
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 11:30 AM,  

& 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         October 11, 2020—28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD DRIVE 

Mon., Oct. 12th to Sun., Oct. 18th  
Drop off donations in the Narthex  
between 9:00 am and 5:30 pm.   

This series examines the structural racial injustice that underlies  
issues like education, healthcare, criminal justice, and finance, to 
name a few.  

 Health Care Delivery System, Access, and Population Health in 
USA, Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30pm. Presented by parishioner Mesrak 
Nadew, MD, MSc. 

See page 7 for more info. 
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

BISHOP SEITZ ADVISES CATHOLICS  

WHO ARE PREPARING TO VOTE 
Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El Paso TX has written an article 
for the current issue of America Magazine that may be  
helpful to Catholics who are preparing to vote in the  
upcoming election.   
Read the entire article at www.americanmagazine.org 

 OUTDOOR MASS AT STM SUNDAY, OCT 11 
In response to a number of requests, we will offer an outdoor Mass this 
coming Sunday morning at 10:15am in the STM parking lot behind the 
school. All are welcome, but persons interested in participating in this 
Mass should: 
 

* Bring your own chairs or blankets to sit on 
* Wear masks on STM property at all times 
* Maintain social distancing 
* Park in designated areas, reserving the center spaces for people 
 

In the event of rain, the outdoor Mass will be cancelled. Weekend  
Masses in the church remain available to parishioners by reservation as 
usual. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., Oct. 12   Frances Moon † 
Tues., Oct. 13  Maria Iris Rocha † 
Wed., Oct. 14  Intention of Michelle Bishoff 
Thurs., Oct. 15  Robert Hall † 
Fri., Oct. 16  Jillian Doyle † 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Jonathan Stanton  
 

Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Charlie Hendrick  
 
Pray for those who were Baptized: 
Robert Arthur Sellers, Jr. 
Kai James Ijuin 
Chloe Wynter Lengel 
Margot Neve Lengel 
Jacob Peter Sanabria 
 
 

If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Oct. 13  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
   What is God’s Will?—A Workshop on Ignatian Discernment—7:30 to 9:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Wed., Oct. 14  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
   STM Sharing Group: Racial Justice and the Catholic Church—7:30-9:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Thurs., Oct. 15  Ignatian Contemplation—12:00 to 12:15 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 
   Divorce Group—6:30 to 8:00 PM—Narthex 
 
Fri., Oct. 17  Merton Book Group—11:00 AM to 1:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
 
Sun., Oct. 11  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/    

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Archbishop Hartmeyer has been 
meeting with groups of priests 
over the past month to introduce 
himself and to explain to them 
his concerns and desires.  By the 
end of this month, he will have 
met with every active priest in 
the Archdiocese, including  
religious priests and priests who 
work in non-parish ministries. 
 
Fr. Tim and I were among the priests that met with the  
Archbishop this past week.  STM parishioners may want to 
know what the Archbishop shared with us. 
 
Significantly, Archbishop Hartmeyer’s first remarks had to do 
with the upcoming presidential election.  He said plainly, 
firmly, and unequivocally that no priest in the Archdiocese -  
or, for that matter, no parish or Archdiocesan organization - 
should publicly endorse or oppose any candidate for  
political office or any political party.  To do so, the  
Archbishop said, would be to intrude on a responsibility that 
belongs to each individual.  Rather, the role of Church  
leaders is to make clear the Church’s position on matters of 
concern to the Church and to encourage Catholics to  
participate actively in civic affairs for the common good.  In 
other words, priests and bishops are to provide the  
information necessary for conscientious Catholics to make  
a good and prudent choice at the polls that best promotes 
the Gospel.   
 
Archbishop Hartmeyer stated that Catholics have a right to 
expect the priests of the Archdiocese to be clear regarding 
the Church’s teaching concerning respect and protection for 
life from the moment of conception through natural death.  
He said that the protection of life at every stage and in all 
circumstances includes promoting special and economic 
equality, resisting systemic racism, and welcoming and  
caring for immigrants and refugees.  “Catholics,” Archbishop 
Hartmeyer declared, “are not single issue voters.”   
 
In all this, Archbishop Hartmeyer simply echoed the 
longstanding teaching of the Church most recently  
expressed in the Vatican II document, The Church in the 
Modern World:    “…(T)he Church is not committed to any 
culture or to any (particular) political or economic system….  
(T)here is an inescapable duty to make ourselves the neigh-
bor of every man, no matter who he is, and to come to his 
aid in a positive way, whether he is an aged person aban-
doned by all, a foreign worker despised without reason, a 
refugee, an illegitimate child wrongly suffering for a sin he 
did not commit, or a starving human being who awakens 
our conscience by calling to mind the words of Christ: ‘As 
you did it to one of the least of these, my brethren, you did 
it to me.’ (Mt. 25:40)”  
 
 
 
 

I found the Archbishop’s remarks in this regard refreshing.  
They confirmed what Fr. Tim and I have been saying from 
the pulpit these past several Sundays, and what our adult 
education programs have been trying to accomplish in  
recent weeks: Catholics must work hard to learn the 
Church’s social teaching; must consider how that teaching 
applies to the pressing issues in our country and our world; 
must assess which candidate and party is most likely to  
implement some or most of these teachings through public 
policy; and, by all means, must vote accordingly this  
November 3. 
 
Second, in the course of his remarks to us priests,  
Archbishop Hartmeyer said that local parish councils are 
very important for the governance of parishes, and he  
instructed pastors to attend to them closely.  In turn, I urged 
the Archbishop to establish a new, reinvigorated  
Archdiocesan Parish Council that would have a meaningful 
place in Archdiocesan governance, would have appropriate 
independence from the Archbishop, and would have a voice 
comparable to that of the Archdiocesan Priests’ Council. 
 
Finally, a number of priests, especially those representing 
parishes with large African-American and Latino  
populations, urged the Archbishop to exert stronger, more 
vocal leadership in the community with regard to fighting 
racism and opposing public policies that exclude or neglect 
those in need.  The Archbishop seemed to hear these calls, 
but he also suggested that local parishes take steps to ac-
complish the same end.   
 
At STM, we have offered parishioners a variety of programs 
and event precisely aimed at breaking down the barriers 
between white persons and persons of color and between 
the wealthy and powerful and those who have less.  For  
example, in the past two or three months we have  
sponsored two lay-led services in which parishioners prayed 
together for national reconciliation and healing, several  
on-going small group discussions on the topic of racism and 
white privilege, and at least two days of community service.  
We have also sponsored multiple events designed to help 
parishioners prepare well for the upcoming national  
election.  Tonight, parishioner Mesrak Nadew will present on 
the topic of racism in the United States health care system.  
Later this month STM parishioners will participate along with 
parishioners in other Jesuit-sponsored parishes in the  
Ignatian Family Teach-In, “Prophetic Resilience: Breaking 
Down, Building Up.”  We are hosting another food drive for 
the benefit of our St. Vincent de Paul chapter during the 
week of October 19 to 26. 
 
There is no lack of opportunity in our parish community to 
promote the kind of society envisioned in the Gospel. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you're thinking about becoming Catholic but you've 
been waiting for a sign... THIS IS IT! RCIA — the program 
for learning about Catholicism and/or preparing to  
receive the Sacraments of Initiation — begins soon. We'll 
be meeting virtually to pray together and have honest 
conversation about what it means to be a faithful  
Catholic in today's world. Please reach out to Fran and 
Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org for more information. 
If you're reading to sign up, please fill out the  
registration forms at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

October 11—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.  
There are several ways to contribute. 

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket 

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  St. 
Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. Decatur 
GA 30030-2951 

 Sign up to make recurring contributions on-line here 

 Make "one time" payments for specific purposes, e.g., in 
memory of a deceased loved one, to pay a fee, or simply to 
make a gift to STM here 

We strongly encourage you to arrange to make your gift on-line.  
On-line giving allows you to make contributions without writing 
checks or worrying about cash donations. Our on-line giving 
system allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions 
and to adjust the frequency  and amount of your recurring gift 
at any time. Online Giving by ParishSoft. 

Please also consider donating to the Archbishop's Annual  
Appeal. Your gift supports the work of the Church in north and 
central Georgia.  Donate to the Archbishop's Appeal here: 
donate.archatl.com 
 

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH NEWS 

STM YOUTH (6TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
STM Youth has begun the year fully virtual. Meetings are held 
via Zoom and focus on one of the week's lectionary texts.  
Register on the parish website (go to Faith Formation > Youth 
Faith Formation).  
 

STM CONFIRMATION (10TH-12TH) REGISTRATION  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated in the 10th Grade. 
If your child plans to make their confirmation this year, please 
register on the parish website (go to Faith Formation > Youth 
Faith Formation). svoegtlin@stmga.org. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Our Religious Education program needs volunteer catechists 
for the 2020-21 year! Our 2nd-5th grade classes are currently 
meeting virtually, but when we are able to return to in-person 
classes, we will not have enough adult volunteers to cover all of 
our PreK-5th grade classes. Please consider stepping into this 
vital ministry for the children of our parish! If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions about the opportunity please 
contact Kathleen Link katsoss@yahoo.com as soon as possible.  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


VIRTUAL BENEFIT CONCERT & CANDLE LIGHTING 
Join us on National Pregnancy & Infant Loss Remembrance Day for Melodies of Embrace, a virtual benefit concert and 
candle lighting to honor and remember babies gone much too soon due to miscarriage, stillbirth and infant death.  Watch 
it streamed live, Thursday, October 15, 7-8 PM ET, on the All Embrace Facebook page, www.facebook.com/allembrace. No 
one should be alone in the walk of losing a child. All Embrace is here. To Donate: Text GIVE to (678) 264-3020 or visit 
www.myegiving.com/allembrace. 
 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES VIRTUAL BOOK DISCUSSION—BEGIN AGAIN 
Monday, October 19 from 4:30 to 5:30 PM 
The virtual book discussion with author Eddie S. Glaude Jr. will be moderated by Dr. Diana Hayes. James Baldwin grew  
disillusioned by the future of the civil rights movement to force America to confront its lies about race. In our own mo-
ment, when that confrontation feels more urgently needed than ever, what can we learn from his stuggle? Sign up today  
http://bit.ly/BeginAgain2020 
 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  
“He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come.” God invites your  
marriage to be filled with His graces. Accept His invitation by participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
on October 23-25 (ALFL-wwme.org) or November 13-15. This is a virtual experience, so no overnight stay in a hotel. Right 
from the comfort of your home. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling  
678-242-WWME.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL COVID HELP 
If you know of any St. Thomas More parishioners who have 
been struggling financially due to the economic challenges 
brought on by COVID-19, please encourage them to reach 
out to the STM Chapter of St. Vincent dePaul for possible 
assistance. Email stm.svdp@gmail.com to see if we can 
help.  
 

FOOD DRIVE—OCTOBER 12-18 
Please consider helping stock up the SVdP Food Pantry by 
bringing donations of non-perishable canned goods: meats 
or vegetables; household items such as: toothpaste, toilet 
paper, paper towels, diapers (baby and adult), cooking oil, 
sugar, and any non-perishables that you usually buy for 
your own home. 
 
The SVdP Food Pantry has been helping many struggling 
families who have been impacted by the current economic 
drop-off.  Each item you donate helps a local family in need. 
 

OUTDOOR SERVICE DAY 
The social justice committee invites you to another socially 
distant, outdoor service day on a beautiful 8 acre property 
with Out of Darkness, an anti-trafficking ministry of Atlanta 
Dream Center. Register at stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 
 

L'ARCHE OFFERS AN UPDATE ON ITS NEW HOUSE 

Tim Moore, Executive Director of L'Arche Atlanta, a  
non-profit residential program for adults with disabilities, 
recently reported to us on its progress in renovating the old 
house at the corner of Scott Boulevard and Clairmont  
Avenue for a second L'Arche community in Decatur.  Tim 
wrote:  "The renovation process is going very well... We are 
on track to stay within budget and to finish renovations by 
the end of the year."  Tim said that L'Arche is moving  
forward with getting all the necessary licenses and  
permissions and with hiring staff. 
 
 

KINO BORDER INITIATIVE REPORTS ON ITS WORK 

Fr. Sean Carroll, S.J., the Director of the Kino Border  
Initiative, has sent us a report of its work on behalf of  
refugees and immigrants on the US/Mexican border this 
past year.  Fr. Sean wrote:  "Thank you for your support of 
the Kino Border Initiative and for sharing our values of  
dignity, compassion, and justice.  These are difficult times, 
and I am grateful that you stand with us to ensure that 
there is a humanizing presence on the US/Mexico border." 
 
STM gave a large financial grant to the Initiative two years 
ago to help finance a major 
expansion of its facility near 
Nogales, Arizona. 
 

IGNATIAN FAMILY 

TEACH-IN FOR JUSTICE   
October 19-26, 2020 
Connect with members of the larger Jesuit and Ignatian  
family by signing up for the Virtual Ignatian Family  
Teach-In for Justice, the  
largest annual Catholic social justice gathering in the United 
States. This year's theme is "Prophetic Resilience: Breaking 
Down, Building Up." Attending the conference will give you 
access to 40+ dynamic speakers, breakouts, prayer and 
liturgy, and advocacy. Find out more:  
ignatiansolidarity.net/iftj/ 
 

AFTER SCHOOL ART ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
Catholic Charities of Atlanta (CCA) and STM parishioners will 
be leading an online Art Enrichment program twice a 
month starting next month. CCA has staff members to help 
with Art Enrichment but they would love additional STM 
volunteers willing to work with a small group of 2-4  
students in break out rooms on zoom, to check-in on  
students and support with virtual assignments. CCA will 
provide training on Zoom to get you started.  If you are  
interested please reach out to Christie Crane 
ccrane@ccatlanta.org.  

http://www.facebook.com/allembrace
http://www.myegiving.com/allembrace
https://wwmeatlanta.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=61fd8bacc4&e=be07a95996
https://wwmeatlanta.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=f7b155e3c5&e=be07a95996
mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com
mailto:ccrane@ccatlanta.org


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 
BLESSING OF THE PETS! 

Fr. Tim’s statement, “Pets represent unconditional love,” 
rang true to our students at the mass celebrating St. Francis 
of Assisi and guardian angels. Afterward, Fr. Mark blessed 
our 4th graders' pets on the field at the Pet Blessing.  What 
better way to reciprocate our pets’ love than to bestow 
blessings back upon them!  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU EVER WISHED YOU COULD TOUCH A 

CLOUD? 

Our kindergartners were on “Cloud 9” to interact with a  
REAL cloud during their weather unit!  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 

BASKETBALL UPDATE 

We would like to update you on the status of the upcoming 
CMLA basketball season. Unfortunately, the decision has 
been made to cancel the 20-21 CMLA basketball season. 
Although we are disappointed for our kids that are looking 
forward to playing this year, we also understand the  
serious nature of our current health crisis and we respect 
the decision of the  Archdiocesan Office of Catholic Schools 
to not move forward with a CMLA basketball season.  
 

We are currently exploring alternative options for  
basketball outside of CMLA and will share any viable  
options once thoroughly vetted.  Additional updates will be 
provided soon.  Thank you for your patience. 
 
 

 

JESUIT FRIENDS AND ALUMNI SUNDAY 

Online — Oct 24 - 25, 2020 

Join Jesuit-educated grads and 
friends of the Jesuits for the sixth 
annual Jesuit Friends and Alumni 
Sunday.  Instead of celebrating 
Mass in person, attendees will join 
together virtually to watch Mass 
via video, celebrated by Fr. Joseph 
O’Keefe, SJ, provincial of the USA 
East Province, and Fr. Adam Rosinski, SJ, assistant director 
of vocations. Jesuit Alumni Sunday was started six years 
ago as a way of bringing together alumni of Jesuit schools 
and friends of the Jesuits across generations to rekindle 
their connection with the Society of Jesus and each other. 
Please accept our invitation to join the Jesuits, parishioners 
of all ages, Jesuit graduates and friends on October 24 and 
25.  

Here is the link to more details on our Province website: 
www.jesuitseast.org/event/jesuit-friends-and-alumni-
sunday-2/ 
 

PLEASE HELP US UPDATE OUR RECORDS  
If you are signed up for online giving and still receive  
offertory envelopes in the mail, please contact the parish 
office to let them know.  

Haley Chrismon 
Sandra Dryden 
Bandon and Kristen Ivory 
Kristina McReynolds 
Hailey Morgan 
Marissa Peterson 

Ryan Risher 
Steven Rottman 
Edward Sheppard 
Travis Stanley 
Hazel Vargas 

https://www.stmga.org/news/
https://www.jesuitseast.org/event/jesuit-friends-and-alumni-sunday-2/
https://www.jesuitseast.org/event/jesuit-friends-and-alumni-sunday-2/


ADULT FAITH 
HEALTH CARE DELIVERY SYSTEM, ACCESS, AND POPULATION HEALTH IN USA  
Sunday, Oct. 11, 7:30 PM  
In 2019, the United States spent about $11,100 per person on healthcare, which is the highest healthcare cost per capita 
across wealthy countries. Healthcare in USA costs 17% of the GDP. The significantly higher healthcare spending didn't 
translate into better population health outcomes. The United States actually performs worse in some common health  
metrics like life expectancy, infant mortality, maternal mortality, and unmanaged diabetes. In a time when Americans are 
faced with high morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19, join a presentation and discussion on the health care delivery 
system, access, and population health in our nation. Presented by parishioner Mesrak Nadew, MD, MSc. Register at 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 
 

THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 
Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every 
Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the 
Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this 
Thursday at 12:00 PM on our Facebook page: facebook.com/
StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 
 

WHAT IS GOD'S WILL? –  A WORKSHOP ON IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT  
Tuesdays, October 13, 20, 27 – 7:30 PM  
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but  
discerning between good choices! This workshop will lay out all the tools of  
Ignatian discernment and invite participants to bring their own decision-making  
“case studies” for the group to grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for 
all life decisions, examine his famous Rules for the Discernment of Spirits, and  
explore various methods of bringing our decisions to prayer. Participants will  
be equipped with tools to discern future decisions more confidently. $10 fee.  
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

DAY OF REFLECTION: INTRODUCTION TO IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY AND PRAYER 

October 14 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Do you ever wish you prayed more, prayed better, or perhaps simply desire to be 
more comfortable with prayer? This Day of Recollection will offer highlights 
from The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. Further, it will offer an  
introduction to Ignatian Spirituality. Participants will be offered an introduction and 
suggested prayer exercises, with some Sacred Scripture, in order to develop an 
understanding of and a familiarity with some forms of Ignatian prayer methods.  
Register at ignatiushouse.org 
 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS”  

October 15 at 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM (Recurring Event) 
Facilitated by Andy Otto Join us live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM 
(EDT), on Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all things. 
Ask a question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits and 
pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on your favorite 
podcasting app. Tune in at Facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse  
 

2-NIGHT RETREAT: LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY 

October 16 at 6:00 PM to October 18 at 6:00 PM 
How do you stay spiritually connected in a socially distant world? Although our  
experience of church has been greatly impacted by this pandemic, we’ve also been 
given an invitation to meet God precisely where we are – in our home, in the  
solitude, in the questions and longings of our heart. As St. Ignatius reminds us, 
“the Creator deals directly with the creature.” On this retreat, reflect on the ways 
God invites you into your own inner chapel, the sacred space where you can  
encounter God, and discover new and creative ways of connecting with God and 
praying with your life. Register at ignatiushouse.org 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/day-of-reflection-introduction-to-ignatian-spirituality-and-prayer-2/

