
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  
& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         September 6, 2020—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

DISPENSATION EXTENDED 

Archbishop Hartmayer has  
extended the dispensation from 

the traditional obligation to  
participate in a Sunday  

Eucharist through September.  
See page 4 for full story. 

FAITH & CITIZENSHIP:  

CATHOLICS IN THE  

PUBLIC SQUARE  
Thursdays, September  

10, 17, 24 – 7:15pm  
See page 7 for details. 

Two options of study. See page 7 for more information. 

See page 6 for details. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
 Mon., Sept. 7   Linda Smoot †  
   Tom Graf † 
Tues., Sept. 8  Eleanor Ciucevich † 
Wed., Sept. 9  STM Community 
Thurs., Sept. 10               STM Community 
Fri., Sept. 11  Robert Coxworth † 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Patrick Biswah, brother of parishioner Bernadette Biswah  
Branka Dondur, sister-in-law of parishioner Darija Pichanick  
Riordan, 6th grade student at St. John Neumann 
 
Pray for those who were Baptized: 
Evangeline Hope Fundora  
Aurelia Isabel Aragon 
 
Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Wyatt Matthews  
 
Pray for those who were confirmed: 
Matthew LeClerc  
 
If you would like to schedule an intercession, please contact 
the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift 
in return for praying for someone by name during the  
intercessions at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Tues., Sept. 8  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
   STM Sharing Group: Racial Justice & the Catholic Church—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Wed., Sept. 9  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com.  
   STM Sharing Group: White Fragility—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Thurs., Sept. 10  Thursday Gospel Contemplation—12:00 to 12:30 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
   More Theology: Catholic Social Teaching—7:15 PM to 8:45 PM—Zoom 
 
Sun., Sept. 13  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 
Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
We are now beginning our seventh 
month of operating under tight  
restrictions due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  We are welcoming as 
many as 50 socially-distanced and 
masked parishioners to each of our 
Sunday Masses (and we are 
livestreaming the Masses to  
parishioners unable to join us), and 
we are virtually offering many parish 
ministries, including religious  
education, youth faith formation, 
and adult faith formation.  We are giving ZOOM a workout, 
and our staff is adapting well.  It is not an ideal situation, but 
we are doing our best.  Of course, our first concern is you 
and your family’s health. 
 
By now you surely know that Archbishop Hartmeyer has 
again extended the dispensation from the obligation from 
Sunday Mass through the end of September.  Even without 
the dispensation, traditional Catholic teaching excuses from 
the Sunday Mass obligation persons who are ill or persons 
who are well but who cannot attend Mass except by  
unreasonable effort.   Indeed, Fr. Tim and I urge persons 
who are feeling sick, who are at high risk for COVID-19, or 
who are caring for persons who are at high risk to stay 
home, regardless of the dispensation.   
 
Incidentally, Mass-goers this past weekend may have found 
a card on the windshields of their cars after Mass urging 
them not to take Communion in their hands, and saying that 
“the clear, unequivocal sacred gesture is to receive on the 
tongue.”  Of course, this is not the teaching of the Catholic 
Church.  While Catholics—at least in ordinary times outside 
of the pandemic—are permitted to receive Communion on 
the tongue, it is perfectly acceptable and equally reverent to 
take Communion in one’s hand.  In fact, taking Communion 
in one’s hand was the norm in the earliest days of the 
Church.  After being stopped in the 10th century in favor of 
Communion on the tongue, the practice of taking  
Communion in one’s hand was restored in the 1970s.   
 
I urge STMers to participate virtually in one or more of the 
upcoming adult faith formation programs, many of which 
relate to the issue of racial injustice in the US.  For example, 
you might can join other parishioners a conversation about 
Fr. Bryan Massingale’s book, Racial Justice and the Catholic 
Church, beginning this week on Wednesday, September 
16th at 7:30 PM.   
 
You might study Catholic social teaching with Sr. Mary  
Priniski and Robert Weaver in a program entitled Dignity for 
All: Foundations of Catholic Social Teaching, beginning  
Thursday, September 10 at 7:15 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

Parishioners might “save the date” for another event  
designed to help us prepare for the 2020 general election: 
Toward a Consistent Ethic of Life: Protecting Human Life and 
Caring for Creation.  This event will feature Fr. Thomas Massaro, 
S.J., a theologian who teaches at Fordham University.  It is 
set for Saturday, October 3, at 7:30 PM. 
 
Our Fall Women’s Bible Study starts Monday, September 14, 
at 7:00 PM.  This is a chance for our STM women not only to 
become more familiar with the Scriptures, but also to spend 
virtual time with other women of like interests. 
 
Check our STM website for more information on these and 
other offerings. 
 
Finally, if you are interested in imagining what STM will look 
like decades into the future, go to the STM website at 
www.stmgaparish.org/about-stm/master-plan/ and see 
there Master Plan for Parish Facilities.  This plan was  
prepared over the course of two years under the guidance 
and supervision of a large group of parishioners.  The STM 
Parish Council recommended the plan to me this past  
winter, and I have approved the plan.   
 
As you can see, the plan envisions new construction and 
major renovations to present parish buildings over the next 
30 to 40 years so that our parish community can continue 
to serve the Church at STM as we grow and as our needs 
change.  Because of the pandemic and the disruption of 
ordinary parish life it has caused, we have postponed  
indefinitely implementation of the first phase of this plan.  
Nevertheless, STM is well prepared to move forward when 
the time is right. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you're thinking about becoming Catholic but you've 
been waiting for a sign... THIS IS IT! RCIA — the program 
for learning about Catholicism and/or preparing to  
receive the Sacraments of Initiation — begins soon. We'll 
be meeting virtually to pray together and have honest 
conversation about what it means to be a faithful  
Catholic in today's world. Please reach out to Fran and 
Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org for more information. 
If you're reading to sign up, please fill out the  
registration forms at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream the vigil and 9:00 AM 
weekend Masses and all weekday Masses for  
parishioners who do not wish to or who are not able to 
return to Mass. stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

September 6—Catholic University of America  
September 20—Archdiocesan St. Vincent de Paul  
Society  

DONATE TO STM  
Sign up for online giving or donate via PayPal: stmgaparish.org/
giving  
 
Or mail your check to:  
STM Catholic Church  
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave  
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 
 

HONOR SOMEONE THIS LABOR DAY   

Make a gift in honor or memory of a family member or teacher 
who was important in supporting you in your work.  It is easy to 
honor a special person with a gift to your parish endowment 
fund.  Make a gift in their name that will benefit your parish  
forever.  For more information, please contact Juliet Greco at 
the Catholic Foundation at jgreco@cfnga.org or go to cfnga.org/
give. 

 

 
 

PARISH FINANCES 

OUTDOOR SERVICE DAY: SEPTEMBER 12 
Pope Francis has invited Catholics to celebrate a month-long 
"season of creation" this September. The social justice  
committee invites you to celebrate by getting outside and  
volunteering in a socially distant, outdoor service day on a 
beautiful 8 acre property with Out of Darkness, an  
anti-trafficking ministry of Atlanta Dream Center. The property 
is at their safe house for women escaping sex-trafficking. Jobs 
will include: raking, picking up limbs, improving walking trails, 
adding tranquility benches, planting flowers to continue making 
this a safe and beautiful respite for women. For more  
info and to sign up, visit https://bit.ly/OutdoorServiceDay. 
 

FILL THE GAP IN HOMELESS SERVICES 
Family Service Opportunity! A Home for Everyone in Dekalb 
County, along with a coalition of churches, continues to provide 
sack meals for those experiencing homelessness and/or food 
insecurity during this challenging time. Sign up to make 20 
sandwiches or provide water bottles for this effort  
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f45afad22a64-sack  
 

ST VINCENT DEPAUL VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES 
There are a number of CONTACTLESS ways for you to help  
people in your own community during this unusual time.  
St. Vincent DePaul volunteer activities follow CDC and  
Diocesan safety guidelines.  They are coordinated through 
Hands on Atlanta and are open to the public. Visit the parish 
website to see a list of upcoming activities (look under “Latest 
News” on the home page). 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/
http://www.cfnga.org
mailto:jgreco@cfnga.org
https://bit.ly/OutdoorServiceDay
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f45afad22a64-sack


SCHOOLNEWS 

FALL 2020 WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY AT STM 
Mondays at 7-8:30pm, starting September 14 
At the beginning of this pandemic, Pope Francis stressed that Catholics need to draw upon the creativity of the Spirit in 
order to find ways to connect as a faith community at home. So be it virtually or socially distanced gatherings in backyards, 
women’s bible study will still meet! Community is where we belong and it is time that we return. We hope you will join us 
on Mondays—please invite friends! There are two options of study! To register or learn more, see the parish website for 
more details.  
 

FAITH & CITIZENSHIP: CATHOLICS IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE  
Thursdays, September 10, 17, 24 – 7:15 PM 
As the November election approaches, learn about the Church's teaching on social 
justice issues such as race, healthcare, migration, life and human dignity, and care 
for creation, and how those teachings are applied in public and political life.  
Facilitated by parishioners Sr. Mary Priniski, OP and Robert Weaver. Register 
at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith. 
 
 
 

WE GON’ BE ALRIGHT, BUT THAT AIN’T ALRIGHT: ABOLITIONIST TEACHING AND THE PURSUIT OF  

EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM 
 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 7:30 PM 
Dr. Bettina Love will discuss the struggles and the possibilities of committing ourselves to an aboli-
tionist goal of educational freedom, as opposed to reform, and moving beyond what she calls the 
educational survival complex. Abolitionist Teaching is built on the creativity, imagination, boldness, 
ingenuity, and rebellious spirit and methods of abolitionists to demand and fight for an educational 
system where all students are thriving, not simply surviving. Limited Space! Register at: 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 
 

 

HEALTH CARE DELIVERY SYSTEM, ACCESS, AND POPULATION HEALTH IN USA  
Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30 PM  
In 2019, the United States spent about $11,100 per person on healthcare, which is the highest healthcare cost per capita 
across wealthy countries. Healthcare in USA costs 17% of the GDP. The significantly higher healthcare spending didn't 
translate into better population health outcomes. The United States actually performs worse in some common health  
metrics like life expectancy, infant mortality, maternal mortality, and unmanaged diabetes. In a time when Americans are 
faced with high morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19, join a presentation and discussion on the health care delivery 
system, access, and population health in our nation. Presented by parishioner Mesrak Nadew, MD, MSc. Register at 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every  
Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the  
Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this Thursday 
at 12:00 PM on our Facebook page: facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 
 

TOWARD A CONSISTENT ETHIC OF LIFE: PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE & CARING FOR CREATION 
Saturday, October 3, 7:30 PM 
Since Cardinal Joseph Bernardin introduced the concept in the 1980s, Catholics in the United States have been discerning 
optimal ways to promote a consistent ethic of life. Most recently, Pope Francis has highlighted care for the natural environ-
ment — an urgent concern that complements the existing priorities regarding the protection of human dignity at every 
stage of life. Fr. Thomas Massaro, SJ, professor of moral theology at Fordham University, joins us as we together explore 
the full range of public issues that appeal to the consciences of Catholics today. Visit stmgaparish.org/ethicoflife  
 

WHAT IS GOD'S WILL? –  A WORKSHOP ON IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT  
Tuesdays, October 13, 20, 27 – 7:30 PM  
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This workshop 
will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and invite participants to bring their own decisionmaking “case studies” for 
the group to grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for all life decisions, examine his famous Rules for the  
Discernment of Spirits, and explore various methods of bringing our decisions to prayer. Participants will be equipped with 
tools to discern future decisions more confidently. $10 fee. Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/


PARISH LIFE        

SCHOOL NEWS 
OUR TIGER SPIRIT IS STRONG! 

There’s nothing quite like a Spirit Day to boost excitement 
and encourage unity between our STM at Home and in-
person learning family! Students love to dress up in STM 
gear, and it gives them a break from the usual routine.   
Spirit Days are the best! 

 
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

MUSIC TEACHER OPENING 

St. Thomas More Catholic School is a National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence and an AJC Top #5 Workplace 2020. 
We are accepting applications for a certified Music  
teacher for the 2020-2021 school year. This is a fulltime 
position and offers a competitive salary and benefits.  
St. Thomas More offers a drug-free environment and is in 
full compliance with federal statutes for non-discrimination 
in its employment practices.  If you are interested in  
teaching in a wonderful faith-based community setting, 
please send a cover letter and your resume to Kim Kissell  
at kkissell@stmga.org. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISPENSATION FROM SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION 

EXTENDED 
Archbishop Hartmayer has extended the dispensation  
from the traditional obligation to participate in a Sunday  
Eucharist through the month of September.   Persons who 
are feeling ill, who are themselves at risk, or who are caring 
for "at risk" persons should continue to stay away from 
Mass and other gatherings of people. 

However, we encourage persons who are healthy and not 
likely to endanger others to consider returning to Mass.   
At STM, we have taken extensive measures to protect  
Mass-goers from exposure to the coronavirus.  To review 
these safety measures and to reserve a place for yourself 
and your family at Mass, go to: https://
www.cognitoforms.com/StThomasMoreChurch1/
STMMassReservation 

 

MULHERN KITCHEN IMPROVEMENTS  

Archbishop Hartmeyer has given his final approval to STM 
to proceed with the expansion and renovation of the  
kitchen in Mulhern Hall.  We expect work to begin on this 
$450,000 project in early October and to be completed  
before Christmas. 

PRAISE BE TO YOU!  

Celebrating the Gift of God's Creation 
Christians from around the world celebrate the Season of 
Creation from September 1- October 4, a season of  
increased prayer and effort on behalf of our common 
home. Join us for an evening of scripture, prayer, and song 
as we give thanks to God for the gift of our earth and reflect 
on our responsibility to care tenderly for it. Attend in  
person or watch the livestream on Wednesday, September 16 
at 7:00 PM. Visit stmgaparish.org/prayer-service/  
 

TAI CHI CLASSES 

Beginning September 12, 2020, STM parish is offering a  
4-session pilot of a Tai Chi Based Wellness activity that will 
be assessed for continuation and modification as desired. 
Sign up is not necessary, but letting the instructor know of 
anticipated attendance at least one hour before class is  
appreciated. Email beltramijohnf@gmail.com or call  
404-593-7477. Questions? Contact Brian McMichael, STM 
Athletic Director, BMcMichael@stmga.org 

https://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:kkissell@stmga.org
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http://www.stmgaparish.org/latest-news/tai-chi-based-wellness-activity-at-stm/BMcMichael@stmga.org


ELECTION 2020: LEFT, RIGHT, OR POLITICALLY HOMELESS? 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM—In the middle of a challenging presidential campaign, the Initiative on Catholic  
Social Thought and Public Life and the Archdiocese of Washington’s DCCatholic Young Adult Ministry Theology on Tap  
program are partnering to help young U.S. Catholics think critically about applying Catholic teachings to the 2020 election. 
Does our faith shape our politics, or is it the other way around?  
catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/topics/salt-and-light-gatherings  
 

PROPHETS OF A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN WEBINAR SERIES 
The USA East Coast Province of the Society of Jesus invites you to attend a webinar series: Prophets of a Future Not Our 
Own. The Prophets of a future not our own webinar series will allow Jesuit justice leaders the opportunity to hear from and 
ask questions of lay women and men and Jesuits across every level of the Society about a variety of justice issues.  Our 
conversation topics will include: the Season of Creation and Laudato Si' year; our contributions to the Universal Apostolic 
Preferences; the virtual IFTJ and other ways to build community online; migration in the time of Covid; and using  
discernment tools to guide our civic engagement.  Registration for each webinar is required. Visit the parish website (look 
at Latest News on the homepage) for the schedule and registration link. 
 

WISDOM OF CHRISTIAN IMAGINATION  
Sat, Sept. 12, 9:00 AM and Sun, Sept. 13, 10:30 AM; sponsored by the Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. “The Lord of 
the Rings” and “The Chronicles of Narnia” are masterpieces of fantasy literature. Both authors were committed Christians, 
and the writings are filled with spiritual insights and mystical wisdom. Reflect on the timeless guidance that remains  
relevant to followers of Christ today. Both days are virtual retreats. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 to register.  
 

WHAT ABOUT RACE: AN INTERFAITH PERSPECTIVE  
This online event hosted by Interfaith Community Initiatives (www.interfaithci.org ) is Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7 – 8:30 PM. The 
fallout from recent racially charged incidents is on the rise. With tensions at an all-time high, how do we begin to have 
those difficult conversations about race and inequality?  
 

FAITH TO FACE FEAR & ANXIETY   
Monastery Virtual Retreat: Saturday, September 26—Two Parts: 10-11:30 AM and 2- 3:30 PM 
We can feel frozen in fear or overwhelmed with anxiety in these uncertain times. Unpacking anxiety with faith can provide 
clarity and vision, enabling us to overcome worry and focus on a better tomorrow. Suggested donation to the Monastery: 
$30-$45. Reserve your spot today! Retreat@trappist.net or 770-760-0959. 
 

“EVENING FOR LIFE” FUND-RAISING EVENT 
Pregnancy Aid Clinic (PAC) invites you to its annual “Evening for Life” fund-raising event, with this year’s theme being 
“Courageous Love,” on Sunday, September 27th, at 6:30 PM. The content-rich program will feature the Archbishop of  
Atlanta, The Most Reverend Gregory John Hartmayer, OFM Conv., internationally-acclaimed, pro-life speaker, Stephanie 
Gray, nationally-recognized speaker and best-selling author, Dr. Allen Hunt, and much more...This will be a fully digital,  
live-streamed online event. Register now to get full access to an evening of our inspiring speakers, offering hope,  
affirmation, and encouragement in our work to protect life. All registered parties will be invited to the live-streamed event. 
On-line Silent Auction will be opening soon. Visit www.pregnancyaidclinic.com/love2020.html for more info. 
 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT  
October 9-11, 2020—Has Abortion affected your life?  Have you lost a child, grandchild, or sibling through abortion?  Is 
there a deep sense of loss in your life because of abortion?  Post Abortion Treatment and Healing (PATH) is here to help. 
PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, October 9-11, 2020.  This weekend retreat helps women and 
men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner healing.  Jesus is waiting with open arms for you to 
come to him for healing.  For more information call 404-717-5557 or visit www.healingafterabortion.org  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

YOUTH FORMATION 
STM YOUTH (6TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
STM Youth will begin the year fully virtual. Meetings, held via 
Zoom, will focus on one of the week's lectionary texts. We'll 
consider each reading in context, and in light of current 
events. First meeting is Sunday, September 6. Register on 
the parish website (go to Faith Formation, Youth Ministry).  
 

STM CONFIRMATION (10TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in the 10th 
Grade. If your child plans to make their confirmation this 
year, please register on the parish website (look under Faith 
Formation, Youth Ministry). Questions? Please contact  
Stewart Voegtlin at svoegtlin@stmga.org. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Our Religious Education program needs volunteer  
catechists for the 2020-21 year! Our 2nd-5th grade classes 
are currently meeting virtually, but when we are able to  
return to in-person classes, we will not have enough adult 
volunteers to cover all of our PreK-5th grade classes. Please 
consider stepping into this vital ministry for the children of 
our parish! If you are interested in volunteering or have 
questions about the opportunity please contact Kathleen 
Link at katsoss@yahoo.com as soon as possible.  
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