
 

Seventh GradeSeventh GradeSeventh GradeSeventh Grade    

Important DatesImportant DatesImportant DatesImportant Dates    

Parent/Child Confirmand Commitment Ceremony (TBA) 

Gospel of Mark/ Service Hours/Spiritual Experience:    

Due Sept. of the year following 7th grade 

   

Requirements for 7th Grade 

� Home study of the Gospel of Mark (due Sept. of the year FOLLOWING 7th grade 

� Perform 10 or more hours of community service.  We will provide opportunities for 

this on EDGE “Service Saturdays”, and you can contribute in other opportunities as 

well. This community service should be meaningful, out of your comfort zone 

things, when you see a “need”…not just babysitting for free or altar serving. 

Service for school or Scouts do count, however, at least two different types of 

service must be done (not all 10 can be altar serving, etc 

� Attendance at two Spiritual experiences (beyond regular Mass).  Examples are: 

Penance Service, All Saints service, Passion Play, Stations of the Cross, a Healing 

service, First Friday Adoration, middle school XLT etc. One of these must be a 

Catholic experience. 

� Failure to complete any year’s assignment will put the child’s ability to Confirm with 

their current class year at risk.  Non completion will necessitate a meeting with 

EDGE youth Director, parent, child and either Pastor or high school youth Director 

to discuss if the child is really prepared to receive Confirmation with their class in 

the tenth grade year. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7th Grade EDGE Project 

Gospel of Mark 

 

St. Mark looks to the Light of Christ, represented by a brilliant sun, to write his Gospel. St. Mark begins his 

Gospel with the story of John the Baptist. He describes John as “a voice crying out in the wilderness.” 

Early Christian artists picked a winged lion to symbolize the Gospel of Mark because a lion represents a 

powerful animal, which is heard in the wilderness. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

NSTRUCTIONS BELOW!! 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels. It is also the oldest of the four, ar 

Name:______________________________________________

______________________ 

EDGE Advisor: Michele McHale-Pickard 

Please complete this page ONLY and return it only on or before 

Sept. of the year FOLOWING 7th grade to acknowledge your 

family’s completion of this activity. 

 

Please answer: What was your favorite part of this gospel and 

why? 

 

Parent signature acknowledging completion of this 

assignment: 

___________________________________________________          

____________________________ 



 

Mark was a Gentile Christian, which means he was not Jewish prior to converting to Christianity. 

He wrote this account of the Gospel for other non-Jewish Christians who were experiencing 

persecutions because of their new Christian faith and their belief in Jesus Christ. Mark’s Gospel 

highlights Jesus as a healer and a miracle worker who also accepts great suffering in order to 

follow God’s will. 

When each of us received the Sacrament of Baptism, our parents made a promise to teach and 

instill the Catholic faith to us. This is why we are asking you to complete this activity as a 

Catholic Christian family. It is a family activity to be shared with your parents and family 

members! 

Acknowledgement of the completion of this activity is necessary as part of the 7th grade 

requirements. 

Here are some steps to help you complete this assignment. 

1. It is recommended that you use a Bible that you can understand and is written for young 

adults, such as The Catholic Youth Bible. 

2. Read the scriptures listed in each section of the assignment.  As you read, reflect on the 

scripture and answer the questions. 

3. Once the assignment is finished, please COMPLETE THE FRONT PAGE ONLY and 

return it to the EDGE box in the church office, or EDGE box in STM school office,  

4. Most of all, have fun doing this family activity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Part 1: 

1. Describe John the Baptist. Tell what he looked like, what he 

did, and what he said. 

 

2. (A) What do you think John the Baptist would look like if he 

were alive today? 

 

 

            (B) What would he say to people today? 

 

3. Jesus’ Baptism was a great sign to the people gathered at 

the Jordan River. What happened that let the people know 

that Jesus was God’s Son? (Hint: 3 things happened). 

 

4.  If you were at the Jordan that day, do you think you would 

have believed that Jesus was God’s Son, the long-awaited 

Messiah?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

1. Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and John were fishing and left their boats and 

nets when Jesus called them.  

a. Do you think you could drop everything and follow Jesus if he called you? 

 

b. What would be the hardest thing for you to leave behind? 

 

 

2. Jesus cured many people. What are some of the qualities of the people he 

healed? (This is not asking what their illnesses were; it is asking what their 

characters were like.) Name several for full credit. 

 

The paralytic man had four men carry him to Jesus. They showed great determination, 

faith, friendship, and commitment. Nothing seemed to prevent of discourage them in 

their goal to reach Jesus to cure their friend.  Reflect on your friends and friendships. 

3. Would you be willing to go up against great obstacles to help your friends? 

 

4. Describe an instance when you went to great lengths to help a friend. 

 

Jesus was often criticized by the Temple leaders for hanging around and eating with the 

“wrong” kind of people. Think about your friends and the people you hang out with. 

5. What would your friends say if you befriended someone new or ate lunch with 

someone who was not very popular? 

a. Would you do it if Jesus asked you to?  

b. Why or why not? 

6. Jesus performed many miracles. Which one form the Gospel of Mark did you fins 

most interesting? Why? 

 

Part 2: Mark 1: 16- Mark 8:21: Jesus preaches and works miracles. 



7. If you were to ask Jesus for a true miracle, what would you pray for 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus tells his disciples to take up their crosses and follow him. 

What do you think Jesus means by “taking up your cross”? (hint: 

think about what Jesus’ cross was.) 

 

2. Think about what types of crosses you have to carry every day. 

Name one of your crosses, or write a prayer asking Jesus for help 

in carrying your cross.  

 

3. Think about all the times the disciples lost faith or didn’t believe 

what Jesus told them about His life and death. Name at least one 

instance when the disciples “didn’t get it”.  

 

 

4. What do you find to be the hardest thing to believe about Jesus 

and his teachings? Why? 

 

5. Jesus tells his disciples that in order to be great, they must be the 

last and the servant to all. Name two ways that you can be a 

servant to others. 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Mark 8:22- Mark 10:52: Jesus teaches and works 

miracles on His journey towards Jerusalem. 



 

 

 

1. Jesus curses a fig tree and it withers. The fig tree 

represents the nation of Israel and its leaders. Both 

the fig tree and Israel refused to do something for 

Jesus. 

a. What did they refuse to do? 

 

b. What lesson does Jesus teach his disciples from 

this event? 

 

 

2. Jesus tells his disciples that the widow who gave two 

small copper coins gave more than anyone. Think 

about your own personal money (not your parents’). 

a. How much of your own money would you be 

willing put in the collection basket at church on 

Sunday? 

b. Is there a limit where it would be a great sacrifice 

to give more? 

 

 

 

 

Part 4: Mark 11-Mark 13: Jesus teaches in Jerusalem. 



 

 

  

1. What is the significance of the Last Supper? In other words, what does it mean to us 

today? (Think back to 2nd grade and Mass each week). 

 

2. Jesus’ apostles fall asleep. Peter denies Him, and Judas betrays Him. Think about a 

time when someone has let you down or you let someone else down. Describe how you 

felt. (You need not tell what happened, only how you felt about it). 

 

 

3. The Gospel describes how Jesus was tortured and finally crucified. Think about the 

different scenes and what is going on. List and describe all of his physical (not mental) 

tortures that are told in the Gospel of Mark, beginning after his betrayal and including his 

Crucifixion. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.  

e.  

f.  

g.  

h.  

i.  

j.  

 

4. Jesus’ Ascension is not covered in the Gospel of Mark except in the longer version that 

includes Chapter 15: 19-20. Mark’s Gospel does not elaborate on this scene other than 

to say that Jesus was “Taken up to heaven and took His seat at the right hand of 

God”. 

  

Read the Gospel of Luke (Luke 24: 50-53) and the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:6-12) for 

additional descriptions of the Ascension and then imagine you are there.  In your own 

words:  

 

a. Describe what you would have witnessed if you were standing there watching 

 

Part 5: Mark 14-Mark 16: Jesus’ death and resurrection. 



   

b. Describe how you might have felt watching the event. 

 

5. Jesus taught people using parables. Choose one of the following parables from Mark: 

“The Sower”, “The Lamp Under a Bushel”, “The Growing Seed”, “The Mustard Seed”, or 

“The Wicked Tenants”. 

Parable chosen: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Explain what you think Jesus is trying to teach us using this parable 

 

 

Explain the symbols in the parable and what they represent. 

 

 


