
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         November 8, 2020—32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 

OUTDOOR MASS EVERY SUNDAY 
Join us every Sunday at 10:15 AM (weather permitting) in the parking 
lot for Mass. Bring a chair and a mask. Last weekend we had about 
150 people present, including a number of children, and there was 
very good energy and a strong sense of community. 

Saint Thomas More Catholic School invites prospective parents of 
rising Kindergarten through 7th grade students to our Virtual Open 
House on Tuesday, November 17th at 9:30 a.m.  Join us and learn 
more about how we provide academic excellence, joyful learning, 
and abundant faith in a safe environment.  Our National Blue Rib-
bon School of Excellence models the Jesuit traditions of the devel-
opment of the whole child, and this year we are celebrating our 
70th anniversary!   

Interested in learning more? Register for one of our Virtual Open 
Houses at stmga.org. 

https://www.stmga.org/admissions1/important-admissions-dates/
https://www.stmga.org/


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., Nov. 9   Gerry Maron †  
Tues., Nov. 10  STM Community 
Wed., Nov. 11  Johannes Darmawan † 
Thurs., Nov. 12  STM Community 
Fri., Nov. 13  Intentions of Michelle Bishoff  

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Charlotte Collins, Cathy Harvey and Caroline Rose Lakdawala  
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Gerry Maron, John McVey, Charles Lanford, and  
Gary Schofield 
 
 
 
If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Nov. 10  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Nov. 11  Veterans Day 
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
 
Thurs., Nov. 12  Ignatian Contemplation—12:00 to 12:15 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 
   Divorce Group—6:30 PM to 8:00 PM—Narthex 
 
Sat., Nov. 14  Tai Chi—7:30 AM to 9:30 AM—Mulhern Hall 
 
Sun., Nov. 15  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/    

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
The restrictions on our personal, 
family, and parish life because of 
the COVID pandemic have now 
been in effect for eight months.  
They are not likely to be lifted 
anytime soon.  The spread of the 
virus continues apace and shows 
no sign of slowing.  Even after a 
vaccine becomes available, it will 
surely be months before we can 
safely return to something that 
resembles “normal.” 
 
You and I know well that COVID has dramatically affected 
our parish life.  A Catholic parish is fundamentally a  
community that lives for closer communion with Jesus and 
with one another.  This depends in large part on our ability 
to share our lives with one another.  The pandemic has  
prevented us from interacting as we would like and as we 
have been accustomed.   
 
Nowhere do we feel this effect more keenly than in our  
celebration of Eucharist together.  Eucharist is the  
pre-eminent action by which we hope to be transformed 
from isolated individuals into a true communion, a Body in 
which and through which Jesus is active in the world.  Yes, 
we have resumed “in person” worship, but it is severely  
limited.  Instead of 1200+ persons present for Sunday Mass 
on any given weekend, we can now accommodate 300  
persons at most.  Those 300 persons are obliged to scatter 
once they enter the church; are obliged to hide their faces 
from one another with masks; may not physically interact; 
may not share the cup; and may not even sing.  And when 
Mass is over, participants are urged to leave promptly and 
not congregate.  These behaviors are not likely to increase  
a sense of community. 
 
Yes, we livestream Masses to those persons who are unable 
or unwilling to participate in person, but livestreaming – for 
me anyway – simply increases the sense of being apart from 
one another. 
 
Of course, we impose these restrictions on ourselves  
willingly for the sake of protecting one another, and we do 
the best we can under difficult circumstances.  But there is 
no getting around the fact that our opportunities to  
manifest and deepen our parish communion are greatly 
limited these days.   
 
No one knows what the long-term effects of these  
restrictions may be on our ability to be Church, but many 
worry that these effects will be long lasting.  Even our  
Archbishop has expressed his concern that many people 
will get used to watching virtual Masses from the comfort of 
their living rooms and may not easily return to in-person 
Eucharist when the restrictions are lifted.  He has wondered 
whether some whose faith commitment is largely habitual 
or cultural may decide that coming to Mass is not so  
important to them and their families after all.  Or perhaps 

persons whose participation in Sunday Eucharist was  
important for their sense of being part of a community of 
support before the pandemic will have found other sources 
of support. 
 
However, I remain hopeful that we will come through this 
trial at least as healthy – if not healthier – than we were 
when it began.  The evidence is abundant.  For example, 
those parishioners who have returned to face-to-face  
Eucharist are clearly not there because of obligation or  
habit.  These clearly value the experience of a felt  
communion with their STM brothers and sisters.  I can see 
the joy on the faces of those families who return to church 
for the first time in months.  Livestreamed Mass is definitely 
not an adequate substitute for these parishioners. 
 
Others who are still hesitant to come into the church for 
Mass have embraced the opportunity to gather in the STM 
parking lot on Sunday mornings at 10:15 AM for our  
outdoor celebration of Eucharist.  I sense an even greater 
sense of energy and joy among the adults and kids who are 
arrayed across the asphalt in their beach chairs than I sense 
at our indoor celebrations.  This, too, is a good sign (and 
maybe a lesson for how to celebrate Eucharist even after 
the COVID restrictions are lifted).   
 
Equally encouraging are the ways that STM parishioners 
have been “Church” despite the restrictions on our  
gatherings.  Families are praying at home in unaccustomed 
but rewarding ways; families are reading the Scriptures  
together.  Parishioners are finding ways to be of continued 
service to their brothers and sisters who are in need,  
especially our own elderly and homebound.  Our faith for-
mation activities, including our Scripture study events and 
our adult education activities are well-attended, albeit 
through ZOOM.  People clearly want to remain connected  
to one another precisely as STM parishioners.   
 
And isn’t this what it really means to be Church?  Not only 
gathering for Sunday Eucharist, but also going out from that 
weekly celebration into our homes and workplaces and  
allowing Jesus to love the world through us? 
 
As we approach the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, 
we will certainly still be under strict limitations on how we 
can celebrate together.  Celebrating the holidays well will 
require our imagination and commitment.  Let me know if 
you have any ideas for how we might overcome these  
limitations so that the holidays can continue to be an  
occasion for growing in love for one another. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

November 8—Archdiocesan Seminarians   
November 15—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
November 22—Campaign for Human Development  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.  
There are several ways to contribute. 

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket 

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  St. 
Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. Decatur 
GA 30030-2951 

 Sign up to make recurring contributions on-line here: 
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 

 Make "one time" payments for specific purposes, e.g., in 
memory of a deceased loved one, to pay a fee, or simply to 
make a gift to STM here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 

We strongly encourage you to arrange to make your gift on-line.  
On-line giving allows you to make contributions without writing 
checks or worrying about cash donations. Our on-line giving 
system allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions 
and to adjust the frequency  and amount of your recurring gift 
at any time. Online Giving by ParishSoft. 

Please also consider donating to the Archbishop's Annual  
Appeal. Your gift supports the work of the Church in north and 
central Georgia.  Donate to the Archbishop's Appeal here: 
donate.archatl.com 
 

RECEIVE INCOME AND HELP OUR PARISH 
If you are 65 or older, would like additional income, a tax  
deduction and make a gift to the parish endowment fund,  
consider a Charitable Gift Annuity. Current sample rates:  
65 – 4.2%; 70 – 4.7%; 75 – 5.4%; 80 – 6.5%, 85 – 7.6%. For an  
illustration go to www.cfngalegacy.org or contact Juliet Greco at 
the Catholic Foundation, (404) 497-9440 or jgreco@cfnga.org.  
 

PARISH FINANCES 

YOUTH NEWS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Our Religious Education program needs volunteer catechists 
for the 2020-21 year! Our 2nd-5th grade classes are currently 
meeting virtually, but when we are able to return to in-person 
classes, we will not have enough adult volunteers to cover all of 
our PreK-5th grade classes. Please consider stepping into this 
vital ministry for the children of our parish! If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions about the opportunity please 
contact Kathleen Link katsoss@yahoo.com as soon as possible.  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


 

POPE ANNOUNCES NEW CARDINALS, INCLUDING U.S. ARCHBISHOP GREGORY 
Pope Francis announced he will create 13 new cardinals Nov. 28, including Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of Washington, 
former Archbishop of Atlanta. Visit georgiabulletin.org to read the full story. 
 

THE WAY FOR MEN  
Nov. 20-22; Carmel Retreat Center, 415 Old Collins Road, Hoschton. The Way for Men is a 3-day retreat for adult male  
survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. Protocol for COVID-19 safety will be 
followed. Registration deadline is Nov. 13. Contact: Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more  
information.  
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  
“He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come.” God invites your  
marriage to be filled with His graces. Accept His invitation by participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
November 13-15. This is a virtual experience, so no overnight stay in a hotel. Right from the comfort of your home. You can get 
more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  

CATHOLIC DOCTRINES ON THE JEWISH PEOPLE  
The third annual meeting of the Society for Post-Supersessionist Theology will be held virtually from 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
on Friday, Nov. 20, 2020 (EST).  The program features a book panel on Gavin D’Costa’s important monograph, Catholic 
Doctrine on the Jews Since Vatican II (Oxford, 2019).  Panelists are Bruce Marshall (SMU), Ruth Langer (Boston College), 
Philip Cunningham (Boston College), and David Sandmel (Anti-Defamation League).  The moderator will be Holly Taylor 
Coolman (Providence College).  Anyone may view the conference, but advance registration is required.  Register 
at www.bit.ly/SPSTNov20  
 

WAITING IN HOPE: ADVENT MUSIC WITH TONY ALONSO   
Mon., Nov., 30, 7:30—8:30 PM 
Tony Alonso is a theologian and composer whose work is animated by the diverse needs of the contemporary 
church.  Tony is Assistant Professor of Theology and Culture at Candler School of Theology at Emory University where he 
also serves as Director of Catholic Studies. Visit aquinas.emory.edu to register. 
 

WORLD AIDS DAY MASS 
Tuesday, December 1 at noon 
Archbishop Gregory Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will serve as the principal celebrant. The Mass will be streamed from  
http://www.livestream.com/archatl and from the archdiocesan Facebook page. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

VIRTUAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH CATHOLIC 

CHARITIES OF ATLANTA  
Last year, STM started a partnership with Catholic Charities 
After School Program to provide academic support and art 
enrichment for second graders at Clarkston's Indian Creek 
Elementary School. This partnership is now able to continue 
via Zoom! If you're interested in supporting students in the 
challenges of virtual learning, they're looking for STM  
volunteers willing to work with 2-4 students in break out 
rooms on zoom, to check-in on students and support with 
assignments. Email John at schwenklerj@gmail.com with 
questions or interest.  
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL COVID HELP 
If you know of any St. Thomas More parishioners who have 
been struggling financially due to the economic challenges 
brought on by COVID-19, please encourage them to reach 
out to the STM Chapter of St. Vincent dePaul for possible 
assistance. Email stm.svdp@gmail.com to see if we can 
help.  
 

OUTDOOR SERVICE DAY UPDATE 
Thirty volunteers showed up at the Safe House work day on 
October 24. They installed 5 tranquility benches, moved 
stones, and planted flowers. Thanks to all the organizers 
and volunteers!  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Volunteers installed tranquility benches 
at the Safe House. 

https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2020/10/pope-announces-new-cardinals-including-u-s-archbishop-gregory/
mailto:sstubbs@archatl.com
https://wwmeatlanta.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce68f9c02a9d73715929042a7&id=f7b155e3c5&e=be07a95996
http://www.bit.ly/SPSTNov20
http://www.livestream.com/archatl
https://www.facebook.com/archatl/
mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 
THANK YOU FOR BEING YOU! 
Our school benefits all year long from the religious  
guidance, prayers and support the parish provides.  We are 
grateful to you for your shared commitment of faith as we 
work to form the whole child in our students.  As a Jesuit 
parish, STM talks about finding God in all things, and STM 
School “in the Jesuit tradition” continues to find God in our 
parish members and staff.  Thank you! 

 

JOIN ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL IN FLAG SALE 

TO SUPPORT VETERANS 
Every year, our students, teachers, and  
parents look forward to celebrating our  
veterans and active duty personnel.  Prior 
to Veterans Day, students will collect and 
display veteran photos on the school  
bulletin board and sell flags to be displayed 
on the front lawn of the church. The  
proceeds from this flag sale will raise mon-
ey for Spikes K9 Fund (spikesk9fund.org).   
 
Parishioners wishing to purchase a flag for the display may 
send a contribution for the amount of their choosing to the 
school at 630 W. Ponce de Leon Ave, Decatur, GA 30030 c/o 
Emily Carley. 
 
This year, out of an abundance of caution, 
we will move our Veterans Day celebration to 
the online arena. On November 11th, the 
entire school will participate in an online  
program, during which time all service men 
and women and veterans affiliated with the 
school or church will be honored. The stu-
dents also will present a check to Spikes K9 
Fund, based on the money raised through 
the flag sales.  Please contact Emily Carley at  
emscarley@gmail.com with questions.  Saint Thomas More 
School is honored to have the opportunity to thank our  
veterans and salute their service.   
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

BOOK OF THE NAMES OF THE DEAD 
The Book of the Names of the Dead will be in the narthex 
for the month of November. Parishioners are welcome to 
write the names of their beloved family members who 
have gone before us. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STM LIVESTREAMING 
We are looking for several parishioners who are willing to 
be trained to operate the A/V system we use to livestream 
our Masses. If you are comfortable with technology and 
are familiar with the flow of the Mass and want to help, 
please email Joe Messina jmessina@stmga.org. We will  
arrange a training session.  
 

STM WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY: PANDEMIC STRONG!  
Here's a glimpse at women's 
bible study still going strong  
this fall. This group (led by  
Margie Crawford and Lesley 
Cogburn) was gathered 
around a fire pit in the  
40-degree weather last  
Monday—some in person, 
some via Zoom, lavished in 
the Holy Spirit either way!  

We have two more meetings this fall and will be starting a 
new study in 2021 for any woman who wants to join.  

 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 
Sarah Barry  Pamela George & Family 
Stephanie Madden David Harding & Anne Krache 
Kieran & Louise McGill Kevin & Maryellen Lewicki 
Haley Chrismon  Sarah & Chris Neeley and family 
Sandra Dryden  Ryan Risher 
Steven Rottman  Brandon & Kristen Ivory 
Kristina McReynolds Edward Sheppard 
Hailey Morgan  Travis Stanley 
Marissa Peterson Hazel Vargas 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Luke and Beppe recently  
received their First Eucharist.   

 

 

 

LIVE-IN HELP NEEDED 
A Decatur mom seeks a live-in housemate for two young 
sisters, 23 and 26, who have mild developmental  
disabilities.  Private bedroom in a downtown Decatur  
condominium.  Night time duty (11:00 AM -7:00 AM).   
Days are free.  Monetary compensation/days off  
negotiable.  Please contact Terri leonard.terri@gmail.com 

http://spikesk9fund.org
mailto:emscarley@gmail.com
https://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:jmessina@stmga.org
mailto:leonard.terri@gmail.com


ADULT FAITH 
THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 

Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading.  
Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using 
the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this 
Thursday at 12:00 PM : facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 

 

 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS”  

November 19 at 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM (Recurring Event) 
Facilitated by Andy Otto Join us live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM 
(EDT), on Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all things. 
Ask a question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits and  
pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on your favorite 
podcasting app. Tune in at Facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse  
 
 

DAY OF REFLECTION: GIVING THANKS  

November 23 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Close this autumn season by taking time to pause and give thanks for what is right 
in your world. It is easy to overlook small graces during a year of so much change. 
Through scripture, music, and informed by the wisdom of St. Ignatius of Loyola, you 
will be led on this silent retreat to savor and appreciate the blessings of your lived 
experience. Open your heart to grow in gratitude and bring it back to those you 
love. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  

December 1, 2, 7, 8 or 9 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits 
you for your body, mind, and spirit. Your retreat director will lead prayer and  
contemplation for this Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with sacred 
words to ponder and pray. You will have times of silence and rest, a satisfying meal, 
and beautiful grounds to wander as you allow God to dwell deeply and speak  
tenderly to you. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

ADVENT EVENING OF REFLECTION 

Tuesday, December 15, 7-8:30 PM 
Spend an evening reflecting on the story of Advent and Christmas. Talks and guided 
prayer by Zoom. RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the Zoom link.  
 
 

VISIO AND LECTIO DIVINA—THE ART OF JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
January 26- March 16 
Course will be offered online via Zoom on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM 
This course explores two classical Christian spiritual practices: lectio divina 
(meditative reading and praying Scripture) and visio divina (meditation and prayer 
focusing on visual art). The art of John August Swanson will be the principal focus of 
the course as his serigraphs, paintings and poster work all have intense Scriptural 
references. Course participants will have the opportunity to deepen both visual and textual perception while also devel-
oping the practice of praying more attentively with attention to both text and image. Opportunity will be given for the ex-
ploration of other artists as well. Cost to participate: $125. Register: http://bit.ly/visiolectiocourse 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/day-of-reflection-giving-thanks/
https://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

