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    THE ADVENT WREATH  

Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed 
of a circle of evergreen branches into which 
four candles are inserted, representing the 
four weeks of Advent.  Ideally, three candles 
are purple and one is rose, but white candles 
can also be used.  

The purple candles in particular symbolize the 
prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices 
and goods works undertaken at this time. The 
rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete  
Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete  
Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the 
midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are 
close to Christmas. 

The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and 
hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the  
anticipation of his second coming to judge the living and the dead. 

For more information about advent visit www.usccb.org. 

 

WAYS TO CELEBRATE ADVENT AT STM 
 

2nd Annual Women’s Advent by Candlelight 
Monday, Dec. 5 at 7PM in Mulhern Hall.  Sign up on the parish website. 
 
Parish Advent Services 
Tuesday, Dec.. 13—Advent Penance service  
Monday, Dec. 19—Advent Prayer service  
 
Young Adult Advent Night of Reflection 
Wednesday, Dec. 14th 7:30 PM-9:30 PM  
 
 

YOUNG ADULT DINNER 
Please join us Wed. Nov. 30th from 7:30-9:30PM for a 
FREE spaghetti dinner (special guest chef… bet you  
didn’t know he makes a rockin’ sauce)! 
Open to all parishioners 22-39 (married & single) .  
RSVP on parish website. 

 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during 
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the  
presider.  
 
MONDAY, November 28, 2016 
5:30 PM Robert Hall † 
 
TUESDAY, November 29, 2016   
5:30 PM Thomas K. Mathews †    
  
WEDNESDAY, November 30, 2016 
5:30 PM Eugene Edward Carlson † 
  
THURSDAY, December 1, 2016 
5:30 PM Jaime Libhaber †  
Victor David Skukalek † and  
Charle Cawley †  
  
FRIDAY, December 2, 2016 
5:30 PM Bettye Fordyce †  
 
SATURDAY, December 3, 2016 
5:30 PM Dot Gagliano † 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In or-
der to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 

The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time we 
gather for Eucharist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior 
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to  
bulletin@stmga.org.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

Thanksgiving is the most “Ignatian” of all holidays. On this day, more than any other, 
we are inspired to acknowledge that all we have and all we are is a gift from God.  If 
we do this well, we will surely find ourselves in right relationship with God: knowing 
God as the great lover, and knowing ourselves as his beloved. Everything we do, 
every choice we make, will follow from this.  St. Ignatius, founder of the Society of 
Jesus and author of the Spiritual Exercises, said that the experience of being loved 
by God for no reason other than that one exists is the foundation for one’s  
relationship with God.  
 
Accordingly, Ignatius insisted that one who desires a closer relationship with God 
should begin by reflecting on how he/she is always at the center of God’s loving  
attention.  As he put it, one should consider how God is looking at him/her at this and every moment, so that 
one might know in an experiential way the God who has made him/her, who sustains him/her, and who is 
ever drawing him/her into communion. 
 
Ignatius knew that this experience of being loved by God would result in gratitude; that gratitude would lead 
to freedom from inordinate attachment to what is not God; and that, in freedom, one could now give oneself 
without limit to God in return.  
 
Indeed, this is the dynamic of the Spiritual Exercises: the experience of God’s love, gratitude, and freedom to 
love God in return.  As you gather with family and friends around the dinner table and pause to say a “grace” 
before the meal, I encourage each of you to share aloud something specific, great or small, that God has  
given to you and to your loved ones.  Consider all these gifts in silence for a moment, and notice God loving 
you through them.  Let gratitude to God well up in your hearts; and then express together your gratitude to 
God. 
 
At our own Thanksgiving dinner – as we do each night before dinner – Fr. Pat, the other Atlanta Jesuits and I 
name you as God’s gifts, and we thank God for you.  And grateful to God, we will place ourselves more  
completely at your service. 
 
 
- Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
Contact: Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or  
404-378-4588 ext 119 
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

YAM UPCOMING EVENTS 
Wed. Nov. 30th 7:30-9:30PM—Free spaghetti dinner. RSVP 
on parish website. 
Wed. Dec. 14th 7:30 PM-9:30 PM —Young Adult Advent night 
of Reflection. Sign-up coming soon!  
 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 
New this year! For the college student home on Christmas 
break, come away on retreat to be refreshed, renewed, and 
ready to get back to it all successfully. It is a great way to 
begin the new semester. The retreat will feature Brett 
McLaughlin, SJ and runs Jan. 2-4. This is a great Christmas gift 
for your favorite college student. Cost: $250 for private room 
with bath and all meals. If registered by Dec. 5th, 2016, early 
bird special is $200. For more info or to register visit 
www.ignatiushouse.org or call 404.255.0503. 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION  
Adult faith formation wants to hear from you!  Please take a 
moment to take the brief survey, so we can serve you the 
parishioner better! 
tinyurl.com/j4mo6zu  
Or find the link on our parish website. 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sun Nov 27 Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun Nov 27 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM Parish Library 

Sun Nov 27  Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Sun Nov 27 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

Mon  Nov 28 Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern Hall  

Tues Nov 29 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library 

Tues Nov 29  FORMED for Youth 7:00 PM  

Tues Nov 29  RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room  

Wed Nov 30 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library  

Wed Nov 30 YAM Spaghetti dinner 7:30 PM Mulhern 

Thurs Dec 1 Cancer Sewing Group 9:00 AM  St. Julie Room  

Sat Dec 3 STM Craft Fair 9:00 AM Mulhern Hall 

Sat Dec 3  Baptism Class 10:00 AM Parish Library 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and 
in need of the community’s prayers and support. The 
anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND 

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring 
to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to 
your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with  
funeral planning.  
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

LITURGY NOTES 
On this first Sunday of Advent we recall our Church’s 
long-standing tradition that Advent is a time to mark the 
three comings of Christ. First is his coming as one of us, 
a human born of a woman two thousand years ago.  
Second is his coming at the end of time. Third is his  
coming into our hearts. Year A in the cycle of the  
Lectionary readings guide our liturgies beginning on the 
First Sunday of Advent. The evangelist Matthew invites 
us to accept Jesus’ invitation to proclaim the Kingdom of 
Heaven and participate in it through acts of discipleship. 
In our Advent readings, we hear that in Jesus, a new day 
dawns. 

As we begin this Advent season, let us prepare anew a 
place in our hearts for the Lord so that we, like Mary, 
can bring him into a world that truly need of his pres-
ence. 

Pastoral Liturgy…Mary A. Ehle/J.S.Paluch 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

 
LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  
 

 Service Opportunity – CdLS race at Medlock Park Sat. Dec. 3rd 9:00 AM-12 noon .  Signup on parish website.  

 Service Opportunity - We will need high school youth volunteers to wrap giving tree gifts after all masses on Dec. 4th. 
Sign up on the parish website. 

 True Beauty (girls) and True Strength (guys) bible study for EDGE and Lifeteen signup links are now available on the parish 
website. Parents are also welcome! 

 No Lifeteen meeting 11/27.  
 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
 

 True Beauty (girls) and True Strength (guys) bible study for EDGE and Lifeteen signup links are now available on the parish 
website. Parents are also welcome! 

 No EDGE meeting 11/27.  

 NET retreat is Friday Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM 

 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of 
fun, music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG!  

PARISH GIVING 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
We have been publishing the weekly Sunday collection 
totals in this space for many years.  However, as  
parishioners more and more shift to “on-line” giving and 
away from making a weekly Sunday offering (this is a very 
good thing), the Sunday collection totals become less 
meaningful since they do not truly reflect parishioner 
contributions.  For this reason, we will no longer publish 
the Sunday collection totals in each bulletin.  Instead, we 
will publish a summary financial report in the bulletin 
each quarter. These quarterly reports will provide  
parishioners with a more useful measure of parish  
financial performance.   
 
 

 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO THE PARISH 

 

Q: What do you call a fake noodle?  

A: An Impasta  

Rachel Alarcon 
Nicholas Cantrell 

Mark & Holly Dahir & Family 
Maria Munger & Family 

Jason & Brittany Burk & Family 
Greg & Amanda Lesinsui & Family 

Paul & Raigan Carr & Family 
Gretchen Manetta 

John & Lucy O'Donoghue & Family 
Joe & Melissa Childress & Family 

Ryan & Loren Pratt 
Rahim & Fiona Hamirani 

Frank & Josephine DeStefano & Family 
Rosary Mangano 
Thomas Renner 

Henry & Mercedes Mickevivius & Family 
Damien & Jenni Schaefer 

Joshua & Mary Todd & Family 
Andrew & Christina Zamon & Family 
Bradley & Katherine Smith & Family 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
STM ANNUAL GIVING TREE 
Our annual Giving Tree is ready for your participation and 
good will. It has a slightly different focus as we are focusing 
on some different needs in our local community. This year 
the following groups will be served by your generosity: 
 

Missionaries of Charities-Gift of Grace Home, STM chapter 
of St. Vincent de Paul, families of Jerusalem House (women 
living with HIV and their children), Catholic Charities, a local 
family in a new Habitat for Humanity Home and the food 
pantry for St. Peter and Paul 
 

We ask for all gifts to be returned by Dec. 4th. The youth 
groups will help collect the gifts during Masses, please do 
not leave gifts unattended in the Narthex. During the week, 
deliver to the church office. Any questions? Contact Lisa 
Cranwell-Bruce, lisaacb@gmail.com. 
 

STM GREENERY SALE IS ON! 
This STM fundraiser makes shopping easy and makes for 
great gifts! FREE shipping anywhere in the continental US. 
Buy now and CHOOSE your shipping date for later. Send a 
Thanksgiving centerpiece if you're traveling to visit relatives. 
Everything arrives in a beautiful red box. Beautiful fresh 
wreaths and garlands for under $30 total! And our  
wonderful school receives 20% of every purchase. Last 
year your purchases earned over $3,500 for our school. 
Let's do it again! Questions? email fueredi5@gmail.com or 
debra.brady70@gmail.com. 
 

S FACTOR MOVIE NIGHTS 
The S Factor will be viewing a special movie for Advent. 
"From Christ to Constantine" will be seen in two parts on 
Fridays, Dec. 2nd & Dec. 9th at 7PM in the St. Julie room. 
Contact Cass at ccassiecat@aol.com or 404-377-6944. 
 

CHOIR NEWS 
We are now recruiting members for the season of Advent. 
If you are interested, call Caleb at (803) 466-9668 or come 
to one of our rehearsals on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM. 
Starting Dec.1st.  

MONASTERY CHRISTMAS GOODS ARE COMING!
Beginning Dec. 3rd/4th, the Knights of Columbus will once 
again be selling Monastery Christmas items in the narthex 
after weekend masses.  Biscotti, fudge, fruitcake, honey, 
and coffee... it will all be there.  Sale continues through  
Advent. 
 

CRAFT FAIR AT ST THOMAS MORE 
Are you in need of gift ideas for the holidays?  Then you 
might want to check out STM’s Craft Fair on Saturday, Dec. 
3rd from 9 AM to 2:00 PM in Mulhern Hall.  Tables for rent 
are still available.  The cost is $50 per table and rental pro-
ceeds go to the STM Youth Groups.  If you are interested in 
renting a table contact Marie Diebold at 404-378-4588 
X112 or mdiebold@stmga.org.  
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AT STM  
STM offers opportunities to engage in all sorts of prayer. 
We encourage you to give some thought to praying before 
the Blessed Sacrament in the STM chapel. The Church 
teaches that prayer in the presence of the Sacrament is a 
privileged time, a time when we speak to and respond to 
the prompting of the Eucharistic Lord in our hearts. Just as 
Jesus took time to be alone in prayer, so do we. If you are 
interested in praying before the Sacrament on a regular 
and on-going basis, contact Cyndy Fordyce at: adora-
tionstm@aol.com, or at 404-370-0644.  
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months 
- preschool (including 3 yr olds no longer enrolled in  
Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 
9:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes 
before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each 
week. You can focus on mass while they have fun and play 
in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family 
Room. Volunteer opportunities always available.  
Archdiocese security clearance required and provided. 
Contact Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 
dmabrock@bellsouth.net  

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

MARIST SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016 from 1-4:00 PM.  A brief school presentation will begin at 1:00 PM. Come meet students, teachers, 
and coaches while learning about our academic, spiritual, and extracurricular programs.  Marist School is an Independent 
Catholic School of the Marist Fathers and Brothers that enrolls boys and girls of all faiths for grades seven through twelve.  
For more information please visit our website at www.marist.com. 

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES AT THE IGNATIUS HOUSE 
Advent Days of Reflection  Wed. Dec. 7th and Tues. Dec. 13th  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  God sending Jesus - An act of mercy for 
the world.  Reflect upon themes of mercy and hope, Know the full grace of the season. Come for a Day of Advent Prayer, 
Peace and Calm. 
Advent Women's Retreat Dec. 1-4  "BLESSED ARE YOU AMONG WOMEN"  Listen and Reflect on the Word spoken to us by 
Mary and her cousin Elizabeth. Through their profound love of God, unwavering trust in God and uncompromising belief 
in miracles, they mediate for us a spirit of hope and joy, peace and patience, wonder and awe. Nothing is impossible to 
God!  Retreat Directors -- Sr. Susan Arcaro, r.c. & Sr. Barbara Young, r.c. Register to Reserve your Space at 
www.ignatiushouse.org  or phone 404.255.0503  
 

THE WAY FOR WOMEN  
The way for Women is a 3-day retreat for adult female survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim 
Assistance Program on Dec. 9-11, 2016 at Carmel Retreat Center in Hoschton, GA. The registration deadline is Dec. 2, 
2016. Please contact Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information. 
 

mailto:ccassiecat@aol.com


PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 

Universal: Countries Receiving Refugees 
That the countries which take in a great number of  
displaced persons and refugees may find support for 
their efforts which show solidarity. 

Evangelization: Collaboration of Priests and Laity 
That within parishes, priests and lay people may  
collaborate in service to the community without giving 
in to the temptation of discouragement.  
 
 
 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS NEEDED FOR LOW-INCOME  

SENIORS 
Catholic Charities Atlanta seeks ministry groups, clubs or 
teams interested in providing Christmas food baskets for  
low-income seniors. 
 
Please contact Margaret Prickett for any additional  
information regarding drop-off or pick-up arrangements 
at mprickett@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 
 
Suggested Non-Perishable Items for Senior Christmas  
Baskets: 
Two protein items (ex: canned tuna, salmon, chicken, peanut 
butter) 
One bag of dried beans – black, navy, lentils, or split peas 
One bag of rice 
One box of pasta 
One can of spaghetti sauce 
Two cans of vegetables – corn, green beans, peas, carrots, or 
beats 
Two cans of fruit 
Small box or tin of cookies 

PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE TALK - STM’S BLUE RIBBON 

AWARD 
Join STM School Principal Jerry Raymond on Thursday,  
Dec. 1, 2016 at 8:15 AM in Mulhern Hall as he shares  
information about the Blue Ribbon Award recently 
awarded to STM School and what it means for the STM 
school community.  The presentation will last  
approximately 30 minutes and will include time for 
questions and answers about the award. 
 

STM SCHOOL EVERYDAY GIVING 

If you’re doing holiday shopping, consider shopping at  
AmazonSmile as part of our Everyday Giving program.  
AmazonSmile has the same products, prices and  
service as Amazon, with the added benefit of  
supporting our school.  Visit smile .amazon.com to sign 
up and simply enter St. Thomas More Catholic School, 
Decatur in the search box to designate our school. 
This is an easy way to have a portion of the cost of 
things you buy given to STM School.  There are no  
additional costs or purchases involved. 

 

 

 

STM Middle School  students collected all of this food for 
DEAM. This was their 'entrance fee' to the Middle School 
Social on November 10th.  

 

 


