
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 
appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         September 13, 2020—24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

If you're thinking about  
becoming Catholic but you've 

been waiting for a sign...  

THIS IS IT!  
See page 6 for details about 

our RCIA program. 

See page 7 for details. 

This series examines the structural racial injustice that underlies  
issues like education, healthcare, criminal justice, and finance, to 
name a few.  

 We Gon’ Be Alright, But That Ain’t Alright: Abolitionist Teaching 
and the Pursuit of Educational Freedom, Sun., Sept., 27, 7:30pm 

 Health Care Delivery System, Access, and Population Health in 
USA Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30pm  

Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Mon., Sept. 14        Intentions of Michelle Bishoff 
Tues., Sept. 15  Mary Ann Browh †  
   Stephen Tyler †  
Wed., Sept. 16  Ananam Joseph † 
Thurs., Sept. 17  Rose Dilday † 
Fri., Sept. 18  Helen E. O’Leary 
 

Pray for those who have recently died:  
Dean Azzarello  
Bob Flinn  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Marian Peddle, Jack Friel  
Michael Gibbons, brother of parishioner Mary Redmond  
Marie Girishya  
 

Pray for those who were Baptized: 
Elias Pearson 
Eli Anthony Lenzi Domaoal 
Yisoo Louis Kim 
Yijoon Sidney Kim 
Miles Joseph de Olano 
 

If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Sept. 15  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Sept. 16  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
   STM Sharing Group: Racial Justice and the Catholic Church—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Thurs., Sept. 17  Thursday Gospel Contemplation—12:00 to 12:30 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
   More Theology: Catholic Social Teaching—7:15 PM to 8:45 PM—Zoom 
 
Sat., Sept. 19  Merton Book Group—11:00 AM to 1:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Sun., Sept. 20  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
   Baptisms—2:00 PM to 4:00 PM—Church 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 
Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

Parishioners may find Fr. Tom Reese's recent article in America  
Magazine helpful as you prepare for the 2020 election.  It is  
reprinted below: 
 
Trump or Biden? What’s a Catholic voter to do? 
Thomas J. Reese, America Magazine, August 31, 2020 
 
With the choice of Joe Biden as the Democratic nominee for 
president of the United States, American Catholics are fighting 
over whether Biden can be called a Catholic politician.  
Connected to this question is another: “Can a Catholic vote for 
Biden?” 
 
There are at least six ways to define who is a Catholic politician: 
 
1. A Catholic politician is a politician who happens to be  

Catholic. 
2. A Catholic politician is a politician who follows the  

directions of the U.S. bishops on political issues. 
3. A Catholic politician is a politician who follows the  

directions of the pope on political issues. 
4. A Catholic politician is a politician who embraces the full 

spectrum of Catholic social teaching. 
5. A Catholic politician is a politician who embraces most of 

Catholic social teaching, even if he or she supports the  
legalization of abortion and gay marriage. 

6. A Catholic politician is a politician who is against abortion 
and gay marriage, even if he or she rejects most of Catholic 
social teaching. 

 
Joe Biden is clearly a Catholic under the first definition. He was 
born into a Catholic family, baptized a Catholic, went to Catholic 
schools, attends church and presents himself to the world as a 
Catholic. 
 
Under this definition, there are 22 Catholics in the U.S. Senate, 
141 in the House of Representatives and six on the US  
Supreme Court. 
 
It does not matter whether they are sinners; they are still  
Catholics. They can be thieves, adulterers, murderers, liars,  
divorced, practicing birth control or whatever; they are still 
Catholic. You can even be excommunicated and still a Catholic.   
 
During the Roman persecutions, there was a debate about 
what to do with Christians who had denied the faith to save 
their lives. Do they have to be rebaptized? The answer was no. 
 
Bottom line: It is hard to get out of the Catholic Church unless 
you voluntarily leave, and even then, the door is always open 
for you to freely return. 
 
During the 1960 presidential campaign, many Protestants 
feared John Kennedy would be a Catholic politician who would 
take orders from the bishops and the pope, definitions two and 
three. This is why Norman Vincent Peale, Billy Graham and 
many Protestant ministers either overtly or behind closed 
doors campaigned against Kennedy.   
 
Kennedy, however, made clear he would not take orders from 
the bishops or the Vatican. 
 
American Catholics had seen the problems the church got into 
in Europe when hierarchy aligned itself with specific rulers or 

political parties. American Catholics, including most bishops, 
did not want to go down that road. 
 
Historically, as poor immigrants, most Catholics voted  
Democratic, especially when Al Smith met an anti-Catholic  
barrage from the Republicans in 1928. The Depression and 
New Deal cemented these Catholics into the party. But as they 
began to join the middle class after the Second World War, 
more and more white Catholics abandoned the party of their 
parents and voted Republican. 
 
The bishops have maintained the tradition of not endorsing  
candidates or parties, but they do speak out on issues. It would 
be difficult, if not impossible, to find a politician who agrees 
with the bishops or the pope on all issues. They are much too 
liberal for Republicans on capital punishment, as well as  
economic, health care, welfare, immigration and foreign policy. 
They are much too conservative for Democrats on abortion, 
birth control and gay marriage. 
 
In order to be totally in line with the bishops and the pope, you 
would have to be a pro-life liberal Democrat. These unicorns 
have a hard time winning elections. Such a politician would also 
qualify as a Catholic politician under the fourth definition, one 
who embraces the full spectrum of Catholic social teaching. 
  
If hardly any politicians embrace the full spectrum of Catholic 
social teaching, what is a voter to do? 
 
Catholic Democrats argue in favor of candidates who embrace 
most of Catholic social teaching, even if they support the  
legalization of abortion and gay marriage, definition five.  
Catholic Republicans argue in favor of candidates who are 
against abortion and gay marriage, even if they reject most of 
Catholic social teaching, definition six. 
 
The bishops tried to give guidance to Catholic voters in their 
statement Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. In it 
they acknowledge “Catholics often face difficult choices about 
how to vote.”   
 
In two carefully crafted paragraphs, they give their advice.  
Activists tend to quote only their favorite lines from these  
paragraphs, so I give the full text below. Paragraph 34 reads: 
 

A Catholic cannot vote for a candidate who favors a policy 
promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as abortion,  
euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately subjecting workers or 
the poor to subhuman living conditions, redefining marriage in 
ways that violate its essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the 
voter’s intent is to support that position. In such cases, a  
Catholic would be guilty of formal cooperation in grave evil. At 
the same time, a voter should not use a candidate’s opposition 
to an intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness to 
other important moral issues involving human life and dignity. 

 
First, it is noteworthy that besides abortion, euthanasia,  
assisted suicide and gay marriage, the bishops also list as 
“intrinsically evil,” policies “deliberately subjecting workers or 
the poor to subhuman living conditions” as well as policies  
promoting “racist behavior.” A liberal interpretation of this  
text opens the door to a wider range of Catholic social teaching 
than just abortion and gay marriage.  
Continued on page 4... 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3        
Second, the “if” clause is very important. A Catholic is in trouble 
only “if the voter’s intent is to support that position.”   
 
So, a Catholic Republican can vote for Trump, even if his policies 
promote racism or subject immigrants to subhuman living  
conditions, as long as the voter’s intent is not to support those 
positions.  
 
And a Catholic Democrat can vote for Biden, even if his policies 
promote abortions and gay marriage, as long as the voter’s  
intent is not to support those positions.  
 
In Catholic theology, intention — why you are doing something 
— is essential to an understanding of the morality of an action. 
 
Paragraph 35 of “Faithful Citizenship” acknowledges the messy 
world of politics, where a candidate may disagree with church 
teaching on an important issue but a Catholic might still vote 
for that candidate for other morally grave reasons. 
 

There may be times when a Catholic who rejects a candidate’s 
unacceptable position even on policies promoting an  
intrinsically evil act may reasonably decide to vote for that  
candidate for other morally grave reasons. Voting in this way 
would be permissible only for truly grave moral reasons, not to 
advance narrow interests or partisan preferences or to ignore a 
fundamental moral evil. 

 
Thus, a Catholic Republican might feel impelled to vote for 
Trump despite his policies promoting racism or subjecting  
 

immigrants to subhuman living conditions, because of other 
morally grave reasons, for example, his opposition to abortion. 
 
A Catholic Democrat might feel impelled to vote for Biden  
despite his position on abortion and gay marriage because of 
other morally grave reasons, for example, his positions on  
racism, immigration, global warming and COVID-19. 
 
In fact, most Catholics will not go through this kind of  
sophisticated analysis before voting. 
 
Most white Catholic Republicans agree with Trump’s treatment 
of immigrants and most Catholic Democrats agree with Biden 
that abortion should be legal. 
 
Nor will most priests provide much guidance. Some will falsely 
tell their flocks they will go to hell if they vote for Biden or any 
pro-choice candidate. Others will signal their preferences by 
preaching only on abortion or only on social justice in the  
lead-up to the election. 
 
How much effect any of this has on the election is open for  
debate. Most Catholics, like most voters, have already made up 
their minds. Few are open to persuasion, but these few matter 
a lot in close elections. Turnout also matters. Republicans will 
work to get white Catholics to the polls while Democrats will 
focus on Hispanic Catholics. 
 
The winner of the 2020 presidential election will depend on a 
few persuadable Catholics in key states as well as Catholic  
turnout, especially Hispanic Catholic turnout. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
TIME TO PICK UP OUR BEADS! 
Recently, we took up our beads for the first Rosary of the 
year led by our 8th graders in the church and the rest of 
the school in their classrooms and at home. The family that 
prays together stays together!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

 

 

MUSIC TEACHER OPENING 

St. Thomas More Catholic School is a National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence and an AJC Top #5 Workplace 2020. 
We are accepting applications for a certified Music  
teacher for the 2020-2021 school year. This is a fulltime 
position and offers a competitive salary and benefits.  
St. Thomas More offers a drug-free environment and is in 
full compliance with federal statutes for non-discrimination 
in its employment practices.  If you are interested in  
teaching in a wonderful faith-based community setting, 
please send a cover letter and your resume to Kim Kissell  
at kkissell@stmga.org. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stmga.org/news/
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ADULT FAITH 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY AT STM 
Mondays at 7-8:30 PM 
At the beginning of this pandemic, Pope Francis stressed 
that Catholics need to draw upon the creativity of the Spirit 
in order to find ways to connect as a faith community at 
home. So be it virtually or socially distanced gatherings in 
backyards, women’s bible study will still meet! Community is where we belong and it is time that we return. We hope you 
will join us on Mondays—please invite friends! There are two options of study! To register or learn more, see the parish 
website for more details.  
 
 
 

WE GON’ BE ALRIGHT, BUT THAT AIN’T ALRIGHT: ABOLITIONIST TEACHING AND THE PURSUIT OF  

EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 7:30 PM 

 
Dr. Bettina Love will discuss the struggles and the possibilities of committing ourselves to an abolitionist 
goal of educational freedom, as opposed to reform, and moving beyond what she calls the educational 
survival complex. Abolitionist Teaching is built on the creativity, imagination, boldness, ingenuity, and  
rebellious spirit and methods of abolitionists to demand and fight for an educational system where all 
students are thriving, not simply surviving. Limited Space! Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 
 

 

HEALTH CARE DELIVERY SYSTEM, ACCESS, AND POPULATION HEALTH IN USA  
Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30 PM  
In 2019, the United States spent about $11,100 per person on healthcare, which is the highest healthcare cost per capita 
across wealthy countries. Healthcare in USA costs 17% of the GDP. The significantly higher healthcare spending didn't 
translate into better population health outcomes. The United States actually performs worse in some common health  
metrics like life expectancy, infant mortality, maternal mortality, and unmanaged diabetes. In a time when Americans are 
faced with high morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19, join a presentation and discussion on the health care delivery 
system, access, and population health in our nation. Presented by parishioner Mesrak Nadew, MD, MSc. Register at 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead 
you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live 
this Thursday at 12:00 PM on our Facebook page: facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 

TOWARD A CONSISTENT ETHIC OF LIFE: PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE & CARING FOR CREATION 
Saturday, October 3, 7:30 PM 
Since Cardinal Joseph Bernardin introduced the concept in the 
1980s, Catholics in the United States have been discerning optimal 
ways to promote a consistent ethic of life. Most recently, Pope 
Francis has highlighted care for the natural environment — an  
urgent concern that complements the existing priorities regarding 
the protection of human dignity at every stage of life. Fr. Thomas 
Massaro, SJ, professor of moral theology at Fordham University, 
joins us as we together explore the full range of public issues  
that appeal to the consciences of Catholics today. Visit  
stmgaparish.org/ethicoflife  
 

WHAT IS GOD'S WILL? –  A WORKSHOP ON IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT  
Tuesdays, October 13, 20, 27 – 7:30 PM  
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This  
workshop will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and invite participants to bring their own decision-making “case 
studies” for the group to grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for all life decisions, examine his famous Rules 
for the Discernment of Spirits, and explore various methods of bringing our decisions to prayer. Participants will be 
equipped with tools to discern future decisions more confidently. $10 fee. Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you're thinking about becoming Catholic but you've 
been waiting for a sign... THIS IS IT! RCIA — the program 
for learning about Catholicism and/or preparing to  
receive the Sacraments of Initiation — begins soon. We'll 
be meeting virtually to pray together and have honest 
conversation about what it means to be a faithful  
Catholic in today's world. Please reach out to Fran and 
Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org for more information. 
If you're reading to sign up, please fill out the  
registration forms at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream the vigil and 9:00 AM 
weekend Masses and all weekday Masses for  
parishioners who do not wish to or who are not able to 
return to Mass. stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

STM YOUTH (6TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
STM Youth will begin the year fully virtual. Meetings, held via 
Zoom, will focus on one of the week's lectionary texts. Register 
on the parish website (go to Faith Formation, Youth Ministry).  
 

STM CONFIRMATION (10TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in the 10th 
Grade. If your child plans to make their confirmation this year, 
please register on the parish website (look under Faith  
Formation, Youth Ministry). Contact. svoegtlin@stmga.org. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Our Religious Education program needs volunteer catechists 
for the 2020-21 year! Our 2nd-5th grade classes are currently 
meeting virtually, but when we are able to return to in-person 
classes, we will not have enough adult volunteers to cover all 
of our PreK-5th grade classes. Please consider stepping into 
this vital ministry for the children of our parish! If you are  
interested in volunteering or have questions about the  
opportunity please contact Kathleen Link katsoss@yahoo.com 
as soon as possible.  
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

September 20—Archdiocesan St. Vincent de Paul Society  
October 11—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  

DONATE TO STM  
Sign up for online giving or donate via PayPal:  
stmgaparish.org/giving  
 
Or mail your check to:  
STM Catholic Church  
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave  
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 
 

TAX BENEFITS OF GIFTS OF SECURITIES 
Transferring appreciated stock that you have owned for at least 
a year is an easy way to support the parish—and receive tax 
benefits. To make a gift to your parish endowment fund by 
transferring securities, please contact Juliet Greco at the  
Catholic Foundation at jgreco@cfnga.org or go to www.cfnga.org 
to learn more.  
 

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH NEWS 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


WHAT ABOUT RACE: AN INTERFAITH PERSPECTIVE  

This online event hosted by Interfaith Community Initiatives (www.interfaithci.org ) is Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7 – 8:30 PM. The 
fallout from recent racially charged incidents is on the rise. With tensions at an all-time high, how do we begin to have 
those difficult conversations about race and inequality?  
 

“EVENING FOR LIFE” FUND-RAISING EVENT 

Pregnancy Aid Clinic (PAC) invites you to its annual “Evening for Life” fund-raising event, with this year’s theme being 
“Courageous Love,” on Sunday, September 27th, at 6:30 PM. The content-rich program will feature the Archbishop of  
Atlanta, The Most Reverend Gregory John Hartmayer, OFM Conv., internationally-acclaimed, pro-life speaker, Stephanie 
Gray, nationally-recognized speaker and best-selling author, Dr. Allen Hunt, and much more...This will be a fully digital,  
live-streamed online event. Register now to get full access to an evening of our inspiring speakers, offering hope,  
affirmation, and encouragement in our work to protect life. All registered parties will be invited to the live-streamed event. 
On-line Silent Auction will be opening soon. Visit www.pregnancyaidclinic.com/love2020.html for more info. 
 

AQUINAS CENTER AT CANDLER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY WEBINAR 
The Sistine Chapel: History and Meaning with Charles Rosenberg – Wed., Oct., 7, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 
Webinar Description: The Sistine Chapel is one of the most famous masterpieces of the Renaissance. This lecture  
considers a number of issues relating to the frescoes, which cover the walls and vaults of this sacred space, including their 
meaning and their relationship to the chapel’s functions in both the past and the present. aquinas.emory.edu 
 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT  
October 9-11, 2020—Has Abortion affected your life?  Have you lost a child, grandchild, or sibling through abortion?  Is 
there a deep sense of loss in your life because of abortion?  Post Abortion Treatment and Healing (PATH) is here to help. 
PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, October 9-11, 2020.  This weekend retreat helps women and 
men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner healing.  Jesus is waiting with open arms for you to 
come to him for healing.  For more information call 404-717-5557 or visit www.healingafterabortion.org  

PRAISE BE TO YOU!  
Celebrating the Gift of God's Creation 
Christians from around the world celebrate the Season of  
Creation from September 1- October 4, a season of  
increased prayer and effort on behalf of our common 
home. Join us for an evening of scripture, prayer, and song 
as we give thanks to God for the gift of our earth and  
reflect on our responsibility to care tenderly for it.  
Attend in person or watch the livestream on Wed., Sept. 16 
at 7:00 PM. Visit stmgaparish.org/prayer-service/  
 

ATTEND MASS IN PERSON 
We encourage persons who are healthy and not likely to  
endanger others to consider returning to Mass.  At STM, 
we have taken extensive measures to protect Mass-goers 
from exposure to the coronavirus.  To review these safety 
measures and to reserve a place for yourself and your 
family at Mass, go to: https://www.cognitoforms.com/
StThomasMoreChurch1/STMMassReservation 
 

TAI CHI CLASSES 
Join us Saturday mornings at 7:45 AM on the STM field for 
a Tai Chi Based Wellness activity. Let the instructor know of 
anticipated attendance at least one hour before class. 
Email beltramijohnf@gmail.com or call 404-593-7477. 
Questions? Contact BMcMichael@stmga.org 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE RED CROSS 
Our parish registered 35 total donors, collected 25 pints of 
blood and recruited 5 first-time donors at the Blood Drive 
last month. Our efforts have helped boost the community 
blood supply and ensure hospital patients have the  
lifesaving blood they need.  

WELCOME TO THE STM FAMILY  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yisoo Louis Kim and Yijoon Sidney Kim, baptized  
September 6, with parents Inho Kim and Soyoun Lee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Miles Joseph de Olano, baptized September 6, with parents 
Jonathan de Olano and Greta Modesitt and other family 
members. 

PARISH NEWS 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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