
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM* 
*Office closes at noon on Fri. 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         December 6, 2020—Second Sunday of Advent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

This year we are supporting those in need through the 
STM Chapter of St. Vincent de Paul and Jerusalem 
House. Sign up for a gift on our website and drop off 
your wrapped gift in the narthex or parish office by 
Dec. 13. Thank you for your generosity!  
  stmgaparish.org/givingtree  

 

Thanks to all who contributed 
to our parish for #iGiveCatholic! 
We exceeded our goal thanks 
to you! All extra funds will go 
towards our Mulhern Hall  
renovation project.  

 

  Spend an evening reflecting on the story of Advent and        
Christmas. Talks and guided prayer by Zoom. RSVP at  
 stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the Zoom link.  

See page 6 for more information. 

https://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., Dec. 7   Alfredo and Miguel Ocampo †  
Tues., Dec. 8   Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Wed., Dec. 9  Rosalie Stafford †  
Thurs., Dec. 10  Jody Harrison †  
Fri., Dec. 11  Mary Kay and Art O’Malley †  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Charlotte Collins, John Rodriguez, Mary Maher, Shirley  
Roberts, Olivia Graiser, Rick Knoll, Kitty Giffin and Cathi  
Spornick 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
John William Poe, II, Joe Chaney, Guido Garayblas, Tom  
Theobald, grandfather of parishioner Melissa Fishbein, and 
Mary Jean Voegtlin, mother of STM staff member Stewart 
Voegtlin  
 

Pray for those who were recently baptized: 
Gunther Avery Ritchie  
 

Pray for those who made their First Eucharist: 
Isaac Ohlandt and Drew Simpson  
 

If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Tues., Dec. 8  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 PM—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Dec. 9  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM— Zoom—Contact mccolman@anamchara.com  
 
Thurs., Dec. 10  Ignatian Contemplation—12:00 to 12:15 PM—facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa/ 
   Divorce Group—6:30 PM to 8:00 PM—Narthex 
 
Sat., Dec. 12  Tai Chi—7:30 AM to 9:30 AM—Mulhern Hall 
 
Sun., Dec. 13  Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:15 AM—Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/  
   Racial Justice Retreat—1:00 PM to 4:00 PM—Church 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
It is Advent, and as the  
Scriptures exhort us, we are 
watching and waiting for  
Jesus to make himself seen 
and known.  The Jesus who 
reveals himself to us these 
days is not the infant in the 
manger in Bethlehem, or 
even the Jesus who walked 
the earth in his human body 
2000 years ago.  The Jesus who reveals himself is the 
Risen Jesus who is alive and who continues to be  
present and active in the world in ourselves and our  
brothers and sisters. 
 
Be attentive to him in the needs of others and in the 
impulse deep in your heart to attend to those needs.  
He feels like love. 
 
This Advent is unlike any in our memory.  We are  
keeping our distance from one another in our parish 
and larger community life, but keeping physical  
distance does not mean we should be aloof or  
unaware of one another’s needs. Parish Advent  
activities are fewer this year due to the pandemic,  
but there are still things you might do.   
 
Our Social Justice Committee is offering an Advent  
retreat on Sunday, December 13.  Interested  
parishioners can take this opportunity to reflect and 
pray with other STM folks on the issue of race relations 
in our community and whether we are doing enough 
as a parish to counter racial injustice.  For more  
information and to register, go to:   
www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/. 
 
Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center is offering several  
Advent Days of Reflection at its Sandy Springs location 
on December 7, 8, and 9 from 9am to 3pm.  Take a 
few hours to rest, reflect, and pray in an atmosphere 
of calm and quiet.  Register at: www.ignatiushouse.org.  
 
St. Thomas More is also offering an opportunity via 
ZOOM for reflection and Advent prayer the evening of 
Tuesday, December 15, from 7:00 PM till 8:30 PM.  This 
opportunity might appeal to those who are unable to 
get away from the workplace during daytime hours.  
Again, register at: www.stmga.org/adultfaith to receive 
the ZOOM link. 

 
 
 

STM staff member, Andy Otto, will lead People of 
Hope, an interactive conversation on Facebook about 
how to find God, that is, joy, in all things.  Tune in at:   
www.Facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse. 

Our traditional STM Giving Tree has gone virtual this 
year to better protect our parishioners from the  
coronavirus, but the idea is the same.  Instead of  
taking a tag with a gift suggestion from Christmas trees 
in the narthex, go online and sign up to give a gift to a 
needy adult or child who is served by St. Vincent de 
Paul or Jerusalem House.  Sign up at:  
www.stmgaparish.org/givingtree.  Return the wrapped 
gift to the boxes in the narthex or the parish offices by  
December 13. 

Finally, you can support STM school by purchasing  
Christmas greenery at: 
www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/249110.  The school 
receives 15% cash back on each sale. 

I encourage parishioners not to overlook the purpose 
of the Church’s Advent season in our haste to  
celebrate Christmas.  Live in the present moment.  
Find Jesus beckoning to you in that moment.  Stay with 
him there before moving on to the next present  
moment. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/
http://www.stmga.org/adultfaith
http://www.Facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse
http://www.stmgaparish.org/givingtree
http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/249110


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

PARISH FINANCES 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

MASSES ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

Noon (church) 
1:00 PM (STM parking lot) 
3:00 PM (STM parking lot) 
5:00 PM (gym) 
7:00 PM (gym) 
7:15 PM (church) 
9:00 PM (church) 
 

MASSES ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:00 AM (church) 
10:15 AM (STM parking lot) 
11:30 AM (church) 
 

For Masses in the STM parking lot and Masses in the gym, bring 
your own chairs and wear a mask at all times when on STM 
property. In the event of bad weather, Masses in the parking lot 
will be held in the STM gym. 
 

Reservations are required for all Masses in the church. To make 
a reservation, go to: stmgaparish.org/reservations. Reservations 
will open next week. 
 

Reservations are NOT required for outdoor Masses and Masses 
in the gym. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION DURING ADVENT 

Saturdays (12/5, 12/12 12/19) from 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 
Wednesdays (12/9, 12/16) from 7:00 PM-8:00 PM 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

December 13—Retirement Fund for Religious  
December 20—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
December 25—Christmas Day - Catholic Charities  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at: St. 
Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/
giving/  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


COMMUNITY NEWS     

L'ARCHE ATLANTA NEEDS YOUR HELP  

While you are doing your Christmas shopping this month, would you add L'Arche Atlanta to your list? L'Arche is a faith 
community for people with and without disabilities and they will soon open a second home and are in need of items, 
particularly new and like-new kitchen items, to make the house ready for its future residents.  
 
You can purchase items from their Amazon wish list, or use the list simply as inspiration to find your own deals or shop 
your own cabinets for items you aren't currently using. Amazon wish list: bit.ly/larchelist 
 
All items can be shipped/dropped off at the existing L'Arche house at 305 Mead Road, Decatur, 30030. If you have  
questions about items we are accepting, please contact rita@larcheatlanta.org.  

 

ADVOCACY IN 2021: PREPARING FOR THE WORK AHEAD 
Thurs., Dec. 10 at 7:00 PM  
This webinar, “Advocacy in 2021: Preparing for the Work Ahead,” is sponsored by the Office of Justice and Peace  
Ministries and the Georgia Catholic Conference. The program will look at reasons to advocate, how it ’s done and the  
issues. There will be three panelists, including Frank Mulcahy, director of the Georgia Catholic Conference. The webinar 
will include priorities for 2021, paying particular attention to those of the state of Georgia, but also featuring information 
about issues on the national and global stage. Contact: for information, email Jayna Hoffacker at jhoffacker@archatl.com 
or register at  http://tiny.cc/2021advocacy.  
 

POWER OF SILENCE  

Sat, Dec. 12; two online sessions, 9:00 AM and 1:00 PM; sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. In silence, 
hear God’s gentle voice, learn of grace and overflowing mercy. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 to register.   
 

PARISH LIFE, PANDEMICS, AND THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Wed., Jan. 13, 2021 from 7 – 8:30 PM  
2020 changed parish life in every conceivable way. Parish shutdowns resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic transformed 
liturgical practice while forcing Catholics to reconsider community life and participation. At the same time, uprisings for 
racial justice across the country have laid bare the ways in which the church has been complicit in the marginalization of 
Black Catholics and other Catholics of color. For the church, this year has marked a crisis in the original Greek sense of 
the word–a decisive turning point. 
 
In this webinar, participants will be invited to consider the fundamental ecclesiological questions raised by these new 
and emerging realities. In particular, we will examine how the Vatican II notion of the church as the people of God  
provides certain often-overlooked resources for a vision of parish life adequate to the challenges we face today.  
https://aquinas.emory.edu/ 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

"COME AND SEE": AN ADVENT RETREAT ON RACE 

AND PRIVILEGE 
The Social Justice Committee is hosting an Advent retreat 
on Sunday, December 13 from 1-5 PM. The season of  
Advent is a time of hope and preparation for the second 
coming of Christ, an intentional time to prayerfully express 
the deep longings of our hearts. These days we find a  
collective longing for racial justice in our country and in our 
church. Join us as we reflect in prayer and times of solitude 
on the ways the Spirit is leading us individually and as a 
parish community to journey toward racial justice and  
equity. Participants will need to read an article by Fr. Bryan 
Massingale in advance of the retreat. The retreat will take 
place at STM with an option to attend in-person or  
virtual. Those who participate virtually will be sent prompts 
for prayer and reflection on their own from 1-3 PM, and 
then join for virtual discussion from 3-5pm. Visit 
www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ for a link to the article 
and to register.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Corpus Christi Thrift Store at 4871 Memorial Drive in 
Stone Mountain is in need of volunteers to help stock and 
sell goods at the store. Call 404-292-4102 to find out how 
you can help. And don’t forget to shop at the SVdP Thrift 
Stores for your own home or your newly launched  
graduate. These stores are chock full of fantastic bargains. 
Find a store near you: svdpusa-thriftstore.org/find-a-thrift/  
 
Doing your Holiday shopping online? Don’t forget about the 
Shop to Give program that partners Amazon shoppers with 
St. Vincent dePaul charities. Check out this link to find out 
how to set up your Amazon account to automatically  
donate to SVdP with every purchase: 
svdpgeorgia.org/shop-to-give/  

http://bit.ly/larchelist
mailto:rita@larcheatlanta.org
mailto:jhoffacker@archatl.com
http://tiny.cc/2021advocacy


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 
NEED A WREATH? GREENERY SALE SUPPORTS STM 

SCHOOL  
Brighten up your home this season with beautiful wreaths, 
garland, and centerpieces or send as a gift! STM School  
receives 15% cash back on each sale. Free Shipping!  
Order online now and select your preferred delivery date:  
https://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/249110 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

 

VIRTUAL KINDERGARTEN Q&A FOR PROSPECTIVE 

PARENTS 
On Monday, Dec. 7th at 9:30am, join us in a unique  
admissions event for prospective parents of  
kindergarteners. Meet and engage with our kindergarten 
teachers to learn how our kindergarten students experience 
joy in learning, learn to find God in all things, and live their 
Catholic faith in action, all within the support of a loving 
community. Our K-8th Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
models the Jesuit traditions of the development of the whole 
child. Register at stmga.org 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP US LIVESTREAM? 

We are looking for several parishioners who are willing to 
be trained to operate the A/V system we use to livestream 
our Masses. If you are comfortable with technology and 
are familiar with the flow of the Mass and want to help, 
please email Joe Messina jmessina@stmga.org. This is also 
a great learning opportunity for 8th graders or high school 
students! 
 

OUTDOOR MASS EVERY SUNDAY 

Join us every Sunday—weather permitting—at 10:15 AM 
for Mass in the school parking lot. Bring your mask and 
chairs or a blanket. In the event of bad weather, the  
outdoor Mass will be moved into the gym. Bring your 
chairs and spread out on the gym floor. 
 

MULHERN HALL KITCHEN RENOVATIONS  

UNDERWAY 

Excavation took place for the new grease trap for the  
renovated Mulhern Hall. Workers also installed a new floor. 
Note that work continues on schedule despite the usual 
surprises for a project of this type. 

THANK YOU! 

Parishioner Bee Runnion, who recently celebrated her 96th 
birthday, thanks those parishioners who sent her birthday 
greetings.  Bee is doing well and hopes to greet us all in 
person soon.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Myles Preston McCauley was  
baptized at STM on Sun., Nov. 22. 
Shown here with parents Tyler  
Burton & Ashley Lester & Fr. Mark. 
 
 
Sophia and Frances Hawkins were  
baptized at STM on Sun., Nov. 22. 
Shown here with parents Jason & 
Alyssa Hawkins & Fr. Mark. 
 
 
 
Isaac Ohlandt did First Eucharist 
Wed., Nov. 25 during the 12:15 PM 
Mass. Shown here with parents 
Todd & Kerri, brothers Emmett & 
Hugh & grandmother Jeanne  
McFarland. 

https://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/249110
https://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:jmessina@stmga.org


ADULT FAITH 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

And that's a wrap on women's bible study for fall 
2020! We'll begin a new study Monday, January 25. 
Sign-up coming soon—new women always welcome! 
We will offer virtual and in-person options again.   

 

 

 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  

December 7, 8 or 9 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment 
awaits you for your body, mind, and spirit. Your retreat director will lead prayer 
and contemplation for this Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with  
sacred words to ponder and pray. You will have times of silence and rest, a  
satisfying meal, and beautiful grounds to wander as you allow God to dwell deeply 
and speak tenderly to you. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

BY SPECIAL INVITATION: 6TH ANNUAL “ATLANTA PRAYS” DAY OF REFLECTION 

December 11 @ 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  
A special Day of Prayer at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center with Atlanta Prays partners, supporters, ministers, and friends. 

Come away to Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center for a special day of prayer, quiet, rest, and worship … a time to hear 
The Voice of God in your hearts. This day is for all pastors, church and community leaders who would like to recharge  
and renew in a prayerful, sacred space.  It is an opportunity to enjoy 20 acres overlooking the Chattahoochee River to 
walk, rest, pray, and most importantly ‘Be Still and Know that I AM God.’ 

The day will offer short, 30-minute reflections at 10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM and 2 PM in the main chapel. Attend as your  
schedule permits. Bring your own bagged lunch to enjoy on the grounds (not in the chapels). Beverages will be provided 
throughout the day.  Limited to the first 22 registrations to allow safe social distancing. 

Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, a supporting partner of Atlanta Prays, is offering this day at no charge to you, but 
we encourage you to ‘pay it forward.’ Offer a donation to the Ignatius House “Ignatian Spirituality Project” — retreats for 
those transitioning from homelessness and addiction into hopeful new futures. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org 
 

“PEOPLE OF HOPE: FINDING JOY IN ALL THINGS” 
December 17 from 7-8:30 PM 
Facilitated by Andy Otto Join us live, every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
(EDT), on Facebook for interactive conversation about how to find joy in all things. 
Ask a question, find joy in others. Featuring host Andy Otto with the Jesuits and  
pastoral friends of Ignatius House. Or subscribe to the podcast on your favorite  
podcasting app. Tune in at Facebook.com/IgnatiusHouse 

 

 

VISIO AND LECTIO DIVINA—THE ART OF JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
January 26- March 16 
Course will be offered online via Zoom on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM 
This course explores two classical Christian spiritual practices: lectio 
divina (meditative reading and praying Scripture) and visio divina 
(meditation and prayer focusing on visual art). The art of John August 
Swanson will be the principal focus of the course as his serigraphs, 
paintings and poster work all have intense Scriptural references. Course 
participants will have the opportunity to deepen both visual and textual 
perception while also developing the practice of praying more  
attentively with attention to both text and image. Opportunity will be 
given for the exploration of other artists as well. Cost to participate: $125. Register: http://bit.ly/visiolectiocourse 

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/people-of-hope/2020-12-17/

