December 9, 2018—2nd Sunday of Advent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
CHAPEL HOURS
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM
except on holidays.
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the

Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:

1-888-437-0764

Come Let us Adore Him
December 10, 11 & 12, Monday—Wednesday
7:00 PM Parish Advent Mission
Is it Time to Give God a Second Thought?
with Fr. John Collins, CSP
Monday: What Good is God?
Tuesday: Why Prayers Don’t Work
Wednesday: Ten Kinds of People We Don’t Have to
Love

December 13, Thursday
7:00 PM Parish Advent Penance Service

IMMACULATA SHOP ADVENT HOURS
Immaculata Shop will be open Saturday evening after the
5:30 PM Mass during Advent.
CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO
ST THOMAS MORE

Christmas and the end of the year
are fast approaching. Please
consider making a special offering to
St Thomas More.
For tax purposes it must be in the
office by Dec 31st. All gifts to the
church are tax deductible.

THE 2018 ARCHBISHOP'S
ANNUAL APPEAL

Many thanks to all individuals and
families for your support of the
annual appeal and this parish.
For tax purposes, it is important that
all pledges be paid by the end of the
year.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Fr. Paul Rourke, S. J., Parochial Vicar
paul.rourke@gmail.com
Carol Palmer, Busine ss Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Monday, Dec. 10

Mike Washburn †
Theresa Rodriguez †

Tuesday, Dec. 11

John Holland †
Marion Bunce †

Wednesday, Dec. 12

John and Rose Pagoria †

Rey Del Valle. Re ligious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Thursday, Dec. 13

William Heidebriecht †

Friday, Dec. 14

Robert L. Coxworth †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Please pray for those who are sick:
Lucy King, infant daughter of STM teacher, David King

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org

Please pray for those who have died:
William McCarthy, Jr., father of parishioner Dennis McCarthy

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name to
these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

JOIN OUR PARISH

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email
it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Dec. 10

Advent Parish Mission—7:00 PM—Church
Knights of Columbus—7:00 PM—Youth Room

Tues., Dec. 11

S Factor “Christmas Canteen”—8:45 AM—Aurora Theatre
Louanne Bachner Scripture Study—1:30 PM—Parish Library
Advent Parish Mission—7:00 PM—Church
Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Wed., Dec. 12

Advent Parish Mission—7:00 PM—Church
Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM—Family Room

Thurs. Dec. 13

S Factor Veteran gift bags assembly—10:30 AM—Julie Room
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church

Fri., Dec. 14

S Factor Christmas Movie Double Feature—3:30 PM—St. Julie Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Christmas decorations appeared on
the streets of Decatur in the first
week in November, but at STM we
are resisting the pressure to put up
Christmas decorations and start our
Christmas celebration early. In the
secular world, Advent doesn’t exist at
all, but for the Church, Advent has an
important meaning and purpose.
We need to be careful not to give Advent short shrift and
to observe it meaningfully.
To be sure, Advent is a time for us to remember Jesus’ first
coming among us two millennia ago. But more
importantly, Advent reminds us that Jesus will come again.
It is this second coming that we are awaiting. However,
when the Gospel tells us to watch and wait, it doesn’t mean
for us to sit around idly. Rather, the Gospel would have us
doing even more energetically the same sort of things
Christians have done since Jesus’ rising: living lives of
kindness and gentleness and compassion.
There are a number of Advent activities at STM that I urge
parishioners to join. First, Advent is a time for public and
private repentance. The pre-eminent way Catholics can
publicly express their repentance – their desire to be
transformed – is through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
In all of the sacraments, the believer can experience the
Risen Jesus still present and active in the world in and
through the ministry of the Church. In the Sacrament of
Reconciliation specifically, we acknowledge our sinfulness;
we declare our need for forgiveness and healing and our
need to be reconciled with God and with all our brothers
and sisters; we ask for pardon; and we receive in a
perceptible and audible way Jesus’ forgiveness through the
ministry of the Church. STM always offers the Sacrament
of Reconciliation on Saturday afternoons from 4:00 PM to
5:00 PM. However, we are also having a special Advent
Reconciliation Service on this coming Thursday, December
13, at 7:00 PM in the church. In this service, parishioners
can more easily experience the communal nature of the
Sacrament in their prayer with fellow parishioners, yet still
have the opportunity for individual confession with a priest.

Second, Advent is a time for more focused and intensive
prayer and reflection, not only individually, but also as a
community. This Advent, STM has scheduled a three-night
parish mission led by Paulist Fr. John Collins. The mission
begins Monday evening, December 10, at 7:00 PM, and
continues the following Tuesday and Wednesday evenings
at the same time. All meetings will take place in the main
church.

I encourage parishioners to take time to participate in our
two on-going Scripture study programs: one on Tuesday
afternoons at 1:30 PM in the parish library with Louanne
Bachner, and the second on Sunday mornings at 10:45 AM
in the parish library with Jerry Pendrick. Louanne and Jerry
will focus on the beautiful, but sometimes perplexing
Advent readings.
Thanks to our parish women and men who participated in
this past week’s Advent activities: the Women’s Advent by
Candlelight program last Tuesday, and the men’s Advent
Dinner and Prayer last Wednesday. I hope that these
events were helpful to you.
And third, mindful of the Scriptures’ teaching that God
desires mercy, not sacrifice, I encourage STM parishioners
to find some opportunity to do some significant service to
the poor and other needy at least once this Advent season.
Many of you have done this by participating in our STM
Giving Tree program. Through this program, more than
500 persons who are primarily served by a number of area
organizations received modest gifts intended to show our
concern for their well-being. Parishioners might also serve
the needy in some other parish-sponsored ministry or in
some work being done in your own neighborhood. It
shouldn’t be hard to find an opportunity that suits the
whole family.
Beyond this formal service to those in need, we should
never forget that we most often proclaim God’s love for the
world and God’s desires for the world in our ordinary, daily
encounters with the familiar people our immediate family,
in our neighborhood, and in the workplace, and with the
strangers we meet as we move through our day.
Watch and wait for the coming of the Lord, especially by
doing the things of the Lord.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
DECEMBER FOOD COLLECTION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

The December food collection will be December 8-9 and will
benefit the STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

GIVING TREE MINISTRY

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

The Giving Tree Ministry would like to thank all the parishioners
for their generosity. There were over 500 gifts collected for various local organizations and groups. Special thanks to the Social
Justice committee, the Knights of Columbus, STM 5th grade Girl
Scout troop 15530, STM middle school students, Ms. Jones and
Mr. S, and parish staff for all their help.

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
December 9—Retirement for Religious—The second collection
the weekend of December 8-9 helps religious communities care
for senior members – today and tomorrow.
December 16—STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection
the weekend of December 15-16 supports the activities of STM’s
St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local
area.
December 25—Diocese of Atlanta Catholic Charities—The
second collection the weekend of December 24-25 supports
Catholic Charities helping families get back to independence
after unexpected challenges.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

#IGIVECATHOLIC

BIG thanks to everyone who donated to STM Youth via #IGiveCatholic! We raised over $600 and nearly met half of our
goal. All of this money will go directly to STM youth. EDGE will put their portion towards summer camp(s); Life Teen will
use theirs to help fund a women’s retreat. We appreciate your generosity!

YOUTH BABYSITTING FUNDRAISER

The next babysitting fundraiser for EDGE/Life Teen will be Saturday, December 15. All money raised goes to pay off
EDGE/Life Teen summer camps and Catholic Heart Work Camp. Cost is $20 for one child; $30 for two; $40 for three. Sign
up to volunteer or register your children on the parish website.

DECEMBER EDGE AND LIFTEEN EVENTS

Sun., Dec. 16—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM/Life Teen meeting begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass.
Thurs., Dec. 20—Bible and Biscuits —7:30 – 8:00 AM—Chapel.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

IS IT TIME TO GIVE GOD A SECOND THOUGHT?
An Advent mission, Dec. 10-12 at 7:00 PM, Main Church
Monday: What Good is God?
Tuesday, Why Prayers Don’t Work
Wednesday: Ten Kinds of People We
Don’t Have to Love

Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Library.

Come let Paulist Father John Collins
help you to discover your own
personal faith story and learn the
importance of taking that story
beyond the walls of the church.

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

CONSIDER LEADING A LIFE GROUP NEXT YEAR!

Tuesdays 1:30 PM
Life Groups are small faith communities in our parish that
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every meet in people’s homes for fellowship, reflection, and sharTuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.
ing. If you’re seeking a way to connect to other members of
our community consider facilitating a Life Group. It’s just a
ten week commitment. The next facilitator training is
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
Sunday, December 9 at 1:15 PM.
January 17 – March 14, Thursdays at 7pm
How, as Christians, are we supposed to handle money and
personal finance? Join our Financial Peace University group
for a 9-week course to learn how to beat debt and make a
plan for the future for your family. This program will offer
you tools, insights, and scenarios for simple budgeting,
fighting debt, planning for retirement, real estate, and using
insurance. Course fee: $109 per family (includes workbook,
online budgeting tool, online videos). Register now
at fpu.com/1074560
Free course preview, Sunday, January 13 after the noon Mass in
the Parish Library.

PARISH LIFE
LEADERSHIP CRISIS ACTION COMMITTEE

Volunteers from the Leadership Crisis Action Committee
are reviewing parishioners’ responses to the examen
reflection conducted at each of the Masses over the week
of Thanksgiving. The committee is working on the parish's
response and action regarding the leadership crisis in our
church today; responses from the examen will inform and
shape this work. The committee will next meet on
December 9 in the parish library after the noon Mass. All
are welcome.
The S Factor enjoys Holiday Lights at
Atlanta Botanical Gardens.

GIFTS OF IRAS TO LOWER INCOME BEFORE YEAR END
The IRA Charitable Rollover is permanent. If you are 70 1/2
or older, you can make a gift directly from your IRA account
to help support the work of your church through the parish
endowment fund and benefit from lowering your income
and taxes. Please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic
Foundation for more information: jgreco@cfnga.org or
404-497-9440.

MONASTERY GOODS

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
The Knights of Columbus will be selling Monastery goods in open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
the Narthex through Dec. 16.
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
PARK AT YOUR OWN RISK!
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they
Just a reminder—as everyone knows parking spaces at STM have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
are at a premium. Please do not park in the First Christian
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
church lot. Also pay attention to the “No Parking” signs,
opportunities always available. Archdiocese security
(including the driveway by the rectory), the yellow curbs and clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our
parking too close to fire hydrants (especially on Pinetree
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or
and Ponce de Leon). Be aware that tickets may be issued.
dmabrock@bellsouth.net.
Parking is available in the Post Office upper and lower lots.

SCHOOL NEWS
DRESS UP YOUR HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
STM GREENERY SALE
The STM Greenery Sale is OPEN! Beautiful wreaths and
centerpieces are the perfect addition to your holiday
celebrations. They also make wonderful gifts!
STM receives 20% cash back on each sale, with all proceeds
committed to the continued support of our school!
Free shipping! Online orders accepted now through Dec
16th: https://www.lcffundraising.com/f/723835

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS!
5th graders unveiled their fabulous Dickens-inspired Snow
Village—now on display by the school office. Each student
created a home or business to contribute to the village as
part of an in-depth Language Arts project.
“I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the
year.”
—Charles Dickens

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
SAVE THE DATE


Jan. 6: Brunch after the 9:30am Mass



Jan. 16: Holy Happy Hour—Wednesday, January
16 at 7pm - George’s Bar and Restaurant. Topic:
Living the Questions. Speaker: Steve Nicholson, SJ



Feb. 16: L’Arche Valentine’s Day Dance

COMMUNTIY NEWS
AVONDALE ESTATES CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES & HOLIDAY MARKET

Tour six homes beautifully decorated for Christmas during the 26th Annual Avondale Estates Christmas Tour of Homes
on Sunday, December 9 from 3:00-8:00. The Holiday Market at the Avondale Community Club, open noon to 6, features
over 30 artists and vendors selling everything you need to finish your shopping list.
Tickets for the tour may be purchased for $15 in advance at Avondale City Hall, Finders Keepers Furniture, and Garage
Door Studio or for $20 on the tour day at the Avondale Community Club. To ride a trolley or bus, reserve a spot with
Margaret Lunsford at mplcvl@aol.com. avondaletourofhomes.com

HOLY SPIRIT PREP PRESENTS MARY RICE HASSON ON THE GENDER REVOLUTION

Mon., Dec. 10; 6:30-8:00 PM at Holy Spirit Preparatory School, Reese Memorial Library, 4449 Northside Dr., NW, Atlanta.
This event is free and open to the public.
Gender. Transgender. Non-binary. Transition. The gender revolution is here, bombarding our children with confusing
messages about who they are—and creating heartache and concern for parents. What does it all mean? Is it influencing
your child? Why are so many children “coming out” as trans or non-binary? Should you be worried? How should a Catholic
respond? What should you tell your child? Come hear a dynamic presentation on the gender agenda – its impact on our
language, relationships, faith, and self-understanding – and the Church’s response. Come away with a clear picture of the
gender revolution, a renewed understanding of Catholic teaching, and the confidence to answer your children’s
questions. For more information, please call 678-904-2811 or email communications@holyspiritprep.org.

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION

Wed., Dec. 12; 9 AM-3 PM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Dr., NW, Atlanta. In all the preparations of
the season, give yourself a “gift” this holiday season—a day of prayer and silent reflection. Includes a light breakfast, lunch
and liturgy. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or phone 404-255-0503.

ENCOUNTERING GOD, ENCOUNTERING JOY

Dec 14-16; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Spend a weekend in prayer and silence in order to prepare your heart to fully receive the “tidings of great joy” this Christmas. This two-night silent retreat in
the Ignatian tradition will be directed by Sarah Otto. Contact: IgnatiusHouse.org or call 404-255-0503.
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.

CHRISTMAS IN AVONDALE

Come enjoy "Christmas in Avondale: A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols" at Avondale First Baptist Church on Sunday,
December 16 at 5 PM Free admission. 47 Covington Road, Avondale Estates.

SISTER CHURCHES: CONFLICT TO DIALOGUE

Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2019, 7:30 – 9PM at the Aquinas Center Candler School of Theology
Exploring the dialogue and the rapprochement of the two sister Churches, the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox. A brief
history, present relations and prospects for the future will be examined.
Revd. Dr. Demetrios Bathrellos will be the speaker. He is a visiting Professor and Distance Learning Tutor for the Institute
for Orthodox Christian Studies. Father Demetrios received his doctorate in Systematic Theology from Kingís College,
London and is the author of The Byzantine Christ: Person, Nature and Will in the Christology of St. Maximus the
Confessor. This event is free.

2019 MASS FOR THE UNBORN/STAND FOR LIFE

Respect Life Ministry would like to invite all parishes, schools and ministries in the Archdiocese of Atlanta to join us for the
Mass for the Unborn and Stand for Life event on Monday, January 28, 2019 at the Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699
Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30305.

