December 10, 2017/Second Sunday of Advent
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Tuesday December 12th
7:00 PM Advent Reconciliation
Service with individual confessions

Wednesday, December 13th &
December 20th
7:00 PM Parish Library – Scripture Study:
The Infancy Narratives, with Jerry Pendrick

Monday, December 18th
7:00 PM Church
Advent Taize Evening Prayer

IMMACULATA SHOP ADVENT HOURS
The Immaculata Shop will be open
before and after the
Saturday 5:30 PM Mass during Advent.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org

MONDAY, Dec. 11 Harold Biggs †

Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

TUESDAY, Dec. 12 Holy Souls †

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 13 Joseph Amoroso †
THURSDAY, Dec. 14 Jesse and Irene Eddleman †
FRIDAY, Dec. 15 James Gorman †
Pray for those who are sick:
Pat and Richard Baumgarten

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to
be remembered, or have the express permission of the one
to be remembered.

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by
registering as a parishioner.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the
narthex of the church. Complete the form and mail,
fax, or scan and email it to mdiebold@stmga.org, drop
it in the Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or
bring it to the parish oﬃces during normal business
hours.

Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Dec 11

Knights of Columbus—6:00 PM—Youth Room
Walking with Purpose— 7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall
Baptism Class— 7:00 PM—Parish Library

Tues. Dec 12

Renew with Louanne Bachner– 1:30 PM—Parish Library
S Factor Bag Packing — 1:30 PM—St. Julie Room
Parish Penance Service—7:00 PM—Church
RCIA—7:00 PM— St. Julie Room

Wed. Dec 13

Bridge— 2:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Sun. Dec 17

The Word with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM—Parish Library
Croatian Mass—2:00 PM—Church
Meeting Christ in Prayer Reunion—3:00 PM—St. Julie Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Most every night and throughout
much of the weekend, our parish
gym is being used for our youth
basketball program. The kids –
boys and girls from 3rd grade
through 8th grade – practice
weeknights and play games against
teams from other area schools on
the weekends.

Also, in light of recent violence in churches in the US, the
Archdiocese has suggested that parishes review their
security practices, not because they anticipate problems in
our churches, but to be as prepared as we can be for any
unpleasantness, however unlikely. Accordingly, I have
begun a conversation with our Parish Council about what,
if any, steps we should take at STM to be prepared for
various emergencies without compromising our open,
welcoming face. Of course, I will report to parishioners any
actions we decide to take to assure your well-being.

I have stopped by every so often to
check out the action, and I am most impressed with the
adult parishioners who give considerable time to coaching
the kids, helping them to hone their skills, and teaching
them sportsmanship. The kids play basketball for fun, but
the coaches, I am sure, do this as a service to the kids and
to the parish. This is truly a service to the parish. As you
know, much of the social life in the parish revolves around
our parish-sponsored athletic programs. The basketball
and volleyball programs are the basis for a lot of parishioners mixing and getting to know one another.

Finally, I encourage parishioners to make the most of this
Advent season. Watch for the innumerable ways that Jesus
presents himself each day in the love we receive from
others and in the need of others for our own care and
attention. Pray the Exame n prayer, and respond generously whenever and wherever Jesus makes himself known.
If you are a member of a family with children, perhaps you
can ﬁnd some service activity in which the whole family can
participate, possibly doing a kindness for one of our
homebound parishioners. Our oﬃce staﬀ can help you
make these connections.

I am also grateful to the organizers of the league, especially
Jimmy Muller. I have spoken to Jimmy and know that he
devotes considerable time to making the rosters, ordering
uniforms, and setting the schedule. To him and to the
coaches – both male and female – thank you.

I especially encourage parishioners to participate in this
Tuesday’s (December 12) Reconciliation service in the main
church beginning at 7 PM. There will be an opportunity for
individual confessions, of course, but we will also
acknowledge our sinfulness as a people by a common
prayer for forgiveness.

In other news…

Fr. Mark
We have told STM parishioners that, as our work on the
STM Identity and Mission Statement concludes, we will take
the next step of preparing a Master Facilities Plan. This
Plan will involve assessing the condition and remaining
useful life of our present parish buildings, systems, and
grounds; learning how these are used by parishioners at
present; anticipating future ministries; and determining
what improvements to our present facilities are needed to
accommodate these ministries. The end product of the
planning process will be a phased program of improvements to parish physical facilities, beginning with those
improvements judged to be most needed.
To this end, the parishioners who are serving on our Parish
Facilities Planning Committee recently heard presentations
from three architecture and planning ﬁrms who were
hoping to contract with STM to do this Master Facilities
Plan. After weighing the merits of each ﬁrm, the
Committee selected the Washington, DC, planning and
architecture ﬁrm, Cox Graae + Spack architects, to do the
Plan. One key factor in the Committee’s choice was Cox’s
promise to engage deeply all STM parishioners, and
especially the leaders of STM’s ministries and programs, in
the planning eﬀort. I expect Cox to begin its work early in
the new year and to conclude its work sometime during
the summer of 2018.
Representatives of the Archdiocesan Catholic Construction
Services, Inc., will assist STM in overseeing the project.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LITURGY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from
9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.
INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION
Parishioners might beneﬁt from a short refresher on the
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and on
the tongue. Check out the short video, Sacraments 101:
Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the
Paulists, at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .
If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things much
easier for the priest or minister who oﬀers you Communion.

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

Sunday, December 24th
Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:30 PM Vigil Mass December 23rd
8:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

Tuesday, December 12th
7:00 PM Advent Reconciliation Service
with individual confessions
Monday, December 18th
7:00 PM Advent Taize Evening Prayer

CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 24th
Christmas Eve (Christmas Vigil Masses)
4:00 PM Children’s Mass
Youth Christmas Pageant begins at 3:30 PM
4:15 PM Mass in Mulhern Hall
7:30 PM Mass in the Church
10:00 PM Mass in the Church
Lessons and Carols at 9:15 PM
Monday, December 25th
Christmas Day
9:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass
Saturday, December 30th
No Confessions
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 PM
Sunday, December 31st
Feast of the Holy Family
8:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass
12:00 PM Mass (Note: No 5:30 PM Mass Sun., Dec 31st)

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
The Second Collection on December 16-17 will be for the STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

THANK YOU

Thank you to the 24 families that participated in #iGiveCatholic on Tuesday, November 28th. STM raised $1,950 for our
2018 youth mission trip. These funds will be used to help defray the costs and registration fees for our EDGE and
LifeTeen participants.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

#IGIVE CATHOLIC ….A THANK YOU
Just a word of great thanks and appreciation for all those who gave to the #IGiveCatholic campaign on
Giving Tuesday, Nov 28th.
Through the generosity of our parishioners we raised over $1900 to help bring down the cost of the summer
mission trip to Hardeeville, SC. On behalf of the 2018 CHWC mission trippers, we thank you!
TEACHING MASS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 5:30 PM MASS
Please consider attending the ‘teaching Mass” on Sunday Dec. 17th at 5:30 PM. Father Mark will be highlighting
diﬀerent portions of the Mass and the meaning behind them.
Due to the nature of a teaching Mass, it may run a tad longer than a standard Mass, so please plan accordingly.
Hello Confirmandi:
You are required to perform 2 service projects that are solely used for Confirmation requirements. These need to
be completed and the reflection written (form on the parish website) , by turn-in date of Sunday Jan. 21st.
NO EXCEPTIONS.
Operation Christmas Child warehouse service project
Wednesday 12/13 7-9 PM
Wednesday http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-operation
Confirmandi serves St. Francis table (limited to 20)
The bus will leave the STM back lot at 6:45 AM. Our shift will be from approximately 7:15-11:30 AM. We will set tables,
serve hot food and cleanup afterwards. This project is limited to 20 teens. St. Francis table serves 300-500 of Atlanta's
homeless every Sat morning. parking is extremely limited, so we encourage you to ride the bus or the arranged carpool:
The Catholic Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 48 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SW Atlanta, Georgia 30303
(404) 521-1866
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D4AA8AC2CA46-conﬁrmandi

EDGE and LIFETEEN:
Youth Dinners: Each family is expected to supply dinner one time during the school year.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054fa4a72ba13-sunday1/2074376
If you are going on a Mission trip or Summer Camp: Required fund raisers for CHWC mission trip
donut duty: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094cadad23a02-201718

SCHOOL NEWS
REDIRECT YOUR TAX DOLLARS TO SUPPORT ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL!
YES - You can actually redirect your tax dollars to GRACE Scholars and claim a 100% state income tax
credit. That’s right - you will receive a dollar-for-dollar reduction in your state tax liability for the
amount that you redirect to GRACE Scholars. You can also designate that you would like for STM
School to receive your GRACE contribution. GRACE is now accepting pre-registrations for 2018 tax
credits. You can submit your pre-registration online at www.gracescholars.org. You can also submit a
paper form.
To take advantage of the 2018 tax credit, you must pre-register by December 15, 2017.
2017 Questions?
Contact Ansley Murphey, Development Director at amurphey@stmga.org or
404-373-8456.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
STM School students and teachers kicked oﬀ their Advent
project, Operation Christmas Child. Each student, faculty, and
staﬀ member were given a specially designed “shoebox” to ﬁll
the boxes with toys, hygiene items, and school supplies for
kids around the world who have been aﬀected by war,
poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease. Our school
community is living up to our school theme of Doing MORE
for Others!

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

ST. NICK VISITS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

S FACTOR AT WARM SPRINGS AND CALLAWAY GARDENS

COMMUNITY NEWS
CHRISTMAS ON CLAIRMONT
December 17th 7:00 PM
First Baptist Church of Decatur 404-373-1653
The concert is free and open to the public.
This year an oﬀering taken during the concert will beneﬁt DEAM:
the Decatur-area Emergency Assistance Ministry. deamdecatur.org.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

YAM’S ADVENT [URE] OUT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
5:30 PM Mass followed by food at the
Marlay.
Contact Gizelle (gizelle.gopez@gmail.com)
for more information.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
A FAITH OF ENCOUNTER: THE VALUE OF SPIRITUAL DIRECTION AND RETREATS
January 4, 7 PM, Mulhern Hall
What is spiritual direction and how can it help me? What happens on a retreat? Ignatian spiritual director and author
Becky Eldredge will share the value of these spiritual practices, even as a busy parent, as a way to encounter God in your
everyday life. You will have the chance to meet Ignatius House spiritual directors to enquire about initiating a spiritual
direction relationship. Free childcare available: contact aotto@stmga.org for more information.

LIFE GROUPS FACILITATOR TRAINING
If you wanted to commit to facilitating a Life Group starting in February (10-week commitment) you must attend a twohour facilitator training on January 7 at 1:15 PM in the Julie Room. Attending conﬁrms your commitment to be a Life
Group facilitator. Contact aotto@stmga.org with any questions.

RCIA NEEDS MORE SPONSORS!
God is truly blessing St. Thomas More's RCIA program — in just the last two weeks we've had ﬁve new students join our
classes, and several more inquiries on top of that! Every student needs a sponsor — a member of the parish who agrees
to come to our weekly class with the student and be their companion through the process. We especially need men
(sponsors are paired with someone of the same gender). If you're interested, or would like to learn more, please
contact Richard Joseph at 404-502-0770 or richardjohnjoseph@comcast.net.

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
ADVENT
Advent is a time when we look for Jesus present in our lives and the lives of others and try to respond with good
choices. Some ways to celebrate Advent as a family:
•

Join other STM parishioners in singing Christmas carols to the elderly residents at Clairmont Oaks on Dec 17th.
Singers of all ages are encouraged to don festive attire and join us at Clairmont Oaks at 2pm. Sign up here:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10C094CACA62BAB9-caroling

•

Hoping to teach your children about the joys of building relationship through practicing acts of kindness? Check out
Loyola Press' Advent calendar for children that lists diﬀerent small acts of kindness for each day.
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/childrens-advent-calendar

•

Pay a visit to the sick and homebound. A homemade card of cheer and well wishes, a few freshly baked cookies or
hand-picked ﬂowers would mean the world to those whose suﬀering prevents them from joining our community at
the table during Sunday Eucharist. A child's joyful spirit is always a welcome gift. For the names and addresses of
homebound parishioners, call the parish oﬃce at: 404-378-4588

•

The Archdiocese sponsors a Prison Ministry, overseen by Deacon Tolcher. He works with about 52 men on death
row, amongst others, that would appreciate cards of encouragement. He also collects paper grocery bags ﬁlled with
hard candy, plain white socks, cookies, a towel and washcloth for inmates. Children could easily put these together. For more information, email Deacon Tolcher at: rtolche r@archatl.com

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ACKNOWLEDGES STM GIFT
In a letter dated October 27, 2017, the CEO of Catholic Charities Miami acknowledged and thanks STM parishioners for
STM’s gift of $5,000 for relief from the recent hurricane. The letter assured STM that “100% of (STM’s) donation will be
used to beneﬁt those in the designated area impacted by the hurricane.”

DEAM THANKS STM FOR ITS THANKSGIVING GIFT
Mary Moore, STM’s representative to the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry, recently sent a note to STM saying that
DEAM “was thrilled to receive the generous donation from St. Thomas More” and that “the money will be used solely for
the beneﬁt of (DEAM’s) clients.
The donation represented the entire proceeds of the Thanksgiving Day collection – nearly $1,200.

...AND THANK YOU FOR THE FOOD DRIVE
Thank you STM parishioners and students. Your response to the November Food Drive for DEAM was overwhelming.
Because of your generosity, we are able to provide a wider selection of food items to our clients, and we can oﬀer more
ﬁnancial assistance for utilities and medication to our neighbors who need help. I am so proud to be a member of the
St. Thomas More community because all of you answer the call of those in need. Many thanks to all of you. If you would
like more information about DEAM, or would like to volunteer, please go to www. Deamdecatur.org or email me at
mshmoore37@gmail.com. Mary Moore

