
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM* 
*Office closes at noon on Fri. 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
Due to COVID-19, the Sunday  
Nursery is currently closed.  

         December 20, 2020—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

Will there be Christmas? 
Of course! 

 
More silent and with more depth. More like unto the first one, when Jesus 

was born in solitude. 

Without many lights on earth but with the star of Bethlehem shining on 
paths of life in its immensity. 

Without colossal royal processions but with the humility of feeling as if we 
are shepherds, young and old, seeking the Truth. 

Without big tables and with bitter absences but with the presence of a God 
who will fill everything. 

Will there be Christmas? 

Of course! 

Without streets overflowing with people with our hearts burning for the 
One who is about to arrive. 

Without noise or festivals, complaints or stampedes … but living the  
Mystery without fear of the “COVID-Herod” that tries to rob us even of the 

dream of waiting. 

There will be Christmas because GOD is on our side and He shares, as 
Christ did in a manger, our poverty, trials, tears, anguish and  

orphanhood. 

There will be Christmas because we need a divine light in the midst of such 
darkness. COVID-19 will never be able to reach the heart or soul of those 

who put their hope and their high ideal in heaven. 

THERE WILL BE CHRISTMAS! 

WE WILL SING CHRISTMAS CAROLS! 

GOD WILL BE BORN AND WILL BRING US FREEDOM! 

Poem written by Fr. Javier Lopez 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

See page 6 of the bulletin for the complete schedule. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., Dec. 21      Ellen Stapleton † 
   Michael stapleton † 
Tues., Dec. 22  Katherine Garten † 
Wed., Dec. 23  Ania Mona Mamachan † 
 
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Joanne Collins, a former teacher at STM School, Patricia 
Shark, Libbie Brownloe, Phyllis (P J) McNeil, Ann  
Bryan, Carol Bayruns, Arleene Benoit and Neil Jones 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Elizabeth Cartiglia, Hellen Flanner, William Faurie, Maryann 
Ryan and Cathi Spornick 
 
 

If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Dec. 22  Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00 to 2:30 pm—Contact bachner@juno.com. 
 
Wed., Dec. 23  Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 to 8:30 pm— Zoom—contact    
   mccolman@anamchara.com  
 
Thurs., Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Masses:  
   Noon (church), 1pm (STM parking lot), 3pm (STM parking lot), 5pm (gym), 7pm (gym),  
   7:15pm (church), 9pm (church)  
 
Fri., Dec. 25  Christmas Masses:  
   9am (church), 10:15am (STM parking lot), 11:30am (church)  
 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Advent, of course, is a season 
of hope.  Christians patiently 
and confidently long for the 
good things that God  
promises to God’s people in 
and through Jesus:  the Jesus 
who walked the earth,  
healing and reconciling,  
feeding, and saving; the Risen 
Jesus who continues this  
ministry even now through his Body, the Church; and 
the Jesus who will come again at the end of time to 
bring God’s enterprise in the universe to completion. 
 
Below is a wonderful expression of Advent hope 
offered by Dr. Gennifer Brooks, a professor of  
Theology at the Garrett Evangelical Theological  
Seminary and president of the North American  
Academy of Liturgy.  I offer it to you for your reflection. 
 

Hope, love, joy and peace to each of you in this 
season of Advent. 
 
For me, Advent always speaks of hope above all 
things. And certainly, as we continue to be caught 
in the grip of the COVID-19 pandemic, as we see 
lack of integrity demonstrated by those (not simply 
the one) at the top of our society as a nation, as 
we continue to hear reports of inequality and  
injustice to individuals and groups, and as we  
continue to be starved for the close embraces of 
those we hold dear, hope is not simply a good 
thing.  It’s a necessary thing. 
 
I live in hope because regardless of the distance 
that separates us from one another, Christ, in 
whom I hope and in whom I put my trust, is never 
distant, but is always present. 
 
As we come to the closing of one and the opening 
of a new year, I hope and pray for an end to the 
death-dealing scourge called COVID-19. 
 
I hope and pray for a turn or return to civility,  
integrity, compassion and care for one another; 
and that we can find in each other common 
ground, common hopes and dreams that  
transcend the boundaries of race and gender,  
of politics and doctrines, of class and clan. 
 
 
 
 

I hope that the deep fissures gouged in the fabric 
and perhaps even the foundation of our  
communities and cities and states and nation, and 
the earthquake-like split that promises to tear us 
apart for all time be eliminated by an outward 
show of love from people like we are, who hear 
and respond to the divine call to love God and 
neighbor in all that we do. 
 
I hope that we can find our way or our way back 
to being for each other the friend that is ready to 
give and not count the cost, to labor for the good 
of all and not ask for any reward as the sage of 
old taught us. 
 
I hope also that the lessons learned in this time 
may move us to do better, be better, live and love 
better as the people of God. 
 
So what is your hope for these days? 
 
As the celebrations of Advent, Christmas, Hanuk-
kah, and Kwanzaa swirl around us, may the lights 
connected with each lighten the darkness that has 
tried, though unsuccessfully (thank God) to over-
take our world. 
 
May hope love, joy and peace be yours in your 
season and always. 
 
Gennifer Brooks, President 
North American Academy of Liturgy 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 or visit  
stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: Baptism classes are  
suspended for now. Links to the registration form and 
the safety protocols are available under Baptisms on the  
website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will continue to livestream all Masses (weekday and 
weekend) will be livestreamed assuming the availability 
of video equipment operators for parishioners who do 
not wish to or who are not able to return to Mass. 
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

PARISH FINANCES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

THE GIVING TREE 
"We can do no great things, only small things with great love.” 
~Mother Teresa 

Thank you to everyone who  
supported the Giving Tree this year. 
Once again, despite all the challenges 
of 2020, the STM community  
responded with generosity and  
kindness to make the holidays a little 
brighter for our neighbors in need. 
Over 500 gifts—toys, clothes,  
household items, gift cards for  
holiday meal and monetary  
donations—were collected and distributed to individuals and 
families supported by the St. Vincent de Paul and Jerusalem 
House.  Merry Christmas and best wishes for a happy and 
healthy New Year.  

CRISTO REY ATLANTA THANKS STM 
Ms. Camille Naughton, President of Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit 
High School, recently wrote to STM thanking STM parishioners 
for their continuing support of Cristo Rey students.  Ms.  
Naughton wrote:  "Thank you so much for your generous  
donation...to the Cristo Rey Atlanta Student Scholarship Fund.  
Your gift will once again be used to support Juliana Contreras, 
Fatou Manneh, Gabriel Rutherford Calderon, and Katrin White, 
wonderful young people whose lives will be forever changed by 
having the opportunity to attend a Cristo Rey school." 
 

STM CHAPTER OF THE ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY  
Volunteers at The STM Chapter of the St. Vincent dePaul Society 
have been busy assisting community members who have been 
negatively impacted by the pandemic. The CARES Act has also 
provided funds to DeKalb county residents who have been  
laid-off, terminated or furloughed due to COVID-19. More info: 
https://bit.ly/3qVcY3Z 

If you know a parishioner who needs support at this time, 
please encourage them to contact us at stm.svdp@gmail.com.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

December 20—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
December 25—Christmas Day - Catholic Charities  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

* Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket  

* Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at: St. 
Thomas More Church, 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

* Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/
mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com


COMMUNITY NEWS     

ARCHDIOCESAN DIRECTIVE REGARDING POLITICAL ADVOCACY 
Mr. Dennis Dorner, Sr., the Chancellor of the Archdiocese, has issued the following instruction to all priests, deacons, 
religious, and other Archdiocesan employees.  There should be no question regarding the policy of the Archdiocese  
regarding the public endorsement of candidates for political office by clergy and other employees of the Archdiocese in 
the upcoming run-off election. 
 

“As we are once again in the midst of a very contentious period with the upcoming runoff elections I want to take just a 
moment to remind you that as ordained members of the clergy and as employees of the Archdiocese of Atlanta (and its 
affiliates),  we should never make any kind of public political statement.  You can certainly encourage people to vote but 
it is completely inappropriate to endorse or vilify any position or candidate. 
 

I am aware that all of us have opinions.  As representatives of the archdiocese however, we are not to share opinions of 
this sort.  If you are identified in any way as clergy or employees of the Archdiocese of Atlanta or its affiliates on any of 
your social media platforms or in any of your public communications please keep all of this in mind. 

I pray that you all remain safe and blessed during this Advent Season.” 
 

VIRTUS ONLINE 
VIRTUS® Online is an online platform that provides researched articles to churches and other facilities across the country to 
help prevent wrongdoing and protect people from harm through education, training, and best practices.  The Archdiocese of 
Atlanta requires its employees to use these resources on a continual basis to establish a culture of awareness and provide clear 
guidelines on how to keep each other, especially the most vulnerable among us, safe.    
  
On occasion STM will publish a link to an article that has been published in VIRTUS. This will allow you to see the ongoing 
training required here at STM as well as give every parishioner the necessary tools we all need to protect and defend 
those around us.   

Preparing the Way: Adding to What You Already Have 
 

Advent should be a time of joy and preparation; not just simply the waiting time between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Read More: https://bit.ly/3a1kO5T 

 

 

PARISH LIFE, PANDEMICS, AND THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Wed., Jan. 13, 2021 from 7 – 8:30 pm  
Speaker: Susan Reynolds, Ph.D. , Assistant Professor of Catholic Studies at Candler School of Theology  

2020 changed parish life in every conceivable way. Parish shutdowns resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic transformed 

liturgical practice while forcing Catholics to reconsider community life and participation. At the same time, uprisings for 

racial justice across the country have laid bare the ways in which the church has been complicit in the marginalization of 

Black Catholics and other Catholics of color. For the church, this year has marked a crisis in the original Greek sense of 

the word–a decisive turning point. 

In this webinar, participants will be invited to consider the fundamental ecclesiological questions raised by these new 

and emerging realities. In particular, we will examine how the Vatican II notion of the church as the people of God  

provides certain often-overlooked resources for a vision of parish life adequate to the challenges we face today.  

https://aquinas.emory.edu/ 

 

AQUINAS DAY 
Thurs., Jan., 28, 2021 from 11:00–1:30 pm 

This annual event is held the last week in January, near the feast of St. Thomas Aquinas.  Aquinas Day provides the  

opportunity for younger theologians to be introduced to Emory and the greater Atlanta community expanding our vision 

into the future of theological thinking. 

Aquinas Day Schedule: 
11:05-12:00pm Worship Service 
12:00-1:30pm Afternoon Lecture 
Registration Link for Afternoon Lecture:  https://bit.ly/AquinasDay2021 
Lecture Title: Elevating Flesh: Womanist Ethics, Afro-Caribbean Carnival, and Divine Enjoyment 
Speaker: Nicole Symmonds 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/free_article.cfm?free_articles_id=1606
https://bit.ly/AquinasDay2021


PARISH NEWS       CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

SCHOOL NEWS 

ONE MORE LEFT! 
Did you miss the last Virtual Open House?  Do you want to 
learn more about St. Thomas More School? It’s not too late!  
We invite you to our final Virtual Open House on  
Wednesday, January 6th at 6:30 p.m. where you’ll learn how 
academic excellence, joyful learning and abundant faith are 
at the heart of all we do. Meet our faculty, hear from our 
students and parents, and have your questions answered.  
Register for our Virtual Open House at stmga.org.  We look 
forward to “seeing” you there! 

Interested in learning more? Register for our Virtual Open 
House at stmga.org  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM SAINT THOMAS MORE 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL! 
This Christmas season, as we reflect on our blessings, we 
thank God for YOU! May the miracle  of Christ ’s birth bless 
your life with special joy this season.  

For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 
 

MULHERN HALL KITCHEN RENOVATION UPDATE 

 

Workers installed a 
2000 gallon, 18 ton 
grease trap for the  
renovated and  
expanded Mulhern Hall 
kitchen last week. 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP US LIVESTREAM?  

We are looking for several parishioners who are willing to 
be trained to operate the A/V system we use to livestream 
our Masses. If you are comfortable with technology and are 
familiar with the flow of the Mass and want to help, please 
email Joe Messina jmessina@stmga.org. This is also a great 
learning opportunity for 8th graders or high school  
students!  

 

MASSES ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

Noon (church), 1:00 pm (STM parking lot), 3:00 pm (STM 
parking lot), 5:00 pm (gym), 7:00 pm (gym), 7:15 pm 
(church), 9:00 pm (church) 
 

MASSES ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:00 am (church), 10:15 am (STM parking lot), 11:30 am 
(church) 
 

For Masses in the STM parking lot and Masses in the gym, 
bring your own chairs and wear a mask at all times when 
on STM property. In the event of bad weather, Masses in 
the parking lot will be held in the STM gym. Reservations 
are NOT required for outdoor Masses and Masses in the 
gym. 
 

Reservations are required for all Masses in the church. To 
make a reservation, go to: stmgaparish.org/reservations.  
 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION DURING  

ADVENT 

Saturdays (12/5, 12/12 12/19) from 4:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Wednesdays (12/9, 12/16) from 7:00 pm-8:00 pm 
 

https://www.stmga.org/admissions1/important-admissions-dates/
https://www.stmga.org/
https://www.stmga.org/admissions1/important-admissions-dates/
https://www.stmga.org/
https://www.stmga.org/news/


ADULT FAITH 
3-NIGHT RETREAT: THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS: A GIFT FOR THE NEW YEAR  
December 28 at 6:00 pm to December 31 at 12:00 pm at Ignatius House 
Christmas, unlike any other holy day, there is a kind of a hush that comes… A clear and 
quiet solemnity… A moment of invitation and reflection that causes most people to 
pause and consider, if only briefly, what they believe about the coming and presence of 
God in their life and in our world. The Gift of The Son. This Gift reaches far beyond any 
particular custom or tradition, and it is profounder than the thoughts of any  
theologian. What, indeed, so inspires the human heart, our hearts, here and now at 
Christmas time? This Gift reveals that God not only created space and time: God  
entered them, became our flesh and blood, our kin, our child. Through this retreat, 
prepare to enter the New Year by reflecting on and praying with the great truth that is the Gift of Jesus ’ incarnation.  
Register at ignatiushouse.org 
 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS - A 6-WEEK CLASS 
Tuesdays, Jan. 5 - Feb. 9, 7-8:30 pm 
Ignatian Foundations will give participants a deeper understanding of the Ignatian 
worldview by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, discernment, Ignatian 
prayer, and Jesuit history. Classes will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian ministers,  
addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. $60 for the 
course. Registration closes December 31. Register through Ignatius House at  
bit.ly/ignatianfoundations.  
 

2-NIGHT RECOVERY RETREAT: CARRY THE MESSAGE: AA STEPS 11 AND 12  
January 1, 2021 @ 6:00 pm - January 3, 2021 @ 12:00 pm  
The last two steps in the AA 12 Step Program offer both a gift and a mission. The gift 
is an invitation to prayer to solidify our relationship with God as we understand him. 
The mission is to show by the way we live the hope and the promise of the Twelve 
Steps program, and the fellowship that comes with it. Prayer gives us a “glimpse of 
God’s will.” And the message we carry is that God, who is our Higher Power, can do 
with and for us what we cannot do for ourselves. That hope and promise we can 
share with others who themselves are addicted. Register at ignatiushouse.org 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This retreat is not suitable for anyone in acute withdrawal or initial 
stages of recovery. Please consult a behavioral health hospital. This retreat serves those seeking ongoing motivation for sobriety 
maintenance. 

This is a silent retreat.  Guests are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the retreat, including at meals, unless  
otherwise noted. 
 

3-NIGHT RETREAT: IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY –  ALLOWING GOD TO COME CLOSE 

January 14, 2021 @ 6:00 pm - January 17, 2021 @ 12:00 pm  
This is one clear Revelation: God wishes to be in relationship with humanity. The 
question each one of us needs to answer: “Do I wish to be in relationship with God?” 
If, “yes,” then what need I do to allow God to come close? This retreat will include 
presentations and suggested prayer exercises developed to assist a retreatant in  
discovering their desire for, and deepening their relationship with, God.  
 

This is a silent retreat.  Guests are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the 
retreat, including at meals, unless otherwise noted. 
 

VISIO AND LECTIO DIVINA—THE ART OF JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
January 26- March 16 
Course will be offered online via Zoom on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM 
This course explores two classical Christian spiritual practices: lectio divina 
(meditative reading and praying Scripture) and visio divina (meditation and prayer 
focusing on visual art). The art of John August Swanson will be the principal focus of 
the course as his serigraphs, paintings and poster work all have intense Scriptural 
references. Course participants will have the opportunity to deepen both visual and textual perception while also  
developing the practice of praying more attentively with attention to both text and image. Opportunity will be given for 
the exploration of other artists as well. Cost to participate: $125. Register: http://bit.ly/visiolectiocourse 

https://bit.ly/ignatianfoundations
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-recovery-retreat-carry-the-message-aa-steps-11-and-12/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/3-night-retreat-ignatian-spirituality-allowing-god-to-come-close/

