December 16, 2018—3rd Sunday of Advent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon
CHAPEL HOURS
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM
except on holidays.

REJOICE! THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS COMING!
As we light the rose candle in
this third week of Advent, we are
joyful to reach the midpoint of
Advent and to be closer to
celebrating Our Lord’s first Come
coming into the world. “He will
be a joy and delight to you, and
many will rejoice because of His
birth, for He will be great in the
sight of the Lord.” - Luke 1:14-15

Let us Adore Him

SCHOOL
404-373-8456

EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
December 24, Monday, Christmas Eve
3:30 pm Youth Christmas Pageant, Church
9:15 pm Lessons and Carols, Church
Masses:
4:00 pm, Children’s Mass, Church
4:15 pm, Gym
7:30 pm, Church
10:00 pm, Church

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM
12:15 PM
6:00 PM

December 25, Tuesday, Christmas Day
Masses:
9:30 am, Church
11:00 am, Church

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

December 29-30, Saturday and Sunday
The Holy Family – regular Mass schedule

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING

December 31, Monday
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
5:30 pm Vigil Mass

9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:

1-888-437-0764

Jan. 1, Tues.
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God—10:00 am Mass

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Fr. Paul Rourke, S. J., Parochial Vicar
paul.rourke@gmail.com
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Monday, Dec. 17
Tuesday, Dec. 18

Michelle Wierson
Rita Boggiano †
Aiden Baltrus †

Wednesday, Dec. 19

Barbara Rose †

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Thursday, Dec. 20

Bill Peidl †

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

Friday, Dec. 21

Katherine Gartin †
Bob Trimble †

Please pray for those who are sick:
Bob Eddleman
Roxie Jackson, sister of parishioner Angela White
Early Muntzing
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name to
these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

JOIN OUR PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email
it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist
pweaver@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie
Whitcomb

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., Dec. 18

Louanne Bachner Scripture Study—1:30 PM—Parish Library
Just Faith—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Wed., Dec. 19

Bridge—2:00 PM—Parish Library
Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM—Family Room

Thurs. Dec. 20

Bible & Biscuits—7:30 AM—Chapel
S Factor delivery of Veteran gift bags to VA hospital—10:30 AM
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Church

Sat. Dec. 23

The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library

FROM THE PASTOR
This week’s ‘From the Pastor’ is by Fr. Paul Rourke
Hope in Transition
The end of the ages is already with
us. The renewal of the world has
been established, and cannot be
revoked. In our era it is in a true
sense anticipated: the Church on
earth is already sealed by genuine,
if imperfect, holiness. Yet, until a
new heaven and a new earth are
built as the dwelling place of
justice, the pilgrim Church, in its sacraments and
institutions belonging to this world of time, bears the
likeness of this passing world. It lives in the midst of a
creation still groaning and in travail as it waits for the
sons of God to be revealed in glory.
-From the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church of
the Second Vatican Council
This passage from Lumen Gentium reminds us that
we live in transition “in the midst of a creation still
groaning and in travail”, but that transition is cause
for hope. God’s renewal of the world cannot be
revoked as we wait for “the sons [and daughters] of
God to be revealed in glory”. Until that glory is fully
revealed transition is a constant of our lives.

No doubt the memory of challenges and graced
moments will come flooding back as I prepare for
final incorporation into the Society. I’ll have a chance
to look at my sins and my lack of freedom, but also at
God’s fidelity and mercy.
My time in Atlanta has been a graced experience of
transition. It was not easy to leave Georgetown and
the happy life I had working with law students, but in
the warm welcome of the St. Thomas More family I
have encountered God’s goodness in so many ways.
Christ rushed to greet me the moment I stepped in
the door and has made a happy home for me here—
albeit one of short duration. I could not have asked
for a kinder, more welcoming parish.
In baptizing and marrying and anointing and burying I
have been blessed to participate in so many
moments of graced transition for the people of the
parish, but also to connect with the deepest aspects
of my identity as a priest. I have encountered new
people and new experiences but through God’s grace
have been blessed to become more fully the person I
have always been. The community of St. Thomas
More has helped bring me more fully alive as a priest,
and I cannot begin to thank you for that gift.

Advent more than any other season captures our
sense of transition: it reminds us that our life is a
transition from God’s making of a promise to God’s
In just about two weeks I will be flying to begin a new fulfilment of it in Jesus. As with any transition it
adventure: I will be leaving Atlanta for Australia to
requires us to let go of what is unessential and that
begin the final part of my formation as a Jesuit called can be painful. But in letting go we become more
“tertianship”. It’s difficult to explain, but, essentially, I deeply grounded in the essential and oriented more
will be doing a kind of novitiate again. For about eight decisively toward a glory we can scarcely begin to
months I will study our constitutions, do the thirty-day imagine.
Spiritual Exercises retreat for the second time in my life,
and will engage in a series of pastoral experiences.
Fr. Paul Rourke
St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, intended this
period to be “a school of the affections” more than an
intellectual exercise. What that phrase actually
means I am waiting to discover, but I know that one is
given the opportunity to reflect on his life as a Jesuit,
to gather the graces of that life, and to prepare for
final vows in the order. (Fr. Mark can give you a
better explanation, because he has already done his
tertianship!)
My time in Australia will be a time of discovery, but it
will also be a time of returning to the beginnings of
my vocation. As mentioned above, I will be
reconnecting with the Spiritual Exercises and with the
Society of Jesus’s founding documents. I will have a
chance to consider how the Lord first called me, but
just as importantly to reflect on the ways in which he
continues to sustain me in my life as a Jesuit priest.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

SOCIAL JUSTICE
NEW: WEEKLY FOOD DRIVE!

No need to remember the date of our monthly food drive as we
are now collecting donations on a WEEKLY basis! We encourage
you to make this part of your Mass-going ritual: bring one food
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
item each week to support our local community. Get your kids
involved and help them see the connection between the
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to Eucharist and service. As we come to share in the sacred meal
of the Eucharist, we are called to provide a meal for others.
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
Donations will continue to support DEAM, SVdP and Latin
American Association and can be placed in the bins in the
narthex. Thank you for your generosity!
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
THANK YOU FROM JERUSALEM HOUSE FOR GIVING
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
TREE GIFTS
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign A BIG THANKS to your parish for such a generous donation!
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
Our families will be sure to have a very special holiday season
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
because of your thoughtfulness.
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND Robin Reid
Manager of Volunteer Services, Jerusalem House
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life.

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY

This group meets the First Friday of each month for
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.

US BISHOPS APPROVE LETTER CONDEMNING RACISM

At their November general meeting, the bishops of the United
States adopted a pastoral letter, Open Wide Our Hearts: The
Enduring Call to Love - A Pastoral Letter Against Racism. In so
doing, the bishops meant to address what they described as "a
particularly destructive and persistent form of evil" which still
infects our nation.

In the letter, the bishops defined racism as "when-either
consciously or unconsciously-a person holds that his or her own
race or ethnicity is superior, and therefore judges persons of
other races or ethnicities as inferior and unworthy of equal
regard." The bishops declared that, "When this conviction or
attitude leads individuals or groups to exclude, ridicule,
mistreat, or unjustly discriminate against persons on the basis
of their race or ethnicity, it is sinful. Racist acts are sinful
because they violate justice. They reveal a failure to
acknowledge the human dignity of the persons offended, to
recognize them as the neighbors Christ calls us to love (Mt
22:39)."
The bishops called for "a genuine conversion of heart, a
conversion that will compel change, and the reform of our
institutions and society."
Parishioners can read the entire letter on the STM parish
website.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

DECEMBER EDGE AND LIFTEEN EVENTS

Sun., Dec. 16—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM/Life Teen meeting begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass.
Thurs., Dec. 20—Bible and Biscuits —7:30 – 8:00 AM—Chapel.

JANUARY EDGE AND LIFTEEN EVENTS

Sun., Jan. 6—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM/Life Teen meeting begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass.
Thurs., Jan. 10—Youth Group Adoration in the AM—7:30 AM—Chapel
Sun., Jan. 13—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM/Life Teen meeting begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass.
Thurs., Dec. 24—Bible and Biscuits —7:30 – 8:00 AM—Chapel.
Sun., Jan. 27—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM/Life Teen meeting begins with dinner after 5:30 PM Mass.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
December 16—STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection the weekend of December 15-16 supports the activities of
STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area.
December 25—Diocese of Atlanta Catholic Charities—The second collection the weekend of December 24-25 supports
Catholic Charities helping families get back to independence after unexpected challenges.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO ST THOMAS MORE

Christmas and the end of the year are fast approaching. Please consider making a special offering to St Thomas More. For
tax purposes it must be in the office by Dec 31st. All gifts to the church are tax deductible.

THE 2018 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Many thanks to all individuals and families for your support of the annual appeal and this parish. For tax purposes, it is
important that all pledges be paid by the end of the year.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY

Mondays 7:00-8:30 PM
We will be studying Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World. "With nearly a million copies sold, Joanna Weaver's
popular book shows women how to blend intimacy with
Jesus and service for Him."

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

January 17 – March 14, Thursdays at 7pm
How, as Christians, are we supposed to handle money and
personal finance? Join our Financial Peace University group
for a 9-week course to learn how to beat debt and make a
plan for the future for your family. This program will offer
you tools, insights, and scenarios for simple budgeting,
fighting debt, planning for retirement, real estate, and using
insurance. Course fee: $109 per family (includes workbook,
online budgeting tool, online videos). Register now
at fpu.com/1074560

Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish
Free course preview, Sunday, January 13 after the noon Mass in
Library.
the Parish Library.

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY

Tuesdays 1:30 PM
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.

PARISH LIFE
ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Last week, close to 150 STM women gathered for our
annual Advent by Candlelight celebration. Louanne
Bachner led us in a beautiful reflection on the spiritual
significance of visiting during this Advent season, modeled
by Mary and Elizabeth in the Gospel of Luke. After the
reflection, women enjoyed food and fellowship with one
another. A great way to begin this liturgical season!

PARK AT YOUR OWN RISK!

EPIPHANY POTLUCK—SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, January 5th 6:30 PM in Mulhern Hall
Please bring a dish that will serve 10-12 people
If your last name begins with
A-E
Salads
F-N
Potato dishes and vegetables
O-Z
Deserts
RSVP Parish Office 404-378-4588 or email
ccollins@stmga.org.

Myrna Hardjono’s International Dance Troupe

will be performing the Lion King Dances.
Just a reminder—as everyone knows parking spaces at STM
are at a premium. Please do not park in the First Christian
church lot. Also pay attention to the “No Parking” signs,
IMMACULATA SHOP ADVENT HOURS
(including the driveway by the rectory), the yellow curbs and
Immaculata Shop will be open Saturday evening after the
parking too close to fire hydrants (especially on Pinetree
5:30 PM Mass during Advent.
and Ponce de Leon). Be aware that tickets may be issued.
Parking is available in the Post Office upper and lower lots.

STM GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

The Grief Support Group will no longer meet the first of
each month. We are very grateful to Mary Delaney, a
parishioner and professional therapist at Creative
Counseling, for offering her services to grieving
parishioners the past several months. Any parishioner who
is suffering a serious loss and who needs pastoral or other
care should not hesitate to call one of the priests. If it is
appropriate, we can help with referrals.

SCHOOL NEWS
SAINT NICHOLAS VISITS STM SCHOOL
On December 5th, students were excited to leave one of
their shoes in the hallway and walk a little off-kilter for a
class period as they eagerly anticipated a visit from St.
Nicholas. As he visited each classroom, St. Nicholas
reminded students to continue to do more for others,
wished everyone a merry Christmas and left a sweet treat in
every shoe.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
opportunities always available. Archdiocese security
clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or
dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)



Jan. 6: Brunch after the 9:30am Mass



Jan. 16: Holy Happy Hour—Wednesday, January
16 at 7pm - George’s Bar and Restaurant. Topic:
Living the Questions. Speaker: Steve Nicholson, SJ



Feb. 16: L’Arche Valentine’s Day Dance

YAM’s annual Advent party at the Marlay.

COMMUNTIY NEWS
DINNER AND BINGO AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH

All Saints Catholic Church will be hosting dinner and bingo is this Thursday, December 20, 2018, in the Church Social
Hall. Bingo starts promptly at 7:30 PM and doors will open at 6:30 as usual.

SISTER CHURCHES: CONFLICT TO DIALOGUE

Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2019, 7:30 – 9PM at the Aquinas Center Candler School of Theology
Exploring the dialogue and the rapprochement of the two sister Churches, the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox. A brief
history, present relations and prospects for the future will be examined.
Revd. Dr. Demetrios Bathrellos will be the speaker. He is a visiting Professor and Distance Learning Tutor for the Institute
for Orthodox Christian Studies. Father Demetrios received his doctorate in Systematic Theology from Kingís College,
London and is the author of The Byzantine Christ: Person, Nature and Will in the Christology of St. Maximus the
Confessor. This event is free.

2019 MASS FOR THE UNBORN/STAND FOR LIFE

The Archdiocesan Respect Life Ministry would like to invite all parishes, schools and ministries in the Archdiocese of
Atlanta to join us for the Mass for the Unborn and Stand for Life event on Monday, January 28, 2019 at the Cathedral of
Christ the King, 2699 Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30305.

MARRIED COUPLES AND PRIESTS

The birth of our Lord and Savior was a chance to renew mankind around the world. Renew your world by considering a
WWME weekend experience, and learning tools and techniques for better communication and relationships. Upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are March 1-3 and May 3-5. You can get more information or apply online at
GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.

FROM HOPE TO GRATITUDE

Dec 28-31; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. Enter into the new year with a special retreat at 2018’s end to honor
both the year past and hopes for the year ahead. Framed in the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola, this retreat will
use the Examen to look over the past year and forward to the year ahead. This is a silent retreat. Father Peter Fink, SJ, will
be retreat director. Contact: register at ignatiushouse.org or call 404-255-0503.
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.

CONFIDENCE IN GOD RETREAT

Jan. 14-17; Monastery of the Holy Spirit; 2625 Highway 212, SW, Conyers, will host “Confidence in God,” a midweek retreat.
Confidence In God is a choice that isn’t always easy to make, yet it is imperative. It is only then that our true journey
towards God can begin. The principles found in the Christian classic, “Abandonment to Divine Providence,” will be
explored. Visit www.trappist.net for retreat information. Contact: the retreat house at 770-760-0959 or
retreat@trappist.net to make a reservation.

