
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 
appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         September 27, 2020—26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

Help for Catholics who want their faith to influence their vote  
“Yes, Catholics can vote for Democrats. (They can vote for Republicans, too!)” 

Visit www.americamagazine.org to read the article. 

See page 7 for details. 

     Saturday, October 3, 7:30 PM 

Fr. Thomas Massaro, SJ, professor of moral  
theology at Fordham University, joins us as we  
together explore the full range of public issues 
that appeal to the consciences of Catholics today. 
For more info, visit: stmgaparish.org/ethicoflife 

This series examines the structural racial injustice that underlies  
issues like education, healthcare, criminal justice, and finance, to 
name a few.  

 We Gon’ Be Alright, But That Ain’t Alright: Abolitionist Teaching 
and the Pursuit of Educational Freedom, Sun., Sept., 27, 7:30pm 

 Health Care Delivery System, Access, and Population Health in 
USA, Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30pm  

See page 7 for more info. 
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., Sept. 28   Virginia Herman †  
Tues., Sept. 29  Thomas K Mathews † 
Wed., Sept. 30  Frances Moos † 
Thurs., Oct. 1  John Ulteig † 
Fri., Oct. 2  Fred and Mary Ann Miller 
 

Pray for those who were Baptized: 
Lucas Alexander Reuterskiold 
Kelly Leland Presciutti 
Hadley Madeline Yee 
Graham Stone Ledford 
 

Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Drake Prater 
Guillemina Bardossy Romero 
 

Pray for those who were Confirmed: 
Julitza Ponce 
Jonathan Alcantara 
Guadalupe Saldana 
Ariana Garcia 
Lorena Mendez-Castillo 
 

If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Tues., Sept. 29  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Sept. 30  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
   STM Sharing Group: Racial Justice and the Catholic Church—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Thurs., Oct. 1  Thursday Gospel Contemplation—12:00 to 12:30 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 

Sat., Oct. 3 Tai Chi—7:45 AM– STM Field. Email beltramijohnf@gmail.com or call 404-593-7477   
 
Sun., Oct. 4  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
   Baptisms—2:00 PM to 4:00 PM—Church 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 
Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
In place of Fr. Mark’s usual words, we offer the reflection of  
parishioner, Tanya Frazee. 
 
My family and I have been parishioners here at STM for six 
years now.  I sit on the board of Georgia Interfaith Power & 
Light (GIPL), an organization headquartered in Decatur 
which approaches environmental issues from a faith-based 
perspective.  While I am not a scientist, I consider myself 
well-informed on the issue of climate change. 
 
The fact is that we are putting 152 million tons of manmade 
global warming pollution into the atmosphere every single 
day.  There are many sources of human-caused global 
warming pollution: agricultural practices, forest burning, 
transportation, and many other factors.  But the main 
source is the burning of fossil fuels.  That pollution —  
especially carbon dioxide (CO2) — is building up and it’s 
trapping heat, causing temperatures to rise and other  
climate effects.   
 
Scientists have understood the basic science of global 
warming since the 1800s.  Energy from the sun comes to 
Earth in the form of light. That energy is absorbed by the 
Earth and warms it.  Some of that energy is radiated from 
the Earth in the form of heat.  Some of that outgoing heat is 
trapped by the atmosphere, which is a good thing — it has 
kept our planet at a stable temperature. Now, however,  
because the earth’s atmosphere is “thickening” due to  
heat-trapping pollution, more heat energy is trapped, and 
the planet is warming at an unprecedented rate. 
 
This warming of the planet has multiple effects.   
Ocean-based storms like hurricanes, typhoons, and  
cyclones grow stronger and more destructive as water  
temperatures increase. The potential for flooding increases 
in some parts of the world as the amount of water vapor 
that evaporates off the oceans increases as the oceans 
warm. That water vapor is carried over the land and often 
falls in much bigger precipitation events.  Extreme  
precipitation events have become more common, leading  
to record flooding throughout the world.  
 
In addition, because of rising temperatures, masses of ice at 
the poles are melting, resulting in rising sea levels, and high 
tides now regularly flood the streets of cities in the US and 
around the world. 
 
While precipitation and flooding increases in some parts of 
the world, drought conditions are more extreme in other 
parts of the world.  Drought and higher temperatures  
increase the incidence and severity of wildfires. Today, the 
“fire season” in the western US is more than 100 days longer 
than in the 1970s. The number of large fires corresponds 
closely to years with higher average spring and summer 
temperatures.  
 
 
 
 

Heat stress is now beginning to decrease crop yields from 
rice, corn and soybeans. Exposure to higher levels of carbon 
dioxide also decreases the nutrient content of many staple 
crops such as rice, wheat, and soy.  
 
Climate change also increases the prevalence of certain  
infectious diseases.  For instance, tropical diseases such  
as Zika are on the move as regions farther and farther  
poleward get warmer. Some viruses incubate faster and 
mosquitos breed more and are able to transmit disease 
longer.  
 
We can agree that there is inherent value in stewarding 
God’s creation. Climate change, along with other factors 
such as ecosystem loss, is contributing to the worst  
extinction event since the extinction of the dinosaurs. We 
risk losing 50% of land-based species within this century.  
So heartbreaking!  
 
But what is most important for us Catholic Christians to  
remember is that caring for our environment has direct  
positive impact on every one of our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world.  If we do not steward this planet well, 
the people who hurt most are our sisters and brothers  
without the means to protect themselves. When we see 
people who are most affected by flooding, wildfires,  
hurricanes, typhoons, cyclones, mudslides, rising food prices 
because of crop shortages and disease, drought and water 
shortage, they typically are the poor, and often people of 
color.  When we see people who are displaced because of 
rising sea levels, again, they typically are the poor, and often 
people of color.  The poor, like others, are people of great 
worth.  They are God’s children and deserve our care. 
 
The good news is that we have the solutions. Renewable 
energy is clearly working where it is embraced.  New  
technologies are also becoming more affordable, like solar 
energy systems.  In some regions, solar energy is less than 
half the cost of electricity from burning coal. We just have to 
do decide to do it. 
 
As Catholic Christians, we are called to make daily choices 
that honor the lives of our brothers and sisters here and 
abroad. We can support policies at the local, state and  
national levels to support climate solutions. We can speak 
up and make choices small and large that enhance life, and 
we can do that wherever we are – here at STM, in our  
workplaces, in our homes, in our schools, and every time  
we make a purchase.  If we operate from a mindset of  
creation care, we will be operating from a Gospel mindset.  
We will be loving our neighbor. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you're thinking about becoming Catholic but you've 
been waiting for a sign... THIS IS IT! RCIA — the program 
for learning about Catholicism and/or preparing to  
receive the Sacraments of Initiation — begins soon. We'll 
be meeting virtually to pray together and have honest 
conversation about what it means to be a faithful  
Catholic in today's world. Please reach out to Fran and 
Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org for more information. 
If you're reading to sign up, please fill out the  
registration forms at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

October 11—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.  
There are several ways to contribute. 

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket 

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  St. 
Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. Decatur 
GA 30030-2951 

 Sign up to make recurring contributions on-line here 

 Make "one time" payments for specific purposes, e.g., in 
memory of a deceased loved one, to pay a fee, or simply to 
make a gift to STM here 

We strongly encourage you to arrange to make your gift on-line.  
On-line giving allows you to make contributions without writing 
checks or worrying about cash donations. Our on-line giving 
system allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions 
and to adjust the frequency  and amount of your recurring gift 
at any time. Online Giving by ParishSoft. 

Please also consider donating to the Archbishop's Annual  
Appeal. Your gift supports the work of the Church in north and 
central Georgia.  Donate to the Archbishop's Appeal here: 
donate.archatl.com 

 
 
 
 

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH NEWS 

STM YOUTH (6TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
STM Youth has begun the year fully virtual. Meetings are held 
via Zoom and focus on one of the week's lectionary texts. Regis-
ter on the parish website (go to Faith  
Formation > Youth Faith Formation).  
 

STM CONFIRMATION (10TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in the 10th Grade. 
If your child plans to make their confirmation this year, please 
register on the parish website (go to Faith  
Formation > Youth Faith Formation). svoegtlin@stmga.org. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Our Religious Education program needs volunteer catechists 
for the 2020-21 year! Our 2nd-5th grade classes are currently 
meeting virtually, but when we are able to return to in-person 
classes, we will not have enough adult volunteers to cover all of 
our PreK-5th grade classes. Please consider stepping into this 
vital ministry for the children of our parish! If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions about the opportunity please 
contact Kathleen Link katsoss@yahoo.com as soon as possible.  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


AQUINAS CENTER AT CANDLER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY WEBINAR 
The Sistine Chapel: History and Meaning with Charles Rosenberg – Wed., Oct., 7, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 
Webinar Description: The Sistine Chapel is one of the most famous masterpieces of the Renaissance. This lecture  
considers a number of issues relating to the frescoes, which cover the walls and vaults of this sacred space, including  
their meaning and their relationship to the chapel’s functions in both the past and the present. aquinas.emory.edu 
 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT  
October 9-11, 2020—Has Abortion affected your life?  Have you lost a child, grandchild, or sibling through abortion?  Is 
there a deep sense of loss in your life because of abortion?  Post Abortion Treatment and Healing (PATH) is here to help. 
PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, October 9-11, 2020.  This weekend retreat helps women and 
men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner healing.  Jesus is waiting with open arms for you to 
come to him for healing.  For more information call 404-717-5557 or visit www.healingafterabortion.org  
 

MCDONALD LECTURE WITH DR. M. SHAWN COPELAND 

Wed., Oct. 14, 2020, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Zoom Webinar 
Join Candler School of Theology in welcoming Dr. M. Shawn Copeland as this year's Alonzo L. McDonald Family Chair on 
the Life and Teachings of Jesus and Their Impact on Culture. Copeland will give this semester's McDonald Lecture, "The 
Political Imagination of Jesus," via Zoom Webinar. Register: aquinas.emory.edu/ An email with the Zoom link and password 
will be sent to all registered attendees two days prior to the event. Live captioning will be provided. This event is made 
possible by the McDonald Agape Foundation, with additional support provided by The Aquinas Center at Emory  
University’s Candler School of Theology. 
 

THE QUEST ATLANTA CATHOLIC RADIO-THON 

Please tune in October 6-8, 2020, from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM and 4-6 PM to help financially support your Atlanta Catholic  
radio station. During the pledge drive, we will break from our regular programming and each hour feature local hosts and 
guests including priests and ministry leaders from the Archdiocese of Atlanta to discuss their personal faith journeys,  
missions, and unique experiences while raising much needed funds. For a complete schedule of speakers, please visit 
theQuestAtlanta.com. You can listen on your radio at AM 1160 during daylight hours or 24/7 online at  
theQuestAtlanta.com, on your smart speaker, or via The Quest Atlanta App. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOOD DRIVE—OCTOBER 12-18 
The St. Vincent dePaul Society will be  
sponsoring a Food Drive Mon., Oct. 12th 
through Sun., Oct. 18th. The Narthex will be 
open from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.   
 
Please consider helping stock up the SVdP 
Food Pantry by bringing donations of  
Non-perishable canned goods: meats or  
vegetables; household items such as:  
toothpaste, toilet paper, paper towels, diapers (baby and 
adult), cooking oil, sugar, and any non-perishables that you 
usually buy for your own home. 
 
The SVdP Food Pantry has been helping many struggling  
families who have been impacted by the current economic  
drop-off.  Each item you donate helps a local family in need. 
 

IGNATIAN FAMILY TEACH-IN FOR JUSTICE   
October 19-26, 2020 
Connect with members of the larger Jesuit and Ignatian 
family by signing up for the Virtual Ignatian Family Teach-In 
for Justice, the largest annual Catholic social justice  
gathering in the United States. This year's theme is 
"Prophetic Resilience: Breaking Down, Building 
Up." Attending the conference will give you access to 40+ 
dynamic speakers, breakouts, prayer and liturgy, and  
advocacy. Find out more: ignatiansolidarity.net/iftj/ 

THANK YOU FROM L’ARCHE ATLANTA  
L’Arche Atlanta sends thanks to all who participated in their 
8th Birthday Benefit & Auction.  “The event was extremely 
successful, surpassing our expectations and goals. We are 
absolutely humbled and amazed by the generosity of  
people who participated, making it our most successful 
auction to date, despite it being virtual! We could not have 
done it without you – thank you for supporting our  
community of adults with and without intellectual  
disabilities.” 
 
We invite you and your members to learn more about L’Ar-
che, whether through our volunteer opportunities or 
through our (now virtual) events. Here are a few ways to get 
connected: 
  

 Volunteer to bring dinner to the L’Arche house.  

 Volunteer to deliver care packages.  

 Zoom Trivia. Tuesday at 2:00 PM on Zoom. One hour of 
multiple-choice trivia. Sign up to get an email with the Zoom 
link: www.larcheatlanta.org/connexions. 

 E-newsletter for future opportunities. Sign up here 
www.larcheatlanta.org/newslettersignup.  
 
Contact Megan Denton, megan@larcheatlanta.org for more 
information or to volunteer. 
 

tel:%28404%29%20717-5557
http://www.healingafterabortion.org/
https://form.jotform.com/202225290756150
http://www.larcheatlanta.org/connexions
http://www.larcheatlanta.org/newslettersignup
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PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

LET’S BE BUDDIES! 
The 8th graders and their Kindergarten Buddies couldn’t 
“mask” their excitement at getting to meet for the first time 
this year.  Kindergarten and 8th Grade Buddies is one of the 
most beloved traditions at St. Thomas More Catholic 
School.  Each year, the newest members of the STM family 
pair with our eldest members, our 8th graders.  This year 
looked a little different, but the tradition continues, albeit in 
a socially distanced way.  The buddies will bond as they  
attend school events, read, and participate in special  
projects with each other throughout the year. The  
friendship between the Kindergarteners and 8th grade  
Buddies is just one more way STM continues to find God  
in all things! 

 

 

 

TOUCH TYPING 101 
Learning to touch type is an essential skill our students 
begin in 2nd grade.  They enjoy learning to type via the  
Typing Club program.  Games, videos, typing challenges, 
and interactive content keep students engaged. Our  
students begin learning keyboard skills and finding letters 
as early as kindergarten. The 3rd graders already are  
getting the hang of it! 

 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

STM PARISH WEBSITE GETS A NEW LOOK 

We are pleased to announce the launch of our redesigned 
parish website. The site has a cleaner, simpler layout and is 
easier to navigate. Users from phones, tablets and  
computers can access the website with ease as the  
website automatically adjusts for different screen sizes. 
Take a look at stmgaparish.org and let us know what you 
think. Email news@stmga.org. 

 

PLEASE HELP US UPDATE OUR RECORDS  
If you are signed up for online giving and still receive  
offertory envelopes in the mail, please contact the parish 
office to let them know.  

 

ATTEND MASS IN PERSON OR LIVESTREAM 
We encourage persons who are healthy and not likely to  
endanger others to consider returning to Mass.  At STM, 
we have taken extensive measures to protect Mass-goers 
from exposure to the coronavirus.  To review these safety 
measures and to reserve a place for yourself and your  
family at Mass, go to: https://www.cognitoforms.com/
StThomasMoreChurch1/STMMassReservation 
 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) assuming the availability of video equipment  
operators. stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

A BIG THANKS FOR YOUR HELP! 

The Serviam Ministry would like to thank all those who 
made (and are making) well-check calls to fellow  
parishioners.  Lots of goodness came from these  
check-ins…we prayed together, brought groceries to one 
another, helped find childcare, helped with lawn care and 
met new people.  THANK YOU! There are still calls to 
make.  Contact erin.e.brewster@gmail.com. We are all in 
this together!! 

TAI CHI CLASSES 
Join us Saturday mornings at 7:45 AM on the STM field for 
a Tai Chi Based Wellness activity. Email the instructor at 
least one hour before class. beltramijohnf@gmail.com. 

https://www.stmga.org/news/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/StThomasMoreChurch1/STMMassReservation
https://www.cognitoforms.com/StThomasMoreChurch1/STMMassReservation
http://www.stmgaparish.org/
mailto:erin.e.brewster@gmail.com
mailto:beltramijohnf@gmail.com


ADULT FAITH 
WE GON’ BE ALRIGHT, BUT THAT AIN’T ALRIGHT: ABOLITIONIST TEACHING AND THE PURSUIT OF  

EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 7:30 PM 
 
Dr. Bettina Love will discuss the struggles and the possibilities of committing ourselves to an  
abolitionist goal of educational freedom, as opposed to reform, and moving beyond what she calls 
the educational survival complex. Abolitionist Teaching is built on the creativity, imagination,  
boldness, ingenuity, and rebellious spirit and methods of abolitionists to demand and fight for an 
educational system where all students are thriving, not simply surviving. Limited Space! Register  
at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 
 
 

HEALTH CARE DELIVERY SYSTEM, ACCESS, AND POPULATION HEALTH IN USA  
Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30 PM  
In 2019, the United States spent about $11,100 per person on healthcare, which is the highest healthcare cost per capita 
across wealthy countries. Healthcare in USA costs 17% of the GDP. The significantly higher healthcare spending didn't 
translate into better population health outcomes. The United States actually performs worse in some common health  
metrics like life expectancy, infant mortality, maternal mortality, and unmanaged diabetes. In a time when Americans are 
faced with high morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19, join a presentation and discussion on the health care delivery 
system, access, and population health in our nation. Presented by parishioner Mesrak Nadew, MD, MSc. Register at 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead 
you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live 
this Thursday at 12:00 PM on our Facebook page: facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 

TOWARD A CONSISTENT ETHIC OF LIFE: PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE & CARING FOR CREATION 
Saturday, October 3, 7:30 PM 
Since Cardinal Joseph Bernardin introduced the concept in the 1980s, Catholics in the United States have been discern-
ing optimal ways to promote a consistent ethic of life. Most recently, Pope Francis has highlighted care for the natural 
environment — an urgent concern that complements the existing priorities regarding the protection of human dignity at 
every stage of life. Fr. Thomas Massaro, SJ, professor of moral theology at Fordham University, joins us as we together 
explore the full range of public issues that appeal to the consciences of Catholics today. Visit stmgaparish.org/ethicoflife  
 

AN IGNATIAN GUIDE TO CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
Mondays, Oct. 5, 12, and 19 at 7:30 PM 
The Jesuits of the USA invite us to reflect on how our faith and Ignatian values might guide our pursuit of the common 
good in the public square. Join our newest sharing group for a 3-week exploration of our political hearts as we are guided 
by a text produced by the Jesuits. We will be sharing excerpts of this text with the larger community as we approach the 
election. Join a sharing group by registering at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
 

WHAT IS GOD'S WILL? –  A WORKSHOP ON IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT  
Tuesdays, October 13, 20, 27 – 7:30 PM  
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This  
workshop will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and invite participants to bring their own decision-making  
“case studies” for the group to grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for all life decisions, examine his famous 
Rules for the Discernment of Spirits, and explore various methods of bringing our decisions to prayer. Participants will  
be equipped with tools to discern future decisions more confidently. $10 fee. Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
http://www.stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/

