
behalf of our clients, we thank you always for your kindness and 
support from St Thomas More Catholic Church parishioners.” 
 

CRISTO REY THANKS STM PARISHIONERS  
Bill Garrett, President of Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School, 
recently sent a letter to Fr. Mark thanking STM parishioners for 
their continuing support of four Cristo Rey students, including 
two who graduated from STM School this past May.  Bill wrote: 
“With your support, Cristo Rey Atlanta will educate young people 
of limited economic means, of any faith or creed, to become 
men and women for and with others.”  
 
STM has contributed $20,000 in each of the last three years to 
provide tuition assistance for four students.  The first students 
whom STM supported have now graduated from Cristo Rey and 
are now enrolled in university.  STM’s gift makes a difference in 
these students’ lives.  
 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

http://www.stmga.org


PARISH FINANCIALS—CONTINUED 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE VBS POSSIBLE 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 22-26 2020. We invite you to volunteer! If you’re a cleared, Virtus trained adult 
(18+) and would like to have a positive impact on children, consider signing up here: www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020  
 

#iGIVECATHOLIC—DECEMBER 3  
St. Thomas More Catholic Church’s message is simple: God loves you, and God’s love for you is 
boundless and all inclusive. Nowhere is the impact of this message seen more fully than in STM ’s 
youth groups where the youth strive to better understand their place in the world as children of 
God, and how they might increase their love not only for neighbor, but also their selves. All money 
raised through #iGiveCatholic on December 3 will go directly to STM’s Youth Ministry. Funds will be 
put towards paying for summer camps and retreats.  
 

 

 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

STM PARISH FINANCIALS—FIRST QUARTER (JULY 1 –  SEPTEMBER 30) YEAR OVER YEAR COMPARISION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Notes:  
1. Offertory and total income have been relatively flat once one takes into account the specials factors for FY 2019 (last 
year, first quarter - an extra weekend for offertory, an appeal refund of $80K. 
2. Particular expenses have been trending higher in line with parish commitments – social justice tithing went from zero to 
$20k over the four years, religious education went from $20k (net) to $33k (net), liturgy & music up $12k this quarter in 
which the new missals/song books would be a major factor, capital expenses increased from zero four years ago to $22K. 
Other expenses have been fairly flat though G&A was abnormally low in FY19. 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020


SCHOOL NEWS 

PARISH LIFE 
UPDATE YOUR INFO 

Please make sure to update your contact information with 
the parish office when you have a change in address, phone 
number, or email, or if you have an addition to your family. 
You can notify Charlotte Collins by calling the office or at 
ccollins@stmga.org.  

Thanks for your help in keeping our church database  
current! 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  
 
 

THE S FACTOR UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Wed., Nov. 13—Day of Reflection in Library—9-1:30 PM 
Weeks of Dec. 2nd and Dec. 9th—Visitation of homebound 
and shut-ins 
Sun., Dec. 8—Christmas party for children at Jerusalem 
House—12:00 PM 
Tues., Dec. 10—Christmas Canteen at Aurora Theater—
10:00 AM 
Wed., Dec 18—Art Station Christmas Program—10:30 AM 

SEPARATED OR DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP  

Are you separated or divorced? We invite you to join our 
parish support group. Please contact Lucy O'Donoghue 
at lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com for more information.  

BLESSING BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS 

As part of putting our Catholic faith into action, our middle 
school students created “Blessing Bags.” They packed bags 
with food and supplies and included hand-written notes of 
hope.  After praying for those who will receive their blessing 
bags, the students put the bags in their cars to distribute to 
the homeless they encounter in their everyday lives. 
 

STM GREENERY SALE! 

Order by NOV 14 for  
Thanksgiving delivery! Free 
shipping!   

The STM Greenery Sale is 
OPEN! In addition to the  
popular Christmas orders, you 
can also order for  
Thanksgiving! Beautiful 
wreaths and centerpieces are 
the perfect addition to your 
Thanksgiving celebration.  

Traveling? Send a wreath or centerpiece to your  
Thanksgiving hosts. Free shipping! 

STM receives 15% cash back on each sale, with all proceeds 
committed to the continued support of our school! 
 
Order online now:  
www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/206351 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Middle school students made “Blessing Bags.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 For more School News, please visit  
 https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/  

 

mailto:lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com
http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/206351
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

SUSTAINABILITY, PUBLIC HEALTH AND LAUDATO SI’  
Tue, Nov. 12; 7:30 PM-9:00 PM; Emory University Candler School of Theology, Room 252, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta.  
This lecture by Susan M. Varlamoff will explore sustainability from your backyard garden to landfills and clean water.  
Contact: Theresa Williams at twill79@emory.edu.  
 

FORGIVENESS TOOLBOX  
Nov. 22-24; Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit, 2625 Highway 212 SW, Conyers. This retreat offers tools for experiencing 
the kind of forgiveness that enables us to forgive others and even one ’s self. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 
or retreat@trappist.net for a reservation.  

 
WAY FOR MEN 
Nov. 22-25; Carmel Retreat Center, 415 Old Collins Road, Hoschton.  
The Way for Men is a three-day retreat for adult male survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta ’s Victim  
Assistance Program. Registration deadline is Nov. 12. Contact: Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for 
more information.  
 

ST. PIUS X HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE 
Saturday, November 23, 2019, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, SPX Catholic High School, 2674  
Johnson Road, Atlanta, 30345 
The 26th Annual Marketplace features 160 artist and craft vendors including a special 
area featuring items made by St. Pius students. Enjoy lunch at our cafe, and shop our 
selection of delicious, homemade baked goods and casseroles. Over 20 raffle prizes 
awarded each hour. Admission is $5 and includes one raffle ticket. Parking is free. All 
proceeds benefit the St. Pius need-based scholarship program.  
https://www.facebook.com/StPiusXHolidayMarketplace/ 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
The weekend is an experience for married couples who want to improve and enliven their communication. The weekends 
for 2020 are Feb. 28-Mar. 1, Apr. 17-19, Jun. 26-28, Aug. 28-30, Oct. 16-18 and Nov. 13-15. Contact: visit  
GATN-wwme.org for online application or call 678-242-WWME for more information.   

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SAVE THE DATE—UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 Nov. 11—Bowling from 7-9 PM at The Comet Pub & 
Lanes. 

 Dec. 14—Advent Party at 6:30 PM at The Marlay.  
Celebrate Advent with our annual Advent dinner and 
trivia. We'll provide appetizers and trivia. Dress in  
purple and pink—the most creative Advent attire will 
get a prize. 

 Jan. 5—Sunday Brunch: 10:30 AM at the Marlay 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

OCTOBER HOLY HAPPY HOUR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, Oct. 23rd our Young Adult Ministry joined 
St. John’s Lutheran young adult group for our quarterly Holy 
Happy Hour at Mellow Mushroom. Pastor Nancy  
Christensen from St. John’s joined Fr. Mark in sharing about 
what it means to be a pastor of a church. It was a wonderful 
ecumenical evening.  

mailto:twill79@emory.edu
mailto:retreat@trappist.net
https://gatn-wwme.org/

