
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri*.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
*Office closes at noon on Fri. 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         November 22, 2020—Feast of Christ the King 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 JOIN US! GIVE BACK, AND GIVE CATHOLIC! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Thomas More parish is participating in #iGiveCatholic 
Giving Day on December 1. This year, we intend to use 
the funds raised to help pay for damage to our building 
from the storms last month. Our goal is to raise $5,000, 
which is our deductible. Thank you for your generous 
support of our parish! 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Alejandro Gutierrez 
 
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Carol Neese, parishioner 
 
 
 
If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Nov. 24  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Nov. 25  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
 
Thurs., Nov. 26  Thanksgiving Day 
   Ignatian Contemplation—12:00 to 12:15 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 
 
Sat., Nov. 28  Tai Chi—7:30 AM to 9:30 AM—Mulhern Hall 
 
Sun., Nov. 29  First Sunday of Advent 
   Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
      

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
I found myself reflecting at length 
this past week on two recent and 
related experiences.  
 
The first was a conversation I had 
with the young men and women 
in our parish RCIA (Rite of  
Christian Initiation of Adults) a 
couple weeks ago.  They are  
exploring the possibility of  
becoming Catholic.  Carl and 
Fran McColman, the parishioners who direct the program, 
asked me to talk with the “RCIAs” about how we Catholics 
understand “Church.”   
 
I explained that the Second Vatican Council, the most  
authoritative teaching voice of the Church in the last  
century, declared that the Church is the People of God.  The 
Council insisted that the Church must not be identified with 
the pope, or the bishops, or the clergy; it is all the People of 
God.  It is all the baptized.  
 
It is through all the People of God that Jesus continues his 
earthly ministry, loving the world on behalf of the Father. 
The Church’s governing bodies, its rituals and doctrines – all 
its institutional aspects – are secondary and valuable only 
insofar as they help the People of God carry out their  
mission.  The Church remains in continuity with Jesus and 
the first disciples by the presence of the Holy Spirit given to 
us in Baptism and, in some cases, Holy Orders.  What makes 
the Church like Christ is not the merits and abilities of its 
priests and bishops or any other member, but the Spirit of 
Jesus.  It is the Spirit, not Churchmen, who keep the Church 
faithful to Jesus’ way.  
 
The second experience was the report of the conclusions of 
the Vatican’s investigation of how former Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick was able to advance in the Catholic hierarchy to a 
position of great power and influence despite a multitude of 
allegations of sexual misconduct against him over several 
decades.  I encourage parishioners to read at least a  
summary of the report, but its findings can be summarized 
as follows:  
 
 For decades, McCarrick abused the power he held over 

youths, seminarians, and other priests to coerce them 
into granting him sexual and other favors;  

 When those whom McCarrick abused complained to 
Church authorities, those Church authorities either  
ignored the complaints or failed to adequately  
investigate them; in deference to McCarrick’s clerical 
status and position in the Church, those charged with 
overseeing his actions simply presumed that he was 
more credible than his accusers, many of whom were 
laypersons; 

 
 
 

 McCarrick’s ecclesiastical peers and superiors  
determined that the interests of the Church, which they 
apparently understood to identical with its financial  
well-being and its reputation rather than the health and 
well-being of those McCarrick abused, warranted  
keeping these allegations quiet and maintaining  
McCarrick in his position.   

 
Parishioners can read more about the Vatican’s report on 
the McCarrick matter here: 
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/11/12/
mccarrick-report-clericalism-sexual-abuse-catholic-church?
utm_source=piano&utm_medium=email&utm_camp 
 
Contrast these two understandings of the nature of the 
Church revealed in these two events: on the one hand, the 
Church is the People of God and Church leaders exist to 
serve this People; alternatively, the Church is its hierarchical 
governing structures.  Consider how each understanding 
increases or decreases the likelihood of abuse of clerical 
power.   
 
Since the release of the report, many bishops, including our 
own Archbishop Hartmeyer, have again apologized for the 
abuse committed by Catholic clergy and for their sinful  
failure to hold abusers accountable for the harm they have 
done to children and other vulnerable adults.  They have  
re-committed themselves to transparency in governance 
and holding clerics, including bishops and cardinals,  
accountable for their crimes.   
 
However, this sort of abuse of power will surely continue in 
one form or another as long as the Church is identified with 
its governing institutions and its clergy; as long as clergy are 
privileged; as long as seminarians are formed in a culture 
that tells them that a priest is fundamentally different from 
lay men and women; and as long as loyalty and obedience 
to bishops is valued more highly than the care of God’s  
people.   
 
Much of the reform that our Church needs may well be  
beyond the ability of you and me to enact, but we can  
certainly make our own STM parish a community in which all 
are considered equal; in which our parish governance,  
including parish finances, is transparent and responsive to 
parishioners’ needs; in which lay and ordained parishioners 
share responsibility for parish leadership; and in which 
those in authority, whether ordained or lay, put the  
well-being of other parishioners above their own. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Corpus Christi Thrift Store at 4871 Memorial Drive in Stone 
Mountain is in need of volunteers to help stock and sell goods 
at the store. Call 404-292-4102 to find out how you can help. 
And don’t forget to shop at the SVdP Thrift Stores for your own 
home or your newly launched graduate. These stores are chock 
full of fantastic bargains. Find a store near you:  
www.svdpusa-thriftstore.org/find-a-thrift/  
 
Doing your Holiday shopping online? Don’t forget about the 
Shop to Give program that partners Amazon shoppers with St. 
Vincent dePaul charities. Check out this link to find out how to 
set up your Amazon account to automatically donate to SVdP 
with every purchase: www.svdpgeorgia.org/shop-to-give/  
 

ARCHBISHOP HARTMEYER COMMENTS ON THE 

MCCARRICK REPORT  

Archbishop Gregory Hartmeyer has issued a statement to  
Atlanta Catholics regarding the recently released report on the 
Vatican’s handling of the allegations of sexual misconduct by 
the former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick. The complete text of 
Archbishop Hartmeyer’s statement can be found on the  
Georgia Bulletin website: georgiabulletin.org. 
 

IT'S TIME TO GET THE TOY PARK BACK IN SHAPE!  

The much loved Toy Park belonging to First Christian Church on 
Nelson Ferry Rd is getting ready to re-open safely.  Can you 
spare an hour or two on Sat 5th Dec at 9:00 AM to help us 
scrub down the playground and toys, lay new mulch and install 
the hand sanitizer stations and needed signage?  Come help 
out then go and buy your Christmas tree across the street at 
FCC! More details to come - work day will take place regardless 
of the weather.  If you can't make it but want to support the Toy 
Park - particularly as they undertake some drainage upgrades 
and erosion prevention - consider making a donation to the Toy 
Park. For more details contact St. Thomas More parishioner, 
Lucy O'Donoghue (lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com).  
 

WORLD AIDS DAY –  DECEMBER 1, 2020  

Archbishop Gregory Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will serve as the 
principal celebrant for the annual 2020 World AIDS Day Mass 
on Tuesday December 1 at 12 noon. The Mass will be streamed 
from livestream.com/archatl and the Archdiocesan Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/archatl  
 
Each year December 1 is a day to remember more than 33  
million lives lost around the globe, including more than 700,000 
people in the United States. It is a day to remember families 
and friends who have lost loved ones, caregivers at home and 
in health facilities and researchers who continue to search for 
an effective vaccine. It’s a day to remember the millions of  
people who are living with HIV/AIDS, including 1.1 million in  
the U.S.  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/
https://www.decaturdisciples.org/?page_id=340
https://www.decaturdisciples.org/?page_id=340
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=2RrV9iS7frqTwC5yEZie4nGv6Ztdf2R0PI3WUN-9CZODdmt4Q4ftJa2ISFlCeEKn4IKg-noM6yuQ_9zl
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=2RrV9iS7frqTwC5yEZie4nGv6Ztdf2R0PI3WUN-9CZODdmt4Q4ftJa2ISFlCeEKn4IKg-noM6yuQ_9zl
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PARISH FINANCES     

STM PARISH QUARTER 1 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Notes:  
(1) Offertory is down 6% from the 
previous year. This is somewhat 
better than we had expected 
thanks to parishioners who 
switched to on-line giving.  
 

(2) Total Income is off by almost 
20% though a significant portion of 
this is offset by reduced expenses 
as some ministries had to be  
curtailed due to the pandemic.  
 

(3) Social Justice grants are typically 
allocated later in the year, but the 
parish remains committed to tithing 
10% of Offertory.  
 

(4) General & Administrative  
Expenses increased 8.4%.  
Important factors included  
expenses related to the redesign of 
the website and higher fees related 
to the increase in on-line giving. (5) 
The Archdiocese reduced the  
assessment on parishes related to 
schools as a result of the sale of the 
old chancery building in downtown 
Atlanta.  
 

(6) Capital Expenses will eventually 
be funded out of parish savings 
(rather than ordinary income) when 
the Mulhern kitchen renovation 
project is completed.  
 

(7) Overall, Total Expenses are 
down 17.3% due to the pandemic, some timing issues, and the factors mentioned previously.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

November 22—Campaign for Human Development, Thanksgiving Day - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at: St. Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. Decatur 
GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

We strongly encourage you to arrange to make your gift on-line. On-line giving allows you to make contributions without 
writing checks or worrying about cash donations. Our on-line giving system allows you to set up automatic recurring  
contributions and to adjust the frequency and amount of your recurring gift at any time. Online Giving by ParishSoft.  

Q1 YOY Comparison    FY21  FY20 FY19 FY18 

Offertory (1)    361,999     385,092         427,253         383,789  

Donations & Other Ordinary Income         1,650          1,014              6,143           43,370  

Bequests/Grants       
            
2,500  

D&L Interest      11,159       23,682           21,861           21,317  

Appeal Refund              81,622                     -    

Liturgy & Music            330          3,010              2,319  
            
2,667  

Social Justice                -                   -                       -                       -    

Religious Education         8,715       32,812           16,646           17,908  

Recreation         

Special Ministries        31,835           32,597           34,165  

TOTAL INCOME (2)    383,853     477,445         588,441         505,716  

Liturgy & Music Expense      31,565       49,132           37,255           34,475  

Social Justice Expense (3)         1,419       20,547           10,487  
            
5,540  

Religious Education Expense      51,428       66,205           52,858           33,007  

Recreation         1,665        

Special Ministries Expense         1,682       11,129              9,174           26,731  

G&A Expense (4)    114,904     105,968           84,086         103,386  

Facilities Expense      46,998       81,490           77,407           44,543  

Rectory Expense      (3,384)      (1,848)          (1,842) 
            
1,730  

Archdiocese Assessment Expense (5)      79,709     108,153         113,714         120,541  

Capital Expense (6)      56,868       22,010           15,168  
                  
32  

TOTAL EXPENSES (7)    382,853     462,785         398,306         369,985  

NET     1,000    14,660     190,135     135,732  



PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

GREENERY SALE SUPPORTS STM SCHOOL  
Do you, your friends, family or corporate clients need a 
beautiful wreath, garland or centerpiece? Check out the 
STM Greenery Sales, where 15% goes to supporting our 
school! Free Shipping! Order online here  
https://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/249110  
to support our school.   
 
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING STM SCHOOL SUPPORT 

VETERANS! 
Thank you for your support in donating to our flag sales.  
The NJHS 8th grade students proudly put out the flags on 
the parish’s front lawn.  With the proceeds from you and 
our school families together, we were able to present a 
check to Spike’s K9 Fund for $1,360.  Our school was proud 
to celebrate our veterans and active-duty personnel 
through a special prerecorded program.  If you’d like to see 
or share our Veterans Day Celebration, it’s available on the 
Saint Thomas More Catholic School Decatur GA YouTube 
channel.   https://youtu.be/zSkEx-g7KQM  

 
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

HELP BEE RUNNION CELEBRATE HER BIRTHDAY! 
STM parishioner, Beatrice (Bee) Runnion, one of STM's  
oldest and most faithful parishioners, has a birthday (her 
96th) coming up on November 26. Like many STM  
parishioners, Bee has been isolated from her STM friends 
more than most.  We encourage you to send her a card or 
a note in care of:   
 
Helen O'Leary 
1177 Willivee Drive,  
Decatur, Georgia 30033.   
 
Helen will hand-deliver the cards to Bee. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STM LIVESTREAMING 
We are looking for several parishioners who are willing to 
be trained to operate the A/V system we use to livestream 
our Masses. If you are comfortable with technology and 
are familiar with the flow of the Mass and want to help, 
please email Joe Messina jmessina@stmga.org. 
 
 

E-MAIL/TEXT SCAM MAKING THE ROUNDS  
Several STM parishioners and staff have reported receiving 
what seems to be e-mailed/texted requests from Fr. Mark 
and others for money or other assistance. These are not 
legitimate! Repeat - NOT LEGITIMATE. Please ignore and 
immediately delete. 
 

BOOK OF THE NAMES OF THE DEAD 
The Book of the Names of the Dead will be in the narthex 
for the month of November. Parishioners are welcome to 
write the names of their beloved family members who 
have gone before us. 
 

OUTDOOR MASS EVERY SUNDAY 
Join us every Sunday—weather permitting—at 10:15 AM 
for Mass in the school parking lot. Bring your mask and 
chairs or a blanket. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/249110
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ADULT FAITH 
BRAVER ANGELS WORKSHOP RECAP 

On November 7 six STM parishioners participated in a Braver Angels workshop to 
discuss the issue of climate change. Braver Angels was founded in the wake of the 
2016 election as a forum to bring “Reds” (conservative) and “Blues” (liberal) together 
to discuss current issues and find common ground despite political differences. The  
Adult Faith Formation ministry at STM sponsored the workshop as a way to bring 
together parishioners with diverse political views to discuss a social justice issue 
and learn about each other’s perspectives on that issue.   The three hour workshop 
included one-on-one as well as group discussions between “Reds” and “Blues” on 
the issue of climate change. It culminated in a joint review of both groups ’ shared 
values, concerns and policy ideas.  The goal was to give participants the opportunity to ask questions about the others ’ 
beliefs and ideas, and to identify areas of agreement between the two groups.  “Braver Angels is a great antidote for the 
division and polarization we have in the country these days”, said parishioner Robert Weaver.  “We’ve forgotten how to 
disagree without being disagreeable, and forgotten that we have much more in common than we don ’t.   I’d recommend 
the program to anyone in the parish, and I hope STM puts on another workshop soon”.  Parishioner Alex Brown reflected 
that he "was reminded how civil dialogue and meaningful discussion can help us achieve a better understanding not only 
of one another, but also of the important realities facing our world today.  It helps us prepare for God's kingdom on earth 
and work together for the common good in the face of all the important issues that challenge humanity."  For more  
information about Braver Angels, go to braverangels.org.   
 

DAY OF REFLECTION: GIVING THANKS  

November 23 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Close this autumn season by taking time to pause and give thanks for what is right 
in your world. It is easy to overlook small graces during a year of so much change. 
Through scripture, music, and informed by the wisdom of St. Ignatius of Loyola, you 
will be led on this silent retreat to savor and appreciate the blessings of your lived 
experience. Open your heart to grow in gratitude and bring it back to those you 
love. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  

December 1, 2, 7, 8 or 9 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits 
you for your body, mind, and spirit. Your retreat director will lead prayer and  
contemplation for this Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with sacred 
words to ponder and pray. You will have times of silence and rest, a satisfying meal, 
and beautiful grounds to wander as you allow God to dwell deeply and speak  
tenderly to you. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

ADVENT EVENING OF REFLECTION 

Tuesday, December 15, 7-8:30 PM 
Spend an evening reflecting on the story of Advent and Christmas. Talks and guided 
prayer by Zoom. RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the Zoom link.  
 

VISIO AND LECTIO DIVINA—THE ART OF JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
January 26- March 16 
Course will be offered online via Zoom on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM 
This course explores two classical Christian spiritual practices: lectio divina 
(meditative reading and praying Scripture) and visio divina (meditation and 
prayer focusing on visual art). The art of John August Swanson will be the  
principal focus of the course as his serigraphs, paintings and poster work all 
have intense Scriptural references. Course participants will have the  
opportunity to deepen both visual and textual perception while also  
developing the practice of praying more attentively with attention to both text 
and image. Opportunity will be given for the exploration of other artists as 
well. Cost to participate: $125. Register: http://bit.ly/visiolectiocourse 

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/day-of-reflection-giving-thanks/
https://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

