
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  

& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         October 4, 2020—27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 

ARCHBISHOP EXTENDS DISPENSATION FROM 

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION INDEFINITELY 

See page 6 for full story. 

This series examines the structural racial injustice that underlies  
issues like education, healthcare, criminal justice, and finance, to 
name a few.  

 Health Care Delivery System, Access, and Population Health in 
USA, Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30pm  

See page 7 for more info. 
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon, Oct. 5  Marie Schuster †  
Tues., Oct. 6 Almenia Thomas † 
Wed., Oct. 7 Sr. Marcellina Quinn † 
Thurs., Oct. 8 P. J. McGuinness † 
Fri., Oct. 9 Peggy Liddell † 
 
 

Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Bree Pearce 
Brooke Pearce 
Audrey O’Brien 
Gillian Sweeney 
 
 

If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Tues., Oct. 6  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Oct. 7  Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Rosary/Meeting—6:30 PM to 9:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
   STM Sharing Group: Racial Justice and the Catholic Church—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Thurs., Oct. 8  Thursday Gospel Contemplation—12:00 to 12:15 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 
 
Sun., Oct. 11  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
   Health Care Delivery System, Access and Population Health in USA—7:30 PM to 8:30 PM—Zoom 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 
Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
It has been a great joy to me and 
Fr. Tim to see the little ones  
playing soccer on the STM field 
the past few Saturdays and  
Sundays.  STM has several teams 
in the Catholic Metro Sports 
League.   
 
Soccer at STM is new this year.   
It came about largely through the 
efforts of our STM Athletic Board 
and our STM Director of Athletics, Brian McMichael.  We had 
hoped to start league soccer this past spring, but….  Well, 
you know, the COVID pandemic interfered, and we were 
obliged to put off play till this late summer.  Now that the 
kids are playing, it is a wonderful sight to see.  The little ones 
seem to have a good time, and proud parents gather along 
the sidelines shouting encouragement. 
 
Having a solid sports program at STM is so important for 
our parish life.  Few things bring diverse parishioners  
together more than kids’ sports.  Parents are happy to 
watch, and the little ones are young enough that they  
delight in having mom and dad watching.  Kids and  
parents meet one another and make new friends, and  
these friendships are an important ingredient in the glue 
that holds us together. My thanks to Brian and the Athletic 
Board for growing our parish athletic program.   
 
Given how important athletics are for our parish life, I am 
very sorry that our youth basketball season has been  
cancelled due to COVID concerns.  This was a decision made 
by the Archdiocese, but the Athletics Board and I fully  
understand the reasoning behind the decision.  The safety 
of our kids and their families is our first concern.   
Nevertheless, I have asked the Board and Brian McMichael 
to see if there is some safe alternative to inter-parish youth 
basketball this winter so that we can keep our kids safe and 
engaged and active. 
 
On a related note, parishioner John Beltrami has been 
teaching tai chi to 10 to 15 parishioners early the last three 
Saturday mornings.  John is accomplished in tai chi and a 
good instructor.  Participants get good exercise, and they 
get to know parishioners whom they would not otherwise 
have encountered.   Again, affective bonds are formed by 
this sort of activity that will carry over into other areas of 
parish life.  My thanks to John.  He has said that, if there is 
continued interest, he will continue the classes. 
 
The project to renovate and enlarge the kitchen in Mulhern 
Hall is just now underway.  When completed, likely before 
the Christmas break, Mulhern Hall will be like new with new 
kitchen equipment, new lighting, a new HVAC system,  
renovated bathrooms, new flooring, a new audio-visual  
system, and new paint.  We will be ready to party as soon as 
the COVID goes away. School and parish are splitting the 
roughly $600,000 cost. 
 

By all accounts, as of this writing, our measures to protect 
our parishioners and school kids from the corona virus have 
been successful.  I am not aware of any adult or child who 
has tested positive as a result of his or her presence in the 
classroom or the church.  Still, we are not letting our guard 
down.  We continue to ask our adult parishioners and 
school kids to wear masks when on campus, especially 
when indoors, and to keep a safe distance from one  
another.  We continue to clean thoroughly our indoor  
spaces after every use.  Many parishioners are slowly  
making their way back to Mass.  As soon as you feel safe, 
come back to Sunday or weekday Mass, even if the  
Archbishop’s dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation 
is still in effect. 
 
I remind parishioners to pick up a copy of the STM Annual 
Report for Fiscal Year 2020.  A hard copy of this report is 
available in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.  
You will see from the report that parish finances are sound 
despite the negative impact of COVID on parish revenues.  
Parish revenue is significantly down, but so are expenses.  
Thanks to all of you who have continued to support STM 
financially through these hard times.  We encourage you to 
sign up to contribute on-line.  Go to the parish website and 
click on the “Donate” button. 
 
And speaking of the parish website, Shelly and Shon 
Stafford, parishioners and owners of Marbles Media, have 
completely redesigned the site.  They did a great job, making 
it simpler, more user friendly, with more photos and 
graphics and less text.  Check it out (www.stmgaparish.org) 
and give us your feedback. 
 
As the November general election approaches, Fr. Tim and  
I urge parishioners to make a prudent, conscientious choice 
of a candidate in light of the demands of the Gospel and to 
exercise your right to vote on or before November 3.  We 
have not and will not ask you to vote for any particular  
candidate.  That would intrude into a sacred area that is 
properly reserved to you.  However, we have published in 
the bulletin several articles and we have hosted several faith 
formation events that have been designed to help you make 
a prudent and conscientious choice that best promotes the 
common good of all people. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you're thinking about becoming Catholic but you've 
been waiting for a sign... THIS IS IT! RCIA — the program 
for learning about Catholicism and/or preparing to  
receive the Sacraments of Initiation — begins soon. We'll 
be meeting virtually to pray together and have honest 
conversation about what it means to be a faithful  
Catholic in today's world. Please reach out to Fran and 
Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org for more information. 
If you're reading to sign up, please fill out the  
registration forms at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

October 11—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.  
There are several ways to contribute. 

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket 

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  St. 
Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. Decatur 
GA 30030-2951 

 Sign up to make recurring contributions on-line here 

 Make "one time" payments for specific purposes, e.g., in 
memory of a deceased loved one, to pay a fee, or simply to 
make a gift to STM here 

We strongly encourage you to arrange to make your gift on-line.  
On-line giving allows you to make contributions without writing 
checks or worrying about cash donations. Our on-line giving 
system allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions 
and to adjust the frequency  and amount of your recurring gift 
at any time. Online Giving by ParishSoft. 

Please also consider donating to the Archbishop's Annual  
Appeal. Your gift supports the work of the Church in north and 
central Georgia.  Donate to the Archbishop's Appeal here: 
donate.archatl.com 

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH NEWS 

STM YOUTH (6TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
STM Youth has begun the year fully virtual. Meetings are held 
via Zoom and focus on one of the week's lectionary texts.  
Register on the parish website (go to Faith Formation > Youth 
Faith Formation).  
 

STM CONFIRMATION (10TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in the 10th Grade. 
If your child plans to make their confirmation this year, please 
register on the parish website (go to Faith Formation > Youth 
Faith Formation). svoegtlin@stmga.org. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Our Religious Education program needs volunteer catechists 
for the 2020-21 year! Our 2nd-5th grade classes are currently 
meeting virtually, but when we are able to return to in-person 
classes, we will not have enough adult volunteers to cover all of 
our PreK-5th grade classes. Please consider stepping into this 
vital ministry for the children of our parish! If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions about the opportunity please 
contact Kathleen Link katsoss@yahoo.com as soon as possible.  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


VIRTUAL BENEFIT CONCERT & CANDLE LIGHTING 
Join us on National Pregnancy & Infant Loss Remembrance Day for Melodies of Embrace, a virtual benefit concert and 
candle lighting to honor and remember babies gone much too soon due to miscarriage, stillbirth and infant death.  Watch 
it streamed live, Thursday, October 15, 7-8 pm ET, on the All Embrace Facebook page, www.facebook.com/allembrace. No 
one should be alone in the walk of losing a child. All Embrace is here. To Donate: Text GIVE to (678) 264-3020 or visit 
www.myegiving.com/allembrace. 
 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT  
October 9-11, 2020—Has Abortion affected your life?  Have you lost a child, grandchild, or sibling through abortion?  Is 
there a deep sense of loss in your life because of abortion?  Post Abortion Treatment and Healing (PATH) is here to help. 
PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, October 9-11, 2020.  This weekend retreat helps women and 
men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner healing.  Jesus is waiting with open arms for you to 
come to him for healing.  For more information call 404-717-5557 or visit www.healingafterabortion.org  
 

MCDONALD LECTURE WITH DR. M. SHAWN COPELAND 

Wed., Oct. 14, 2020, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Zoom Webinar 
Join Candler School of Theology in welcoming Dr. M. Shawn Copeland as this year's Alonzo L. McDonald Family Chair on 
the Life and Teachings of Jesus and Their Impact on Culture. Copeland will give this semester's McDonald Lecture, "The 
Political Imagination of Jesus," via Zoom Webinar. Register: aquinas.emory.edu/ An email with the Zoom link and password 
will be sent to all registered attendees two days prior to the event. Live captioning will be provided. This event is made 
possible by the McDonald Agape Foundation, with additional support provided by The Aquinas Center at Emory  
University’s Candler School of Theology. 
 

THE QUEST ATLANTA CATHOLIC RADIO-THON 

Please tune in October 6-8, 2020, from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM and 4-6 PM to help financially support your Atlanta Catholic  
radio station. During the pledge drive, we will break from our regular programming and each hour feature local hosts and 
guests including priests and ministry leaders from the Archdiocese of Atlanta to discuss their personal faith journeys,  
missions, and unique experiences while raising much needed funds. For a complete schedule of speakers, please visit 
theQuestAtlanta.com. You can listen on your radio at AM 1160 during daylight hours or 24/7 online at  
theQuestAtlanta.com, on your smart speaker, or via The Quest Atlanta App. 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  
“He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come.” God invites your  
marriage to be filled with His graces. Accept His invitation by participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
on October 23-25 (ALFL-wwme.org) or November 13-15. This is a virtual experience, so no overnight stay in a hotel. Right 
from the comfort of your home. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling  
678-242-WWME.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOOD DRIVE—OCTOBER 12-18 
The St. Vincent dePaul Society will be  
sponsoring a Food Drive Mon., Oct. 12th 
through Sun., Oct. 18th. Drop off donations in 
the Narthex between 9:00 AM and 5:30 PM.   
 
Please consider helping stock up the SVdP 
Food Pantry by bringing donations of  
Non-perishable canned goods: meats or  
vegetables; household items such as:  
toothpaste, toilet paper, paper towels, diapers 

(baby and adult), cooking oil, sugar, and any  
non-perishables that you usually buy for your own home. 
 
The SVdP Food Pantry has been helping many struggling  
families who have been impacted by the current economic  
drop-off.  Each item you donate helps a local family in need. 
 
 

 

 

IGNATIAN FAMILY TEACH-IN FOR JUSTICE   
October 19-26, 2020 
Connect with members of the 
larger Jesuit and Ignatian  
family by signing up for the 
Virtual Ignatian Family  
Teach-In for Justice, the  
largest annual Catholic social justice gathering in the United 
States. This year's theme is "Prophetic Resilience: Breaking 
Down, Building Up." Attending the conference will give you 
access to 40+ dynamic speakers, breakouts, prayer and 
liturgy, and advocacy. Find out more:  
ignatiansolidarity.net/iftj/ 
 

STM FEEDS UGANDAN ORPHANS 
STM has sent $1,000 from our emergency assistance funds 
to purchase food and medical supplies for several hundred 
children in an orphanage school in Uganda.  Fr. Robert 
Kisitu, director of the school, wrote back saying, "Words 
cannot express how now the children are feeling having 
meals because of your generosity."  Two years ago, STM 
also financed the construction of a new fresh water well for 
the orphanage through our annual large grant program. 

http://www.facebook.com/allembrace
http://www.myegiving.com/allembrace
tel:%28404%29%20717-5557
http://www.healingafterabortion.org/
https://form.jotform.com/202225290756150
https://wwmeatlanta.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=61fd8bacc4&e=be07a95996
https://wwmeatlanta.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=f7b155e3c5&e=be07a95996


PARISH NEWS        
  
 
 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 

HAPPY 70TH BIRTHDAY, STM SCHOOL! 
This year, Saint Thomas More Catholic school celebrates 
our 70th anniversary…70 years of faith, learning, loving,  
and laughter!  

In 1950, STM Parish established our beloved school, and 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur came to staff it.  Over 
these 70 years, STM School continues to be an integral part 
of the parish’s mission.  When in 2016 the Society of Jesus 
(the Jesuits) began sponsoring our parish, we became the 
only elementary Catholic school in the Jesuit tradition in 
Atlanta. Through the lens of their Ignatian spirituality, they 
continue to inspire us to “find God in all things.”  With our 
Catholic faith as a roadmap, students learn to build and  
understand the relationships between themselves, others, 
and God. As our students’ awareness of God develops, they 
learn to become instruments of God’s grace in their own 
family, community and in the world.  They learn to put their 
faith into action when they recognize those in need. Our 
Catholic faith guides and sustains our school in all we do! 

Compared to 1950, our classrooms look and feel different 
(Hello Clear Touch Interactive panels; Goodbye  
chalkboards!), yet we continue to provide an academically 
challenging, innovative, and engaging education as  
recognized by our National Blue Ribbon School of  
Excellence award.   

In collaborative teams, our staff uses best practices to  
engage students, meeting them where they are.  We put the 
students first and use data-driven decisions to plan for their 
success. Our amazing community of involved parents also is 
a collaborative partner as we help children foster a life filled 
with learning and growth.  When students graduate from  
 

Saint Thomas More Catholic School, they are extremely well 
prepared for high school and leave our campus inspired to 
be people for others, spreading God’s love in the world. 

From our school’s dedication in 1950 to today, our caring 
and supportive community is the key to STM’s 70 years of 
success.  Whether you are faculty, alumni, a parent or a  
student, you are part of our STM family, and the love is real.   

Our STM family works together not only to support our  
students and each other, but also to spread the love to our 
local communities and around the world by doing more for 
others and by encouraging social justice and positive social 
change.  We celebrate diversity, embracing people of all 
cultures and faith traditions with kindness and respect. Our 
learning environment is a place where students feel  
accepted, safe, and secure. 

Students, parents, and faculty alike form friendships that 
last a lifetime. Some of our students’ parents and  
grandparents attended STM, and we cherish our extended 
family! 

70 years young and full of life!  The most common feedback 
we receive from families during school tours is, “The  
students and teachers seem so happy,” and they’re right!  
Our community thrives in living out our school mission to 
be “a joyful learning community reaching out to the world 
as the hands of Christ,” and our joy is abundant.  Looking 
forward to the next 70 years! 

 
 
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

 

ARCHBISHOP EXTENDS DISPENSATION FROM  

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION INDEFINITELY 

Archbishop Gregory Hartmeyer has extended the  
dispensation from the traditional Sunday Mass obligation 
indefinitely.  We continue to offer public Masses with 
COVID restrictions Monday through Friday at 12:15 PM, 
and on weekends at 5:30 PM Saturday, and 9:00 AM, 11:30 
AM, and 5:30 PM Sunday.  All Masses are livestreamed and 
select recordings are available on the STM website.   
Nevertheless, we encourage parishioners who are not high 
risk and who are not caring for high risk persons to return 
to "in person" worship as soon as you feel safe. 
 

PARISH OFFICE NEWS 

The Parish Office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM  
to 4:00 PM. Closed for lunch 12:00 PM to12:30 PM.  
 

PLEASE HELP US UPDATE OUR RECORDS  
If you are signed up for online giving and still receive  
offertory envelopes in the mail, please contact the parish 
office to let them know.  

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY! 

Congratulations to Graham, who was baptized last  
weekend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAI CHI CLASSES 

Join us Saturday mornings at 7:45 AM on the STM field for 
a Tai Chi Based Wellness activity. Email the instructor at 
least one hour before class. beltramijohnf@gmail.com. 

 

https://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:beltramijohnf@gmail.com


ADULT FAITH 
HEALTH CARE DELIVERY SYSTEM, ACCESS, AND POPULATION HEALTH IN USA  
Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30 PM  
In 2019, the United States spent about $11,100 per person on healthcare, which is the highest healthcare cost per capita 
across wealthy countries. Healthcare in USA costs 17% of the GDP. The significantly higher healthcare spending didn't 
translate into better population health outcomes. The United States actually performs worse in some common health  
metrics like life expectancy, infant mortality, maternal mortality, and unmanaged diabetes. In a time when Americans are 
faced with high morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19, join a presentation and discussion on the health care delivery 
system, access, and population health in our nation. Presented by parishioner Mesrak Nadew, MD, MSc. Register at 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every 
Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the 
Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this 
Thursday at 12:00 PM on our Facebook page: facebook.com/
StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 
 

AN IGNATIAN GUIDE TO CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
Mondays in Oct. at 7:30 PM through Oct. 19  
The Jesuits of the USA invite us to reflect on how our faith and Ignatian values 
might guide our pursuit of the common good in the public square. Join our newest 
sharing group for a 3-week exploration of our political hearts as we are guided by 
a text produced by the Jesuits. We will be sharing excerpts of this text with the 
larger community as we approach the election. Join a sharing group by registering 
at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
 
 

WHAT IS GOD'S WILL? –  A WORKSHOP ON IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT  
Tuesdays, October 13, 20, 27 – 7:30 PM  
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but  
discerning between good choices! This workshop will lay out all the tools of  
Ignatian discernment and invite participants to bring their own decision-making  
“case studies” for the group to grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for 
all life decisions, examine his famous Rules for the Discernment of Spirits, and  
explore various methods of bringing our decisions to prayer. Participants will  
be equipped with tools to discern future decisions more confidently. $10 fee.  
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

MUSIC & FAITH SHARING VIRTUAL EVENT 

Jesuit Connections is offering "Music & Faith Sharing" online on 
October 6 at 7:30pm ET, hosted by Jesuit seminarian Eric  
Immel, SJ. Eric will be playing a short playlist for participants via 
Zoom, which will be followed by conversation and connection 
around the theme of “waiting.” This event is free and open to 
all young adults (20's and 30's.) www.jesuitconnections.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
http://www.stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/

