
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         Dec. 29, 2019 & Jan. 5, 2020—The Holy Family & The Epiphany 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

LIFT EVERY VOICE 

Interested in better  
collaboration between 
Church leaders and the  
laity? 
 

Concerned for the future 
of the Church? 
 

Take the CLIP survey. 
stmgaparish.org/clip 

 

THE FEAST  

OF THE  

HOLY FAMILY  

OF JESUS,  

MARY & JOSEPH 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., Dec. 30           Frances Moon † 
Tues., Dec. 31        Members of STM 
Wed., Dec. 1        Members of STM 
Thurs., Jan. 2          Bernice Trotochaud † 
Fri., Jan. 3            Members of STM 
Mon., Jan. 6                     Members of STM 
Tues., Jan. 7                     Members of STM 
Wed., Jan. 8                     Veronica M. Larson † 
Thurs., Jan. 8  Members of STM 
Fri., Jan. 10  Members of STM 
 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Charles Tollison and Angela Woody  
 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Martin Frazier and Marguerite Schmidt  
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Wed., Jan. 1  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
 

Sat., Jan. 4  Epiphany Potluck—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall 
   
Sun., Jan. 5  St Vincent de Paul Meeting—9:30 AM to 10:30 AM—Teachers Lounge  
   The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library  
 

Mon., Jan. 6  S Factor Epiphany Party—12:00 PM to 3:30 PM 
 

Tues., Jan. 7  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library   
 

Wed., Jan. 8  Bridge Club Ministry—2:00 PM to 5:00 PM—Parish Library  
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room   

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
What a wonderful Christmas  
celebration we had at STM!  I hope 
you and your families had as much 
fun as we did. 
 
I’d like to single out several  
parishioners and staff for special 
thanks for their contribution to our 
holiday experience. 
 
Christmas liturgies were terrific thanks to Joe Messina, our 
Director of Worship, Brad Meyer, our Adult Choir Director, 
the Children’s Choir, the Contemporary Choir, and all those 
others who had role to play in making our Christmas  
music.  Special thanks to the musicians who accompanied 
the singing, our cantors, and the kids who participated in 
the Christmas Eve Pageant.  Nothing speaks of the wonder 
and beauty of Christmas like Christmas music. 
 
Thanks to the lectors and altar servers and ushers and  
others who made things go so smoothly, despite the 
crowds. 
 
Thanks for Todd Hines, our Director of Parish Maintenance, 
Stewart Voegtlin, our Director of Youth Faith Formation, 
and the members of the STM Youth Group who set up 
more than 500 folding chairs in the gym for the overflow 
Mass on Christmas Eve.  Todd along with Justin Riviere, his 
co-worker, also put up the Christmas trees in the narthex 
and church and the wreaths on the church doors. 
 
Thanks to Maggie Ericson and the other men and women 
who decorated the church.  They spent an entire day in the 
church the weekend before Christmas cleaning and  
arranging greens, flowers, and candles when they might 
have been home with their families.  The church was—and 
still is—beautiful.  
 
Thanks to Darija Pichanick and Patricia Weaver who did 
most of the work on our annual Giving Tree project.   
Organizing this program, which collects and distributes 
more than 600 gifts to needy adults and children, is a huge 
effort.  The project was bigger than ever this year.  Of 
course, thanks to all the parishioners who took tags from 
the trees and purchased gifts for distribution. 
 
And speaking more personally, Fr. Tim and I thank all those 
parishioners who sent us best Christmas wishes in the 
form of greeting cards, notes, and cookies.  You are good 
friends to us and to the parish.  We are grateful. 
 
Changing the subject entirely… 
 
STM, like any Jesuit-sponsored ministry, is committed to 
fostering a vibrant Catholic intellectual and spiritual life 
among you, our colleagues in ministry.  To help  
parishioners grow spiritually, STM partners with Ignatius 
Jesuit Retreat House in Sandy Springs to offer various  

retreat experiences, including “retreats in daily life,” which 
persons can do without significant interruption of their 
normal daily routine, and more intensive retreat  
experiences away from home.  Check the Ignatius House 
website for a schedule either at www.ignatiushouse.org, or 
at www.stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats. 
 
To help parishioners  grow intellectually, STM is offering a 
number of adult faith formation programs over the next 
several weeks, including book studies and discussions of 
contemporary films; a program we call “Ignatian  
Foundations,” a 6-week introduction to the Ignatian 
worldview; and a 6-week course on Christian mysticism. 
 
During this new year, we will continue to offer weekly  
Scripture study on Sunday mornings with Dr. Jerry  
Pendrick; on Tuesday afternoons with Dr. Louanne  
Bachner; and, for the women of the parish, reflection of the 
Scriptures on Monday evenings. 
 
STM also cooperates with the Aquinas Center at Emory 
University to create opportunities to discuss with  
contemporary theologians issues of particular concern to 
21st century Catholics, including several conversations  
related to resolving the Church’s leadership crisis brought 
on in part by the sexual abuse of children by clergy and 
other Church workers.  These include: “Inverting the  
Pyramid: Re-imagining the Role of the Laity in Today’s 
Church” with Boston College’s Dr. Richard Gaillardetz;  
“Co-Responsibilty in Church Management: A New Culture 
of Leadership” with Kerry Robinson; “What's Next?: Canon 
Law and Lay Involvement in Church Governance” with Fr. 
Thomas Doyle.  These programs are free.  To register, or 
for more information, go to:  www.aquinas.emory.edu. 
 
I also encourage parishioners to read one or more of the 
periodicals that comment on contemporary religious,  
cultural, and political matters, like Commonweal Magazine 
(www.commonwealmagazine.org), the Jesuits’ own America 
Magazine (www.americamagazine.org), and the National 
Catholic Reporter (www.ncronline.org).  Regularly reading 
these periodicals will surely open one to a world beyond 
one’s own. 
 
Let us give as much attention to growing in our religious 
life as we do in our professional work lives. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

PARISH FINANCES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

CONVERSATIONS AT CENTRAL NIGHT SHELTER 
Check out a new podcast started by one of the managers and 
a guest at Central Night Shelter. Get a glimpse into the reality 
of homelessness in our city as you listen into conversations 
that happen during a night at the shelter.  
 
STM will be volunteering for more overnight shifts in the new 
year, so here's a chance to learn more about it. Listen here: 
www.stmgaparish.org/centralnightshelter 
 

HOLIDAY CARD WRITING WITH EL REFUGIO  
Thanks to all who participated in our holiday card writing event 
for El Refugio! As a parish, we wrote 300 cards to men detained 
at Stewart Detention Center. Marie Marquardt spoke on behalf 
of El Refugio and shared what a meaningful experience it is for 
the migrants to receive messages of welcome and hope this 
season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY PROJECT 
The Ignatian Spirituality Project, ISP, is a nationwide ministry 
sponsored by the Jesuits to give spiritual retreats to homeless 
men and women in recovery. This is an active ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta carried out by volunteers and in  
collaboration with Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center.  
Volunteers are needed for days of reflection, overnight  
retreats, drivers and other tasks. Contact: Sarah Otto 
at sotto@ignatiushouse.org for information on volunteering.   

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
January 11-12, 2020—St. Vincent de Paul 
January 18-19, 2020—Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministry 
 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
https://soundcloud.com/cathal-doyle-896201044/conversations-at-central-night
mailto:sotto@ignatiushouse.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

PARENTS’ MORNING OUT: MAKING ROOM FOR GOD  
January 8, 2020 @ 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM at Ignatius House  
Directed by Sarah Otto, M.Div. New Year's resolutions often reflect our disappointments about the previous year: we didn't  
exercise enough, we ate too much, we didn't make time for prayer, etc. A healthy spirituality, however, always begins 
and ends in gratitude. Spend a few hours at the beginning of 2020 reflecting on the gifts and graces of 2019, rather 
than its faults and failures. And from that place of gratitude, better discern how you can make space to love and be 
loved by God this year.  
 

DAY OF REFLECTION: INTRODUCTION TO MINDFULNESS-BASED STRESS REDUCTION  
January 9, 2020 @ 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM at Ignatius House  
Directed by Mark Dannenfelser, MA, LPC  This day of reflection will introduce you to the practice of mindfulness  
meditation which uses evidence-based mind-body practices, informed by ancient wisdom traditions and supported by 
modern scientific research to decrease distraction and stress, and help increase optimal functioning. The day will  
combine brief presentations, discussions, mindfulness practices, some silence, and free time to enjoy the beautiful 
grounds.  
 

SABBATH DAY: AN INVITATION TO REST 
January 13, 2020 @ 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM  
"Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” (Mark 6:31a) It is difficult to step away from our  
daily busyness, yet the concept of Sabbath is God’s invitation to rest. The Sabbath affirms the necessity of rest, prayer, 
and reflection to the work of building God’s kingdom. Come away for a few hours to the quiet refuge of Ignatius House. 
Pray with and in the beauty of God’s creation.  
 
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire. Learn more and register at IgnatiusHouse.org 
 

COMING SOON…  
Pray Without Ceasing: An Introduction to Christian Contemplation and Mystical Spirituality  
with Carl McColman  
This six week course will introduce you to some of the great Catholic mystics, their teachings, and their instructions for 
how even the most ordinary person can grow in the life of prayer and spirituality. Registration is now open:  
bit.ly/stmadult20  
 

WINTER BOOK STUDY 
Jan. 28 – Mar. 3 Tuesdays, 7:30 PM  
For the longest time there were not any American-born saints. Join parishioner Bill Cossen on a six-week 
journey through Kathleen Sprows Cumming’s book A Saint of Our Own: How the Quest for a Holy Hero 
Helped Catholics Become American. Discover the connection between the sense of belonging for American  
Catholics and having a home-grown saint. Register at: bit.ly/stofourown 

YOUTH “FAMILY DINNER” 
We invite you to provide dinner for STM Youth! There’s a menu for each meeting date; a main, salad, and dessert for  
20-25 kids will do. Sign up on the parish website. 
 

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE VBS POSSIBLE 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 22-26, 2020. We invite you to volunteer! If you’re a cleared, Virtus trained adult 
(18+) and would like to have a positive impact on children, consider signing up here: www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020  
 

SAVE THE DATE: INTOWN MISSION 
Save the date for youth “Intown Mission,” June 22-26, 2020. We’ll invite 25 STM Youth to volunteer at VBS in the morning, 
we’ll have lunch together, and then participate in a different missional activity each day. Some of the sites we ’ve confirmed 
so far are the Gateway Center,  DEAM, and Fresh Harvest. The week will culminate with a cookout/pool party at the  
Whitcombs! This is for high school youth only (rising 9th grade and up). Cost is $35. Register and pay now on the parish  
website. 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/parents-morning-out-making-space-for-god/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/sabbath-day-an-invitation-to-rest/
http://bit.ly/stmadult20
http://www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020
https://www.gatewayctr.org/
https://www.deamdecatur.org/
https://freshharvestga.com/


PARISH LIFE 
PARISHIONERS RENEW COMMITMENT AS LAY  

ASSOCIATES 
Several STM parishioners renewed their commitment as Lay 
Associates of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at Mass 
on Monday, December 9.  The parishioners are: Patricia 
DeCoq,Betty Griffith, Cyndy Fordyce, Cecelia Shannon, Peggy 
Burgess, and Mary Redmond.  We thank these women for 
their devoted service to the Church. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPARATED OR DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP  

Are you separated or divorced? We invite you to join our 
parish support group. Please contact Lucy O'Donoghue at 
lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com for more information.  
 

AUDITIONS FOR JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH 

The More Players, the theater ministry of 
STM, is excited to present James and the 
Giant Peach! This new musical by the same 
composers as The Greatest Showman and 
Dear Evan Hansen makes the classic Roald 
Dahl’s book even more beloved with their 
comical, unforgettable, and touching songs.  
 

Auditions will be held on Saturday, January 11 from 10AM to 
5PM on the stage. This show is open to all parishioners and 
members of the community ages 6-106. Experience not  
required. 
 

Show dates are April 24-26 and May 1-3, 2020. Follow us on 
Facebook for more information @TheMorePlayers. Get 
more info and sign up for an audition time slot here: 
stmgaparish.org/james. Are you more of a backstage  
person? We need you too! Contact Alex Azzarello at  
aazzarello@gmail.com.  

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

SCHOOL NEWS 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS - DON’T MISS OUT! 
We invite you to our last Open House on Wednesday,  
January 8th at 9:30 AM. where you’ll see our academic  
excellence, joyful learning and abundant faith firsthand. 
Meet our faculty, hear from our students and parents, and 
enjoy a student-led tour of our campus. Register at 
stmga.org. We look forward to seeing you there! 

SAVVY MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENTISTS WOW AT  

SCIENCE FAIR 
Visitors to our middle school science fair enjoyed some  
incredible active learning! Our middle school scientists  
researched, designed, tested, hypothesized and made  
conclusions about a range of projects from mechanical 
arms to aerodynamics to environmental effects on our  
bodies. Congratulations to all the students for their hard 
work and to our winners:  
 
Experimental design - Jake L. & Jack (1stplace), Scarlett & 
Mary Evans (2nd place), and Earl & Max (3rd place);  
Engineering - Max (1st place), Addison, Christopher & Jake F. 
(3 way tie for 2nd place). 

For more School News, please visit  
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/  
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https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

MARIST EVENING SERIES  
Starting in January, Marist School is offering an adult education program open to the public. The Marist Evening Series  
consists of three evenings of captivating courses for adults taught by Marist ’s faculty and staff. Course topics include art 
history; religion and spirituality; history and culture; science; college planning; technology; ceramics; drawing/painting;  
photography; film; writing; and self-discovery.  
More information and registration information can be found at marist.com/eveningseries.  
 

WHAT'S NEXT? LECTURE SERIES —CANON LAW  
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, 7:30 – 9PM, Candler School of Theology, Room 252, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322 
This is the third installment of the What's Next Series exploring the role of laity in the Catholic Church. The speaker will be 
Thomas Doyle. Doyle is a priest, canon lawyer, writer for National Catholic Reporter, addictions therapist and long-time 
supporter of justice and compassion for clergy sex abuse victims. Rev. Thomas P. Doyle, who has a doctorate in canon law 
and five master’s degrees, sacrificed a rising career at the Vatican Embassy to become an outspoken advocate for church 
abuse victims. Since 1984, when he became involved with the issue of sexual abuse of children by Catholic clergy while 
serving at the Embassy, he has become an expert in the canonical and pastoral dimensions of this problem—working  
directly with victims, their families, accused priests, and Church officials.  
 

WHAT’S NEXT?—CONVERSATIONS ON THE CHURCH ABUSE CRISIS 
The sexual abuse crisis in the Church has shaken many Catholics and we want to keep the conversation going as we  
discern what’s next for our church. Join parishioners in January, February, and March to watch lectures hosted by the  
Aquinas Center of Theology at Emory University that ask important questions about our Church. We will engage in  
discussion after the video lectures. Next lecture will be Sunday, Jan. 26: Inverting the Pyramid: Re-Imagining the Role of the 
Laity in Today's Church with Richard Gaillardetz.  
 

WAY FOR WOMEN RETREAT 
PAC (Pregnancy Aid Clinic) will be offering an Introduction to Natural Family Planning class for anyone interested in  
learning more about NFP.  You will learn the basics of NFP and what is involved in the process. This class is FREE, open to 
everyone and will be held at both our Forest Park and Roswell clinic locations in January.  To sign up please register 
at:  www.pregnancyaidclinic.com/classes. For more information, please contact Betsy Gordon at 678.306.6360 
or bgordon@pregnancyaidclinic.org  
 

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?" (MARK 8:29): QUESTIONS OF IDENTITY IN THEOLOGY AND POLITICS   
Thursday, January 30, 2020, 11AM – 1PM, Cannon Chapel (located behind the Candler School of Theology)  
St. Thomas Aquinas famously teaches that God's existence and essence are identical. This means that the way God exists 
perfectly corresponds to who and what God is. Creatures are not like this. Our existence is a struggle in which we must 
endeavor to find ourselves, become ourselves, and be true to ourselves. This struggle is made much harder by the fact 
that everything with which we seek to establish our identities comes to us through a violent world. Race, gender, sexuality, 
language, religion, family, community, profession, even personality are born of a tangled web of historical relations that 
may wound and alienate us even as we seek to find ourselves in them. Theology offers some hope by inviting us to ask 
who we are in God's merciful eyes. Jesus's question for his disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" is one that we might 
prayerfully address back to him with reference to ourselves. This would be a question not merely of fact but of calling. It 
would be an effort to understand who we are meant to become amid the chaos of this fallen world.    
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
The weekend is an experience for married couples who want to improve and enliven their communication. The weekends 
for 2020 are Feb. 28-Mar. 1, Apr. 17-19, Jun. 26-28, Aug. 28-30, Oct. 16-18 and Nov. 13-15. Visit GATN-wwme.org for 
online application or call 678-242-WWME for more information.  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SAVE THE DATE... 
 

Jan. 5—Sunday Brunch: 10:30 AM at the Marlay. 
On the first Sunday, every other month, you're 
invited to join members of YAM for brunch after 
the 9:30 AM Mass at The Marlay.  

Friday, March 13 to Sunday, March 15—Lenten Silent  
Retreat at Ignatius House. Sarah and Andy Otto lead this 
weekend silent retreat. Discounted cost of $200 (includes 
room with private bath and meals). Young adults at STM 
who need financial assistance can request an additional 
$75 off (limited aid available for any Ignatius House retreat) 
by emailing Andy at aotto@stmga.org. For more info, visit 
www.ignatiushouse.org. 
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