December 2, 2018—1st Sunday of Advent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
CHAPEL HOURS
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM
except on holidays.
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the

Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:

1-888-437-0764

Come Let us Adore Him
December 3, Monday
7:00 PM Women’s Advent by Candlelight,
Mulhern Hall
December 4, Tuesday
7:00 PM Advent Dinner and Prayer for Men,
Julie Room
December 7, Friday
5:30 PM Vigil of the Immaculate Conception Mass
December 8, Saturday
10:00 AM Immaculate Conception Mass
December 10, 11 & 12, Monday—Wednesday
7:00 PM Parish Advent Mission
with Fr. John Collins, CSP
December 13, Thursday
7:00 PM Parish Advent Penance Service

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO
ST THOMAS MORE

Christmas and the end of the year
are fast approaching. Please
consider making a special offering to
St Thomas More.
For tax purposes it must be in the
office by Dec 31st. All gifts to the
church are tax deductible.

THE 2018 ARCHBISHOP'S
ANNUAL APPEAL

Many thanks to all individuals and
families for your support of the
annual appeal and this parish.
For tax purposes, it is important that
all pledges be paid by the end of the
year.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, Dec. 3
Tuesday, Dec. 4
Wednesday, Dec. 5
Thursday, Dec. 6
Friday, Dec. 7

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Fr. Paul Rourke, S. J., Parochial Vicar
paul.rourke@gmail.com
Carol Palmer, Busine ss Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Divine Providence
Gwen Kelly †
Religious Vocations
Pedro Joaquin Garcia †
The Renolds Family
David Busken †
Anna Lucille Diehl †
Alfredo and Miguel Ocampo †
Harold Biggs †

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Re ligious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Please pray for those who have died:
Gwen Kelly, aunt of Edward Collins
Paul Anthony Shields, brother of Fr. Lester Orville Shields

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org

Please pray for those who are sick:
Ann Bryan, Pat Baumgartner, Bea Runnion and Thomas
Kenny, father of Jesuit Fr. Todd Kenny

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name to
these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email
it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Dec. 3

Advent by Candlelight—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall
Grief Support Group—7:00 PM—Family Room

Tues., Dec. 4

Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
As Joseph Waits: Advent Dinner and Prayer for Men—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room
Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Wed., Dec. 5

Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library
Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Meeting—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Thurs. Dec. 6

Youth Group Adoration in the AM—7:30 AM—Chapel
Cancer Sewing Christmas Luncheon—1:30 PM—St. Julie Room
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church
RCIA—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Fri., Nov. 30

Tai Chi—10:30 AM—Church
S Factor Movie Night—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…



Parishioners are dropping off the gifts they have
purchased for the needy among us as part of our STM
Giving Tree program. Volunteers will be distributing
these gifts over the next couple weeks. This program is
one of many opportunities STM offers to parishioners
to give back from what we have received in this
Christmas season. I thank those parishioners,
especially Darija Pichanick, who worked hard to make
this program happen.



One of the services STM offers to families with very
young children is the Sunday nursery during the 9:30
AM and noon Masses. Mary Ann Brock manages this
program quite well, but she depends on volunteers to
help. We ask that parents who make use of the
nursery occasionally volunteer to assist Mary Ann.
Archdiocesan policy requires that volunteers be
cleared for care of children and receive some training,
but this is not overly burdensome. If you or your
family benefits from the nursery service, please offer to
help.



Thank you to all parishioners who participated in last
Tuesday’s (November 27) #iGIVECATHOLIC fundraising
effort. #iGIVECATHOLIC is a national online giving
program that inspires faithful stewards to make a
donation to a Catholic organization on #GivingTuesday,
a global day of giving. Your donation will support our
youth programs during the coming year.



Because of several recent unpleasant incidents, we
have decided to close and lock the church whenever
the parish offices are closed and no Mass or other
liturgical celebration is taking place. This means that
the chapel will not be open for prayer during these
times. We are sorry for any disruption in your prayer
practice, but our first concern is your safety.

As we begin the Advent season, let
me touch on a number of topics.






STM is offering a number of
Advent-related activities over the
next few weeks. Parishioners
should have received our mailing
with the parish schedule from
now through the end of the
Christmas season. I draw your attention especially to
the women’s event on December 3 (Women’s Advent
by Candlelight); the men’s event on December 4
(Advent dinner and prayer); the Advent parish mission
with Fr. John Collins from December 10 through 12;
and the parish Advent reconciliation service on
December 13.

By all accounts, those persons who heard Washington
Post op-ed writer, Michael Gerson, speak at STM on
November 18 thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Michael
Gerson, a self-described political conservative and
evangelical Christian who admits being strongly
influenced by Catholic social justice teaching, talked at
length about religion and politics. I couldn’t help
thinking throughout: “How Catholic he sounds!” We
video-taped his remarks. Go to the STM website to
watch and listen.
I recently sat in on a meeting of several members of
our STM Social Justice Committee. Greg Amoroso,
John Oshinski, John Poelker, Tanya Frazee, Nadia Ali,
Robert Weaver, and Meg Link were reviewing and
ranking more than two dozen requests from local,
national, and international organizations for financial
grants from STM to help fund their outreach efforts on
behalf of the poor. I was very impressed with how well
the members of the Committee worked together. They
were as eager to listen to the other as they were to
share their own opinions, and they were quick to let go
of personal preferences that were not widely shared.
They were a model of charity and mutual respect,
always seeking consensus. Would that our political
leaders - even our religious leaders - worked together
as well as they did. Clearly, the STM Social Justice
Committee is representing the parish well and is
carefully stewarding your gifts for the greatest benefit.
As the Committee makes its final recommendation
regarding the distribution of this year’s STM social
justice tithe, I will share that information with you.

I truly hope you and your family had a wonderful
Thanksgiving. Now, I wish you a wonderful Advent season.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
DECEMBER FOOD COLLECTION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

The December food collection will be December 8-9 and will
benefit the STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

MARTOUNGOU FAMILY UPDATE

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

Kaltouma Yaya and her family welcomed newborn daughter
Exaucer Martoungou on November 18. Kaltouma, her husband
Jean, and Exaucer’s four older sisters, refugees fleeing civil war
in Central African Republic, came to live in Clarkston, GA in
February 2017. The STM community co-sponsored the family’s
resettlement to the U.S. and continues to provide support and
friendship to the Martoungous.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

Kaltouma and baby Exaucer.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
December 9—Retirement for Religious—The second collection
the weekend of December 8-9 helps religious communities care
for senior members – today and tomorrow.
December 16—STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection
the weekend of December 15-16 supports the activities of STM’s
St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local
area.
December 25—Diocese of Atlanta Catholic Charities—The
second collection the weekend of December 24-25 supports
Catholic Charities helping families get back to independence
after unexpected challenges.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

ONE LOVE ONE HEART 5K

One Love One Heart 5K, organized by a Decatur family who has a child with Cornelia deLange Syndrome (CdLS), seeks
nine EDGE/Life Teen youth to volunteer to help with registration and course support during the event. Volunteers should
arrive around 9AM. The run is held in Medlock Park on Saturday, December 8 from 10AM-Noon. All volunteers will
receive a long sleeve t-shirt and race officials will complete any forms necessary to log volunteer hours for school or
youth programs. For more information please contact STM parishioner Rich Haaland at rich.haaland@gmail.com or
281-844-4909.

YOUTH BABYSITTING FUNDRAISER

The next babysitting fundraiser for EDGE/Life Teen will be Saturday, December 15. Sign up to volunteer or register your
children on the parish website.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
MICHAEL GERSON LECTURE

Michael Gerson gave a lecture on Religion and Politics on
November 18 at St. Thomas More. Visit the parish website
to see the video in case you missed it.

STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."

CONSIDER LEADING A LIFE GROUP NEXT YEAR!

Life Groups are small faith communities in our parish that
meet in people’s homes for fellowship, reflection, and
sharing. If you’re seeking a way to connect to other
members of our community consider facilitating a Life
Group. It’s just a ten week commitment. The next facilitator
training is Sunday, December 9 at 1:15 PM. Sign up at
is.gd/lifegrouptraining

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

January 17 – March 14, Thursdays at 7pm
How, as Christians, are we supposed to handle money and
personal finance? Join our Financial Peace University group
THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY
for a 9-week course to learn how to beat debt and make a
Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM
plan for the future for your family. This program will offer
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
you tools, insights, and scenarios for simple budgeting,
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the fighting debt, planning for retirement, real estate, and using
insurance. Course fee: $109 per family (includes workbook,
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
online budgeting tool, online videos). Register now
Library.
at fpu.com/1074560

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

Tuesdays 1:30 PM
ADVENT EVENTS AT STM
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every Advent by Candlelight: A Women’s Advent Celebration
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.
Monday, Dec. 3 at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall
An Evening of food, fellowship and Advent reflection. Each
CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP
table is invited to provide all that’s needed for a festive
Contemplative Outreach of Atlanta will offer an Introduction potluck meal. RSVP at bit.ly/candlelight2018
to Centering Prayer Workshop, hosted by St. Thomas More
Catholic Church on Sat., Dec. 8, 2018, from 9:00 AM -3:00
As Joseph Waits: Men’s Advent Prayer and Dinner
PM. Registration begins at 8:30 AM. The registration fee is
Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 PM in the Julie Room
$35 including a box lunch. You may register online under
Join the men of our community for prayer, dinner, and an
Upcoming Programs at contemplativeoutreachatlanta.com Advent reflection. RSVP at bit.ly/josephwaits (Limited space)
The series will introduce participants to the four simple
steps of Ce ntering Prayer and provide opportunities to
IS IT TIME TO GIVE GOD A SECOND THOUGHT?
practice the discipline in daily life. For more information,
An Advent mission, Dec. 10-12 at 7:00 PM, Main Church
contact Carl McColman at mccolman@anamchara.com or
Maggie Winfrey at coatlantageorgia@gmail.com.
Monday: What Good is God?
Centering Prayer is a simple method of prayer, rooted in ancient Tuesday, Why Prayers Don’t Work
Christian tradition. “… not so much the absence of thoughts as Wednesday: Ten Kinds of People We Don’t Have to Love
the detachment from them. It is the opening of mind and heart, Come let Paulist Father John Collins help you to discover
body and emotions – the whole body - to God …beyond words, your own personal faith story and learn the importance of
thoughts, and emotions.” — Thomas Keating, Open Mind, Open taking that story beyond the walls of the church.
Heart.

PARISH LIFE
STM GRIEF GROUP

GIFTS OF IRAS TO LOWER INCOME BEFORE YEAR END

The next grief group will meet on Monday, December 3rd at The IRA Charitable Rollover is permanent. If you are 70 1/2
or older, you can make a gift directly from your IRA account
7:00 PM in the Family Room.
to help support the work of your church through the parish
MONASTERY GOODS
endowment fund and benefit from lowering your income
The Knights of Columbus will be selling Monastery goods in and taxes. Please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic
the Narthex through Dec. 16.
Foundation for more information: jgreco@cfnga.org or
404-497-9440.

THE CANCER SEWING CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

The cancer sewing group will meet on Thurs., Dec. 6th at
9:00 AM in the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our Lady
of Perpetual Help Cancer Home. No special skills needed.
please bring a covered dish to share.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
opportunities always available. Archdiocese security
clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or
dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

LEADERSHIP CRISIS ACTION COMMITTEE

The Leadership Crisis Action Committee has been meeting
regularly since September. LCAC’s work continues to evolve
as we journey together in our commitment to reform in our
church. The committee had input on the recent letter sent
to Archbishop Gregory from the Parish Council. We
continue to brainstorm and to develop ideas to take to the
parish council and parish for consideration.
Subcommittees meet separately for discussion and
idea-sharing in specific topic areas, including
communication/parish engagement, education, outreach,
and victim support. Please contact LCAC co-leaders:
Monica LaBelle mla_belle@hotmail.com or Matthew
Busbee matthew@mbusbee.com for more info.

SCHOOL NEWS
CHEERFUL GIVERS
2 Corinthians 9:7 says God loves a cheerful giver, and our
kindergarten givers were especially cheerful as they packed
the collected food from the Thanksgiving Food Drive for
DEAM.

USE YOUR TAXES TO HELP A STUDENT
Through GRACE Scholars, you can provide financial aid to
students in need by redirecting your Georgia state taxes to
St. Thomas More Catholic School. Without any change in
your state tax bill, you can redirect a portion of your taxes
to St. Thomas More Catholic School, resulting in
dollar-for-dollar contribution and tax credit. Register online
at www.gracescholars.org by December 15th. Questions?
Contact Ansley Murphey at amurphey@stmga.org.

The STM Kindergarten class helping with the
food collection for DEAM.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
ADVENT PARTY

December 2: YAM's Advent Party
We will meet at the Marlay following the 5:30 Mass. Get
ready for trivia! More details to come.

SAVE THE DATE

Jan. 6: Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass
Jan. 16: Holy Happy Hour
Feb. 16: L’Arche Valentine’s Day Dance

COMMUNTIY NEWS
NOVENA FOR ABUSE VICTIMS

The Office of Divine Worship of the Archdiocese of Atlanta, in conjunction with the bishops and Chancery staff, will
sponsor a Novena to pray for the healing of victims of abuse, restoring the hope of laity, and fostering the transparency
and accountability of church leadership. The novena is scheduled until Dec. 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The daily novena prayers will be available online at archatl.com. Contact: email
pdejarnett@archatl.com or call 404-920-7339 for information.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY RELIC TOUR

Fri., Dec. 7-Sat., Dec. 8; Holy Spirit Church, 4465 Northside Dr., Atlanta. Holy Spirit will take part in the Knights of Columbus
tour of the Relic of St. Jean Marie Vianney. The relic is the incorrupt heart of the saint and is normally kept with his incorrupt body at the Shrine of St. Jean Vianney in the Basilique d’Ars in Ars-Sur-Formans, France. A votive Mass will be Friday,
Dec. 7 at 9 AM with veneration available through 5:50 PM. Confessions will be heard at the church. On Saturday, Dec. 8,
veneration will be from 9 AM to 12:20 PM. Additional parking available at Northwest Presbyterian Church. St. John Vianney
was known for his priestly and pastoral work. Contact: for details, visit www.hsccatl.com/relic.

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION

Wed., Dec. 12; 9 AM-3 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Dr., NW, Atlanta. In all the preparations of
the season, give yourself a “gift” this holiday season—a day of prayer and silent reflection. Includes a light breakfast, lunch
and liturgy. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or phone 404-255-0503.

VISIT EPIPHANY’S NATIVITIES

For the twenty-third holiday season, The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany presents an exhibit of over 300 nativity scenes
from around the world from Saturday, December 8 through Sunday December 16 – open on select days. Many of the
nativities are accompanied by scriptural quotes and hymn texts. Admission: $5.00 for adults; Free for children under 12.
For a brochure of times or more information call 404.373.8338 or visit www.epiphany.org.

ENCOUNTERING GOD, ENCOUNTERING JOY

Dec 14-16; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Spend a weekend in prayer and silence in order to prepare your heart to fully receive the “tidings of great joy” this Christmas. This two-night silent retreat in
the Ignatian tradition will be directed by Sarah Otto. Contact: IgnatiusHouse.org or call 404-255-0503.
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.

CHRISTMAS IN AVONDALE

Come enjoy "Christmas in Avondale: A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols" at Avondale First Baptist Church on Sunday,
December 16 at 5 PM Free admission. 47 Covington Road, Avondale Estates.

2019 MASS FOR THE UNBORN/STAND FOR LIFE

Respect Life Ministry would like to invite all parishes, schools and ministries in the Archdiocese of Atlanta to join us for the
Mass for the Unborn and Stand for Life event on Monday, January 28, 2019 at the Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699
Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30305.

