
 
 
GIFT REPORT  
Sept. 26, 2019 
 
Grantor:  St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
Gift:   $40,000 
Designation:  Capital needs  
 
Background: St. Thomas More Catholic Church made a gift on May 11, 2018 to El Refugio’s 
Capital and Comprehensive Fundraising Campaign. The purpose of the gift was to enable the 
Board of Directors to purchase property in Lumpkin, Georgia for a new Hospitality House to 
replace its dilapidated rental house. The board began the process of purchasing the property, 
but the seller was reluctant, and the effort stalled.  
 
In November, the TBS comedy-news program “Full Frontal with Samantha Bee” offered to buy 
El Refugio a house in Lumpkin. We purchased the property with funds from TBS and negotiated 
with TBS to make renovations to the property, which had stood empty for several years. The 
“Full Frontal” team focused on renovations needed to film a segment for the show. They 
renovated the kitchen, painted the house, and made other improvements.  
 
Still, we needed to make the house ADA compatible and useful for our work of providing free 
lodging and meals to families visiting loved ones at Stewart Detention Center.  
 
Gift Report: This is where the gift from St. Thomas More proved transformational. We used 
these funds, along with smaller gifts from other sources, to build bathrooms upstairs and 
downstairs, bringing the total number of restrooms to four, and to make an existing bathroom 
ADA compatible. We also used St. Thomas More’s gift to complete repairs to the house, 
including the installation of insulation and upstairs air conditioning units, and we built a 
spacious screened-in porch with a wheelchair ramp.   
 
The gift allowed us to turn a large, historic home into a functional Hospitality House that meets 
our guests’ needs when they visit Stewart Detention Center. The house has ample space for 
community, including the porch and a large dining room, as well as five bedrooms for privacy. 
We purchased the house in late November of 2018, and we were completely moved in and 
open to families by mid-January of 2019. This would not have been possible without St. Thomas 
More’s generosity and belief in the work El Refugio does to meet the needs of families 
impacted by immigrant detention.  
 
The El Refugio Board of Directors extend our heartfelt thanks to St. Thomas More. We hope we 
can continue this partnership in service to the immigrant community.  


