St. Thomas More
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Adult Faith Formation &
Education Spring 2021
All offerings are virtual unless specified otherwise.

Tuesdays, Jan. 5 - Feb. 9, 7:30pm, $60
Ignatian Foundations will give participants a deeper understanding of the
Ignatian worldview by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises,
discernment, Ignatian prayer, and Jesuit history. Classes will be led by Jesuits
and lay Ignatian ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer,
discernment, and freedom. $60 for the course. Registration closes December
31. Register through Ignatius House at bit.ly/ignatianfoundations. $60 fee for
the 6-week class.
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New Beginnings: An Evening of Re ection & Prayer
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 7-8:30pm
It’s a new year. Using themes of hopeful new beginnings, from the Old
Testament to the New, we will re ect on how our longing for renewal in our
own life nds its resonance in the story of God as presented in the Bible.
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the Zoom link.

IGNATIAN PRAYER
Friendship with God: An Exploration of Ignatian Prayer
Tuesdays, April 13, 20, and 27 at 7:30pm
Take a deep dive into the three primary forms of Ignatian prayer: meditation,
contemplation, and the Examen. Each week you will take a deep dive into the
roots of these prayer methods, hear Ignatius’ guidance from the Spiritual
Exercises, and have a guided prayer experience. Facilitated by Andy Otto.
Sign-up TBD.

Thursday Gospel
Contemplation
Thursdays, 12pm (Live on
Facebook)
Each week we invite you to pray
with the upcoming Sunday
gospel reading. Every Thursday at
12pm, Andy Otto will lead you
through a live guided prayer
using the Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. You
can access past recordings in the videos section of our Facebook page.

STM Coffeehouse sessions allow parishioners to present on a topic of their expertise,
often through the lens of their Catholic faith.
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Caravaggio's Jesus
Wednesday, Mar. 24 at 7pm
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Catholic Church’s most
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting her
carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus is eshy,
worldly---given and available to any onlooker. This was not the dust-veiled
Christ kept in icons, or whispered through Scripture’s cracked lips.
Caravaggio’s Christ is taken from the tavern, stolen from the street. His is the
face of the cobbler, the cardsharp, the curbside peddler. This was painter as

evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes rather than the ears, and
encouraging, above all, encounter.
Our conversation will explore several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and
how they may invite us to evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the
person of Jesus.
Presented by Stewart Voegtlin. RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive
the Zoom link.

These sharing groups allow space for safe conversation and sharing on a variety of
topics that affect our communities. A text will be used to center the group’s re ection.
Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.

Fratelli Tutti - Pope Francis’ Encyclical on Fraternal Love
Wednesdays, Feb. 24, Mar. 3, and Mar. 10 at 7:30pm
Read and re ect on Pope Francis’ 2020 encyclical letter on fraternity. Fr. Mark
will facilitate. Join by registering at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.

LENT
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Signs of Life - Why Church Matters
Thursdays, Feb. 25 - Mar. 25, 7:30pm
Explore the signs and symbols at the heart of
Christian worship: light, water, food, shelter, and
community. Over ve weeks, aided by video and
conversation, we will look at the riches of
Christian worship, liturgy and sacraments, and the
art and architecture of our worship spaces,
revealing the full meaning of these signs,
deepening our experience of Christian vocation and guiding us toward
ongoing conversion. Sign up at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.

Lenten Evening of Re ection
Sunday, Mar. 7 at 7pm
Spend an evening with the Lord as we re ect on the themes of the Lenten
season. There will be optional sharing at the end. Sign up at stmgaparish.org/
adultfaith to get the Zoom link.

SCRIPTURE
Women’s Bible Study
Mondays, 7-8:30pm, January 25 - March 29
Longing for a way to spiritually grow in the new year? Join other women in a
bible study called Jesus: The Way, The Truth, and the Life. We'll continue to
offer both virtual and socially distant group options, so sign up depending on
your preference! We hope this study will be a powerful way to journey with
Jesus from the cradle to the cross, as we'll nish the study as we enter Holy
Week 2021. Sign up and invite friends! Register at bit.ly/stmwomen2021.
Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick
Sundays, 10:15am
Discuss the weekly Sunday readings. The weekly scripture study group starts
virtually on August 16. Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the
Zoom link.
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Scripture Study with Louanne
Tuesdays, 1pm
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture reading from a historical and
theological perspective. Contact Louanne at bachner@juno.com to join.

