December 17, 2017/Third Sunday of Advent
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

Monday, December 18th

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM

Wednesday, December 20th

MON—FRI
5:30 PM

7:00 PM Parish Library – Scripture Study:
The Infancy Narratives, with Jerry Pendrick

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

7:00 PM Church
Advent Taize Evening Prayer

Marie Diebold
retires from the
parish staff
December 22 after
1`7 years of
service.
Thank you, Marie!

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org

MONDAY, Dec. 18 Charles and Peggy Thuman †

Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

TUESDAY, Dec. 19 Daryl Roth †

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 20 Rick Maher †
THURSDAY, Dec. 21 Robert Dobson †
FRIDAY, Dec. 22 James Gorman
Pray for those who have died:
Maureen Spann, parishioner
Mildred Meurer, mother of Myrna McNulty

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to
be remembered, or have the express permission of the one
to be remembered.
JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by
registering as a parishioner.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the
narthex of the church. Complete the form and mail,
fax, or scan and email it to mdiebold@stmga.org, drop
it in the Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or
bring it to the parish oﬃces during normal business
hours.

Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Dec 18

Advent Taize Service—7:00 PM—Church

Tues. Dec 19

Renew with Louanne Bachner– 1:30 PM—Parish Library
RCIA—7:00 PM— St. Julie Room
Catechist/Core Holy Hour—7:00 PM— Chapel

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Most parishioners know Marie
Diebold. Marie has been
serving as the parish secretary
for 17 years. She will be
retiring the end of this month,
and we on the parish staﬀ will
miss her.
Marie, along with her husband,
Bob, will remain actively
engaged in the life of the parish notwithstanding her
retirement from the parish staﬀ, but parishioners will
undoubtedly miss her contribution as a staﬀ person to
our community. Since she was hired by Fr. Frank
Richardson, Marie has been largely responsible for
making the administration of the parish move smoothly, keeping a succession of pastors out of trouble, and
being the “go to” person whenever there is some task
not clearly assigned to anyone else. She has done so
with grace and good cheer and without complaint.
I encourage parishioners to approach Marie and
express your gratitude to her for the care she has
shown to all of us these many years.
Other matters:
I encourage parishioners to take advantage of the
occasional Sunday morning CoﬀeeHouse after the
9:30 AM Mass. While our younger children are in
religious education classes, parents and other
parishioners can gather in the Julie Room in the parish
oﬃces for coﬀee, donuts, and conversation on a topic
of general interest. The conversation is typically led by
a parishioner who has extensive education, training, or
experience in the topic at hand. Recently, we featured
a succession of persons who addressed issues related
to end-of-life issues, e.g., ﬁnancial planning for
end-of-life, elder care, and living wills. We have had a
conversation about the Cristo Rey educational model,
and this past Sunday, there was a conversation about
the ministry of hospitality to the strangers in our midst
and the spiritual conversion that this ministry can
prompt.
The CoﬀeeHouse does not happen every Sunday, so
parishioners will have to watch the bulletin and listen to
the announcements after Sunday Masses to know
when one is scheduled. When it happens, the
CoﬀeeHouse is an enjoyable and productive way to
pass a Sunday morning, especially if you are waiting for
your child to Finish religious education.

For the past couple weeks, parishioners have been
returning the gifts they purchased for our Giving Tree
program. Lisa Cranwell-Bruce, who manages the
program, has almost single-handedly been organizing
the gifts for delivery. A week or so past, members of
our S Factor ministry, led by Cass Catroppa, delivered
several of the gifts to homebound parishioners, and
Betsy Walker, who directs STM’s St. Vincent de Paul
program, saw to the delivery of gifts to families served
by St. VdP. Other gifts have been delivered to our
neighbor parish, Sts. Peter and Paul, the Gift of Grace
home, and Jerusalem House.
The Giving Tree is a wonderful holiday eﬀort, and I
thank all of you who have participated.
Parishioners at the noon mass will surely have noticed
that our adult choir has been enhancing our prayer by
their own singing and their support of the Assembly’s
singing. The director, Brad Meyer, has done a great job
pulling choir members together, rehearsing them, and
directing them.
I encourage parishioners who like music, who like
singing, and who are looking to be more involved in our
community prayer to join the choir. If you are
interested, email Joe Messina (jmessina@stmga.org).
Our worship will be better for your participation.
I hope your Advent season is going well. As we near
the end of Advent, you might plan to participate in our
Advent Taize evening prayer this coming Monday
evening at 7 PM in the main church. I am expecting a
beautiful service with music and singing. I think
parishioners will like it and be inspired by it.
Also, Jerry Pendrick’s Scripture study of the infancy
narratives in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke
continues Wednesday evening at 7 PM in the parish
library.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LITURGY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist
in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.
INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION
Parishioners might beneﬁt from a short refresher on the
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and on
the tongue. Check out the short video, Sacraments 101:
Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the
Paulists, at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .
If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things much
easier for the priest or minister who oﬀers you Communion.

5TH SUNDAY ROSARY
The St Thomas More Knights of Columbus invite everyone to
attend the 5th Sunday Rosary on December 31st in the church
following the 8:00 am Mass.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Monday, December 18th
7:00 PM Advent Taize Evening Prayer
Sunday, December 24th
Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:30 PM Vigil Mass December 23rd
8:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass
CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 24th
Christmas Eve (Christmas Vigil Masses)
4:00 PM Children’s Mass
Youth Christmas Pageant begins at 3:30 PM
4:15 PM Mass in Mulhern Hall
7:30 PM Mass in the Church
10:00 PM Mass in the Church
Lessons and Carols at 9:15 PM
Monday, December 25th
Christmas Day
9:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass
Saturday, December 30th
No Confessions
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 PM
Sunday, December 31st
Feast of the Holy Family
8:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass
12:00 PM Mass (Note: No 5:30 PM Mass Sun., Dec 31st)

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
The Second Collection on December 24-25 will be for the Diocese of Atlanta Catholic Charities.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

TEACHING MASS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 5:30 PM MASS
Father Mark will be highlighting diﬀerent portions of the Mass and the meaning behind them. Due to the nature of
a teaching Mass, it may run a tad longer than a standard Mass, so please plan accordingly.
Hello Confirmandi:
You are required to perform 2 service projects that are solely used for Confirmation requirements. These need to
be completed and the reflection written (form on the parish website) , by turn-in date of Sunday Jan. 21st.
NO EXCEPTIONS.
Confirmandi serves St. Francis table (limited to 20) Saturday January 6 (for information visit www.stmgaparish.org)
(www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D4AA8AC2CA46-conﬁrmandi
EDGE Youth do a mountain
climber relay at our “source and
summit” meeting on the
Fr. Rudy meets the EDGE kids in
Eucharist.
the Chapel for a review on
vestments and vessels.

MORE youth serve at the DEAM pantry for
their MORE service Saturday.

SCHOOL NEWS
SPONSOR THE STM SCHOOL’S GALA & AUCTION
Interested in promoting your business or organization to the more than 350 families at STM school and countless
visitors to our school, gym and church? Corporate sponsorships are available for STM School’s 2018 Gala & Auction
taking place on March 10, 2018. Marketing packages include event tickets, print advertising, banners, yard signs, website
with links to your business, and more. New for 2018 is a permanent sponsor board in the gym lobby featuring all of our
sponsors. Contact Tom Burns on 404-449-3278 or tomburns2209@gmail.com to receive a sponsor packet.
STM students stacked up their boxes for our Advent service
project, Operation Christmas Child. STM School partnered
with STM Parish Religious Education to pack shoeboxes ﬁlled
with toys, hygiene items, and school supplies for kids around
the world who have been aﬀected by war, poverty, natural
disaster, famine, and disease. Thank you to everyone who
participated in this project.

CONGRATULATIONS..
to 8th grader, Molly Swartz, and 2nd grader,
Tinsley Lutz. Molly’s essay and Tinsley’s poster were
the STM School winners of the MLK essay and
poster contest. These students will represent STM
School at the Archdiocese of Atlanta annual MLK
celebration in January 2018.

SNOW

4th and 5th graders from STM
School make the most of the rare
Atlanta snowfall on December 8.

PARISH LIFE
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

IMMACULATA SHOP ADVENT HOURS
The Immaculata Shop will be open before and after the Saturday 5:30 PM Mass during Advent.

NO TOUCH RUGBY GAME ON DECEMBER 21ST.
7TH ANNUAL JERUSALEM HOUSE CHRISTMAS PARTY

STM Aids Ministry Hosted their 7th annual Christmas Party for the Women and Children of Jerusalem House Sunday
December 10, 2017. The Party was a great success thanks to our volunteers and the support from Richard White and the
STM Knights of Columbus. If you are interested in volunteering, contact Paul Blackstone at se bbrane @aol.com or Jen
Dalmy at je ngosse tt@gmail.com

S FACTOR DELIVERS CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO STM ELDERLY
The members of STM SFactor ministry have been delivering gifts to STM’s many
parishioners who reside in nursing homes or assisted living facilities, or who are
homebound. The gifts include the oﬀerings of parishioners who participated in
the Giving Tree program. Thanks you!
Left to right: Cass Catroppa, Betty Griﬃth, Alicia Carew, Susan Friel, and Kathi
Baird.

STM’S FOURTH ANNUAL ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT WAS A MARVELOUS SUCCESS!

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
LIFE GROUPS FACILITATOR TRAINING
If you wanted to commit to facilitating a Life Group starting in February (10-week commitment) you must attend a twohour facilitator training on January 7 at 1:15 PM in the Julie Room. Attending conﬁrms your commitment to be a Life
Group facilitator. Contact aotto@stmga.org with any questions.

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION GRANT
We are pleased to have been awarded a grant of $1,000 from the Catholic Foundation of North Georgia which will help
support the formation of Life Groups in our parish. The grant will fund training materials and an initial stipend for group
facilitators to oﬀer hospitality to their groups.

A FAITH OF ENCOUNTER:
THE VALUE OF SPIRITUAL DIRECTION AND RETREATS
January 4, 7 PM, Mulhern Hall
Start the new year with spiritual renewal! What is spiritual direction and how can it help
me? What happens on a retreat? Ignatian spiritual director and author Becky Eldredge
will share the value of these spiritual practices, even as a busy parent, as a way to
encounter God in your everyday life. You will have the chance to meet Ignatius House
spiritual directors to enquire about initiating a spiritual direction relationship. Free
childcare available: contact aotto@stmga.org for more information.

FROM CONFLICT TO COMMUNION:
CATHOLIC-LUTHERAN DIALOGUE AND THE NEXT 500 YEARS
January 28, 6:30 PM, Mulhern Hall
The communities of St. Thomas More and St. John’s Lutheran Church will come together to
break bread and discuss the ways the Catholic and Lutheran churches are ﬁnding agreement
on the way to full communion. 500 years after the start of the Protestant Reformation we look
ahead in hope at the next 500 years. Panelists include Rev. Dr. Steﬀen Lösel and Dr. Jonathan
Strom of the Candler School of Theology at Emory University. Bring your favorite appetizer, side,
or dessert. A main entrée will be provided.

ENCOUNTERING JESUS - A 4-WEEK IGNATIAN PRAYER SERIES, STARTING JANUARY 7
Inspired by the Second Week of the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, Encountering Jesus is a four-week (ﬁve gathering) series
that invites you to meet the person of Jesus as you pray with gospel passages throughout the week. Each week you will
share about your experiences in a small group and be led through a major meditation from the Spiritual Exercises. Register at is.gd/EncounteringJesus Since each week builds on the last, you will not be able to join after January 7.

AN INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM - A 12-WEEK STUDY OF CHRISTIANITY THROUGH A CONTEMPORARY
CATHOLIC LENS, STARTING FEBRUARY 21
Join Fr Mark Wednesdays at 7pm to explore our rich Catholic tradition using Lawrence S. Cunningham’s book,
An Introduction to Catholicism. Space is limited. To learn more and sign up go to is.gd/stmbook2018

SOCIAL JUSTICE/OUTREACH
BIRTHRIGHT ATLANTA ACKNOWLEDGES STM CONTRIBUTION
Birthright of Atlanta, a pregnancy aid organization, acknowledged the recent ﬁnancial gift from STM parishioners. Lisa
Olwine, a Birthright staﬀ person, wrote: “…we are deeply grateful to (STM) for continuing to foster the beautiful
relationship between your parish family and our organization.”

ADVENT
Advent is a time when we look for Jesus present in our lives and the lives of others and try to respond with good
choices. Some ways to celebrate Advent as a family:
•

Pay a visit to the sick and homebound. A homemade card of cheer and well wishes, a few freshly baked cookies or
hand-picked ﬂowers would mean the world to those whose suﬀering prevents them from joining our community at
the table during Sunday Eucharist. A child's joyful spirit is always a welcome gift. For the names and addresses of
homebound parishioners, call the parish oﬃce at: 404-378-4588

•

The Archdiocese sponsors a Prison Ministry, overseen by Deacon Tolcher. He works with about 52 men on death
row, amongst others, that would appreciate cards of encouragement. He also collects paper grocery bags ﬁlled with
hard candy, plain white socks, cookies, a towel and washcloth for inmates. Children could easily put these
together. For more information, email Deacon Tolcher at: rtolche r@archatl.com.

