
 

 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         December 22, 2019—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

Into this world, this demented inn 
in which there is absolutely no room for him at all, 

Christ comes uninvited. 

But because he cannot be at home in it, 
because he is out of place in it, 

and yet he must be in it, 
His place is with the others for whom 

there is no room. 

His place is with those who do not belong, 
who are rejected by power, because 

they are regarded as weak, 
those who are discredited, 

who are denied status of persons, 
who are tortured, bombed and exterminated. 

With those for whom there is no room, 
Christ is present in this world. 

- Thomas Merton 

 CHRISTMAS BREAK 
The parish office will be closed  
12/22 through 1/1 for the  
Christmas holiday.  
The church and chapel will be  
closed during that time except  
for scheduled Masses.  

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2020 
Epiphany Potluck—Jan. 4th 6:30pm 
in Mulhern Hall  
Winter Book Study—Jan. 28 to Mar. 
3, Tuesdays at 7:30pm  
Pray Without Ceasing—Jan. 30 to  
Mar. 5, Thursdays at 7:00pm   



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

 
 

Mon., Dec. 23    Mary Sittauer †  
   Katherine Gartin †  
Tues., Dec. 24  Members of STM 
Wed., Dec. 25  Members of STM 
Thurs., Dec. 26  Michelle Bischoff  
Fri., Dec. 27  Thomas Mathews † 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Paul Linck  
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
 

Tues., Dec. 24   Youth Christmas Pageant—3:30 PM—Church 
   Masses: 4:00 PM (Church), 4:15 PM (Gym), 7:30 PM (Church), 10:00 PM (Church) 
   Lessons & Carols—9:15 PM—Church  
 
Wed., Dec. 25  Masses—9:30 AM and 11:30 AM—Church 
   
Fri., Dec. 27-30  End of Year Retreat—Ignatius House 
 
Sun., Dec. 29  Solemnity of the Holy Family—Regular Mass Schedule  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
At the beginning of the “second 
week” of the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius, after the retreatant, that 
is, the one doing the Exercises, has 
made a choice to seek a more  
intimate relationship with Jesus and 
to follow him more closely, Ignatius 
directs the retreatant to  
contemplate the birth of Jesus,  
using his/her imagination, and even 
applying his/her senses. 
 
The first step in this contemplation of Jesus’ birth is to  
consider how God observes the human race as it suffers 
under the power of Evil in the world, and to reflect on 
God’s desire that all men and women be freed from that 
power and flourish as God desires. 
 
It is out of love for all men and women that God sends 
the Word to become the human person, Jesus, and, 
through him, to save us from this Evil, however and 
wherever we experience it. 
 
Ignatius then directs the retreatant to imagine him/
herself present at Jesus’ birth, and, assuming the role of 
a servant, to look on Mary, Joseph, and the baby, and to 
serve them in their needs. The retreatant is to watch 
what they do and to hear what they say to one another. 
The retreatant is to note carefully how Jesus was born 
“in extreme poverty.” 
 
Then, Ignatius says, the retreatant should “reflect on 
him/herself and draw some spiritual fruit from what he/
she has seen and heard.”  Ignatius does not presume 
what “spiritual fruit” the retreatant might experience, but  
Ignatius does want the retreatant to know that God 
does all this for him/her out of love. 
 
In this Christmas season, even though commercial  
interests have largely hijacked the holiday, we can hardly 
avoid at least occasional thoughts of the birth of Jesus. 
What we might do more deliberately and carefully is to 
try to draw some “spiritual fruit” from our prayer. We 
might ask God questions like: God, why did you choose 
to become one of us and to live among us?  Jesus, why 
did you live and die as you did?  God, what are you  
saying to me in all this?  What does it all mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I suggest that we not settle for formulaic answers that 
sound like the Catechism or a theological treatise.  
Rather, I suggest that we stay out of our heads and 
move into our hearts where we can be confident that 
the Lord speaks most reliably and personally.  I am quite 
sure that that God’s words to us, which we will likely feel 
more than hear, will be more like a poem or a love letter 
than doctrine. 
 
Fr. Tim, the other Jesuits in Atlanta, all 
the staff of St. Thomas More, and I wish 
you and your families and other loved 
ones a heart-felt experience of the  
loving presence of God in your lives this 
Christmas.  May you know deep in your 
hearts that God is with you and for you. 
 
I extend special Christmas greetings to those of you who 
have joined us for Eucharist today but who do not  
typically worship with us.  We welcome you, and we are 
delighted that you are with us.  We are better and more 
complete for your presence.  We hope you will like what 
you see of us and decide to worship with us more  
frequently.   
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

YOUTH “FAMILY DINNER” 
We invite you to provide dinner for STM Youth! There’s a menu 
for each meeting date; a main, salad, and dessert for 20-25 
kids will do. Sign up on the parish website. 
 

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE VBS POSSIBLE 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 22-26, 2020. We invite 
you to volunteer! If you’re a cleared, Virtus trained adult (18+) 
and would like to have a positive impact on children, consider 
signing up here: www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020  
 

SAVE THE DATE: INTOWN MISSION 
Save the date for youth “Intown Mission,” June 22-26, 2020. 
We’ll invite 25 STM Youth to volunteer at VBS in the morning, 
we’ll have lunch together, and then participate in a different 
missional activity each day. Some of the sites we’ve confirmed 
so far are the Gateway Center,  DEAM, and Fresh Harvest. The 
week will culminate with a cookout/pool party at the  
Whitcombs! This is for high school youth only (rising 9th grade 
and up). Cost is $35. Register and pay now on the parish  
website. 
 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
December 24-25—supports Catholic Charities helping  
families get back to independence after unexpected  
challenges.  
January 11-12, 2020—St. Vincent de Paul 
January 18-19, 2020—Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministry 
 
DONATIONS TO STM 
In order to meet IRS requirements, all mailed donations for 
2019 must be postmarked by December 31, 2019. Due to the 
parish office being closed for Christmas from Monday,  
December 23rd thru Wednesday, January 1, 2020, donations 
dropped off prior to January 10, 2020 and dated no later than 
December 31, 2019 will be posted to 2019. Any checks,  
regardless of date, received after January 10, 2020 will be  
posted as a 2020 donation.  
 

2019 ARCHBISHOP’S APPEAL 
If you have not made a contribution to the Archbishop’s  
Appeal— or if you made a gift and are able to make an  
additional gift—we urge you to do so before the end of the 
calendar year. Your gift will benefit not only the larger Church 
of Atlanta, but also our parish. In this season of giving thanks, 
we are grateful to you for your support of our parish family. 
donate.archatl.com 
 

 
 

 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: 
stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. 

youth@stmga.org 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020
https://www.gatewayctr.org/
https://www.deamdecatur.org/
https://freshharvestga.com/


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

A NEW YEAR BEGINS: FROM GRATITUDE TO HOPE  

December 27-30 at Ignatius House 
This is a time to remember the gifts of the past, and to look forward in hope for the 
year that lies ahead. We remember with gratitude the blessings of 2019; the dreams 
that were realized and the dreams that were not. And we hope and pray as 2020  
unfolds before us. Memory and hope, two gifts of prayer, which Ignatius follows in his 
Spiritual Exercises. Directed by Peter Fink, SJ  
 
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships 
may be available for registered parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org to enquire. Learn more and register at IgnatiusHouse.org 

COMING IN JANUARY…  
Pray Without Ceasing: An Introduction to Christian Contemplation and Mystical Spirituality  
with Carl McColman  
This six week course will introduce you to some of the great Catholic mystics, their teachings, and their instructions for 
how even the most ordinary person can grow in the life of prayer and spirituality. Registration is now open:  
bit.ly/stmadult20  
 

WINTER BOOK STUDY 
Jan. 28 – Mar. 3 Tuesdays, 7:30 PM  
For the longest time there were not any American-born saints. Join parishioner Bill Cossen on a six-week 
journey through Kathleen Sprows Cumming’s book A Saint of Our Own: How the Quest for a Holy Hero Helped 
Catholics Become American. Discover the connection between the sense of belonging for American Catholics and 
having a home-grown saint. Register at: bit.ly/stofourown 

STM AIDS MINISTRY HOSTS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
STM Aids Ministry  
hosted its tenth annual 
Christmas Party for the 
women and children of 
Jerusalem House Sun., 
Dec. 8, 2019. Joining the 
Aids Ministry this year 
was The S Factor headed 
by Cassie, and several S 

Factor members.  The S Factor provided gifts for the women 
and children. The Knights of Columbus provided a Walmart 
gift card for every resident and Richard White provided the 
funds for Mrs. Claus’ annual appearance. A very heartfelt 
thank you to each and everyone for sharing their time,  
talent and treasure to make this year’s Christmas Party the 
best ever!  
 

SAFE HOUSE WORK DAY  
The Knights of Columbus  sponsored a parish-wide  
service  afternoon at a safe house for women escaping  
sex trafficking. The sanctuary is run by the organization  
Out of Darkness. Thanks to all the volunteers!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRISTO REY STUDENTS OFFER CHRISTMAS GREETINGS  
For three years now, STM parishioners have sponsored four 
students at Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School, paying a  
substantial portion of their tuition through a large gift from 
our parish social justice tithe.  These four students have 
sent STM parishioners Christmas greetings.  Fatou Manneh, 
class of 2022, writes: “Thank you so much for being my 
sponsor. This year is going well, and I joined the Cheer and 
Soccer teams.  I hope you have Happy Holidays and a  
fantastic new year.” Juliana Contrereas, class of 2022, writes: 
“Thank you for choosing me.  I am putting all my effort into 
becoming the best I can be.  I have joined the Students for 
Life Club.  I want to wish you a safe and joyful holiday.”   
Gabriel Calderon, class of 2023, writes: “Thank you for your 
support for the school and my continued Jesuit education.   
I hope you and Flannery are doing well.  Have a good day, 
and pass on my greetings to STM.”  And Katrin White, class 
of 2023, writes:  “Thank you for supporting my education at 
Cristo Rey.  My experience at my new school has been  
exciting, and my favorite subject is religion.  I hope you have 
a blessed Christmas.”  
 

Katrin and Gabriel graduated from our STM School this past 
year.  
 

CONVERSATIONS AT CENTRAL NIGHT SHELTER 
Check out a new podcast started by one of the managers 
and a guest at Central Night Shelter. Get a glimpse into the 
reality of homelessness in our city as you listen into  
conversations that happen during a night at the shelter.  
STM will be volunteering for more overnight shifts in the 
new year, so here's a chance to learn more about it. Listen 
here: www.stmgaparish.org/centralnightshelter 

http://bit.ly/stmadult20
https://soundcloud.com/cathal-doyle-896201044/conversations-at-central-night


PARISH LIFE 
COURTESY REMINDER—NO PARKING! 
Just a reminder—as everyone knows parking spaces at STM 
are at a premium. Please do not park in the First Christian 
church lot. Also pay attention to the “No Parking” signs, 
(including the driveway by the rectory), the yellow curbs and 
parking too close to fire hydrants (especially on Pinetree and 
Ponce de Leon). Be aware that tickets may be issued.  
Parking is available in the Post Office upper and lower lots. 
 

DECORATING CHURCH & CHAPEL FOR CHRISTMAS 
Members of the Arts & Environment Committee, 
including those who signed up during  
Stewardship Weekend, and anyone else who 
would like to help are welcome on Monday, Dec. 
23, starting at 9:00 AM.  Coffee, juice and donuts 
will be provided in the family room. Come and go 
as your schedule allows. For more info call  

Maggie Ericson at 770-491-0521. 

 

SEPARATED OR DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP  
Are you separated or divorced? We invite you to join our 
parish support group. Please contact Lucy O'Donoghue at 
lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com for more information.  
 

EPIPHANY POTLUCK DINNER—JANUARY 4 
Join us for a potluck dinner and 
entertainment in Mulhern Hall 
after the 5:30 PM Vigil Mass for 
the Epiphany. Myrna Hardjono's 
International Dance Troupe will 
provide the entertainment.  
Register at: 
www.stmgaparish.org/epiphany  
 

KNIGHTS IN THE NEWS 
The family of Month is Matt 
Hegarty and the Knight of 
Month is Stuart Brady.  
Congratulations! 

 

 
 

WELCOME NEW PARISIONERS  

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

SCHOOL NEWS 
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM STM CATHOLIC SCHOOL! 
This Christmas season, as we reflect on our blessings, for 
gifts received and for all the people in our lives, we thank 
God for YOU, our STM family. May the miracle of Christ’s  
birth bless your life with special joy this season.  
 

ONE MORE LEFT! 
Did you miss the last Open 
House?  Do you want to 
learn more about St.  
Thomas More School? It’s 
not too late!  We invite you 
to our last Open House on 
Wednesday, January 8th at 
9:30 a.m. where you’ll learn 
how academic excellence, 
joyful learning and  
abundant faith are at the 

heart of all we do. Meet our faculty, hear from our students 
and parents, and enjoy a student-led tour of our campus. 
Register at stmga.org. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

For more School News, please visit  
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/  

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James & Cheryl Abraham 
Christopher & Kayla  
Anderson 
David & Elaine Askew 
Dale & Taylor Bowles 
Moira Bucciarelli 
Eb & Sarah Daniels 
Laura Dollar 
John & Diana Dudek 

Alex Flores & Patricia  
Sheppard 
Angela Foust 
Marta Galecki & John Comer 
Ann Guilfoile & Mike Brown 
Lupe Monterroso & Chris 
Alfonso 
Dalia Quintanilla 
Joshua & Audrey Shepard 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fstmga.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0LPTo_rLgc4YexcT76JId9bvn0Pxr2q1zk0BqGnN1Ua8WPqEx8fPVDFjs&h=AT1jopOniy-fowszvt_rhDj0DKVmq1lI3lLJrwgRsC-qw0fyYko0LhS66DF2wbU0UK7c8Nsa9PReC58jrmXO2C77EUGdZfXYi6STNBgAK9C0HJrg9lxkdTq-BioveHX
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

MARIST EVENING SERIES  
Starting in January, Marist School is offering an adult education program open to the public. The Marist Evening Series  
consists of three evenings of captivating courses for adults taught by Marist ’s faculty and staff. Course topics include art 
history; religion and spirituality; history and culture; science; college planning; technology; ceramics; drawing/painting;  
photography; film; writing; and self-discovery.  
 
More information and registration information can be found at marist.com/eveningseries.  
 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER  
Jan. 3-5, 2020; Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit, 2625 Highway 212, SW, Conyers. This type of prayer enables us to rest 
in God, leading to a more intimate relationship with him. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 or retreat@trappist.net 
for a reservation.  
 

WHAT'S NEXT? LECTURE SERIES —CANON LAW  
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, 7:30 – 9PM, Candler School of Theology, Room 252, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322 
This is the third installment of the What's Next Series exploring the role of laity in the Catholic Church. The speaker will be 
Thomas Doyle. Doyle is a priest, canon lawyer, writer for National Catholic Reporter, addictions therapist and long-time 
supporter of justice and compassion for clergy sex abuse victims. Rev. Thomas P. Doyle, who has a doctorate in canon law 
and five master’s degrees, sacrificed a rising career at the Vatican Embassy to become an outspoken advocate for church 
abuse victims. Since 1984, when he became involved with the issue of sexual abuse of children by Catholic clergy while 
serving at the Embassy, he has become an expert in the canonical and pastoral dimensions of this problem—working  
directly with victims, their families, accused priests, and Church officials.  
 

WHAT’S NEXT?—CONVERSATIONS ON THE CHURCH ABUSE CRISIS 
The sexual abuse crisis in the Church has shaken many Catholics and we want to keep the conversation going as we  
discern what’s next for our church. Join parishioners in January, February, and March to watch lectures hosted by the  
Aquinas Center of Theology at Emory University that ask important questions about our Church. We will engage in  
discussion after the video lectures. Next lecture will be Sunday, Jan. 26: Inverting the Pyramid: Re-Imagining the Role of the 
Laity in Today's Church with Richard Gaillardetz.  
 

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?" (MARK 8:29): QUESTIONS OF IDENTITY IN THEOLOGY AND POLITICS   
Thursday, January 30, 2020, 11AM – 1PM, Cannon Chapel (located behind the Candler School of Theology)  
St. Thomas Aquinas famously teaches that God's existence and essence are identical. This means that the way God exists 
perfectly corresponds to who and what God is. Creatures are not like this. Our existence is a struggle in which we must 
endeavor to find ourselves, become ourselves, and be true to ourselves. This struggle is made much harder by the fact 
that everything with which we seek to establish our identities comes to us through a violent world. Race, gender, sexuality, 
language, religion, family, community, profession, even personality are born of a tangled web of historical relations that 
may wound and alienate us even as we seek to find ourselves in them. Theology offers some hope by inviting us to ask 
who we are in God's merciful eyes. Jesus's question for his disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" is one that we might 
prayerfully address back to him with reference to ourselves. This would be a question not merely of fact but of calling. It 
would be an effort to understand who we are meant to become amid the chaos of this fallen world.    
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
The weekend is an experience for married couples who want to improve and enliven their communication. The weekends 
for 2020 are Feb. 28-Mar. 1, Apr. 17-19, Jun. 26-28, Aug. 28-30, Oct. 16-18 and Nov. 13-15. Contact: visit GATN-wwme.org  
for online application or call 678-242-WWME for more information.  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SAVE THE DATE... 
 

Jan. 5—Sunday Brunch: 10:30 AM at the Marlay. 
On the first Sunday, every other month, you're 
invited to join members of YAM for brunch after 
the 9:30 AM Mass at The Marlay.  

Friday, March 13 to Sunday, March 15—Lenten Silent  
Retreat at Ignatius House. Sarah and Andy Otto lead this 
weekend silent retreat. Discounted cost of $200 (includes 
room with private bath and meals). Young adults at STM 
who need financial assistance can request an additional 
$75 off (limited aid available for any Ignatius House retreat) 
by emailing Andy at aotto@stmga.org. For more info, visit 
www.ignatiushouse.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/dsdmlc/xf5y2od/51v0pn
mailto:retreat@trappist.net
http://maps.google.com/?q=1531+Dickey+Dr%2c+Atlanta%2c+GA+30322
https://gatn-wwme.org/

