
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         November 17, 2019—33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

WOMEN’S ADVENT 

BY CANDLELIGHT 
 

Monday, December 2 
7-9 PM 

Mulhern Hall 

NOVEMBER FOOD DRIVE  
See page 5 for details. 

   LIFT EVERY VOICE 

LCAC invites each of you to lift your voice to tell the next Archbishop of Atlanta 
what you care about as the Church moves forward. United in our love of God, 
our faith, and each other, we urge you to take 7-15 minutes of your time to 
complete this survey.  Note:  Members of the Leadership Action Crisis  
Committee (LCAC) represent STM to a lay inter-parish group, organized 
through the Aquinas Center at Emory University, of concerned Catholics who 
care about their faith and the future of the Catholic Church regarding the 
abuse crisis and lay leadership.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about The Aquinas Center’s group and its mission, see the  
article in the Nov. 4th issue of The Georgia Bulletin.   
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2019/10/clip-advocating-for-better-
collaboration-between-church-leaders-laity/  

Take the survey: 

 
http://bit.ly/AquinasClipSurvey  

     
Make way for Christ in your heart this 
Advent season by serving others! The 
social justice committee has organized 
a variety of opportunities to serve  
various organizations.  
 
See page 5 for details. 
 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., Nov. 18  Thomas Devlin †  
Tues., Nov. 19  Members of STM 
Wed., Nov. 20  Randolf Sharp †  
Thurs., Nov. 21  Susan Gorry † 
Fri. Nov. 22,   Dorothy Lee † 

 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Mary Maher and Susan Smith 
 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

 
Tues., Nov. 19   Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library  
 
Wed., Nov. 20  Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Church  
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
   Parish Finance Council Meeting—7:30 PM to 10:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
   
Sun., Nov 24  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library  
 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&#
mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

A parishioner sent me the following 
piece written by Richard Rohr, the 
popular spiritual writer.  I am passing 
it on to you: 

Practical, practice-based Christianity 
has been avoided, denied, minimized, 
ignored, delayed, and sidelined for too 
many centuries, by too many Christians 
who were never told Christianity was 
anything more than a belonging or belief system. And we only 
belonged to our own little club or denomination at that! Some 
of us were afraid to step foot into a house of worship across 
the street for fear of eternal punishment. Now we know that 
there is no Methodist or Catholic way of loving. There is no 
Orthodox or Presbyterian way of living a simple and  
nonviolent life. There is no Lutheran or Evangelical way of 
showing mercy. There is no Baptist or Episcopalian way of  
visiting the imprisoned. If there is, we are invariably  
emphasizing the accidentals, which distract us from the very 
“marrow of the Gospel,” as St. Francis called it. We have made 
this mistake for too long. We cannot keep avoiding what Jesus 
actually emphasized and mandated. In this most urgent time, 
“it is the very love of Christ that now urges us” (2 Corinthians 
5:14). 

Quaker pastor Philip Gulley superbly summarizes how we 
must rebuild spirituality from the bottom up in his book, If the 
Church Were Christian.  Here I take the liberty of using my own 
words to restate his message, which offers a rather excellent 
description of what is emerging in Christianity today: 

1. Jesus is a model for living more than an object of  
worship. 
2. Affirming people’s potential is more important than  
reminding them of their brokenness. 
3. The work of reconciliation should be valued over making 
judgments. 
4. Gracious behavior is more important than right belief. 
5. Inviting questions is more valuable than supplying  
answers. 
6. Encouraging the personal search is more important than 
group uniformity. 
7. Meeting actual needs is more important than  
maintaining institutions. 
8. Peacemaking is more important than power. 
9. We should care more about love and less about sex. 
10. Life in this world is more important than the afterlife 
(Eternity is God’s work anyway). 

 

 

Good words, especially for those of us who sometimes lose 
sight of what is at the heart of the Gospel. 

Incidentally, sharing Richard Rohr’s words with you reminds 
me that there are others in our parish who have good 
things to share with the rest of us.  In recent weeks, several 
different parishioners have offered their reflections in this 
space for the benefit of the rest of us.  If any parishioner 
has something related to our life as Catholic Christians in 
this particular parish that he or she wants to share, let me 
know.  I will try to make that happen. 

Finally, at all the Masses this past weekend, I made my  
annual pitch to parishioners to recommit themselves to 
active engagement in the life of the parish: regular  
participation in our Sunday Eucharist, as much involvement 
in ministries of care and social justice (whether  
parish-sponsored or not) as you can manage, and sharing 
your financial resources as much as possible.  The first and 
second commitments, in my mind, are more important 
than the last one, but financially supporting your parish 
family is still important. 

Let your monetary gift to the parish reflect the place STM 
occupies in the life of you and your family. 

Fr. Mark 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
The second collection the weekend of November 23-24  
supports the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD) which was founded to end the cycle of poverty in  
the US.  
 
November 28—Thanksgiving Day – Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Cancer Home  

ADVANCED GIVING FOR #IGIVECATHOLIC STARTS 11/18!   
On Giving Tues., Dec. 3rd, you can make a gift to  
participating parishes, schools, ministries and non-profits. If 
you would like to give in advance of this online giving day, 
please go to www.igivecatholic.org starting Nov. 18 and click 
on the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  Make a gift to support your 
favorite ministries for as little as $25.  Please contact Juliet 
Greco 404-497-9440 or jgreco@cfnga.org. 

PARISH FINANCES 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

FOR YOUR CHILDREN’S SAKE: HEALTH, MINDFULNESS, 

AND MEANING FOR FAMILIES  
Sunday, Nov. 17, 1-2:30 PM  
Presented by Deborah Garrard “For Your Children’s Sake” is a 
discussion of mind-body-spirit nutrition with Eating Psychology 
Coach and founder of Bee Well Serve Well, Deborah Garrard. 
Using the tools of Mind-Body Nutrition and Dynamic Eating  
Psychology, this session will explore the possibilities of renewed 
health, energy and wellness—WHOLE-ness of mind-body-spirit. 
With certification in Whole Foods Plant Based Nutrition,  
Deborah offers proven nutritional guidelines for promoting 
health and preventing disease. Visit the parish website to  
register for these workshops. Online payment is required to 
register.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

WOMEN’S ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 
Join the women of the parish for an evening of celebration, 
food, and an Advent reflection.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION 

Dec. 3 from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Directed by Fr. Peter Fink, SJ and Maria Cressler 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. 
Refreshment awaits you for your body, mind, and spirit. 

The Retreat Directors will lead prayer and contemplation for this 
Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with sacred 
words to ponder and pray. You will have times of silence and 
rest, a satisfying meal, and beautiful grounds to wander as you 
allow God to dwell deeply and speak tenderly to you. 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.igivecatholic.org
mailto:jgreco@cfnga.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE VBS POSSIBLE 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 22-26 2020. We invite you to volunteer! If you’re a cleared, Virtus trained adult 
(18+) and would like to have a positive impact on children, consider signing up here: www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020  
 

#iGIVECATHOLIC—DECEMBER 3  
St. Thomas More Catholic Church’s message is simple: God loves you, and God’s love for you is 
boundless and all inclusive. Nowhere is the impact of this message seen more fully than in STM’s 
youth groups where the youth strive to better understand their place in the world as children of 
God, and how they might increase their love not only for neighbor, but also their selves. All money 
raised through #iGiveCatholic on December 3 will go directly to STM’s Youth Ministry. Funds will be 
put towards paying for summer camps and retreats.  

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 
November is the month for our big, annual Food Drive to benefit DEAM, the Decatur Area Emergency Ministry. STM is one 
of 21 local churches who support this valuable ministry to our neighbors in need.  
 

The greatest needs are: canned chili, canned tomatoes, canned baked beans, chunky chicken soup, chunky beef soup, 
small cans chicken noodle soup, pasta (1 lb. boxes), small packages of yellow or brown rice, small boxes of corn muffin mix, 
noodle sides packets or hamburger helper, toilet paper and women’s sanitary products. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL THANKS STM  
Every dollar that you donate to your STM chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society goes to help a struggling family in our 
local community.  During the month of October one of the families you helped was a single mother of three with a special 
needs son. This child must be tube-fed through a pump.  Her electricity had been shut off and she was facing eviction with 
no where to turn.  Without electricity, she was forced to hand operate a primitive alternative method to feed her son 
through the tube-feeding mechanism.  SVdP was able to restore her electricity, aid in food purchases and provide  
assistance with her housing situation as well as helpful counseling about county resources available to her. THANK YOU for 
your support!  
 

ADVENT SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
Make way for Christ in your heart this Advent season by serving others! The social justice committee has organized a  
variety of opportunities to serve with the following organizations: Out of Darkness, El Refugio and the Central Night Shelter. 
Sign up for one or more and pray in action through this beautiful liturgical season. Opportunities are available for all ages! 
 

December 1 & 8—Pick up an ornament from the Giving Tree as you leave Mass and support a family or individual in need! 
 

December 8 (1-5 PM)—Join the Knights for an afternoon work day at a safe house for women escaping sex trafficking. Ages 
12 and up welcome! Sign up at bit.ly/AdventSafeHouse 
 

December 15 (10:30 AM-12 PM)—Holiday card writing with El Refugio—Write messages of encouragement on cards to be 
sent to detained immigrants during the holiday season. All ages welcome! 
 

December 17 (overnight or afternoon opportunities!)—Volunteer overnight at the Central Night Shelter housed at the 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception OR prepare bagged lunches for the men to take when they leave the shelter (all ages 
welcome).  Sign up at bit.ly/AdventShelter 
 
 
 
 

STM DAY OF SERVICE  
Close to 80 parishioners (ages 2 and up!) volunteered on Saturday,  
November 9 with Catholic Charities of Atlanta. Thank you to all who came 
and helped serve! STM cleaned and organized a large new storage facility 
that will help them better serve immigrants and refugees in our  
community.   
 
 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020


SCHOOL NEWS 

PARISH LIFE 
SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Sacred Heart Confraternity celebrated their first  
anniversary in October. This group meets the first Friday of 
each month for 5:30 PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

 

SEPARATED OR DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP  

Are you separated or divorced? We invite you to join our 
parish support group. Please contact Lucy O'Donoghue 
at lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com for more information.  

FR ESTRADA’S VISIT TO STM 

Fr. Arturo Estrada, SJ presented the homily during the  
Masses on Nov. 2 & 3rd, reflecting on how Jesus spoke to 
the tax collector Zacchaeus not as a sinner but as a person, 
calling him by name and opening Zacchaeus’ heart to the  
gospel message.  Fr. Arturo also spoke about the work of the 
Jesuit Mission in Bachajon, Mexico, where he and four other 
Jesuits serve the indigenous Tseltal people of southern  
Mexico in over 600 villages spread across 2200 sq. miles. 
 

STM parishioner Leigh 
Holbrook serves as Director 
of Development  
Relationship for Mission 
Bachajon, and together with 
Fr. Arturo spoke with  
parishioners at coffee talks 
after masses and in a  
special Sunday evening 
presentation about the  
Mission’s work building the 
Native Church and supporting the community’s efforts to 
create local autonomy and a sustainable local economy 
around the harvesting, processing and sale of coffee.  The 
primary teams of the mission include the Native Church; 
Social Organization; Cultural Education; Communication; 
and the Solidarity Economy.  Each team has several projects 
working to develop the local community’s path out of  
poverty and disenfranchisement towards economic security 
and local autonomy.   

STM and Mission  
Bachajon are exploring 
how to grow a  
collaborative  
relationship between 
these two Jesuit  
communities, creating 
lasting ties of mutual 
support to bring justice 
and dignity to the Tseltal 

people, and to bring STM parishioners a connection with 
and deeper understanding of our brothers and sisters in 
remote corner of southern Mexico.  

STM 45TH ANNUAL 8TH GRADE BAKE SALE–  

NOVEMBER 23RD-24TH 

There is nothing like the smell of fresh pastries, cookies, 
cakes, pies, and breads. Next weekend, that smell will fill the 
halls of St. Thomas More. You will find hundreds of  
home-baked goodies—like pumpkin pies, delicious breads, 
and family secret recipe cookies—at the 45th Annual 8th 
Grade Bake Sale: 

 Sat., Nov. 23rd, from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

 Sun., Nov. 24th, from 8:30 AM-1:00 PM and 6:30 -7 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STM GREENERY SALE 

Dress Up Your Home for The Holidays! STM Greenery Sale 

The STM Greenery Sale is OPEN!  
Beautiful wreaths, garland, and  
centerpieces are the perfect  
addition to your holiday  
celebrations. They also make  
wonderful gifts!  

STM receives 15% cash back on 
each sale, with all proceeds  
committed to supporting our 
school!  

Free Shipping! Order online: 
www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/206351  

 

For more School News, please visit  
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/  

 

mailto:lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com
http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/206351
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

WAY FOR MEN 
Nov. 22-25; Carmel Retreat Center, 415 Old Collins Road, Hoschton, GA  
The Way for Men is a three-day retreat for adult male survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta ’s Victim  
Assistance Program. Registration deadline is Nov. 12. Contact: Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for 
more information.  
 

ST. PIUS X HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE 
Saturday, November 23, 2019, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, SPX Catholic High School 
The 26th Annual Marketplace features 160 artist and craft vendors including a special 
area featuring items made by St. Pius students. Enjoy lunch at our cafe, and shop our 
selection of delicious, homemade baked goods and casseroles. Over 20 raffle prizes 
awarded each hour. Admission is $5 and includes one raffle ticket. Parking is free. All 
proceeds benefit the St. Pius need-based scholarship program.  
https://www.facebook.com/StPiusXHolidayMarketplace/ 
 

THE 4TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS ON CLAIREMONT 
Mark your calendars for Atlanta's finest Christmas Concert for a Cause, Christmas on Clairemont December 15, 2019 at 
7:00 PM, at First Baptist Church of Decatur. The concert is free at the door and open to the community, but 100% of your 
monetary offerings goes directly to a worthy cause in our community.  This year we benefit an organization that operates 
group homes for developmentally disabled people, DDM. 
 
An award-winning LGBT chorus with a traditional choral sound will perform some special songs, as well as the fabulous 
Christmas on Clairemont orchestra, Broadway lead in Phantom of the Opera, Vic Robertson, 2019 Shuler Awards Best 
Leading Actress winner, Jessi Kirtley, six-time soloist under the direction of John Rutter, Sherri Seiden, and many others!  

 

WHAT'S NEXT? LECTURE SERIES - CANON LAW 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, 7:30 – 9PM, Candler School of Theology, Room 252, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322  
This is the third installment of the What's Next Series exploring the role of laity in the Catholic Church. 
 
The speaker will be Thomas Doyle.  Doyle is a priest, canon lawyer, writer for National Catholic Reporter, addictions therapist 
and long-time supporter of justice and compassion for clergy sex abuse victims.   

Rev. Thomas P. Doyle, who has a doctorate in canon law and five master’s degrees, sacrificed a rising career at the Vatican 
Embassy to become an outspoken advocate for church abuse victims. Since 1984, when he became involved with the  
issue of sexual abuse of children by Catholic clergy while serving at the Embassy, he has become an expert in the  
canonical and pastoral dimensions of this problem—working directly with victims, their families, accused priests, and 
Church officials. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
“Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.”  Rejoice in your marriage. Attend the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend on February 28-March 1. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling  
678-242-WWME  
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SAVE THE DATE—UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 Dec. 14—Advent Party at 6:30 PM at The Marlay.  
Celebrate Advent with our annual Advent dinner and 
trivia. We'll provide appetizers and trivia. Dress in  
purple and pink—the most creative Advent attire will 
get a prize. 

 Jan. 5—Sunday Brunch: 10:30 AM at the Marlay 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://GATN-wwme.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=45747c6217&e=be07a95996

