November 12, 2017/The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Reprinted from Jesuit e-News
November 1, 2017 — In honor of November’s Jesuit Vocations Month, we
asked Jesuits — novices, scholastics, priests and brothers — across the U.S.
and Canada to reﬂect on what they love about their Jesuit vocations.
Jesuits.org will be sharing their videos and reﬂections all month long.
Jason Downer, SJ, is currently a student at the Boston College School of
Theology and Ministry.
Many, like Jason Downer, SJ, a Jesuit studying at
Boston College, talked about God. “I love getting
to know God in a deeper way. Here at the Faber
Jesuit Community at the Boston College School of
Theology and Ministry, I get to do that ﬁve times a
week, in classes and in my community.”
Br. Guy Conolsmagno, SJ,
Fr. Leo O’Donovan, SJ, director of mission for
director of the Vatican Observatory.
Jesuit Refugee Service/USA, found that what
pulled him toward the Society was one of the most famous concepts in
Ignatian spirituality. “Little by little I began to realize that seeking God in all
things, the famous Jesuit expression, was really what I wanted out of my life,”
he said.

Jesuits also treasured their vocations as a way of helping others deepen their
faith, bear life’s burdens and celebrate joy.
To read the rest of the article please visit
http://jesuits.org/story?TN=PROJECT-20171031020858l

NOVEMBER IS JESUIT
VOCATIONS MONTH

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
MONDAY, Nov. 13 Ascuncion Guichiz † & Maria Collantes †
TUESDAY, Nov. 14 Jerry Lewis †
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 15 Treasa Parassery †

Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org

THURSDAY, Nov. 16 Michele Eber †

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

FRIDAY, Nov. 17 Thomas Mathews †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick::
Ann Bryan
Bob Eddleman

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to
be remembered, or have the express permission of the one
to be remembered.

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

Mon. Nov. 13

Knights of Columbus—6:00 PM—Youth Room
Walking With Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Tues. Nov. 14

Renew with Louanne Bachner– 1:30 PM—Parish Library
S Factor Afternoon of Reflection with Fr. Pat—1:00 PM– St. Julie Room
RCIA—7:00 PM— St. Julie Room

Wed. Nov. 15

Bridge– 2:00 PM—Parish Library
YAM Leadership Meeting– 7:00 PM-St. Julie Room

Thurs. Nov. 16

Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field
Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:00 PM—Choir Room

Sat. Nov. 18 & 19

8th Grade Bake Sale—School

Sun. Nov. 19

The Word with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM— Parish Library
Baptisms—5:30 PM -Church
Coﬀee House—10:30 AM— St. Julie Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Last weekend at all the Masses,
I asked those present to make a
heart-felt commitment to participate actively in the life of STM
during the coming calendar year.
This weekend, members of the
STM Finance Council will echo
my request. I have also made
this same appeal in writing this
space a couple weeks ago, and
in a letter that was mailed to all
registered parishioners last
week. My hope is that this will be the end of this year’s
appeal.

on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius that we think will
be unique in the Archdiocese, and we are expanding the
reach of our RCIA program. We are exploring the possibility of sending our teens on an international service trip.
We cannot do any of these things without your increased
ﬁnancial support.
We want to stabilize and then expand our music ministry.
We cannot do this without your increased ﬁnancial
support.

We have just begun a formal master planning process to
identify speciﬁc improvements to be made to parish
buildings and facilities. I hope to begin construction of the
highest priority projects as early as the Fall of 2018. The
past generosity of STM parishioners has allowed previous
pastors to set aside substantial funds for parish
Throughout this appeal, I have requested of parishioners a improvements. We need to continue this prudent
practice. We cannot without your increased ﬁnancial
three-fold commitment: to worship with the community
support.
during the coming year, to do community service, and to
support the parish ﬁnancially.
We want to hire a staﬀ person to identify and respond to
parishioners in need quickly and eﬀectively, to support
With regard to the requested commitment of ﬁnancial
parishioners who are already caring for their STM brothers
support, simply put, we need it.
and sisters through parish programs like More Eats and
First, each of you knows that the cost of supporting your- the SFactor, and to grow our programs and activities
selves and your families rises each year. The same is true designed to deepen our experience of community with
of your parish family. We can control some of our costs,
one another, like our annual parish picnic and our athletic
but not all. For example, the contribution we are required programs. We cannot do this without your increased
to make to support the activities of the Archdiocese rose
ﬁnancial support.
more than 25% this past year. We need parishioners to
respond generously simply to keep pace with rising costs. Thanks to your generosity and the prudent oversight of
our ﬁnances by our STM Finance Council, STM is ﬁnancially
sound. We are doing great things for the Kingdom, but we
Second, there are some new parish ministries and
can be exceptional in our care for one another within the
programs that we would like to do. For example, we
parish and beyond. God has given us much. May we
would like to begin to tithe for social justice, that is, to
share what we have received as gift so that all might
allocate 10% of our parish revenue to support
organizations and programs that serve the poor and other ﬂourish as God intends.
needy. This would be a new practice at STM, but I believe
that the Gospel demands it. We made a marvelous
beginning this past year. Thanks to the generosity of STM
parishioners, last year we were able to give nearly
$150,000 to six diﬀerent social justice projects in Atlanta
and around the world: paying a large part of the tuition for
four students at Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School;
purchasing urgently needed medical equipment for the
medical clinic in Haiti operated by ServeHaiti; putting a
new roof on the orphanage run by the Missionaries of the
Poor in Uganda; supporting the construction of two
Habitat for Humanity houses in the Atlanta area; partnering with Catholic Charities to resettle a refugee family in
Clarkston; and improving the security of the children
studying at Loyola Wau Secondary School in war-torn
South Sudan. We want to continue – even expand – this
practice, and we want to do it repeatedly, but we cannot
without your increased ﬁnancial support.
We want to continue to expand our faith formation
programs for our youth and adults. For example, we are
developing a marriage preparation program that is based

Fr. Mark
P.S. November is Jesuit Vocation Promotion Month. I ask
each of you to pray that many more young men will be
moved to say yes to God who is surely calling them. I ask
parents to raise with your sons the possibility of service to
the Church as a Jesuit priest or brother. For more
information about becoming a Jesuit, go to:
http://www.jesuitvocations.org/.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

WORSHIP
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A LITURGICAL
MINISTER?
SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX THIS WEEKEND
If you are interested in becoming a Lector, Eucharistic Minister, Altar Server, or Sacristan, sign up in the
narthex this weekend or contact Joe Messina at
jmessina@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 x120.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
HELPERS NEEDED
The changing of the missals will take place Monday,
Nov 20th at 10:00 AM. If you are able to help, please
contact Joe Messina at 404-378-4588 X 120 or
jmessina@stmga.org

Thanksgiving Day Mass 10:00 AM
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 12/8/17
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Thursday 5:30 PM Vigil Mass
Friday 9:00 AM School Mass
12:15 PM
6:00 PM

Parish Penance Service 12/12/2017 7:00 PM

PARISH FINANCES
#IGiveCatholic
Donors can make secure, tax-deductible
donations to St. Thomas More to beneﬁt
our 2018 youth mission trip.
Donations will be accepted on
iGiveCatholic.org during a 24-hour period
on #GivingTuesday, November 28th,
28th and
gifts may be scheduled in advance beginning Friday, November 10th.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
The second collection on November 1818-19
will be to support the Campaign for Human
Development.
The second collection on Thanksgiving Day
will beneﬁt the Decatur-Area Emergency
Assistance Ministry.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE and LIFETEEN:
Youth Dinners: Each family is expected to supply dinner one time during the school year.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054fa4a72ba13-sunday1/2074376
If you are going on a Mission trip or Summer Camp: Required fund raisers for CHWC mission trip
donut duty: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094cadad23a02-201718
EDGE AND LIFETEEN SAVE THE DATE:
Service Saturday: 12/2
Shoebox shopping: 12/9
Teaching Mass: 12/17
EDGE/LIFETEEN and RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (4 yrs—5th Grade)
Nov. 19, 26—No Classes

SCHOOL NEWS
ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 12, 2017 2:00 - 3:30 PM in Mulhern Hall
All parents of prospective students in Kindergarten through 8th Grade are invited. School
Tours will be held on November 14th and 16th, and November 28th and 30th at 8:15 AM and
9:15 AM. Contact Eileen Maron, Admissions Director, by phone at 404-373-8456 or by email
at ekm@stmga.org for more information.

Congratulations to Kindergarten teacher, Heather Upton,
STM School’s 2017 Employee of the Year!

8TH GRADE BAKE SALE

Mark your calendars for the 43rd Annual 8th Grade Bake Sale on November 18th and 19th. Come buy home baked goodies
and support the STM class of 2018. Thanks to your generosity, our 8th grade students will have the opportunity to spend
three days on this amazing retreat.
Bake Sale Hours:

•
•

Saturday, November 18th from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM
Sunday, November 19th from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM (after all the morning Masses)

REDIRECT YOUR TAX DOLLARS TO SUPPORT ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL!
YES - You can actually redirect your tax dollars to GRACE Scholars and claim a 100% state income tax credit. That’s
right - you will receive a dollar-for-dollar reduction in your state tax liability for the amount that you
redirect to GRACE Scholars. You can also designate that you would like for STM School to receive your GRACE contribution.
tribution GRACE is now accepting pre-registrations for 2018 tax credits. You can submit your pre-registration
online at www.gracescholars.org. You can also submit a paper form. To take advantage of the 2018 tax credit, you
must pre-register by December 15, 2017. Questions? Contact Ansley Murphey, Development Director at
amurphey@stmga.org or 404-373-8456.

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses)
The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have
your child(ren) join us each week! You can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE FOR DEAM
November is the month for our big, annual Food Drive to beneﬁt DEAM, the Decatur Area Emergency Ministry. We are
celebrating our 40th anniversary on Nov. 15th. STM is one of 21 local churches who support this valuable ministry to
our neighbors in need. The items we need most are: grape or strawberry jelly, canned greens, soup of any kind, small
boxes of Jiﬀy corn bread mix. We always need toiletries BUT we welcome all contributions.
We also help our clients with utility bills and assistance with prescription medicine. If you are interested in volunteering,
please visit our website (www.de amde catur.org) or call Karen at 404-373-9283.
Thank you for your support!

DO YOU REMEMBER?
The STM mural that the lower school made for DEAM a couple of years ago still hangs in the
DEAM Oﬃces, and it made the Decatur Focus, the local Decatur news magazine, in
conjunction with the announcement about DEAM’s 40th anniversary. Unfortunately, it does
not say done by STM students, but it still made it into print. We thought some of the
students might remember working on it.

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention to
participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as possible, by
participating in our parish programs and ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater service to you and to
your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to mdie bold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during any
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH FOR A STAFF RETREAT.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
The Knights of Columbus will be selling Monastery Goods starting the weekend of 12/2-12/3/2017.
TOUCH RUGBY AT STM FIELD:
1st and 3rd Thursday of each month. No experience necessary! Join us for a drink at The Marlay after. Contact JP and
Lucy O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com) for more information.

S FACTOR ACTIVITIES
Wed Nov 29-Thur Nov 30 Overnite at Callaway Gardens. Leave Wed 11 AM and return Thursday
Fri Dec 8
Movie Night “Norman” 7 PM
Sun Dec 10
Master Chorale Christmas Concert at Schwartz Center 4 PM

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
5TH GRADE SERVICE PROJECT
The 5th grade School of Religion class recently decided to take part in a service project as a way of
being present in the Kingdom of God in their community. They reached out to fellow STM parishioners and found someone in need of help with yard work. These helping hands spent 2 hours on
a Sunday afternoon raking, trimming, cleaning, and experiencing the joy that comes with being in
service to others!

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Join other STM women for our annual Advent meal and celebration.
Marian Monahan, spiritual director from Ignatius House, will help us
reﬂect on the unique ways we as women can give birth to God in our
lives and in our world. Learn more and sign up at
is.gd/STMAdvent2017. December 4 at 7 PM, Mulhern Hall.

STM COFFEEHOUSE - NOVEMBER 12 AFTER THE 9:30 AM MASS, JULIE ROOM
Share the Journey: A Conversation on Refugee Resettlement

DECEMBER RETREATS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE www.ignatiushouse.org
DISCERNING JOY
Sara Otto will be directing an Advent Retreat for college students home for the break
December 15th through 17th. Discerning Joy, who doesn't want to be able to do
that? Why not give a Thanksgiving gift this year?
2-NIGHT ADVENT RETREAT: "PREPARING FOR THE SILENT NIGHT"
Directed by Carl McColman
Advent is an easy time to miss, as we prepare for the joy of Christmas. But if we take a sacred pause to embrace the
silence and stillness of the Advent season, we can open our hearts to the deep and contemplative beauty of the season
of the church year. Drawing on the wisdom of Caryll Houselander (a twentieth century English Catholic mystic and poet),
we'll explore what makes Advent so special, and how Advent helps us to prepare for the birth of Christ in our own souls.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
YAM LEADERSHIP MEETING IN THE PARISH LIBRARY
NOVEMBER 15, 7-8 PM.
Open to all young adults in the parish.
Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) for more information.

YAM BRUNCH
December 3 after the Noon Mass, at The Marlay. Contact Andy Otto
(aotto@stmga.org) for more information.

ADVENT (HOLIDAY) PARTY
DECEMBER 17
6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at The Marlay.
Best dressed prizes. Purple and Pink theme.
Contact Gizelle (gizelle.gopez@gmail.com) for more information.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
U.S BISHOPS DECRY TEXAS SHOOTING
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, the President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, issued a statement on
November 5th expressing sympathy for the victims of the recent mass shooting in Texas and decrying the “senseless
gun violence” that has come to be a part of ordinary American life. A link to the full statement is at:
http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-207.cfm

ARCHBISHOP GREGORY URGES TPS EXTENSION
Archbishop Wilton Gregory has urged all Catholics in the Atlanta Archdiocese to encourage their federal legislators to
extend the law that gives temporary protected status to many thousands of law-abiding, hard-working persons from El
Salvador, Honduras, and Haiti who are legally and temporarily in the United States while their home countries recover
from natural disasters. Here is a link to the full statement:
https://archatl.com/wp-content/uploads/statement-by-archbishop-wilton-d.-gregory-regarding-tps-status.pdf

