
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         November 8, 2020—33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

JOIN US! GIVE BACK, AND GIVE CATHOLIC! 
Once again, St. Thomas More parish is  
participating in #iGiveCatholic Giving 
Day on December 1. This year, we  
intend to use the funds raised to help 
pay for damage to our building from 
the storms last month. A large tree fell 
on the parish building, causing  
significant damage to the roof, gutters 
and exterior. Our goal is to raise $5,000, which is our 
deductible. 
 

Gifts can be made during advanced giving, Nov. 16th 
through Dec. 1st. Visit igivecatholic.org and search for 
our parish. Thank you for your generous support of our 
parish! 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., Nov. 16   Intentions of Jack Costello   
Tues., Nov. 17  Matthew Paday † 
Wed., Nov. 18  STM Community 
Thurs., Nov. 12  Marykutty John † 
Fri., Nov. 13  STM Community  

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Charlotte Collins, Cathy Harvey and Caroline Rose Lakdawala  
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Gerry Maron, John McVey, Charles Lanford, Gary Schofield 
and Kevin O’Brien  
 
Please pray for those who were Baptized: 
Vivienne James Harrison and Amelia Annette Jones 
 
Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
William Burns and Owen Rohm 
 
If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Nov. 17  STM School Virtual Open House—9:30 AM to 10:30 AM—Zoom 
   Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Nov. 18  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
 
Thurs., Nov. 19  Ignatian Contemplation—12:00 to 12:15 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 
 
Sat., Nov. 21  Tai Chi—7:30 AM to 9:30 AM—Mulhern Hall 
   Merton Book Club—11:00 AM to 1:00 PM—Zoom 
 
Sun., Nov. 22  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
   Baptisms—2:00 PM to 4:00 PM—Church   

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
In place of Fr. Mark’s words, we reprint a recent column by  
Bishop John Stowe, Bishop of the Diocese of Lexington,  
Kentucky, from the November 2, 2020 issue of the National 
Catholic Reporter. 
 
After living through a period of intense division, enhanced 
by a contentious presidential contest and made more  
urgent by a pandemic, what do we do now as a nation? And 
what should the role of the church be in this pluralistic  
post-election democratic society? It seems to me that after 
the election, rather than in the midst of it, is the time to be 
forming consciences for faithful citizenship. 
 
Despite the richness of our Scriptures and tradition, we 
managed to find our church as divided as any other body in 
the country. In contrast to our regular celebrations of the 
Sacrament of Unity, in-person and live-streamed, we found 
ourselves in a "Facebook mentality" of either "liking" or 
"disliking" what we heard from the pulpit, filtered through 
our political lenses and our own sense of infallibility. We  
witnessed bishops issuing statements and tweets at odds 
with each other about the correct interpretation of our 
teachings. We even see the pope's teachings and priorities 
met with cool indifference or downright disdain. Priests saw 
fit to pronounce condemnation of entire political parties on 
social media, sometimes with episcopal endorsement.  
Others, holding on to their Catholicism by a thread, walked 
away because they could not countenance their church  
implicitly affirming the most amoral occupant of the White 
House in anyone's memory. 
 
How do we move forward now? 
 
I have frequently mused on the directive of Pope Francis to 
the bishops participating in the Synod on the Family, "speak 
boldly and listen charitably." That seems so hard for us to do 
simultaneously. But how different might our politics be if we 
were capable of doing this within our governmental system, 
which really cannot function properly if it is not participa-
tory. 
 
Scripture and tradition teach us that it is the Evil One who 
sows division. So many of St. Paul's admonitions to the  
recipients of his epistles sound so contemporary precisely 
because he was trying to get his readers to overcome their 
divisions that were rooted in anything but Christ. 
 
In his recent encyclical, Frate lli Tutti, issued on the Feast of 
St. Francis and one month before the U.S. elections, the 
pope appealed to the world to learn the price of our  
nationalism and tendencies to isolationism at a time when 
what we really need is for all people to come together to 
face the immense problems on a global scale that are  
afflicting us. 
 
 
 
 
 

Describing the darkness enveloping a closed world, the 
pope said, "the spread of despair, hyperbole, extremism  
and polarization, strategies of ridicule, suspicion and  
relentless criticism denies the rights of others to have an 
opinion" [Frate lli Tutti, 15-17]. 
 
This approach to politics leads to a permanent state of  
disagreement and confrontation, and the only way to win 
with this approach requires eliminating one's opponents. 
Knowing that the pope is addressing the whole world and 
not just targeting the United States, I still couldn't help but 
wonder whether he had watched a Trump campaign rally 
when crafting these words. 
 
Fratelli Tutti, as its title implies, is a call for global solidarity  
elevated to global fraternity. At a time of such intense  
intolerance on the international as well as on a domestic 
scale, it is hard to imagine a more countercultural stance. 
Noting the opportunity that is at hand, the pope said that 
COVID-19 momentarily revived the sense that we are a  
global community and that we can only be saved together 
because we are part of one another. 
 
But it was only momentary; the pope laments how easily we 
forget the lessons of history. Although the first chapter is 
filled with gloominess because of its accurate presentation 
of our current situation, Francis is a man of faith and hope 
who naturally points us toward Christ as the answer. 
 
How good it would be if the adamant anti-abortion forces 
would be able to situate their abhorrence for the  
destruction of life in the womb within what Pope Francis 
calls a "throw-away culture" that permits the strong to  
exclude many categories of people considered disposable: 
refugees seeking asylum after fleeing violence and  
starvation, migrant families trying to survive, the victims of 
prolonged wars and famines and those immediately  
affected by global climate change. 
 
And how good it would be for those who are attuned to the 
suffering inflicted on the weak on such massive scales if they 
could also see how attitudes toward the elderly, the  
terminally ill and the unborn can also be part of the same 
destructive culture that judges who is deserving of life. 
 
Earlier in his papacy, Pope Francis suggested that the fifth 
commandment in our time should be expanded to "thou 
shalt not exclude" because in the new globalization  
exclusion equals death. In that light, the pope calls attention 
to the other viruses that are afflicting us: radical  
individualism and racism. He notes that our hostility to  
refugees and migrants extends to the "hidden exiles" in our 
own society who suffer the exclusion of neglect in their 
neighborhoods and schools, especially when they lack  
access to medical care and opportunities to work. He calls 
for each of us to pay attention to the basic dignity of each 
human person and the need to work for the common good. 
 
Continued on page 4... 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

November 15—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
November 22—Campaign for Human Development  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.  
There are several ways to contribute. 

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket 

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  St. 
Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. Decatur 
GA 30030-2951 

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one time” 
payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 

We strongly encourage you to arrange to make your gift on-line.  
On-line giving allows you to make contributions without writing 
checks or worrying about cash donations. Our on-line giving 
system allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions 
and to adjust the frequency  and amount of your recurring gift 
at any time. Online Giving by ParishSoft. 
 

Please also consider donating to the Archbishop's Annual  
Appeal. Your gift supports the work of the Church in north and 
central Georgia.  Donate to the Archbishop's Appeal here: 
donate.archatl.com 
 

A FOREVER GIFT WITH INCOME TODAY  
If you are 65 or older, you can make a gift of cash or stock and 
receive an immediate tax savings. In return, the Foundation 
makes regular fixed payments to you. Current sample rates: 65 
– 4.2%; 70 – 4.7%; 75 – 5.4%; 80 – 6.5%, 85 – 7.6%. Upon your 
death, the remaining balance is given to the parish endowment 
fund. For an illustration go to www.cfngalegacy.org or contact 
Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation, (404) 497-9440 or 
jgreco@cfnga.org. 

PARISH FINANCES 

PASTOR’S PIECE (CONTINUED) 

The pope is not afraid to dream, nor should we. As a Latin 
American, he is not dismissive of the utopian, but wants to work 
to make it real even if it will only be fully realized by God in the 
kingdom that begins right here among us. He dreams of a 
world in which the diversity of peoples and cultures enriches 
everyone in contrast with a "monochrome" society that  
becomes absolutist. He knows full well that this attractive vision 
of what could be will require the conversion of hearts, minds 
and, what we are most resistant to in the United States,  
lifestyles. 
 
Can we as people of faith dismiss a worldview based on  
dialogue and friendship, as the pope envisions? Or after such a 
contentious and long election season, should we approach  
Advent with the hope of a new beginning and dare to dream 
with the prophet who envisions lions lying down with lambs and 
nations beating swords into plowshares? The pope would  
suggest that now is the time to form consciences for faithful 
citizenship — faithful citizenship in a globalized world in which 
the common good is an urgent requirement. 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


VIRTUS ONLINE—SIGN UP FOR MONTLY ARTICLES 
VIRTUS® Online is an online platform that provides researched articles to churches and other facilities across the country to help 
prevent wrongdoing and protect people from harm by providing education, training, and best practices.  The Archdiocese of  
Atlanta requires its employees to use these resources on a continual basis to establish a culture of awareness and provide clear 
guidelines on how to keep each other, especially the most vulnerable among us, safe.   
To sign up for the VIRTUS monthly articles, you may create your own account for free.  Each article takes less than ten 
minutes to read and provides research from experts on varied topics. An excellent article from June is found at  
https://www.virtusonline.org/my_library/show_article.cfm?article_id=1202 entitled ““Grooming Behavior Is a Warning Sign”. 
 

THE WAY FOR MEN  
Nov. 20-22; Carmel Retreat Center, 415 Old Collins Road, Hoschton. The Way for Men is a 3-day retreat for adult male  
survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. Protocol for COVID-19 safety will be 
followed. Registration deadline is Nov. 13. Contact: Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more  
information.  
 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINES ON THE JEWISH PEOPLE  
The third annual meeting of the Society for Post-Supersessionist Theology will be held virtually from 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
on Friday, Nov. 20, 2020 (EST).  The program features a book panel on Gavin D’Costa’s important monograph, Catholic 
Doctrine on the Jews Since Vatican II (Oxford, 2019).  Panelists are Bruce Marshall (SMU), Ruth Langer (Boston College), 
Philip Cunningham (Boston College), and David Sandmel (Anti-Defamation League).  The moderator will be Holly Taylor 
Coolman (Providence College).  Anyone may view the conference, but advance registration is required.  Register 
at www.bit.ly/SPSTNov20  
 

WAITING IN HOPE: ADVENT MUSIC WITH TONY ALONSO   
Mon., Nov., 30, 7:30—8:30 PM 
Tony Alonso is a theologian and composer whose work is animated by the diverse needs of the contemporary 
church.  Tony is Assistant Professor of Theology and Culture at Candler School of Theology at Emory University where he 
also serves as Director of Catholic Studies. Visit aquinas.emory.edu to register. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE     

COMMUNITY NEWS 

STM CUB SCOUT USED COAT DRIVE 
Donate your slightly used items to the STM Cub Scout Used 
Coat drive the week of Nov. 16-20. We will also be accepting 
other warm winter wear- scarfs, hat, gloves, etc. Our Cub 
Scouts will be collecting items during morning carpool. All 
donated items will be distributed to those in need via St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. 

VIRTUAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH CATHOLIC 

CHARITIES OF ATLANTA  
Last year, STM started a partnership with Catholic Charities 
After School Program to provide academic support and art 
enrichment for second graders at Clarkston's Indian Creek 
Elementary School. This partnership is now able to contin-
ue via Zoom! If you're interested in supporting students in 
the challenges of virtual learning, they're looking for STM  
volunteers willing to work with 2-4 students in break out 
rooms on zoom, to check-in on students and support with 
assignments. Email John at schwenklerj@gmail.com with 
questions or interest.  

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you so much for the generous 
response to the SVdP food drive in  
October.  The drive was such a  
success that two vans full of non-
perishables were delivered to help 
refill the shelves at the Chamblee 
Food Pantry.  They were ecstatic!    

 

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY?  

The Corpus Christi Thrift Store  at 4871 Memorial Drive in 
Stone Mountain is in need of volunteers to help stock and 
sell goods at the store.  Do you have a few hours available 
each month (or week) that you could offer for the benefit of 
your neighboring communities?  This might also be the  
perfect opportunity for TEENS or COLLEGE STUDENTS who 
want to give back and get involved. Call 404-292-4102 to 
find out how you can help.  
 
And don’t forget to shop at the SVdP Thrift Stores for your 
own home or your newly launched graduate.  These stores 
are chock full of fantastic bargains.  Find a store near 
you: www.svdpusa-thriftstore.org/find-a-thrift/  

Doing your Holiday shopping online?  Don’t forget about 
the Shop to Give program that partners Amazon shoppers 
with St. Vincent dePaul charities.  Check out this link to find 
out how to set up your Amazon account to automatically 
donate to SVdP with every purchase:   
www.svdpgeorgia.org/shop-to-give/ 

https://www.virtusonline.org/my_library/show_article.cfm?article_id=1202
mailto:sstubbs@archatl.com
http://www.bit.ly/SPSTNov20
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PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

VIRTUAL SCHOOL TOUR VIDEO CAPTURES OUR 

SCHOOL’S SPIRIT 

Alumni parents of Saint Thomas More Catholic School and 
owners of Chaselight, LLC, filmed and produced a beautiful 
short virtual tour video to allow a peek inside our school.  
We invite you to view the virtual tour on our website by  
visiting www.stmga.org and selecting Admissions/Virtual 
Tour. 

We also invite prospective parents of rising Kindergarten 
through 7th grade students to our Virtual Open House on 
Tuesday, November 17th at 9:30 AM.  Join us and learn more 
about how we provide academic excellence, joyful learning, 
and abundant faith in a safe environment.  Our National 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence models the Jesuit tradi-
tions of the development of the whole child, and this year 
we are celebrating our 70th anniversary!  Interested in  
learning more? Register for one of our Virtual Open  
Houses at stmga.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THIRD GRADERS HONOR THE SAINTS AT ALL 

SAINTS MASS AND SAINTS MUSEUM 
Our 3rd grade saints led a beautiful All Saints Day mass, 
and Father Mark reminded us we all can strive to be saints. 
Afterward, in the outdoor, socially distanced Museum of 
Saints, other classes were able to enjoy seeing the  
costumed 3rd graders in all their saintly glory.  In  
preparation for mass, the 3rd graders learned how the 
saints are an example of how to live for God and how to  
use our gifts for Him.  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

BOOK OF THE NAMES OF THE DEAD 
The Book of the Names of the Dead will be in the narthex 
for the month of November. Parishioners are welcome to 
write the names of their beloved family members who 
have gone before us. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STM LIVESTREAMING 
We are looking for several parishioners who are willing to 
be trained to operate the A/V system we use to livestream 
our Masses. If you are comfortable with technology and 
are familiar with the flow of the Mass and want to help, 
please email Joe Messina jmessina@stmga.org. We will  
arrange a training session.  
 

LIVE-IN HELP NEEDED 
A Decatur mom seeks a live-in housemate for two young 
sisters, 23 and 26, who have mild developmental  
disabilities.  Private bedroom in a downtown Decatur  
condominium.  Night time duty (11:00 PM -7:00 AM).   
Days are free.  Monetary compensation/days off  
negotiable.  Please contact Terri leonard.terri@gmail.com 

 
 

E-MAIL/TEXT SCAM MAKING THE ROUNDS 

AGAIN 
Several STM parishioners and staff have reported receiving 
what seems to be e-mailed/texted requests from Fr. Mark 
and others for money or other assistance. These are not 
legitimate! Repeat - NOT LEGITIMATE. Please ignore and 
immediately delete. 
 

OUTDOOR MASS EVERY SUNDAY 
Join us every Sunday—weather permitting—at 10:15 AM 
for Mass in the school parking lot. Bring your mask and 
chairs or a blanket. 

 
 

https://www.stmga.org/admissions1/important-admissions-dates/
https://www.stmga.org/
https://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:jmessina@stmga.org
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ADULT FAITH 
THURSDAY IGNATIAN GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION 

Thursdays, 12:00 PM (Live on Facebook) 
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading.  
Every Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using 
the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. Tune in live this 
Thursday at 12:00 PM : facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/  
 

 

 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS”  

November 19 at 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM (Recurring Event) 
Facilitated by Andy Otto Join us live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM 
(EDT), on Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all things. 
Ask a question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits and  
pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on your favorite 
podcasting app. Tune in at Facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse  
 
 

DAY OF REFLECTION: GIVING THANKS  

November 23 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Close this autumn season by taking time to pause and give thanks for what is right 
in your world. It is easy to overlook small graces during a year of so much change. 
Through scripture, music, and informed by the wisdom of St. Ignatius of Loyola, you 
will be led on this silent retreat to savor and appreciate the blessings of your lived 
experience. Open your heart to grow in gratitude and bring it back to those you 
love. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  

December 1, 2, 7, 8 or 9 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits 
you for your body, mind, and spirit. Your retreat director will lead prayer and  
contemplation for this Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with sacred 
words to ponder and pray. You will have times of silence and rest, a satisfying meal, 
and beautiful grounds to wander as you allow God to dwell deeply and speak  
tenderly to you. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

ADVENT EVENING OF REFLECTION 

Tuesday, December 15, 7-8:30 PM 
Spend an evening reflecting on the story of Advent and Christmas. Talks and guided 
prayer by Zoom. RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the Zoom link.  
 
 

VISIO AND LECTIO DIVINA—THE ART OF JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
January 26- March 16 
Course will be offered online via Zoom on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM 
This course explores two classical Christian spiritual practices: lectio divina 
(meditative reading and praying Scripture) and visio divina (meditation and prayer 
focusing on visual art). The art of John August Swanson will be the principal focus of 
the course as his serigraphs, paintings and poster work all have intense Scriptural 
references. Course participants will have the opportunity to deepen both visual and 
textual perception while also developing the practice of praying more attentively with attention to both text and image. 
Opportunity will be given for the exploration of other artists as well. Cost to participate: $125. Register:  
http://bit.ly/visiolectiocourse 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/
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