
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         December 23 & 30, 2018—4th Sunday of Advent & The Holy Family 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

Epiphany Potluck 

Sat., Jan. 5th 6:30 PM  

Mulhern Hall 

See page 6 of the bulletin for details. 

Financial Peace University 

Jan. 17 – Mar. 14 

Thursdays at 7 PM 

See page 7 of the bulletin for details. 

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2019 

For the Christmas Holiday, the Parish Office will be closed from 12/23 until 1/2. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, Dec. 24 Members of STM 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 Members of STM 
Wednesday, Dec. 26 Thomas Mathews † 
Thursday, Dec. 27  Frances Moon † 
Friday, Dec. 28  Festus Ola Aina † 
Monday, Dec. 31 Members of STM 
Tuesday, Jan. 1  Members of STM 
Wednesday, Jan. 2  Bernice Trotochaud †    
Thursday, Jan. 3  William McCarthy Jr. † 
Friday, Jan. 4  Maria Grace Ferraro †  
 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Bob Eddleman  
Bob Flinn  
Lucy King, daughter of STM teacher, David King  
 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Shannon Harmon 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name to 
these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
 

Sun., Dec. 30  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library 
    
Wed., Jan. 2  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM—Family Room   
 
Thurs. Jan. 3  Cancer Sewing Group—8:30 AM—St. Julie Room 
       
Sat. Jan. 5  Epiphany Potluck Dinner—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall 
 
Sun., Jan. 6  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library 
   EDGE meeting 3:30 PM, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, youth dinner, Life Teen meeting 
    

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 

Fr. Paul Rourke, S. J., Parochial Vicar 
paul.rourke@gmail.com 
 

Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 

Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 

Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti 
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie 
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a 
parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email 
it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during  
normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
At the beginning of the “second 
week” of the Spiritual Exercises  of 
St. Ignatius, after the retreatant, 
that is, the one doing the  
Exercises, has made a choice to 
seek a more intimate relationship 
with Jesus and to follow him more 
closely, Ignatius directs the  
retreatant to contemplate the 
birth of Jesus, using his/her imagination and even  
applying his/her senses. 
 
The first step in this contemplation of Jesus’ birth is to 
consider how God observes the human race as it 
suffers under the power of Evil in the world, and to 
reflect on God’s desire that all men and women be 
freed from that power and flourish as God desires. 
 
It is out of love for all men and women that God 
sends the Word to become the human person, Jesus, 
and, through him, to save us from this Evil, however 
and wherever we experience it. 
 
Ignatius then directs the retreatant to imagine him/
herself present at Jesus’ birth, and, assuming the role 
of a servant, to look on Mary, Joseph, and the baby, 
and to serve them in their needs. The retreatant is to 
watch what they do and to hear what they say to one 
another. The retreatant is to note carefully how Jesus 
was born “in extreme poverty.” 
 
Then, Ignatius says, the retreatant should “reflect on 
him/herself and draw some spiritual fruit from what 
he/she has seen and heard.”  Ignatius does not  
presume what “spiritual fruit” the retreatant might 
experience, but Ignatius does want the retreatant to 
know that God does all this for him/her out of love. 
 
In this Christmas season, even though commercial 
interests have largely hijacked the holiday, we can 
hardly avoid at least occasional thoughts of the birth 
of Jesus. What we might do more deliberately and 
carefully is to try to draw some “spiritual fruit” from 
our prayer. We might ask God questions like: God, 
why did you choose to become one of us and to live 
among us?  Jesus, why did you live and die as you did?  
God, what are you saying to me in all this?  What does 
it all mean? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I suggest that we not settle for formulaic answers that 
sound like the Catechism or a theological treatise.  
Rather, I suggest that we stay out of our heads and 
move into our hearts where we can be confident that 
the Lord speaks most reliably and personally.  I am 
quite sure that God’s words to us, which we will likely 
feel more than hear, will be more like a poem or a 
love letter than doctrine. 
 
Fr. Pat, Fr. Paul, the other Jesuits in Atlanta, the staff 
of St. Thomas More, and I wish you and your families 
and other loved ones a heart-felt experience of the 
loving presence of God in your lives this Christmas.  
May you know deep in your hearts that God is for 
you. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 
HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 
6:15pm for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 
5:30PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS LITURGY 

CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDULE  
Dec. 24, Monday, Christmas Eve 
3:30 pm Youth Christmas Pageant, Church 
9:15 pm Lessons and Carols, Church 
Masses: 
4:00 pm Children’s Mass, Church 
4:15 pm Gym 
7:30 pm Church 
10:00 pm Church 
 

Dec. 25, Tuesday, Christmas Day 
Masses: 
9:30 am Church 
11:00 am Church 
 

Dec. 29-30, Saturday and Sunday 
The Holy Family – regular Mass schedule 
 

Dec. 31, Monday 
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God—5:30 pm Vigil Mass 
 

Jan. 1, Tuesday 
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God—10:00 am Mass 
 

Jan. 5-6, Saturday and Sunday 
Epiphany – regular Mass schedule 
 

Jan. 5, Saturday 
6:30 pm Epiphany party, Mulhern Hall 
 

Jan. 12-13, Saturday and Sunday 
The Baptism of the Lord – regular Mass schedule 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

December 25—Diocese of Atlanta Catholic Charities—The  
second collection the weekend of December 24-25 supports 
Catholic Charities helping families get back to independence 
after unexpected challenges.  
 
January 13—The second collection the weekend of January  
12-13 supports the activities of STM’s St. Vincent de 
Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO ST THOMAS MORE 
Christmas and the end of the year are fast approaching. Please 
consider making a special offering to St Thomas More. For tax 
purposes it must be in the office by Dec 31st. All gifts to the 
church are tax deductible. 
 

THE 2018 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL 
Many thanks to all individuals and  families for your support of 
the annual appeal and this parish. For tax purposes, it is  
important that all pledges be paid by the end of the year. 

PARISH FINANCES 

http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

JANUARY EDGE AND LIFTEEN EVENTS  
Sun., Jan. 6—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, youth dinner, Life Teen meeting  (begins after dinner) 
Thurs., Jan. 10—Youth Group Adoration in the AM—7:30 AM—Chapel 
Sun., Jan. 13—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, youth dinner, Life Teen meeting  (begins after dinner)  
Thurs., Dec. 24—Bible and Biscuits —7:30 – 8:00 AM—Chapel.  
Sun., Jan. 27—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, youth dinner, Life Teen meeting  (begins after dinner)  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

THE WORD ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays 10:40-11:50 AM  
Join our biblical scholar, Jerry Pendrick, each Sunday  
morning to unpack the weekly scripture readings. The  
primary focus will be on explaining the literal meaning of the 
texts, especially the Gospels. 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish 
Library.   
 

MORE THEOLOGY 
MORE Theology is a series of St. Thomas More classes on 
topics that affect us as Catholics, including theology, church 
history, spirituality, liturgy, and church teaching.  
Registration opens January 6, 2019 for The History of  
American Catholicism (March 4, 8, 25 — Mondays, 7 PM. 
Instructor: Dr. William Cossen) and Introduction to Liturgy 
(Apr. 24 – May 29, 2019 — Wednesdays, 7 PM. Instructor: 
Dr. Louanne Bachner). 

RENEW—SCRIPTURE STUDY 
Tuesdays 1:30 PM  
Renew - Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner meets every  
Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the Parish Library.  

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  
January 17 – March 14, Thursdays at 7pm 
How, as Christians, are we supposed to handle money and 
personal finance? Join our Financial Peace University group 
for a 9-week course to learn how to beat debt and make a 
plan for the future for your family. This program will offer 
you tools, insights, and scenarios for simple budgeting, 
fighting debt, planning for retirement, real estate, and using 
insurance. Course fee: $109 per family (includes workbook, 
online budgeting tool, online videos). Register now 
at fpu.com/1074560  
Free course preview, Sunday, January 13 after the noon Mass in 
the Parish Library. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

STM AIDS MINISTRY 
STM AIDS Ministry hosted its 9th annual Christmas party for the women and 
children of Jerusalem House on December 9th, 2018. Mrs. Claus made her  
entrance with a basket of peppermint poofs while singing Jingle Bells. She 
led the residents and volunteers in Christmas carols and also crafted  
Christmas trees, and decorated Christmas cookies. Father Mark attended and 
got into the spirit as one of the ten lords a-leaping. A very special thank you 
goes to Richard White, The Knights of Columbus, and our AIDS Ministry  
volunteers for making the party a great success.  
 

GLOBAL VILLAGE PROJECT THANKS STM PARISHIONERS 
Ms. Amy Pelissero, Head of School at the Global Village Project, a special school 
for immigrant and refugee girls in Decatur, recently wrote to thank STM  
parishioners who participated in the annual GVP 5-Mile Welcome Walk fundraiser.  Ms. Pelissero wrote: "At GVP, we  
envision a world where our students will have access to the education necessary to pursue their dreams.  We dream this 
world and work towards it one girl at a time.... Thank you for sharing our vision...." 
 

CRISTO REY ATLANTA STUDENTS GREET STM PARISHIONERS 
STM parishioners received Christmas greetings from two Cristo Rey Atlanta students who receive tuition assistance 
through a gift from STM, a gift made possible because of your support of the parish. 
 
Juliana wrote: "I am very thankful for the opportunity you have given me.  Attending Cristo Rey was possible because of 
your help." 
 
Fatou wrote: "Thank you so much for sponsoring my education.  I am grateful to you....  I love it here and the  
opportunities to volunteer are endless.  Cristo Rey is amazing." 

http://fpu.com/1074560


PARISH LIFE 
2019 EPHIPANY POT LUCK  

Saturday, January 5th 6:30 PM in Mulhern Hall 
Please bring a dish that will serve 10-12 people 
If your last name begins with: 
A-E       Salads 
F-N       Potato dishes and vegetables 
O-Z       Deserts 
RSVP Parish Office 404-378-4588 or ccollins@stmga.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

 
             

        Myrna Hardjono’s International Dance Troupe 
             will be performing the Lion King Dances. 
 

“KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS” POSTER COMPETITION  
The STM Knights of Columbus organized their 13th annual 
"Keep Christ in Christmas" Poster Competition this month. 
Students in grades 1 through 8 were eligible to submit a 
poster. 
 

The winning posters will be displayed in the Narthex  
during Christmas masses, which will surely bring joy all.  
 

Congratulation to the winners! 
 
1st - 3rd Grade 
1st place – Emma Kowalewski (3rd grade) 
2nd place – Joanna Truong (3rd grade) 
3rd place – Molly Abel (3rd grade) 
 
4th - 6th Grade 
1st place – Julia Freeman (5th grade) 
2nd place – Aran Alvillar (6th grade) 
3rd place – Katie Swartz (6th grade) 
 
7th - 8th Grade 
1st place – Maddi Kowalewski (8th grade) 
2nd place – Maggie Ryan (7th grade) 
3rd place – Cecilia Burns (8th grade) 

 

 

 

 
           

 
          Maddi Kowalewski (8th grade) 

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS WITH ARCHBISHOP  

WILTON GREGORY 
Last month, the Parish Council wrote a letter to the  
Archbishop, again inviting him to STM to hear parishioners’ 
concerns about the on-going crisis in the Church due to 
sexual abuse and the actions of Church leaders to hide 
it.  In response to that letter, the Archbishop has agreed to 
come to STM to meet with the Parish Council on January 
9th to hear our concerns. 
 

While the meeting with the Archbishop is a small-group 
setting with the Parish Council, we are considering 
sharing some of the voices and thoughts of our  
parishioners through a short video.  If you would like the 
opportunity to share a few sincere, spiritually guided 
words that might be included in the video, we will set up a 
video camera and very small crew to capture these 
thoughts during the weekend of December 30th, before 
and after masses. Contact anh10_us@yahoo.com for more 
information. 
 

—STM Parish Council and the Leadership Crisis Action  
Committee  
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed 
through the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer  
opportunities always available. Archdiocese security  
clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our 
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or 
dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  
 

PARK AT YOUR OWN RISK! 
Just a reminder—as everyone knows parking spaces at STM 
are at a premium. Please do not park in the First Christian 
church lot. Also pay attention to the “No Parking” signs, 
(including the driveway by the rectory), the yellow curbs and 
parking too close to fire hydrants (especially on Pinetree 
and Ponce de Leon). Be aware that tickets may be issued. 
Parking is available in the Post Office upper and lower lots. 
 

Angelica Bruschi 
Michael Clifford and Brian 
Sweny 
Barbara Ferer 
Dana Paulita Francisco 
Wilson Hammond 
Paul and Gabriella Ghareeb 
Marissa Gogniat 
Ryan and Rebecca Johnson 
Hailemichael and Mesere  
Kielemariam 
 
 
 
 

Laramie Lemon 
Michael and Karla Macaya 
Michael McBane 
William and Paige Mielnicki 
William and Jessica Morrison 
Anthony and Patricia Noto 
Christine and Michael  
Szablewski 
Kevin and Nadia Walker 
Barbara Wells 
Theresa Kiblinger 



GOD’S GAZE: LOVED INTO FREEDOM  
January 11-13 - Directed by Andy Otto, Ignatius House  
St. Ignatius invites us to see the world, one another, and ourselves through God’s eyes. Through this we discover God’s 
deep desire for us to be our truest and most authentic selves, loved, gifted, and summoned to free the world from  
whatever inhibits love.  
 

MEN’S RETREAT –  FREED FOR COMMITMENT: THE PARADOX OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE  
February 8-10 - Directed by Mark Horak, SJ, Ignatius House   
As Christians we are called to both freedom and commitment, two paradoxical notions in St. Ignatius ’ Spiritual Exercises. 
We are invited into the freedom that comes from being loved by God, moved by gratitude for this love, so we can be free 
to commit in love of the other.  
 
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  
 

SISTER CHURCHES: CONFLICT TO DIALOGUE  
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2019, 7:30 – 9PM at the Aquinas Center Candler School of Theology  
Exploring the dialogue and the rapprochement of the two sister Churches, the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox.  A brief 
history, present relations and prospects for the future will be examined. 
 

Revd. Dr. Demetrios Bathrellos will be the speaker. He is a visiting Professor and Distance Learning Tutor for the Institute 
for Orthodox Christian Studies. Father Demetrios received his doctorate in Systematic Theology from King ’s College,  
London and is the author of The Byzantine Christ: Person, Nature and Will in the Christology of St. Maximus the Confessor. This 
event is free. 
 

2019 MASS FOR THE UNBORN/STAND FOR LIFE 
Respect Life Ministry would like to invite all parishes, schools and ministries in the Archdiocese of Atlanta to join us for the 
Mass for the Unborn and Stand for Life event on Monday, January 28, 2019 at the Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699 
Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30305.  
 

MARRIED COUPLES AND PRIESTS 
The birth of our Lord and Savior was a chance to renew mankind around the world. Renew your world by considering a 
WWME weekend experience, and learning tools and techniques for better communication and relationships. Upcoming 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are March 1-3 and May 3-5. You can get more information or apply online at 
GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  
 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY    SCHOOL NEWS 

COMMUNTIY NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jan. 6: Brunch after the 9:30am Mass 

 Jan. 16: Holy Happy Hour—Wednesday, January 
16 at 7pm - George’s Bar and Restaurant. Topic: 
Living the Questions. Speaker: Steve Nicholson, SJ   

 Feb. 16: L’Arche Valentine’s Day Dance  

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO!  

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the new-born King!   

Merry Christmas from all the students, teachers and staff 
at St. Thomas More School!  

 

 

https://GATN-wwme.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=fc742a3cd0&e=be07a95996

