November 25, 2018—Christ the King
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
CHAPEL HOURS
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM
except on holidays.

THE GIVING TREE
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree in the
narthex to help support several local charities
and groups: STM St. Vincent de Paul, Midtown
Assistance Center, Catholic Charities Refugee
Resettlement Program, International Rescue
Committee, Jerusalem House, STM’s refugee
family, homeless veterans, and more.

See page 6 of the bulletin for more info.

Gifts are due by
December 2nd

SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

MASS TIMES
Fri., Dec. 7—5:30 PM Vigil
Sat., Dec. 8—10:00 AM
Sat., Dec. 8—5:30 PM Sunday Vigil

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH GROUP—#IGIVECATHOLIC

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the

Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:

1-888-437-0764

All money raised through
#iGiveCatholic will go
directly to STM’s Youth
Ministry. Funds will be
put towards paying for
summer camps and
retreats, and establishing
creative and engaging
programming.
See page 5 for more info.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, Nov. 26

Salvation of Souls

Tuesday, Nov. 27

Steve Schulte †
Thomas Mathews

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Fr. Paul Rourke, S. J., Parochial Vicar
paul.rourke@gmail.com
Carol Palmer, Busine ss Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Wednesday, Nov. 28

Robert Hall †

Thursday, Nov. 29

The Child Family

Rey Del Valle. Re ligious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Friday, Nov. 30

Give God the Glory

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., Nov. 27

Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
S Factor Holiday Lights—4:00 PM—Atlanta Botanical Gardens
Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Wed., Nov. 28

Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs., Nov 29

Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church

Fri., Nov. 30

Tai Chi—10:30 AM—Church

Sat., Dec. 1

Beauty and the Beast Auditions—9:30 AM—Music Room
Merton Book Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room
L’Arche Holiday Party—4:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Sun., Dec. 2

The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library
EDGE/Lifeteen Meetings and Dinner—Youth Room and Mulhern Hall

FROM THE PASTOR
This week’s ‘From the Pastor’ is by Stewart Voegtlin, STM’s
Pastoral Assistant for Youth Faith Formation.

Have we moved on from the
theology we proclaimed as
children? Remember raising
our eyes heavenward and
pointing to the sky god as
father of all creation: a big,
bearded, benevolent guy
shadowing us through our
successes and failures that
unfolded throughout the
day? There was a line
drawn. We’re down here;
God’s up there. We thought little of God’s work, unless it
was the stuff of Genesis: earth and water, flesh and blood
brought into existence out of nothing.
In some ways, our theology ended here. God waved a
wand and then took a break that has lasted millennia. As
we’ve grown older, perhaps we’ve come to think that God is
still “off the clock”---that God started the game of life and
then punted the “cosmic football,” to use a terrible sports
metaphor. These ways of thinking, rightly or wrongly, have
a great deal to do with how we understand Church—both
then and now.
If we still buy into that line drawn, that the world is
something God made and then abandoned, we may be
unable to see God’s fingerprints on our day-to-day, to
understand God’s participation not only in creation, but in
creation as an ongoing process. If we’ve read our Gospel,
and grappled with God’s need to understand creation at a
fundamental level, to come into the world as flesh and
blood, and rest in our brokenness, then maybe the idea of
God’s extraordinary activity in our lives is “ordinary.”
By the way, those around you (whether it be your spouse,
friends, kids—or all of the above) are watching and
listening. They are taking in what you say and do, just as
they do when you share your opinion on politics, climate
change, college football, and the perfect pot of chili (with or
without beans?).
If your theology hasn’t been reset, or updated since
childhood, maybe it’s time to reconsider what you believe
in. If your understanding of Church is institutional and/or
creedal, I encourage you to find other ways to embolden
belief. You will help both yourself and those who listen
attentively to you.

I say this not because the institutional Church is “wrong,” or
insufficient, but rather to invigorate faith—to find
something in your day-to-day that both comes from God,
and leads directly back to God—the more banal the better!
If this is too cryptic, allow me to give you an example.
A few weeks ago Andy Otto and I flew up to Massachusetts
to meet with laity from Jesuit parishes of the eastern

province. Our days were spent listening, talking, and
eating—sometimes all at once. A presentation from a
woman in charge of special needs ministry had particular
resonance. She told us about one boy, nine years old,
who’s just found his voice—literally. One morning, at Mass,
he opened his mouth and made sounds that for him
meant, “Alleluia.” He was responding to the Gospel
Acclimation, and once he started, he could not stop.
I will point at this. There is God. There is God continuing to
create, continuing God’s activity in this boy’s life. I will also
point back at a time in this parish, years ago—a time when
my own theology was in desperate need of an update. That
particular Mass was not “effective” for me. It didn’t “do”
what it should’ve done. There were lots of crying babies.
There were lots of toddlers playing in the pews. There were
lots of folks coughing and clearing their throats. It was so
distracting. This was my time to be with God; they were
ruining it.
Then, after the final hymn was sung, a special needs child
ran up to the cantor—a woman with long, beautiful hair.
The child was trying to touch her hair. Once the cantor
realized this, she picked her up, and the child, screaming
with delight, ran her hands through the cantor’s hair. This
continued for a few minutes. I realized, at this moment,
that this very exchange was God’s activity in the world, that
this incredibly touching interaction, was Church. And all I
had to do was open my eyes, and see.
We invite parishioners to participate in upcoming faith
formation programs that might aid in theological
refreshment, such as our Adve nt Parish Mission, Dec.
10-12; Advent by Candlelight (for women), December 3; and As
Joseph Waits (for men), December 4. Please see the bulletin for
more details.
Stewart Voegtlin

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?

On Sunday, November 11 the Social Justice committee
sponsored a panel event on immigration and refugee issues
with Mayor Ted Terry, Dr. Marie Marquardt and Frances
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
McBrayer. Their presentation was very informative and helped
address a lot of myths perpetuated by the media. We're sharing
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to their presentation for those who missed the event but want to
stay informed.
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
Visit the parish website to view a slideshow presentation from
the event.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

DRIVERS NEEDED FOR I CARE MINISTRY

There are seniors in our church and in DeKalb County who
require transportation to and from their medical appointments.
Would your schedule allow you to provide a ride for one of
them once a month, twice a month? If you can spare a small
amount of time, I CARE, Inc. would be most grateful for your
help. We have many clients but need more drivers. I CARE, Inc.
is a non-profit organization operating out of The Church at
Decatur Heights; 735 Sycamore Drive in Decatur. Volunteer
drivers provide FREE rides to seniors who have trouble getting
to and from their medical appointments.
For more information on becoming a volunteer or a client, visit
icareseniors.org or email coordinator@icareseniors.org Ginny
Lester is the contact person for this ministry at STM and can be
reached at 404-512-7394.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
November 25—Christmas Flowers The second collection the
weekend of November 24-25 will be to purchase flowers for our
Christmas liturgies.
December 9—Retirement for Religious The second collection the
weekend of December 8-9 helps religious communities care for
senior members – today and tomorrow.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

STM’s message is simple: God loves you, and God’s love for you is boundless and all inclusive. Nowhere is the impact of this message seen more fully than in STM’s youth groups
where the youth strive to better understand their place in the world as children of God,
and how they might increase their love not only for neighbor, but also their selves.
All money raised through #iGiveCatholic will go directly to STM’s Youth Ministry. Funds will
be put towards paying for summer camps and retreats, and establishing creative and
engaging programming.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."

Centering Prayer is a simple method of prayer, rooted in ancient
Christian tradition. “… not so much the absence of thoughts as
the detachment from them. It is the opening of mind and heart,
body and emotions – the whole body - to God …beyond words,
thoughts, and emotions.” — Thomas Keating, Open Mind, Open
Heart.

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

ADVENT EVENTS AT STM

Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library.

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

Advent by Candlelight: A Women’s Advent Celebration
Monday, Dec. 3 at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall
An Evening of food, fellowship and Advent reflection. Each
table is invited to provide all that’s needed for a festive potluck meal. RSVP at bit.ly/candlelight2018
As Joseph Waits: Men’s Advent Prayer and Dinner
Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room

Tuesdays 1:30 PM
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every
Join the men of our community for
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.
prayer, dinner, and an Advent reflection.
RSVP at bit.ly/josephwaits
CONSIDER LEADING A LIFE GROUP NEXT YEAR!
(Limited space)
Life Groups are small faith communities in our parish that
meet in people’s homes for fellowship, reflection, and
sharing. If you’re seeking a way to connect to other
members of our community consider facilitating a Life
Group. It’s just a ten week commitment. The next facilitator IS IT TIME TO GIVE GOD A SECOND THOUGHT?
An Advent mission, Dec. 10-12 at 7:00
training is Sunday, December 9 at 1:15 PM. Sign up at
PM, Main Church
is.gd/lifegrouptraining
Monday: What Good is God?
Tuesday, Why Prayers Don’t Work
Contemplative Outreach of Atlanta will offer an Introduction
Wednesday: Ten Kinds of People We
to Centering Prayer Workshop, hosted by St. Thomas More
Don’t Have to Love
Catholic Church on Sat., Dec. 8, 2018, from 9:00 AM -3:00
PM. Registration begins at 8:30 AM. The registration fee is
Come let Paulist Father John Collins help you to discover
$35 including a box lunch. You may register online under
your own personal faith story and learn the importance of
Upcoming Programs at contemplativeoutreachatlanta.com taking that story beyond the walls of the church.
The series will introduce participants to the four simple
steps of Ce ntering Prayer and provide opportunities to
practice the discipline in daily life. For more information,
contact Carl McColman at mccolman@anamchara.com or
Maggie Winfrey at coatlantageorgia@gmail.com.

CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP

PARISH LIFE
THE GIVING TREE (CONTINUED FROM COVER)

Please take a tag and return the gifts to the church narthex
during weekend Masses by Dec. 2nd. Do not leave
unattended gifts in the narthex. Please follow directions on
the tag regarding wrapping or not and attach your tag to
the gift. Please do not leave unsolicited gifts, especially food
items. **Tip to ensure proper delivery: Sometimes tags get
lost. Snap a pic of your tag when you take it off the tree.
This will help us if you lose your tag. If you have any
questions please contact Darija Pichanick at
darijapichanick@comcast.net or 404-735-4669.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, Parish office will be closed
Sunday November 25th.

MONASTERY GOODS

The Knights of Columbus will be selling Monastery goods
from Dec. 1 through Dec. 16 in the Narthex.

FR. MARK THANKS STM PLEDGE MONTH SPEAKERS
Several parishioners spoke at all Masses the weekends of
November 3-4 and 10-11 encouraging other parishioners
to commit to greater engagement in the parish during the
coming year. These speakers were: Denis Pichanick, Marie
and Chris Marquardt, Bill Morrison. Matt and Brigid Kirk,
Erin and Luke Brewster, Kathleen and Edwin Link, Pam and
Steve Ryan, Julie and Steve Siler, Robert Weaver, and Alex
and David Azzarello. We thank them for their testimony
about the place of STM in their families' lives.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
THE CANCER SEWING GROUP
The cancer sewing group will meet on Thursday, December opportunities always available. Archdiocese security
6th at 9:00 AM in the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or
Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home. No special skills
needed. This will also be the Christmas luncheon, so please dmabrock@bellsouth.net.
bring a covered dish to share.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We need people to help change out the 2018 Breaking
Bread Missals in the church on Tuesday, November 27th at
10:00 AM. Please contact Joe Messina at the parish office or
jmessina@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
HARRY POTTER, FANCY NANCY AND THE CAT IN
THE HAT AND MORE!
Our much-anticipated Book Character Day had every
student (and teacher!) joyfully dress as their favorite book
character, describes their character and book and parade
across the stage for the whole school to see. Another
fantastic STM School tradition!

DRESS UP YOUR HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS! STM
GREENERY SALE
The STM Greenery Sale is OPEN! Beautiful wreaths and
centerpieces are the perfect addition to your holiday
celebrations. They also make wonderful gifts!
STM receives 20% cash back on each sale, with all proceeds
committed to the continued support of our school!
Free shipping! Online orders accepted now through Dec
16th: https://www.lcffundraising.com/f/723835

“Thing 1” and “Thing 2” at Book
Character Day.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR ADVENT EVENTS!
December 2: YAM's Advent Party
We will meet at the Marlay following the 5:30 Mass. Get
ready for trivia! More details to come.

December 3: Advent By Candlelight
This year's Advent by Candlelight will be Monday, December 3 at 7:00 PM. Louanne Bachner, a beloved Scripture
guide to so many at STM, will offer this year's reflection.
Sign up on the parish website.
December 4: As Joseph Waits
Men's Advent Prayer and Dinner, limited spots available.
Sign up on the parish website.

COMMUNTIY NEWS
CHARLIE BROWN’S SPECIAL CHRISTMAS

Saturday, Dec. 1 from 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men. That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.” —Linus. The classic holiday tale that
highlights our faith and brings the family together. Join Lucy, Snoopy, Linus, Charlie Brown and the
entire Peanuts gang as they produce their own Christmas play! For more information go to
http://www.spx.org or email spas@spx.org. Monsignor Terry W. Young Center for the Performing Arts at
St. Pius X Catholic High School—Tickets $5.00.

MARIST SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, December 2, 2018 from 1-4:00 PM.

A brief school presentation will begin at 1:00 PM. Come meet students,
teachers, and coaches while learning about our academic, spiritual, and
extracurricular programs. Marist School is an Independent Catholic
School of the Marist Fathers and Brothers that enrolls boys and girls of
all faiths for grades seven through twelve. For more information please
visit our website at www.marist.com.

3 NIGHT WOMEN'S ADVENT RETREAT: A JOURNEY OF ADVENT HOPE

In the tradition of the Stations of the Cross, this retreat offers fourteen meditations drawn from the Infancy Narratives in
the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. Using Stations of the Crib by Joseph Nassal as our guide, we will journey to the manger
in Bethlehem and there experience the wonder of “God with us” right here, right now, even in the midst of broken
promises, difficulties, tragedies or terrorism. Our journey of Advent hope is one which will lead us into the heart of God
who so loves us that he sends his only Son into the world in which we live.
This is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the retreat, including at meals,
unless otherwise noted. Thursday, November 29, 2018 through Sunday, December 02, 2018 at Ignatius House.
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.

VISIT EPIPHANY’S NATIVITIES

For the twenty-third holiday season, The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany presents an exhibit of over 300 nativity scenes
from around the world from Saturday, December 8 through Sunday December 16 – open on select days. Many of the
nativities are accompanied by scriptural quotes and hymn texts. Admission: $5.00 for adults; Free for children under 12.
For a brochure of times or more information call 404.373.8338 or visit www.epiphany.org.

CHRISTMAS IN AVONDALE

Come enjoy "Christmas in Avondale: A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols" at Avondale First Baptist Church on Sunday,
December 16 at 5 PM Free admission. 47 Covington Road, Avondale Estates.

MARRIED COUPLES

Christ is our King, but that doesn't mean we can't treat our spouses like royalty! Learn great tools for communicating at an
upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend. The next Weekends are March 1-3 and May 3-5. You can get more
information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.

