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SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

           December 18th, 2016 | 4th Sunday of Advent 

   CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Saturday, December 24th, Christmas Eve 
(There are no confessions on Christmas Eve) 
  
Masses:       4:00 PM Children’s Mass (Christmas Pageant begins at 3:30 
PM)         6:00 PM 
         8:00 PM 
         10:00 PM (Lessons and Carols begin at 9:15 PM) 
  
Sunday, December 25th, Christmas Day 
  
Masses:          8:00 AM 
            9:30 AM 
            11:30 AM 
(There is no Sunday evening mass on December 25th) 
  
Saturday, December 31st 
(There are no Confessions on Saturday, December 31) 
  
Mass:              5:30 PM 
  
Sunday,  January 1st  2017 
  
Masses:         8:00AM 
                       9:30AM 
                       12:00PM 
(There is no Sunday evening Mass on January 1) 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during 
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the  
presider.  
 
SUNDAY, December 18, 2016 
8:00 AM Frances Moon † 
9:30 AM Johannes Darmawan † 

MONDAY, December 19, 2016 
5:30 PM St. Philomena † 

TUESDAY, December 20, 2016   
5:30 PM Mike Allain †   

WEDNESDAY, December 21, 2016 
5:30 PM Cheryl Evans Barabani † 

THURSDAY, December 22, 2016 
5:30 PM Msgr. Paul Fogarty    

FRIDAY, December 23, 2016 
5:30 PM Jerry DiCaprio †  
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Berhan Haddis  

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Donna Reddick  

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In or-
der to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 

The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the  
narthex.  Parishioners will remember these each time we 
gather for Eucharist.  

 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior 
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to 
bulletin@stmga.org.  
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Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of 
the Jesuits, believed that gratitude 
was the most important virtue and 
that ingratitude was the greatest 
sin.  I suspect he felt that way  
because he knew from personal 
experience that he was only able 
to love well after first feeling God’s 
love for him.  In other words, the 
experience of being loved by God 
so filled him with gratitude that he 
felt freed to love God in return.  In 
other words, gratitude for the love of another allows a 
relationship to begin and grow. 
 
Indeed, the fundamental dynamic of Ignatius’ Spiritual 
Exercises is experiencing God’s love, feeling gratitude for 
being so loved, and being freed to love in return.   
 
So persons familiar with the Spiritual Exercises  cannot 
speak too often about gratitude.  Reprinted below is a 
short piece on gratitude by Vinita Hampton Wright, a  
senior editor at Loyola Press, which publishes many 
books and other materials on Ignatian prayer and  
spirituality. 
 

Yes, here’s another article on gratitude—not  
because we can’t think of other topics but  
because we naturally cycle around to this one 
again and again. 
 
Gratitude is not a fad, not the latest trend on the 
World Wide Web. Gratitude is foundational to the 
life that so many people desire: a life that is  
well-lived, joyful, and connected to others and to 
God in good, healthy ways. 
 
I wouldn’t even call gratitude an attitude. It’s 
more like an interior posture. Gratitude is about 
the way I position myself toward my own life,  
other people, creation, the world, and the Divine. 
 
Gratitude opens the heart. When I am grateful, 
even about some small thing, that response 
opens me up. Because, with gratitude, I recognize 
something worth loving and enjoying. This can 
lead to hope: I believe that something else might 
happen that provides love and joy. Gratitude 
helps me take the risk and open my life to what 
wonders might come along. 
 
Gratitude shifts the mind into a positive  
perspective. Although some days are truly  
difficult, even horrific, most of us need only one 
minor detail to go wrong to become cranky and 
negative. Gratitude can correct that. If I begin to 
identify what is going right, what helps me, what 
is doing some good in the world, then my  

perception shifts away from negativity. 
 

Gratitude is not always easy, but it’s simple to 
practice. All I have to do is ask myself this  
question, or one like it: What am I grateful for 
today, right now? At the end of the day, I can 
make a list of anything in the day that felt good or 
worked well or gave me cause to say “thank you.” 
These practices are simple enough for children to 
do. They don’t require deep thinking or advanced 
theology. 
 
Gratitude is greater than one person. Gratitude 
can set the tone in a meeting, at an event, in a 
home, among many people. One person who 
expresses gratitude can change the way a  
conversation is going. If a meeting begins with a 
prayer of thanksgiving, a song of joy, or—if it’s not 
a religious meeting—an acknowledgment of good 
work done and reasons to celebrate, then it’s 
likely that the outcome of the gathering will be 
much more positive than if it had begun with a 
scolding lecture or a listing of all the group’s 
problems. 
 
Gratitude helps us build a history with hope and 
intention. When we practice remembering the 
gifts we receive day to day and year to year, we 
build, with intention, a personal history. I don’t 
deny that I was in a serious auto accident that 
year, but I also remember the care I received 
while I was recovering. I remember details of that 
care, and I remember specific people. I don’t try 
to erase the history of my depression, but in that 
history I include the conversation that comforted 
me, the day beside the lake that helped me 
breathe and a hope a little more, the physician 
who found the medication that worked, and the 
holiday gathering I didn’t have to skip because 
being around people would be so difficult. 

 
Gratitude is more than a prayer or an attitude or 
a helpful strategy. It’s a way of seeing, a way of 
remembering, a way of proceeding. 

 

As we near the end of this Advent season, I pray that 
each of us might feel deeply the love which God offers to 
us, especially through those loved ones in our lives.   
 
 
Fr. Mark   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
Contact: Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or  
404-378-4588 ext 119 
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY 

Adult faith formation wants to hear from you!  Please take 
a moment to take the brief survey, so we can serve you the 
parishioner better! 
tinyurl.com/j4mo6zu  
Or find the link on our parish website. 
 
 

MAGIS LEADERSHIP FORMATION PROGRAM 

Parishioners Invited to Participate in the Magis Leadership 
Formation Program. It is a structured and creative way for 
lay men and women to engage more deeply in Ignatian 
spirituality, learn about the Jesuit mission and ways of  
proceeding, and meet other committed lay colleagues on 
the East Coast. The eighteen-month program consists of 
four 2-day seminars, one retreat, regular reading, personal 
reflection and prayer. 
 
A new cohort will be forming in Spring 2017. Seminar dates 
and locations for the new cohort: 
 
March 24-26, 2017 -- Loyola on the Potomac, Faulkner, MD 
October 19-21, 2017 -- Jesuit Center, Wernersville, PA 
March 23-25, 2018 -- Loyola on the Potomac, Faulkner, MD 
October 18-20, 2018  -- Jesuit Center, Wernersville, PA 
 
Cost is $1,000 and includes room and board for four 2-day  
seminars and all materials. (Cost of the retreat is not includ-
ed).  STM will share the cost of this program with any  
interested parishioner.  For more information, contact Fr. 
Mark or Fr. Pat. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sun Dec 18 Baptisms 9:30 AM Church 

Sun Dec 18 Rosary 10:30 AM Adoration Chapel 

Sun Dec 18 The Word 10:30 AM Parish Library 

Sun Dec 18  Youth Choir Practice 4:00 PM Church 

Sun Dec 18 EDGE Meeting & Dinner 6:30 PM 

Mon Dec 19  Advent Prayer Service 7:00 PM 

Tues Dec 20  RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library 

Tues Dec 20 RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room  

Thurs Dec 22 Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym  

 

 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and 
in need of the community’s prayers and support. The 
anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, or 
404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring 
to be married at St. Thomas More will be required to  
participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

LITURGY NOTES—THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
In Apostolic times, this ritual action was so significant that it 
gave its name to the whole Eucharistic action: “They  
devoted themselves to the apostles’ instruction and the 
communal life, to the breaking of the bread and the  
prayers.” (Acts 2:42). Besides its practical necessity before 
the age of precut hosts, this action signifies the unity of the 
assembly who shares the one bread and the one cup. The 
ancient usage leads us to speak of the “breaking of bread 
“through the action also includes the pouring of the Blood 
of Christ into several cups when several are needed for 
Communion. This action if accompanied by the singing of 
the Lamb of God, a text which reminds us that Christ’s 
body was broken and his blood was poured for our sake. 
The song and the action are meant to go together and be 
coterminous. Thus, the breaking of the bread should not 
begin until the sign of peace is completed and the  
assembly’s attention returns to the altar. The Lamb of God 
begins at the same time and continues until all the bread is 
broken and the cups are poured. The three rituals form an 
integral movement from the Eucharistic Prayer to  
Communion. All three speak of our oneness in Christ and 
leads us to enter more deeply into union with Christ and 
with all the members of his Body. Prayerful and reverent 
use of these elements can do much to create a true  
experience of the sacredness of Christ’s presence in his 
Body and blood.  
From Worshiping Well….Lawrence E Mick  

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

 Good Luck on finals!  Lifeteen resumes on Sunday, January 8th 2017.   

 Next XLT is Tuesday, January 10th at All Saints Catholic Church. 

 7 Bridges service project is Saturday, January 14, 2017.  Signup coming soon! 

 The REQUIRED Confirmation Retreat for 10th graders is Sunday, January 15, 2017 from 2:00-7:00 PM at Ignatius House 
and includes mass & dinner.  Drop off and pickup is at Ignatius House. 

 Last Confirmation class is Sunday, January 29th @ 3:15 PM in the St. Julie Room.  Entrance is through the parish library. 

 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

 EDGE meets Sun. Dec 18th with youth Mass/dinner & meeting. EDGE meets in the youth room 7-8:30 PM. 

 True Beauty (girls) and True Strength (guys) bible study for EDGE signup links are on the parish website. Parents are also 
welcome! 

 NET retreat is Friday Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM 

 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of 
fun, music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG!  

PARISH GIVING 
In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 

We have been publishing the weekly Sunday collection 
totals in this space for many years.  However, as  
parishioners more and more shift to “on-line” giving and 
away from making a weekly Sunday offering (this is a very 
good thing), the Sunday collection totals become less 
meaningful since they do not truly reflect parishioner 
contributions.  For this reason, we will no longer publish 
the Sunday collection totals in each bulletin.  Instead, we 
will publish a summary financial report in the bulletin 
each quarter. These quarterly reports will provide  
parishioners with a more useful measure of parish  
financial performance.   
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
The second collection on December 24-25 benefits  
Catholic Charities Atlanta. Last year, Catholic Charities 
served nearly 16,000 families and individuals. When  
families are barely keeping things together, one  
unexpected challenge can completely disrupt everything. 
Within a short period of time that “one” problem begins 
to impact nearly every facet of the family’s life. Your gift 
to Catholic Charities will allow them to continue to share 
the gift of hope this Christmas season. Every donation—
large or small—nourishes the hope of those most  
vulnerable and helps families get back on the road to 
independence. Please give generously! 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Q. Where do the snowmen keep their money? 

A. In a snow bank. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES DECEMBER DRIVE 

PHONE CARDS & DISPOSABLE CELL PHONES 

Catholic Charities Atlanta seeks ministries, clubs or 
teams interested in holding a drive during the month of 
December to consider donations for phone cards and 
disposable cell phones. These are given to our clients 
who are fleeing violent situations. 

For additional information regarding drop-off or pick-up 
arrangements, please contact Margaret Prickett 
at mprickett@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES COAT DRIVE 

Catholic Charities Atlanta is in urgent need of winter 
hats, gloves, scarves, socks and lap blankets. Georgia 
winters are very cold, but these items can make all the 
difference for our clients in need. 

If you would like to provide help and create hope by  
donating new or gently used items, please contact  
Margaret Prickett mprickett@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
STM AIDS MINISTRY CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The STM Aids Ministry hosted their annual Christmas Party 
for the Women and children of Jerusalem House Sunday 
December 11, 2016.  A BIG THANK YOU to the STM Teen 
group for an exceptional turn out to help with crafts and 
mingle with the resident children. We ended up with Two 
Teens for each resident, Mothers included.  Ms. Claus 
made her usual appearance subbing for Santa due to the 
closeness of the upcoming December 25th deadline.  And 
last but not LEAST a heartfelt thank you to the parishioners 
for your support of Jerusalem House through the STM  
GIVING TREE.  Paul Blackstone, Bob Slavin and Jen 
Dalmy.  For more information, or to volunteer for our  
Ministry contact Paul Blackstone at 404-210-4837.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
      Jerusalem House Christmas Party  

IMMACULATA SHOP EXTENDED HOURS 
Through the end of Advent, the Immaculata Shop will be 
open after Mass on Saturday and Sunday evenings, as well 
as from 9 to 1 Sunday mornings. The shop offers advent 
candles and wreaths, nativity scenes and Christmas  
ornaments and accepts cash and checks.  
 

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Parish Offices will be closed, December 25, through  
Monday, January 2.  The offices will reopen on Tuesday 
morning at 9:00 AM. 

EPHIPHANY POTLUCK 
Come celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany by attending 
STM’s First Pot Luck of 2017! Saturday, January 7th in  
Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 PM Mass. Entertainment will be 
provided by Myrna Hardjorno’s dance group.  
 
Please bring a dish that will serve 10—12 people. 
 
 A TO G SIDES (POTATOES, VEGGIES, ETC.) 
 H TO M DESSERTS 
 N TO Z SALAD 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Myrna Hardjorno’s dance group 

 

MONASTERY CHRISTMAS GOODS ARE HERE!  
The Knights of Columbus will once again be selling  
Monastery Christmas items in the narthex after weekend 
masses.  Biscotti, fudge, fruitcake, honey, and coffee... it will 
all be there whiles supplies last.  Sale continues through 
Advent. 
 

ADORATION OF THE EXPOSED SACRAMENT  

Adoration of the Exposed Sacrament will cease on Friday, 
December 23rd after the 5:30 PM Mass and resume  
Tuesday,  January 3rd after the 5:30 PM Mass. 
 
The Chapel will be open every day (except Christmas Day) 
for private prayer. 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS AND SUNDAY TV MASS 
WATC Channel 57 at 9:00 AM 
This Christmas morning and every Sunday, Heart of the Nation will televise Catholic Mass at 9:00 AM on WATC channel 
57. Please share the time and channel information with friends or family members who are unable to get to church  
because of age, illness, or other struggles. 
 

POST ABORTION HEALING RETREAT 
Has Abortion affected your life?  Have you lost a child, grandchild, or sibling through abortion?  Is there a deep sense of 
loss in your life because of abortion?  There is no grief like that of unspoken grief.  You are not alone.  Post Abortion 
Treatment and Healing (PATH) is here to help.  PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, January 27-
29, 2017.  This weekend retreat helps women and men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner 
healing.  Start your New Year in a New Light. For more information call Jody at 404-717-5557 or visit 
www.healingafterabortion.org 
 

HAVE A GOOD MARRIAGE?  
Want to Step Up to a Great, Exciting & Romantic One? Why settle for merely good when you can have the exciting and 
romantic relationship you both dreamed about just a few years ago? Now is the time to reach out for more and attend a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekend is scheduled for February 24- 26 at the Atlanta Marriott 
Peachtree Corners. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  



POPE FRANCIS’ DECEMBER PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 
End to Child-Soldiers. That the scandal of child-soldiers 
may be eliminated the world over. 

Europe. That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the 
beauty, goodness, and truth of the Gospel which gives 
joy and hope to life. 
 
 
 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ (1881-1955)  
 
Jesuit priest Pierre Teilhard de Chardin was a paleontologist 
and philosopher who worked to understand the  
connectedness of evolution and faith. Teilhard fully  
participated in a life that included a great depth in his  
priesthood, serving on the front lines of war, field work  
exploring the early origins of the human race, and  
adventurous travels of discovery in the backlands of China. 
He also participated in the intellectual life through the  
development of his imaginative, mystical writings on the  
evolutionary nature of the world, the cosmos and their  
interaction with the Eternal. 
 
Question: Can I imagine myself in the footsteps of Christ?  
 
Prayer: May the interaction of theology and science always 
bring about a clearer sense of God alive and at work daily 
with God's people.  
 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, enlighten us.  

Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com to learn more about Matteo 
Ricci and other Jesuit Saints. 

STM SCHOOL ANNUAL FUND DRIVE 
As you focus on giving this holiday season, please consider giving to the STM 
Annual Fund. Each year, the Annual Fund allows STM School to bridge the gap 
between the actual cost of educating our students and the income we receive 
from tuition. Some of the things the Annual Fund has allowed us to do include 
adding and upgrading new and existing technology, buying new textbooks and  
instructional materials, and paying off the Notre Dame de Namur Center used 
for sporting events, the parish musical, and other school events throughout the 
year. 
 
You can make a one-time gift, or you can spread your gift over several months. If 
you would like to give to the STM School Annual Fund, please contact Ansley 
Murphey, Director of Development, in the school office. Thank you so much for 
your support! 

 

STM ALUMNI - PAINTED BOX IN DECATUR  
Adam Crawford, STM 2009, is a senior at GA College majoring in Fine Arts.  His 
work was accepted by the Decatur Box Project to paint one of the city's traffic 
signal boxes. He 'spray' painted a tiger on either side of his box.  The box is at 
the intersection of West Ponce de Leon and Commerce Drive, across the street 
from Cafe Lily.  
 

 


