
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         November 18, 2018—33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

    
  THE GIVING TREE 

The Giving Tree will be in the STM narthex  
beginning November 17th and 18th. This year we 
are assisting several local charities and groups: 
STM St. Vincent de Paul, Midtown Assistance  
Center, Catholic Charities Refugee Resettlement 
Program, International Rescue Committee,  
Jerusalem House, STM’s refugee family, homeless 
veterans, and a few others. See page 6 for more info. 

PARISH COUNCIL AGAIN ASKS ARCHBISHOP 

GREGORY TO VISIT STM  
The STM Parish Council has written to Archbishop Gregory  
inviting him to STM to hear parishioners’ concerns about the  
on-going crisis in the Church due to the sexual abuse of  
minors by clergy and other Church workers and the actions of 
Church leaders to hide that criminal activity.  The full text of 
the Council’s letter is printed in place of the usual “From the 
Pastor…” column on page three of this bulletin.  The letter is 
also reprinted on the STM website. 
 

Parishioners will recall that Fr. Mark invited the Archbishop to 
come to STM for this purpose several weeks ago.  The  
Archbishop declined, choosing instead to respond to such  
concerns in writing in the Georgia Bulletin.  The Council, a  
proper and legitimate leadership group within the parish, has 
taken this initiative. 
 

This letter is part of an on-going project by the Council to  
encourage decisive, bold action by the parish and the  
Archdiocese to more effectively address the root causes of  
sexual abuse by clergy and Church workers and to reform the 
Church structures, decision-making processes, and culture 
that enabled the cover-up of this abuse. 
 

Fr. Mark has encouraged the Parish Council and supports its  
initiative. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., Nov. 19  Lisa Murray † 
   Cathy D’Alessandro † 
Tues., Nov. 20  Religious Vocations  
   David Busken †    
Wed., Nov. 21  Increase in Humility 
   Mildred Buckhalt †   
Thurs., Nov. 22  Dying Souls  
Fri., Nov.23  Craig Goddard † 
   Robert Goddard † 

 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an 
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the 
express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Tues.,  Nov. 20  Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library  
        
Thurs., Nov. 22 Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church 
 
Fri., Nov. 23  S Factor Tai Chi—10:30 AM—Church 
 
Tues., Nov 27  Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library  
   S Factor Holiday Lights—4:00 PM—Atlanta Botanical Gardens 
   Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library 
 
Wed., Nov. 28  Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library 

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 

Fr. Paul Rourke, S. J., Parochial Vicar 
paul.rourke@gmail.com 
 

Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 

Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti 
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie 
Whitcomb 

JOIN OUR PARISH 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory  
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish 
offices during normal business hours.  

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS 10:00 AM 
You are invited to bring an item that will be used in your 
Thanksgiving meal (like rolls, bread, a bottle of wine, etc.) to 
be blessed. Please keep your items with you and you will be 
called up for the blessing.  

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

In place of Fr. Mark’s usual pastor’s column, a letter from the 
STM Parish Council to Archbishop Gregory is reprinted here.  
The context for the letter is given on the cover page of this  
bulletin in the item, “Parish Council News” 
 

November 7, 2018 
 
Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory 
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta 
2401 Lake Park Drive 
Smyrna, Georgia  30080 
 
“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them,  
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep  
without a shepherd.”  Mt 9:36 
 
Dear Archbishop Gregory, 
 
Back in August, following the news about Cardinal  
McCarrick and the grand jury report from Pennsylvania, 
our parish invited you to come to us at St. Thomas More 
for a listening session, to be with us during our time of pain 
and to hear our concerns.  When we learned that you  
decided not to come, our pain, our disappointment, and 
our feelings of powerlessness and abandonment only  
intensified. 
 
We are your flock.  We feel raw and vulnerable; let down by 
our Church leaders; seemingly dismissed by you, our  
shepherd.  This crisis has shaken us and challenged our 
faith.  We feel betrayed by the Church we want to love and 
trust.  Our peers are leaving the Church.  Our adult  
children are leaving the Church.  We find ourselves lacking 
in convincing reasons for them to stay. 
 
Engaging with us from afar is not enough.  Such an  
approach only perpetuates the culture of secrecy and an 
aloofness that has contributed to the cover-up and the 
abuse of power that is at the heart of this crisis.  We do not 
believe that you intend to engage in secrecy and the same 
abuse of power that has caused us so much harm. 
 
However, answering our questions about the crisis in the 
Georgia Bulletin is not enough.  It will not rebuild the trust 
that has been lost.  You must be with us in our pain. We 
need you to meet us in-person, face-to-face, listen to us, 
and sit with us in shared pain and solidarity.  We need the 
opportunity to ask you questions, live. 
 
We have many questions beyond what you’ve answered in 
the Georgia Bulletin – questions about our Archdiocese’s 
own records, questions about how you select candidates 
and train them for the priesthood, questions about what 
you have done and will do for victims, questions about how 
you intend to walk with us in our desire for real change. 
 
You have led with courage on many other important  
issues, like LGBT inclusion and James Martin’s visit, for 
which we are very grateful.  Please have the courage to 
take the hard road on this issue, too.  The Church at St. 
Thomas More is not letting this crisis fade away.  The STM 

Parish Council has set up a committee to focus on this  
issue, and we have the active support and encouragement 
from our pastor, Father Mark Horak, to pursue this matter 
along with other interested parishioners. 
 
We ask that you please reconsider your approach to our 
request for a listening session at St. Thomas More.  If you 
cannot be present at an open listening session, would you 
consider meeting privately with us as a Parish Council?  It 
could also include other parish councils or take place at a 
location other than St. Thomas More.  Our ask is simply 
that you hold a live, in-person listening session. 
 
The prophet Ezekiel uttered God’s promise that God would 
send shepherds to gather His scattered sheep.  The Father 
sent His Son, “The Good Shepherd,” and the Son  
commissioned his apostolic successors.  Pope Francis 
charged his priests to “be shepherds with the smell of 
sheep.”  We echo the Holy Father’s admonition.  We need 
our shepherd to be with his flock. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  We look forward to 
hearing from you. 
  
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

St. Thomas More Parish Council 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti 
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie 
Whitcomb 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

THANKSGIVING FOOR DRIVE FOR DEAM  
November is the month for our 
big, annual Food Drive to  
benefit DEAM, the Decatur Area 
Emergency Ministry.  STM is one 
of 21 local churches who  
support this valuable ministry to 
our neighbors in need.  The items we need most are: soup of 
any kind (especially chunky chicken noodle), canned tomatoes, 
yams, chicken, and chili (with or without beans), corn muffin mix, 
yellow rice, and toiletries.  We welcome all monetary  
contributions to help our clients with utility bills and assistance 
with prescription medicine.  

For more information about DEAM, please visit our website 
(www.deamdecatur.org) or email Patsy Warren 
at patsywar@bellsouth.net. 
 

STM MAKES ANNUAL GIFT TO DEAM 
STM has made its annual gift of $1,000 to support the activities 
of the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM).  DEAM, a 
local organization sponsored by many area churches and other 
religious groups, provides various kinds of emergency  
assistance to the poor and needy in the Decatur area.  Your 
generous support of STM makes this gift possible.  Thank you. 

CRISTO REY THANKS STM 

Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School’s president William Garrett 
has acknowledged a recent $5,000 gift from STM to support the 
tuition of two Cristo Rey students.  Mr. Garrett wrote: "Your gift 
will be used to support Nala and Nishimwe, wonderful young 
people whose lives will be forever changed by having the  
opportunity to attend Cristo Rey." 

The STM gift is the first installment of this year's $20,000 pledge 
from STM to the Cristo Rey scholarship fund.  Because of the 
generosity of STM parishioners, STM has given a total of 
$60,000 to Cristo Rey scholarship fund over the past three 
years.  Thank you! 
 

THE CANCER SEWING GROUP 
The cancer sewing group will meet on Thursday, December 6th 
at 9:00 AM in the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Cancer Home. No special skills needed. This will 
also be the Christmas luncheon, so please bring a covered dish 
to share. 

PARISH FINANCES 

SECOND COLLECTION 

November 18—Campaign for Human Development—The second 
collection the weekend of November 17-18 supports the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) which was founded 
to end the cycle of poverty in the US.  

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS COLLECTION  

The special collection taken up on Thanksgiving Day at the 10am 
Mass will be given to the Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer 
Home, not the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM). 
DEAM has already received a substantial donation from STM pa-
rishioners.  

http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

DECEMBER EDGE & LIFETEEN EVENTS 
Sun., Dec. 2 and 16—EDGE (3:30 PM)/Life Teen (begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass). 
Thurs., Dec. 6—Bible & Biscuits—7:30 – 8:00 AM.  

 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church’s message is simple: God loves you, and God’s love for 
you is boundless and all inclusive. Nowhere is the impact of this message seen more fully 
than in STM’s youth groups where the youth strive to better understand their place in the 
world as children of God, and how they might increase their love not only for neighbor, but 
also their selves. All money raised through #iGiveCatholic on November 27 will go directly 
to STM’s Youth Ministry. Funds will be put towards paying for summer camps and retreats.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
MICHAEL GERSON TO SPEAK AT STM  
November 18, 7:00 PM, Main Church  
Michael Gerson is a columnist at the Washington Post and 
was a top aide to President George W. Bush. He has written 
extensively on the place of religion in the public square. 
Gerson has been critical of the de-evolution of evangelical 
Christianity and its negative influence on the politics of our 
current time.  
 

STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM 
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha 
World.  "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's 
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with 
Jesus and service for Him."  
 

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM  
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday  
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The  
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the 
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish 
Library.   
 

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY 
Tuesdays 1:30 PM  
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every  
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.  
 

CONSIDER LEADING A LIFE GROUP NEXT YEAR! 
Life Groups are small faith communities in our parish that 
meet in people’s homes for fellowship, reflection, and  
sharing. If you’re seeking a way to connect to other  
members of our community consider facilitating a Life 
Group. It’s just a ten week commitment. The next facilitator 
training is Sunday, December 9 at 1:15 PM. Sign up at  
is.gd/lifegrouptraining  
 

CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP  
Contemplative Outreach of Atlanta will offer an Introduction 
to Centering Prayer Workshop, hosted by St. Thomas More 
Catholic Church on Sat., Dec. 8, 2018, from 9:00 AM -3:00 
PM. Registration begins at 8:30 AM. The registration fee is  
 

$35 including a box lunch. You may register online under 
Upcoming Programs at contemplativeoutreachatlanta.com 
The series will introduce participants to the four simple 
steps of Centering Prayer and provide opportunities to 
practice the discipline in daily life. For more information, 
contact Carl McColman at mccolman@anamchara.com or 
Maggie Winfrey at coatlantageorgia@gmail.com.   
 

Centering Prayer is a simple method of prayer, rooted in ancient 
Christian tradition. “… not so much the absence of thoughts as 
the detachment from them. It is the opening of mind and heart, 
body and emotions – the whole body - to God …beyond words, 
thoughts, and emotions.” — Thomas Keating, Open Mind, Open 
Heart.   
 

ADVENT EVENTS AT STM 
Advent by Candlelight: A Women’s Advent Celebration 
Monday, Dec. 3 at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall 
 

An Evening of food, fellowship and Advent 
reflection. Each table is invited to provide 
all that’s needed for a festive potluck 
meal. RSVP at bit.ly/candlelight2018 
 
As Joseph Waits: Men’s Advent Prayer and Dinner 
Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room 

 
Join the men of our community for  
prayer, dinner, and an Advent reflection.  
RSVP at bit.ly/josephwaits 
(Limited space) 
 

 

IS IT TIME TO GIVE GOD A SECOND THOUGHT? 
An Advent mission, Dec. 10-12 at 7:00 PM, Main Church 
 

Monday: What Good is God? 
Tuesday, Why Prayers Don’t Work 
Wednesday: Ten Kinds of People We Don’t Have to Love 
 

Come let Paulist Father John Collins help you to discover 
your own personal faith story and learn the importance of 
taking that story beyond the walls of the church. 
 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
mailto:coatlantageorgia@gmail.com


PARISH LIFE 
THE GIVING TREE (CONTINUED FROM COVER) 

Please take a tag and return the gifts to the church narthex 
during weekend Masses by Dec. 2nd. Do not leave  
unattended gifts in the narthex. Please follow directions on 
the tag regarding wrapping or not and attach your tag to 
the gift. Please do not leave unsolicited gifts, especially food 
items. **Tip to ensure proper delivery: Sometimes tags get 
lost. Snap a pic of your tag when you take it off the tree. 
This will help us if you lose your tag. If you have any  
questions please contact Darija Pichanick at  
darijapichanick@comcast.net or 404-735-4669.  
 

STM PARISH VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Philip Lee (left), Grand Knight of the STM Knights of  Columbus  
Council, and Ron Logan, STM parishioner and Vietnam War veteran, 
at a Veterans’ Day ceremony in the narthex on November 10. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, Parish office will be closed 
Sunday November 25th.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We need people to help change out the 2018 Breaking 
Bread Missals in the church on Tuesday, November 27th at 
10:00 AM. Please contact Joe Messina at the parish office or 
jmessina@stmga.org. 
 

AUDITIONS FOR BEAUTY AND THE BEAST!  

Auditions for the spring production of Disney's Beauty and 
the Beast will be held Sat., Dec. 8 from 10AM to 5PM in the 
school music room. Adults and children are all welcome to 
audition for this tale as old as time! Performance  
experience not required. Show dates are May 3-5 and  
10-12. Visit the parish website to sign up for an audition 
slot.  Follow The More Players on Facebook or contact Alex 
Azzarello at alexazz2006@gmail.com for more information.   
Please contact Alex if you are interested in helping with sets 
or other backstage and tech work.   
 

MONASTERY GOODS 

The Knights of Columbus will be selling Monastery goods 
from Dec. 1 through Dec. 16 in the Narthex. 
 

THANK YOU! 

Thanks to those parishioners who volunteered to speak 
after all the Masses the weekends of November 3-4 and  
10-11 to encourage increased parishioner commitment to 
STM parish life in the coming year.  We were moved by your 
descriptions of how STM has been important to you and to 
your families. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
STM 44TH ANNUAL 8TH GRADE BAKE SALE  

NOVEMBER 17TH-18TH 

There is nothing like the smell of fresh pastries, cookies, 
cakes, pies, and breads. This weekend, that smell will fill the 
halls of St. Thomas More. You will find hundreds of  
home-baked goodies—like pumpkin pies, delicious breads, 
and family secret recipe cookies—at the 44th Annual 8th 
Grade Bake Sale: 

 Saturday, November 17th, from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

 Sunday, November 18th, from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM (after 
all the morning Masses) 

 

HONOR AND GRATITUDE FOR VETERANS AND ACTIVE 

DUTY PERSONNEL   

On Monday, November 12th, our school invited veterans 
and service members affiliated with the school or church to 
join the students at a special ceremony in their honor.  Each 
branch of the military was recognized and celebrated.  Our 
special guest, Veterans Empowerment Organization’s Faith 
Ambassador, Stephanie McRae, shared her story and  

accepted a check donated from the school’s proceeds from 
the lawn flags for VEO.  After the ceremony, veterans and 
service members joined the students for a breakfast  
reception.  St. Thomas More School is honored to have the 
opportunity to thank our veterans and salute their service.   
   

mailto:darijapichanick@comcast.net
mailto:jmessina@stmga.org


ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY NOVEMBER BREAKFAST 
A Catholic Attorneys’ group, The St. Thomas More Society, is hosting a regular breakfast for Catholic Attorneys to get to 
know each other.  We meet at 7:30 AM each third Wednesday of the month for about an hour in a casual setting over 
breakfast.  There is no cost other than paying for your own breakfast.  Join us at J. Christopher’s in Midtown at 950 West 
Peachtree Street (upstairs).  Parking is free in the building (and fairly plentiful).  Our November breakfast is on Nov 21st. 
 

CHARLIE BROWN’S SPECIAL CHRISTMAS     
Saturday, Dec. 1 from 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.” —Linus.  The classic holiday tale that  
highlights our faith and brings the family together. Join Lucy, Snoopy, Linus, Charlie Brown and the  
entire Peanuts gang as they produce their own Christmas play! For more information go to   
http://www.spx.org  or email spas@spx.org. Monsignor Terry W. Young Center for the Performing Arts at 
St. Pius X Catholic High School—Tickets $5.00. 
 

MARIST SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE  
Sunday, December 2, 2018 from 1-4:00 PM.   

A brief school presentation will begin at 1:00 PM. Come meet students, 
teachers, and coaches while learning about our academic, spiritual, and 
extracurricular programs.  Marist School is an Independent Catholic 
School of the Marist Fathers and Brothers that enrolls boys and girls of 
all faiths for grades seven through twelve.  For more information please 
visit our website at www.marist.com.   

3 NIGHT WOMEN'S ADVENT RETREAT: A JOURNEY OF ADVENT HOPE  
In the tradition of the Stations of the Cross, this retreat offers fourteen meditations drawn from the Infancy Narratives in 
the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. Using Stations of the Crib by Joseph Nassal as our guide, we will journey to the manger 
in Bethlehem and there experience the wonder of “God with us” right here, right now, even in the midst of broken  
promises, difficulties, tragedies or terrorism. Our journey of Advent hope is one which will lead us into the heart of God 
who so loves us that he sends his only Son into the world in which we live. 
 

This is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the retreat, including at meals, 
unless otherwise noted. Thursday, November 29, 2018 through Sunday, December 02, 2018 at Ignatius House. 
 

We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  

VISIT EPIPHANY’S NATIVITIES 
For the twenty-third holiday season, The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany presents an exhibit of over 300 nativity scenes 
from around the world from Saturday, December 8 through Sunday December 16 – open on select days. Many of the  
nativities are accompanied by scriptural quotes and hymn texts. Admission: $5.00 for adults; Free for children under 12. 
For a brochure of times or more information call 404.373.8338 or visit www.epiphany.org.        
 

CHRISTMAS IN AVONDALE  
Come enjoy "Christmas in Avondale: A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols" at Avondale First Baptist Church on Sunday, 
December 16 at 5 PM Free admission. 47 Covington Road, Avondale Estates.                                   

 
 
 
 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

COMMUNTIY NEWS 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR ADVENT EVENTS!  
December 2: YAM's Advent Party   
We will meet at the Marlay following the 5:30 Mass. Get 
ready for trivia! More details to come. 
 

December 3: Advent By Candleight  
This year's Advent by Candlelight will be Monday, Decem-
ber 3 at 7:00 PM. Louanne Bachner, a beloved Scripture 
guide to so many at STM, will offer this year's reflection. 
Sign up on the parish website. 
 

December 4: As Joseph Waits 
Men's Advent Prayer and Dinner, limited spots available. 
Sign up on the parish website. 
 

http://www.marist.com
http://www.epiphany.org/

