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#IGIVECATHOLIC
STM has some exciting news
to share with you!
On Tuesday, November 28, 2017
#GivingTuesday, the Catholic Foundation of
North Georgia and
The Archdiocese of Atlanta are hosting
#iGiveCatholic – the ﬁrst online giving event
of its kind in our archdiocese.
#iGiveCatholic is an online giving event that
brings the Catholic community together and
makes it easy to give thanks and give back.
All donations made to STM will beneﬁt our
2018 youth mission trip.

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

THE GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree will be in the STM narthex beginning
November 18th and 19th. This year we are assisting
several areas’ charities: STM St. Vincent de Paul, Peter
and Paul food pantry, Missionaries of Charity, residents
of Gift of Grace, Jerusalem House (winter coats only),
STM’s refugee family, a Habitat for Humanity family,
and the homebound.
Please take a tag and return the gifts to the church
narthex during weekend Masses by December 3rd. Do
not leave unattended gifts in the narthex. Please
follow directions on the tag regarding wrapping or not.
Please do not leave unsolicited gifts, especially food
items.
**Tip to ensure proper delivery: Sometimes tags get
lost. Snap a pic of your tag when you take it oﬀ the
tree. This will help us if you lose your tag.
If you have any questions please contact Lisa Cranwell-Bruce at
lisaacb@gmail.com or oﬃce 404-413-1189.

NOVEMBER IS JESUIT
VOCATIONS MONTH
For more information, visit
http://jesuits.org

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
MONDAY, Nov. 27 Peggy Rosentreter †
TUESDAY, Nov. 28 Robert Hall †
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 29 Thomas Mathews †
THURSDAY, Nov. 30 Karen Bischoﬀ †
FRIDAY, Dec. 1 Martha Sue Moore †
Pray for those recently baptized:
Kingston Payne, Michael Grimes, Teddy Welch, and Lincoln
Haddad.
Pray for those who have died:
Joseph Biondo

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.

Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Nov. 27

Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Tues. Nov. 28

Renew with Louanne Bachner– 1:30 PM—Parish Library
RCIA—7:00 PM— St. Julie Room

Wed. Nov. 29

Bridge—-2:00 PM— Parish Library

Sat. Dec. 2

Merton Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room

Sun. Dec 3

The Word with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM—Parish Library

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as possible, by participating in
our parish programs and ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much
as your means allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or
bring it to the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
As I move through a typical day at
STM, I am reminded how
generous and committed so many
of our parishioners are. For
instance, just this morning
(Monday, November 13) I greeted
the several parishioners who
come in each Monday morning to
count and record the collection
proceeds from the previous
Sunday. They don’t get paid; they don’t get public
recognition (they certainly don’t seek it). They do what
they do from their good hearts.

•

The parishioners in Martha’s Ministry who host
wonderful receptions for grieving family and friends
following funerals at STM

•

The STM More Moms ministry

•

The organizers of our lay-led Walking with Purpose
program and Sunday morning Bible Study, and the
parishioners who lead the conversations at our
Sunday morning CoﬀeeHouse

•

The ushers, altar servers, lectors, Eucharistic
Ministers, and sacristans who assist at our Sunday
worship and the parishioners who sing in our
Sunday choirs

•

The parishioners on our STM Welcome Committee
who greet folks arriving for Sunday Mass and who
welcome newly registered members of STM

Another example: Last Sunday I stopped by one of our
kindergarten Religious Ed classes to see how things
were going. I was very impressed with how attentive the •
kids were and how well they understood the fundamentals of the Catholic tradition, i.e., that Jesus lives within
their hearts, loves them dearly, and hopes that the
•
children will share his love with others. The credit of
course goes ﬁrst to their parents, who are their
children’s ﬁrst teachers, but their STM catechists were
clearly very eﬀective in their work.
The ministry of our Sunday morning RE catechists and
our Edge and LifeTeen Core (those adults who assist the
parish staﬀ in teaching and accompanying our youth) is
the most demanding of any that we ask of any
parishioners. These men and women are “on duty”
most every week when they might otherwise be enjoying
their weekend. They do this service not for
•
compensation or honor, but purely out of love for the
kids and a desire to share with them what they
themselves have received from their Catholic
•
experience.

The parishioners who assist divorced parishioners
with annulment petitions before the Archdiocesan
Marriage Tribunal
The parishioners who volunteer in our many parishsponsored and other social justice ministries, including the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry
(DEAM), Habitat for Humanity, Birthright and the
Pregnancy Aid Clinic, Hagar’s House (Decatur Cooperative Ministry), the Cancer Sewing Group, our
refugee resettlement program, the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, the AIDs ministry at Jerusalem House,
the ministry of the Missionaries of Charity at Gift of
Grace, the local L’Arche Community, Cristo Rey
Atlanta, and our annual mission trips to Jamaica and
Haiti
The parishioners who organize and manage our
parish sports programs, and
The many parishioners who serve in parish
governance as members of the Parish Council,
Finance Council, Social Justice Committee, Education
and Faith Formation Committee, School Advisory
Council, and the School’s Parent Teacher
Organization.

There are many other examples of this sort of
impressive but quiet engagement with our parish
community. Let me list several of these, precisely
because STM parishioners may not be aware of these.
For fear of overlooking any particular individual, I will not It is possible that I have overlooked many ministries in
identify particular parishioners who are involved in
which STM parishioners are engaged generously and
these works:
without recognition. For this I am sorry. But all of you
have my thanks.
• Our Eucharistic Ministers who visit the hospitalized
Fr. Mark
and the homebound, several thousand visits each
year
•

The parishioners who participate in our S Factor
program whose activities include service to our
Homebound

•

The parishioners who participate in our parish
More Eats program, providing regular meals to
parishioners and many of our seniors

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION
Parishioners might beneﬁt from a short refresher on the
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and
on the tongue. Check out the short video, Sacraments
101: Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the
Paulists, at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .
If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things
much easier for the priest or minister who oﬀers you
Communion.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

LITURGY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 12/8/17
(HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)
Thursday 5:30 PM Vigil Mass
Friday 9:00 AM School Mass
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
PARISH PENANCE SERVICE 12/12/2017 7:00 PM

PARISH FINANCES
OCTOBER 2017

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
The Second Collection on December 9-10 will be for the
Retirement Fund for Religious.
The Second Collection on December 16-17 will be for
the STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
YAM BRUNCH
December 3 after the Noon Mass, at The Marlay. Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) for more information.

ADVENT (HOLIDAY) PARTY DECEMBER 17
Contact Gizelle (gizelle.gopez@gmail.com) for more information.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE and LIFETEEN:
Youth Dinners: Each family is expected to supply dinner one time during the school year.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054fa4a72ba13-sunday1/2074376
If you are going on a Mission trip or Summer Camp: Required fund raisers for CHWC mission trip
donut duty: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094cadad23a02-201718
EDGE AND LIFETEEN SAVE THE DATE:
Service Saturday: 12/2
Shoebox shopping: 12/9
Teaching Mass: 12/17
EDGE/LIFETEEN and RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (4 yrs—5th Grade)
Classes
12/3, 12/10, 12/17

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL ADVENT PROJECT
This Advent season, students of STM School will participate in a special Advent project called
Operation Christmas Child. The students will be given a specially designed “shoebox” at the ﬁrst
school Advent service on Monday, November 27, 2017. Students will ﬁll the boxes with toys, hygiene
items, and school supplies these items and the shoeboxes will be shipped out before Christmas.
Operation Christmas Child sends shoeboxes ﬁlled with toys, hygiene items, and school supplies to
kids around the world who have been aﬀected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease.
This is one more way that students at STM School are living up to our school theme of Doing MORE
for Others!

STM’S HEALTH TEACHER, MS. O’SHEA, ON A MISSION
STM School health teacher and STM parishioner, Gigi O’Shea, traveled to Kingston, Jamaica, this
summer to do hands-on mission work for Missionaries of the Poor (MOP). Our St. Thomas More
community supports the Missionaries of the Poor (MOP) and the great work being done throughout the world by these humble and devout Brothers. Their sole purpose in life is to build family
and community among the poorest of the poor, disabled and disadvantaged.
The Kingston, Jamaica mission provides homes and support for over 500 poor and disabled men,
women and children. Ms. O’Shea traveled with a team of STM volunteers to Kingston to do
hands-on mission work where they stayed with the Brothers for ﬁve to seven days and work side
by side with them each day. When she returned, Ms. O’Shea told us that she’s “so blessed to be
part of STM and our MOP volunteer team. We always return home with a renewed faith and love
for the poor.”
For more information about the next mission trip to assist the Missionaries of the Poor contact Corky Pagoria at
cpagoria@bellsouth.net.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
SHARING THE JOURNEY WITH MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
Pope Francis launched a two-year Share the Journey campaign on September 27, calling on each of us to walk with
refugees and migrants in love and solidarity. Frances McBrayer, Senior Director of Refugee Services at Catholic Charities
Atlanta, joined STM parishioners on November 12 for a Coﬀee House conversation on local, national, and global refugee
resettlement issues. The discussion included an overview of how encountering refugees on their journey is both an
answer to the Pope’s call and is rooted in Catholic Social Teaching.
Read more about Share the Journey here: https://www.share journe y.org/; and the tenets of Catholic Social Teaching
here: http://www.usccb.org/be lie fs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/themes-of-catholic-socialteaching.cfm.

PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION FOR REFUGEE ADMISSIONS CONCERNING TO US BISHOPS
The Administration and the current U.S. Congress have proposed to cap the number of refugees admitted to the United
States at 45,000 for ﬁscal year 2018. This would be the lowest number of admissions since the refugee program began
in 1980, despite the rapidly growing global number of refugees. Bishop Joe S. Vásquez of Austin, Texas, Chairman of the
USCCB Committee on Migration, calls on the Administration instead to welcome refugees:
“…Pope Francis exhorted us to 'reach out, open your arms to migrants and refugees, share the journey.' We urge the
Administration to move past this period of intensiﬁed scrutiny and skepticism of the U.S. refugee program, which serves
as an international model. This is a moment of opportunity to restore America's historic leadership as a refuge for those
ﬂeeing persecution.”
Read the full statement of the USCCB on Presidential Determination for Refugee Admissions here:
http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-174.cfm

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Advocate for an increase in the Presidential Determination to at least 75,000 by calling both of your senators and your
representative at 1-866-940-2439. Use #WhereAreTheRefugees on your social media platforms to promote a higher
Presidential Determination and more just processing of incoming refugees

U.S. BISHOPS AND THE TAX BILL
The committee of bishops of the USCCB have studied the tax reform proposals currently under consideration by the US
Congress. The bishops have found some good things in the proposals, but that, on balance, the bishops believe the
proposals create unacceptable burdens on the poor while unduly favoring those who are already most fortunate. To
read the complete statement by the bishops, follow this link
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/federal-budget/upload/Tax-Cuts-and-Jobs-Act-Letter-11-92017.pdf

MISSION TRIP TO HAITI…
“WILL YOU BE MY HANDS?”
The Missionaries of the Poor have opened an orphanage in Port-au-Prince, Haiti…and are
now set up to accept volunteers! STM is planning for a possible January or April trip to help
the brothers in their care for the children. Learn more about the Missionaries, the
Orphanage and how you can help with this important ministry.
We will meet in the parish library November 29th at 7 PM.
Contact Corky Pagoria at cpagoria@bellsouth.net with any questions.

COMMUNITY NEWS
MARIST SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, December 3, 2017 from 1-4:00 PM. A brief school presentation will begin at 1:00 PM. Come meet students,
teachers, and coaches while learning about our academic, spiritual, and extracurricular programs. Marist School is an
Independent Catholic School of the Marist Fathers and Brothers that enrolls boys and girls of all faiths for grades seven
through twelve. For more information please visit our website at www.marist.com.

VISIT EPIPHANY’S NATIVITIES
For the twenty-second holiday season, The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany presents an exhibit of over 200 nativity
scenes from around the world from Saturday, December 9 through Sunday December 17 – open on select days. Many of
the nativities are accompanied by scriptural quotes and hymn texts. Admission: $5.00 for adults; Free for children under
12. For a brochure of times or more information call 404.373.8338 or visit www.e piphany.org.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Join other STM women for our annual Advent meal and celebration.

Marian Monahan, spiritual director from Ignatius House, will help
us reﬂect on the unique ways we as women can give birth to
God in our lives and in our world. Learn more and sign up at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-stmparish
December 4 at 7 PM, Mulhern Hall.
LIFE GROUPS FACILITATOR TRAINING
If you wanted to commit to facilitating a Life Group starting in February (10-week commitment) you must
attend a two-hour facilitator training on either December 10 at 3:15 PM or January 7 at 1:15 PM in the Julie
Room. Attending conﬁrms your commitment to be a Life Group facilitator. Contact aotto@stmga.org with any
questions.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR ADVENT
December 13,
13 Wednesday, 7 PM, Parish Library
Scripture Study: The Infancy Narratives,
Narratives with Jerry Pendrick
December 18,
18 Monday, 7 PM
Advent Taize Evening Prayer
December 20,
20 Wednesday, 7 PM, Parish Library
Scripture Study: The Infancy Narratives,
Narratives with Jerry Pendrick (cont.)

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds, some
of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses)
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

GEORGIA BULLETIN
If you would like to read the Georgia bulletin on line, enter georgiabulletin.org on your computer to read the most
recent copy or past issues.

MONASTRY GOODS IN THE NARTHEX
The Knights of Columbus will be selling Monastery Goods starting the weekend of 12/2-12/3/2017.

WELCOME TO ST. THOMAS MORE
Michael and Karolina Abbott
Monica Bowman
Timothy and Noelle Holdsworth
Gregory and Erin Knab
John Laseau
Keun Lee

Robert and Paige Lontoc
Thomas and Amy Madaelil
Madeline Miller
Mark and Stephanie Orlando
Frederic Ouedraogo
Branden Parks

Louis Rockecharlie
Sean Ryan and Meredith Eastburn
Daniel and Jeanette Schreiber
Lara and Steve Sevener
Jessica and Jonathan Waldrop
Lucas and Emily Wieck

MORE EATS WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 6TH
6:00—7:30 PM Mulhern Hall Adults $5.00 Children $2.50
New families and individuals are invited to enjoy a complimentary meal. Please RSVP via phone
404-378-4588, email ccollins@stmga.org or at the signup board available in the narthex this weekend.
LAST CALL FOR PARISH DIRECTORIES
If you had your picture made and have not yet picked up your directory in the parish oﬃce, please do so before
December 15th.

THE S FACTOR’S
AFTERNOON REFLECTION
WITH FR. PAT

