
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         December 8, 2019—Second Sunday of Advent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

December 9, Monday 
5:30 pm Mass—Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

December 10, Tuesday 
7:00 pm Parish Advent Reconciliation Service 

 

December 14, Saturday 
7:00 pm YAM Advent party at The Marlay 

 

December 20-22, Friday-Sunday 
Advent Silent Retreat “The Season of Hope”  

 2019 ARCHBISHOP'S  

 ANNUAL APPEAL  

With a little more than a month to go 
in the 2019 Archbishop’s Appeal, we 
are still nearly $35,000 short of our 
parish goal of $155,700. Continued 
on page 4. 

    CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO STM  

Christmas and the end of the  
year are fast approaching. Please  
consider making a special offering  
to St Thomas More. For tax purposes 
it must be in the office by Dec. 31, 
2019. All gifts to the church are tax 
deductible. See page 4 for more info. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., Dec. 9  Alice Brown  
Tues., Dec. 10  Richard Anthony Baudo † 
Wed., Dec. 11  John Holland † 
Thurs., Dec. 12  Members of STM 
Fri., Dec. 13  Nora and John Horan † 
   Mary and Joe Brennan † 

Please pray for those who are sick:  
Alice Brown  
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Jillian Doyle, granddaughter of Virginia Perez 
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Mon., Dec. 9  Knights of Columbus Meeting—7:00 PM to 9:00 PM—Youth Room 
   Faith Formation Committee Meeting—7:15 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
   December Baptism Class—7:30 PM to 8:30 PM—Parish Library 

 

Tues., Dec. 10   Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library  
 
Wed., Dec. 11  Adult Choir Rehearsal—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Church  
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
   
Sun., Dec. 15  El Rufugio Holiday Card Making—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Mulhern Hall 
   The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Community Baptisms with Fr. Tim—2:00 PM to 3:00 PM—Church 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
I am so pleased to see parishioners 
taking full responsibility for much of 
our common life.   

For instance, Cass Catroppa  
organized a morning of prayer and 
reflection for the members of the  
S Factor ministry a couple weeks ago.  
About 20 S Factor members and I 
gathered in the parish library to pray, to share our experi-
ences of God in our respective lives, and to celebrate Eu-
charist together.  The morning ended with a wonderful 
lunch in the Julie Room.   

Richard White and David Pilliod continue to recruit and 
train parishioners to serve as Eucharistic ministers.  Some 
of these serve the Assembly during Sunday Masses, and 
others have weekly responsibilities at Emory University 
Hospital and Emory Dekalb Hospital.  Still others regularly 
visit local senior residences and individual homebound 
parishioners.  I know these visits are extremely important 
to persons who are unable to join us for Sunday Eucharist 
at the parish.   

More than two dozen parishioners serve as catechists in 
our weekly Sunday religious education program.  They are 
providing a terrific service.  Each week they help open our 
youngsters to an encounter with the living Jesus through 
better understanding and practicing our Catholic faith.  
Parishioners Edwin and Kathleen Link help prepare the 
catechists for their classes through weekly  
communications and their supportive presence each week.   

Incidentally, we still need catechists to serve in this  
program.  We have many, many more students than last 
year, but roughly the same number of catechists.  If you 
can help with this important ministry to our young  
parishioners, let Stewart Voegtlin know at: 
svoegtlin@stmga.org. 
 
There are five or six parishioners who come in each  
Monday morning to count and account for the weekend 
collection.  The work typically takes most of the morning.   
I periodically stick my head into the room where they are 
working and take note of how intent they are on their work, 
and how much fun they seem to be having in each other’s 
presence. 

There must be twenty or more parishioners serving on our 
parish Social Justice Committee.  Roughly half of these 
serve on the Education and Advocacy sub-committee,  
developing and overseeing parish programs aimed at  
promoting the well-being of persons whom we sometimes 
overlook.  The other half serve on the “large grants”  

sub-committee, soliciting and then reviewing dozens of 
requests from local, national, and international groups for 
financial grant from STM to support their work on behalf of 
the poor and other needy. The sub-committee’s work  
allows us to distribute our parish tithe for the maximum 
impact. 

Helen O’Leary has taken on the training and scheduling of 
the parishioners who serve as lectors at Sunday Mass.   
Helen came forward a few weeks ago and offered to relieve 
Joe Messina of this task.  Thanks to Helen, we not only have 
a larger pool of lectors, but also a pool that performs well. 

Several parishioners service us in our parish music  
ministry, either as musicians, cantors or as members of our 
adult choir (Sunday noon Mass) or the contemporary  
music choir (5:30pm Sunday).  Others lead our children’s 
choir.  I encourage other parishioners to join these men 
and women in this ministry. 

STM women in particular seem to come together readily 
and easily for prayer, reflection, and socializing.  Large 
numbers of women of every generation participate in the 
Walking with Purpose program and the Women’s Advent by 
Candlelight program.  Several school mothers gather to 
pray the rosary and share stories each week.  And while a 
few men are present, it is mostly women who participate in 
the weekly scripture study programs with Jerry Pendrick 
(Sunday mornings at 10:45 AM) and Louanne Bachner 
(Tuesdays at 1:30 PM).  Women are the mainstays of many 
of our parish works. 

Finally, more than 80 parishioners serve on councils and 
committees that are part of the STM governing structure: 
the Parish Council, Finance Council, our new parish Athletic 
Board, the Social Justice Committee (already mentioned 
above), the Adult Faith Formation Committee, the School 
Advisory Board, and our Parent Teacher Organization.   

I could go on.   

Ours is a new Church.  No longer is the life of the parish 
exemplified by and dominated by the clergy as it was in an 
earlier era.  No longer can anyone say that the priests and 
nuns are by virtue of their religious vocation more  
committed to and more capable in the service of the Peo-
ple of God.  We—all of us—do parish together.  

Thank you all! 

Fr. Mark 

 
 
 
 

mailto:svoegtlin@stmga.org


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

YOUTH “FAMILY DINNER” 
We invite you to provide dinner for STM Youth! There’s a menu 
for each meeting date; a main, salad, and dessert for 20-25 
kids will do. Sign up on the parish website. 
 

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE VBS POSSIBLE 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 22-26 2020. We invite 
you to volunteer! If you’re a cleared, Virtus trained adult (18+) 
and would like to have a positive impact on children, consider 
signing up here: www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020  
 

SAVE THE DATE: INTOWN MISSION 
Save the date for youth “Intown Mission,” June 22-26, 2020. 
We’ll invite 25 STM Youth to volunteer at VBS in the morning, 
we’ll have lunch together, and then participate in a different 
missional activity each day. Some of the sites we’ve confirmed 
so far are the Gateway Center,  DEAM, and Fresh Harvest. The 
week will culminate with a cookout/pool party at the  
Whitcombs! This is for high school youth only (rising 9th grade 
and up). Cost is $35. 

2019 ARCHBISHOP’S APPEAL (CONT. FROM COVER)  
As you know, if we fail to meet our parish goal, STM will be 
obliged to make up the difference from general parish 
funds.  On the other hand, if we exceed our goal, 100% of the 
excess is refunded to STM.  Since STM has always attained our 
goal in past years, we did not include funds in our present 
budget to make up the shortfall from general parish reve-
nue.  Indeed, we also anticipated a small refund, since that has 
been our parish experience in recent years.  You can see that 
there is a lot at stake here. 
 
If you have not made a contribution to the Archbishop’s  
Appeal— or if you made a gift and are able to make an  
additional gift—I urge you to do so before the end of the  
calendar year.  Your gift will benefit not only the larger Church 
of Atlanta, but also our parish. In this season of giving thanks, I 
am grateful to you for your support of our parish family.  
—Fr Mark 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
December 14-15—supports the activities of STM’s St. Vincent 
de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area.  
 
December 24-25—supports Catholic Charities helping families 
get back to independence after unexpected challenges.  
 

2019 STM DONATIONS 
In order to meet IRS requirements, all mailed donations for 
2019 must be postmarked by December 31, 2019.  Due to the 
parish office being closed for Christmas from Monday,  
December 23rd thru Wednesday, January 1, 2020,  donations 
dropped off prior to January 10, 2020 and dated no later than 
December 31, 2019 will be posted to 2019.  Any checks,  
regardless of date, received after January 10, 2020 will be  
posted as a 2020 donation.  

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: 
stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. 

youth@stmga.org 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020
https://www.gatewayctr.org/
https://www.deamdecatur.org/
https://freshharvestga.com/


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION 

Dec. 12 from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM at Ignatius House 
 
Spend the day anticipating the first and second coming of Christ, breaking into our world to be a beacon 
of love, hope, and redemption. 
 
 

ADVENT THE SEASON OF HOPE 

December 20-22 at Ignatius House 
The Season of Advent is when the Church, and the Holy Spirit, extends an invitation 
to consider God’s Holy Promise to “dwell among” us. The fulfilment of this promise 
touches our deepest hopes and our truest spiritual longings. This retreat will explore 
both the meaning and fulfillment of God’s Promise and how this ignites Joy to the 
World. Directed by Fr. Joe Lingan, SJ  
 

A NEW YEAR BEGINS: FROM GRATITUDE TO HOPE  

December 27-30 at Ignatius House 
This is a time to remember the gifts of the past, and to look forward in hope for the year that lies ahead. We remember with 
gratitude the blessings of 2019; the dreams that were realized and the dreams that were not. And we hope and pray as 2020 
unfolds before us. Memory and hope, two gifts of prayer, which Ignatius follows in his Spiritual Exercises. Directed by Peter 
Fink, SJ  
 
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  
 

Learn more and register at IgnatiusHouse.org 

COMING IN JANUARY…  
Pray Without Ceasing: An Introduction to Christian Contemplation and Mystical Spirituality  
with Carl McColman  
This six week course will introduce you to some of the great Catholic mystics, their teachings, and their instructions for 
how even the most ordinary person can grow in the life of prayer and spirituality. Registration is now open:  
bit.ly/stmadult20  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SENDS THANKS   
Thank you very much to all the women from the WWP Bible Study who generously donated Feminine Products for the St. 
Vincent de Paul Food pantry.  They are GREATLY appreciated!  
 

ADVENT SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
Make way for Christ in your heart this Advent season by serving others! The social justice 
committee has organized a variety of opportunities to serve with the following  
organizations: Out of Darkness, El Refugio and the Central Night Shelter. Sign up for one or 
more and pray in action through this beautiful liturgical season. Opportunities are  
available for all ages! 
 

Holiday Card Writing Event 
Join the Social Justice Committee next Sunday, December 15 in Mulhern Hall between the 
9:30 and noon Masses for a holiday card writing event for El Refugio. All ages welcome! 
Come decorate cards and write messages to migrants detained at Stewart Detention  
Center. Marie Marquardt will share how meaningful these cards of hope are to migrants 
during the holiday season. 

Volunteer at the Central Night Shelter  
December 17 (overnight or afternoon opportunities!)—Volunteer overnight at the Central Night Shelter housed at the 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception OR prepare bagged lunches for the men to take when they leave the shelter (all ages 
welcome).  Sign up at bit.ly/AdventShelter 

http://bit.ly/stmadult20


PARISH LIFE 
COURTESY REMINDER—NO PARKING! 
Just a reminder—as everyone knows parking spaces at STM 
are at a premium. Please do not park in the First Christian 
church lot. Also pay attention to the “No Parking” signs, 
(including the driveway by the rectory), the yellow curbs and 
parking too close to fire hydrants (especially on Pinetree and 
Ponce de Leon). Be aware that tickets may be issued.  
Parking is available in the Post Office upper and lower lots. 

 

MORE EATS 
More Eats will be taking a break in December and January. 
See you in February 2020!  
 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR JOB  
STM’s new Athletic Board is looking for an energetic, skilled 
person to develop and oversee STM’s athletic programs. 
This is a part time, paid position.  Interested persons should 
contact the Board’s Chair, Mary Wagner 
chair@stmathletics.org  for more information.  
 

PROPOSED STM SOCCER PROGRAM 
STM is exploring the idea of having a Soccer Program in the 
Catholic Metro Soccer League.  Please take a moment to 
view and complete the Soccer interest survey. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STMSoccer 
 

UPDATE YOUR INFO  
Please make sure to update your contact information with 
the parish office when you have a change in address, phone 
number, or email, or if you have an addition to your family. 
You can notify Charlotte Collins by calling the office or at 
ccollins@stmga.org. Thanks for your help in keeping our 
church database current!  
 
 

DECORATING CHURCH & CHAPEL FOR CHRISTMAS 
Members of the Arts & Environment  
Committee, including those who signed 
up during Stewardship Weekend, and  
anyone else who would like to help are 
welcome on Monday, Dec.23, starting at 
9:00 AM.  Coffee, juice and donuts will be 
provided in the family room. Come and go 
as your schedule allows. Please call  
Maggie Ericson at 770-491-0521 and 
leave a message by Friday, Dec. 20, if you 
will be there. 

SEPARATED OR DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP  
Are you separated or divorced? We invite you to join our 
parish support group. Please contact Lucy O'Donoghue at 
lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com for more information.  
 

DO YOU DONATE ONLINE? 
Please contact Charlotte Collins (ccollins@stmga.org) if you 
no longer need collection envelopes mailed to you. 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS: WANT TO KNOW MORE 

ABOUT STM SCHOOL?  DISCOVERY AND DONUTS 

IS FOR YOU! 
On Sunday, December 8th, from 10:30-11:30 AM, the  
donuts are on us!  We invite you to come enjoy a  
complimentary donut and get to know the largest parish 
ministry, our school.  From the moment you step on our 
campus, you can feel the difference.  Happy students,  
passionate teachers, and supportive staff joyfully striving  
to achieve excellence in academics, faith and service.  Our 
tight-knit community of highly qualified teachers and staff,  
K-8th grade students and their parents are our STM family, 
and we are celebrating over 68 years of excellence in  
education. 

At Discovery and Donuts, meet our faculty, ask questions, 
tour our campus and learn how academic excellence, joyful 
learning and abundant faith are at the heart of all we do. 

 
 
For more School News, please visit:  
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/  

DRESS UP YOUR HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!  
The STM Greenery Sale is OPEN!  
 
Beautiful wreaths, garland, and centerpieces are the perfect 
addition to your holiday celebrations. They also make  
wonderful gifts! STM receives 15% cash back on each sale, 
with all proceeds committed to supporting our school!  
 
Free Shipping! Order online:  
www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/206351  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STMSoccer
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

AVONDALE ESTATES CELEBRATES THE SEASON 
Tour the town during the 27th Annual Avondale Estates Christmas Tour of Homes!  Park at Avondale First Baptist Church 
and catch the trolley or bus for a two-hour tour of five homes on Sunday, December 15. Purchase or pick up tickets at the 
Avondale Community Club, a historic structure built on Lake Avondale in the 1920s. The Holiday Market, open noon to 6, 
features over 30 artists and vendors selling everything you need to finish your shopping list. The Market Cafe will serve 
homemade soups, sandwiches and other treats.  Avondale’s own Mary Kay Andrews will be selling and signing her books, 
too! The First Baptist Church of Avondale Estates will present their “Christmas in Avondale – A Festival of Nine Lessons & 
Carols” at 7:00pm. Tickets for the tour may be purchased for $15 in advance at Avondale City Hall, Finders Keepers  
Furniture, Garage Door Studio and online at https://www.bigtickets.com/e/acc/avondale-estates-christmas-tour-of-homes/
or for $20 on the tour day at the Avondale Community Club. To ride a trolley, remember to reserve a spot with Margaret 
Lunsford at mplcvl@aol.com 
 

THE 4TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS ON CLAIREMONT 
Mark your calendars for Atlanta's finest Christmas Concert for a Cause, Christmas on Clairemont December 15, 2019 at 
7:00 PM, at First Baptist Church of Decatur. The concert is free at the door and open to the community, but 100% of your 
monetary offerings goes directly to a worthy cause in our community.  This year we benefit an organization that operates 
group homes for developmentally disabled people, DDM. 
 

An award-winning LGBT chorus with a traditional choral sound will perform some special songs, as well as the fabulous 
Christmas on Clairemont orchestra, Broadway lead in Phantom of the Opera, Vic Robertson, 2019 Shuler Awards Best 
Leading Actress winner, Jessi Kirtley, six-time soloist under the direction of John Rutter, Sherri Seiden, and many others!  
 

WHAT'S NEXT? LECTURE SERIES —CANON LAW  
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, 7:30 – 9PM, Candler School of Theology, Room 252, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322 
This is the third installment of the What's Next Series exploring the role of laity in the Catholic Church. The speaker will be 
Thomas Doyle. Doyle is a priest, canon lawyer, writer for National Catholic Reporter, addictions therapist and long-time 
supporter of justice and compassion for clergy sex abuse victims. Rev. Thomas P. Doyle, who has a doctorate in canon law 
and five master’s degrees, sacrificed a rising career at the Vatican Embassy to become an outspoken advocate for church 
abuse victims. Since 1984, when he became involved with the issue of sexual abuse of children by Catholic clergy while 
serving at the Embassy, he has become an expert in the canonical and pastoral dimensions of this problem—working  
directly with victims, their families, accused priests, and Church officials.  
 

WHAT’S NEXT?—CONVERSATIONS ON THE CHURCH ABUSE CRISIS 
The sexual abuse crisis in the Church has shaken many Catholics and we want to keep the conversation going as we  
discern what’s next for our church. Join parishioners in January, February, and March to watch lectures hosted by the  
Aquinas Center of Theology at Emory University that ask important questions about our Church. We will engage in  
discussion after the video lectures. Next lecture will be Sunday, Jan. 26: Inverting the Pyramid: Re-Imagining the Role of the 
Laity in Today's Church with Richard Gaillardetz.  
 

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?" (MARK 8:29): QUESTIONS OF IDENTITY IN THEOLOGY AND POLITICS   
Thursday, January 30, 2020, 11AM – 1PM, Cannon Chapel (located behind the Candler School of Theology)  
St. Thomas Aquinas famously teaches that God's existence and essence are identical. This means that the way God exists 
perfectly corresponds to who and what God is. Creatures are not like this. Our existence is a struggle in which we must 
endeavor to find ourselves, become ourselves, and be true to ourselves. This struggle is made much harder by the fact 
that everything with which we seek to establish our identities comes to us through a violent world. Race, gender, sexuality, 
language, religion, family, community, profession, even personality are born of a tangled web of historical relations that 
may wound and alienate us even as we seek to find ourselves in them. Theology offers some hope by inviting us to ask 
who we are in God's merciful eyes. Jesus's question for his disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" is one that we might 
prayerfully address back to him with reference to ourselves. This would be a question not merely of fact but of calling. It 
would be an effort to understand who we are meant to become amid the chaos of this fallen world.    
 

 
 
 

 COMMUNITY NEWS 

SAVE THE DATE—UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 Dec. 14—Advent Party at 6:30 PM at The Marlay.  
Celebrate Advent with our annual Advent dinner and 
trivia. We'll provide appetizers and trivia. Dress in  
purple and pink—the most creative Advent attire will 
get a prize. 

 Jan. 5—Sunday Brunch: 10:30 AM at the Marlay 
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