
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM* 
*Office closes at noon on Fri. 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting, in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  

         January 17th, 2021—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

Wednesday, Jan. 20 7-8:30 pm  
See page 5 for details. 

ARCHBISHOP HARTMEYER SPEAKS AGAINST  

THE VIOLENCE IN WASHINGTON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archbishop Gregory Hartmeyer released a statement condemning the  
violence at the nation's Capitol this week.   He called on all people of good 
will to commit to prayer for a peaceful transition as President-elect Joe 
Biden takes office and new members of Congress are sworn in, and he 
prayed for the safety of our elected officials, their staff, the security teams 
and those in attendance. 

He declared that the violence at the Capitol this past week was a  
direct attack upon the very principles upon which this nation was 
founded.  More to the point, he said, Catholic social teaching urges 
all men and women to recognize, respect and nurture the inherent 
dignity of each and every person, and that violence has no place in 
this work.   Archbishop Hartmeyer called on the Catholic community 
of Atlanta to commit to words and acts of peace and justice. 

His complete statement can be found in the Georgia Bulletin. 
https://georgiabulletin.org/ 

 
 

See page 6 of the  
bulletin for 2 open  

positions in the  
Parish Office. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Tues., Jan. 19   Dwi Hardjono †  
Thurs., Jan. 21  William Hsu  †  
   Margaret Pate † 
Fri. Jan. 22  Eugene O’Shea †  
 
Pray for those who were recently married: 
Hailey Morgan and Steven Rottman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., Jan. 19  Ignatian Foundations—7:30 to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Wed., Jan. 20  New Beginnings: An Evening of Reflection & Prayer—7:00 to 8:30pm—Zoom 
 
Sat., Jan. 23  Tai Chi—7:30 to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 
Tues., Jan. 26  Ignatian Foundations—7:30 to 9:00pm—Zoom      

Sat., Jan. 30  Tai Chi—7:30 to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Parish Office, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

In place of Fr. Mark’s usual remarks, we offer the 
words of Sarah Otto, STM parishioner and staff 
member at STM and Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat 
Center.  Sarah invites the women of STM to  
participate in a weekly Bible Study and conversation 
Monday evenings, beginning January 25 and  
continuing through March 29.   

The close proximity of the Christmas season and Lent 
can make the journey from the cradle to the cross a 
fairly abrupt journey, especially when Ash Wednesday 
falls rather early as it does this year. And yet in reality, 
it was 33 years before Jesus made his way to the 
cross; 30 of them lived primarily in obscurity. I love 
that St. Ignatius, in his Spiritual Exercises, encourages 
meditating on the hidden life of Jesus. As a parent of 
little ones, who can both test my patience and melt 
my heart simultaneously, I like to imagine what Jesus 
was like as a toddler. As he grew, what kind of  
interests developed? What were his friendships like? 
Who were figures outside of Mary and Joseph that 
were pivotal to his formation? The intimacy and  
commitment he demanded of his disciples makes me  
assume that many of those he called were already 
close companions in order to have that foundation of 
trust.  

Companionship was also a critical part of St. Ignatius’  
journey. Years before the Society of Jesus was  
officially formed, Ignatius and the “first companions,” 
as they’re called, took vows of poverty and chastity 
together. They were a group of friends who met in 
studies and shared a deep love for Jesus and felt 
called to companion together in the mission that 
flowed from that love. 

And companionship is an essential part of our own 
faith journey. We need people with whom we can  
explore the deep questions in our heart; we need 
communities that encourage us to bring the events 
and circumstances of our lives to our faith so that we 
can bring our faith to life. Companionship has been 
an integral part of my experience of women’s bible 
study at STM. Women in my group provide me a 
sense of accountability to my faith. Each week we dive 
into passages from scripture, we ask questions,  
explore how it pertains to our own life, and share 
prayer requests for the most pressing things in our 
hearts and world. And one of the strange gifts of this  
pandemic has allowed bible study to have an even 
more intimate feel. Rather than a large group meeting 
in Mulhern each week, we’ve transitioned to socially 
distant gatherings around fire pits in women’s  
 

backyards, or virtual gatherings from the comfort of 
each woman’s home. The intimacy gives me a sense 
of the early church, when followers gathered in house 
churches, breaking open Scriptures and transforming 
hearts and minds. 

If you’re seeking community, accountability in your 
prayer, and a better understanding of scripture, I  
encourage you to consider joining as we begin a new 
program on Monday, January 25. This year we’ll be 
doing a program called Jesus: The Way, the Truth and 
the Life. My hope is the program will be a good bridge 
in this Ordinary Time, a chance to learn more about 
the life of Jesus, both hidden and revealed, and to 
grow in companionship with him and with one  
another. 

Sign up here bit.ly/stmwomen2021!  

Questions? Contact Sarah Otto at sot-
to@ignatiushouse.org 

Sarah Otto 
 

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/StThomasMoreChurch1/Winter2021WomensBibleStudyAtSTM


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes are suspended for now. Links to the 
registration form and the safety protocols are available 
under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will livestream weekday and weekend Masses for 
persons unable to participate in person, if persons are 
available to operate the video equipment.  
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

PARISH FINANCES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

JERUSALEM HOUSE THANKS STM 

Charlie Frew, President and CEO at Jerusalem House, has sent 
STM parishioners a letter thanking us for our participation in 
the Christmas Giving Tree program.  Mr. Frew wrote:  "Please 
accept our gratitude...for providing Christmas gifts for our  
Family Program families....  Thank you for helping us provide 
hope, health, and brighter futures for the men, women, and 
children who call Jerusalem House 'home.'" 
 

REFUGEE YOUTH MENTORS NEEDED 
Catholic Charities Atlanta is actively looking for adult volunteers 
for our Refugee Youth Mentoring Program. 
 
Mentors must be at least 21 years old. Volunteers will be 
matched one-to-one with refugee youth between the ages of 
12 and 17. Mentors will act as self-esteem boosters, tutors, role
-models and friends, and assist and encourage refugee youth 
as they develop their skills and talents. 
 
Each mentor commits to meeting with their mentee virtually, 
due to the pandemic, once a week for at least two hours, for a 
one year duration. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

January 17—Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministries  
February 14—STM St. Vincent de Paul 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

Honoring the Lord with Our Gifts: You can create a tradition 
of giving in your family to the parish which supports you. To 
learn more about making a legacy gift to your parish  
endowment fund, please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic 
Foundation: jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440, or visit 
www.cfnga.org. 

POPE FRANCIS’ JANUARY PRAYER INTENTION 

Human fraternity. May the Lord give us the grace to live in full 
fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, 
praying for one another, open to all.  

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


COMMUNITY NEWS     

DAY OF REFLECTION: HONORING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  
January 18, 2021 @ 9:00am - 1:30pm  
Directed by Terresa Ford, MFA. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a multi-faceted man  
of God embodying Ignatian ideas such as contemplation and action. He fought for 
basic human rights for African Americans, the poor and the disenfranchised all of 
which stemmed from his deep spirituality. Come contemplate his legacy which  
extends to us all regardless of race, economic standing or title and reflect on your 
call in the movement for social justice. This morning of reflection will include guided 
reflections on his life with opportunities for silence and contemplation. Participants 
are encouraged to bring a journal. Register at ignatiushouse.org 
 

NEW BEGINNINGS: AN EVENING OF REFLECTION & PRAYER  
Wednesday, January 20 7-8:30pm  
It’s a new year. Using themes of hopeful new beginnings, from the Old  
Testament to the New, we will reflect on how our longing for renewal in our own life finds its resonance in the story of 
God as presented in the Bible.  Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the Zoom link.  
 

2-NIGHT WEEKEND RETREAT 
January 22 @ 6:00pm - January 24 @ 12:00pm  
Directed by Sarah Otto, M.Div. Rest and renew heart, mind, and soul on a 
weekend retreat at Ignatius House. Your  
retreat will draw from a nearly 500-year-old tradition called “Ignatian spir-
ituality,” developed from the life and prayer of Spanish soldier-turned-
saint Ignatius of Loyola. Ignatian spirituality invites us into a life-giving rela-
tionship with God and neighbor through prayer and contemplation. Register at ignatiushouse.org. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays, 7-8:30pm, January 25 - March 29 
Longing for a way to spiritually grow in the new year? Join other women in a bible study called Jesus: The Way, The Truth, 
and the Life. We'll continue to offer both virtual and socially distant group options, so sign up depending on your  
preference! We hope this study will be a powerful way to journey with Jesus from the cradle to the cross, as we'll finish 
the study as we enter Holy Week 2021. Sign up and invite friends! Register at bit.ly/stmwomen2021.  
 

VISIO AND LECTIO DIVINA—THE ART OF JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
January 26—March 16 
Course will be offered online via Zoom on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 pm. This course explores two classical Christian spir-
itual practices: lectio divina (meditative reading and praying Scripture) and visio divina (meditation and prayer focusing 
on visual art). The art of John August Swanson will be the principal focus of the course as his serigraphs, paintings and 
poster work all have intense Scriptural references. Course participants will have the opportunity to deepen both visual 
and textual perception while also  
developing the practice of praying more attentively with attention to both text and im-
age. Opportunity will be given for the exploration of other artists as well. Cost to partic-
ipate: $125. Register: bit.ly/visiolectiocourse 
 

FRATELLI TUTTI—POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL ON FRATERNAL LOVE 
Wednesdays, February 24, March 3, and March 10 at 7:30pm 
Read and reflect on Pope Francis’ 2020 encyclical letter on fraternity. Fr. Mark will facili-
tate. Join by registering at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  

ADULT FAITH 

YOUNG ADULT MINDFUL MOVEMENT & PRAYER: A VIRTUAL MINI-RETREAT FOR WOMEN 

January 24, 2021, 3-6 pm 
During this virtual mini retreat, young adults will be guided through yoga postures and prayer, and invited to reflect  
individually through journaling and to connect and share with others in community. By focusing on breath and postures, 
we can be intentional about how we move our bodies, and by turning inward, more easily clue into where God may be 
calling us. The retreat is free and open to all women in their 20s and 30s. Register: www.charis.org/movement2021.html 

YOUNG ADULT 

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/day-of-reflection-honoring-dr-martin-luther-king-jr/
https://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life
http://bit.ly/stmwomen2021
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 
MUNCH AND LEARN! 
What’s the most yummy way to end a geography unit on 
landforms? Edible landforms! Our second graders bring in 
ingredients from home and build at least 5 different land-
forms out of edible items. They look forward to this delicious 
and creative way to showcase what they’ve learned about 
different landforms and bodies of water, and then they can 
snack on their project when they’re done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASKS WITH A MESSAGE 

“Love” and “Be Kind” were common themes for students’ 
“Masks with a Message” project in Art class.  Thank you,  
students, for the reminder of how important it is to spread 
love.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news 

WE ARE HIRING! 
Parish Administrative Assistant – Full time position 
Serves as liaison between the pastor and parishioners. 
Organizes office operations and procedures, maintains sac-
ramental records, prepares and coordinates scheduling of 
parish events, and handles routine office tasks.  Must be 
able to multitask.  Submit resume and salary requirements 
to cpalmer@stmga.org.  No phone calls. 
 
Parish Receptionist – part-time position 
Answers phones, greets visitors and handles routine office 
tasks.  Work schedule is flexible hours between 9am – 4pm 
3 days a week for a maximum of 19 hours per week.   
Submit resume and salary requirements to  
cpalmer@stmga.org.  No phone calls.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERTORY 
Thank you to all who contributed to our 2020 Christmas  
Flower Offertory. Donations were made in memory/honor 
of the following: 
Sharon Ann Goerty Coniglio 
John and Gloria Nykvist 
Jessie Thornhill 
Marie Thompson 
Robert W. Krick and Bobby (Robert) Krick II 
John Duffy 
John and Jadwiga Pacyniak 
 
 
 
 

MAKING SENSE OF THE ATTACK ON THE U.S.  

CAPITOL  
Parishioners who are distraught over the attack on the U.S. 
Capitol last week may find the insight of Fr. Bryan  
Massingale and Fr. Matt Malone, S.J. helpful:   
https://bit.ly/3qazc0m. This appeared in the January 7 issue 
of America Magazine.  
 

CANCER SEWING GROUP 
We are in desperate need of cotton sheets as some of our 
members are still sewing pads for Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Cancer Home.  Mattress pads, comforters are not 
something we can use only sheets, no draperies either. 
100% cotton quilting material would be ok.  If you have 
something we could use, please place it on a bench in the 
narthex with “cancer sewing” sign on it. Thanks for helping 
us continue to help out the Home.  

 

CAN YOU HELP US LIVESTREAM?  
We are always looking for parishioners who are willing to be 
trained to operate the A/V system we use to livestream our 
Masses. If you are comfortable with technology, are familiar 
with the flow of the Mass and want to help, please email Joe 
Messina jmessina@stmga.org. This is also a great learning 
opportunity for 8th graders or high school students!  
 

 

 

https://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:cpalmer@stmga.org
mailto:cpalmer@stmga.org


YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

32ND ANNUAL MASS FOR THE UNBORN  
Due to the recent spike in COVID-19 cases, we have been advised by medical professionals to offer the 32nd Annual 
Mass For the Unborn virtually. 
  
The Mass will be aired on Friday, January 22, at noon on the archdiocesan Facebook page www.facebook.com/archatl, as 
well as the archdiocesan Vimeo page vimeo.com/archatl/ (it will not appear until then). 
  
Registrations are no longer required for this event as this is no longer an in person Mass. Please spread the word. We 
hope you will join us virtually. Please check our webpage for any other updates on this event. archatl.com  
 

CATECHIST CERTIFICATION COURSE  

Saturdays, Jan. 23-April 3; 9:30-11:30am 
Online sessions by Holy Spirit College; Atlanta. This basic catechist course equips beginning catechists with sufficient 
background knowledge and skills to begin teaching elementary and adolescent aged children. Topics of discussion  
include the spirituality of the catechist; overviews of scripture, of Catholic morality, of Church history, and of liturgy and 
the sacraments among others. Cost is $100. Contact: for details visitholyspiritcollege.org  
 

AQUINAS DAY 2021 

Thursday., Jan., 28, 2021 from 11:00–1:30pm 
This lecture explores how Trinidad Carnival serves as a practice of liberation among Black women in the 21st century 
who craft practices that challenge the intersecting oppressions of race, class, gender and sexuality. These practices of 
liberation clarify the significance of the corporeal body of the Black woman, the unifying effect of music, the healing im-
pact of ecstatic dance and the connection to God that divine enjoyment of this nature enables.  
Registration and webinar link:  https://bit.ly/AquinasDay2021 
Lecture Title: Elevating Flesh: Womanist Ethics, Afro-Caribbean Carnival, & Divine Enjoyment. Speaker: Nicole Symmonds 
 

CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX LECTURE  

Tuesday, February 23, 7:30pm-9:00 pm  

Voices of the Liturgy: A Conversation on Ancient Traditions in Orthodox Worship—Orthodox churches are known for the 
beauty of their worship. Especially powerful, in any of their languages, is the sound. Orthodox liturgies are a tapestry of 
song, adorned with hymns, musical prayers, melodic responses, chanted refrains and intoned sacred readings. Susan 
Ashbrook Harvey is a scholar of ancient Byzantine Christianity, both Greek and Syriac. In this presentation, she explores 
the historical tradition of worship as a musical weaving to which all participants – clergy, choirs and laity – contribute with 
sounding voice.  Registration and webinar link: bit.ly/catholic-orthodox2021  
 

DISMANTLING RACISM TRAINING 

The Center for Racial Healing is offering online trainings on dismantling racism, seeking to "increase racial understanding, 
healing and reconciliation.” This is especially recommended for any lay leaders in our parish. Trainings from 9am to 4pm 
on Zoom. There is no charge to participate. See available dates at centerforracialhealing.org/training.  

VIRTUS ONLINE 
VIRTUS® Online is an online platform that provides researched articles to churches and other facilities across the country 
to help prevent wrongdoing and protect people from harm through education, training, and best practices.  The  
Archdiocese of Atlanta requires its employees to use these resources on a continual basis to establish a culture of  
awareness and provide clear guidelines on how to keep each other, especially the most vulnerable among us, safe. Read 
the most recent articles that have been published in VIRTUS here: www.virtusonline.org/ 

STM CONFIRMATION MASS: LECTORS/SERVERS NEEDED  
We invite parishioners to participate in STM's Confirmation Mass on Monday, February 1 at 7:00 pm. We require: two  
lectors, four servers, and two to bear the Bishop's mitre and crozier. If you'd like to participate, please sign up here:  
www.stmgaparish.org/confirmation 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We need adult volunteers to serve as ushers at First Reconciliation from 9:00 am until 2:30 pm. If interested, please  
contact Stewart Voegtlin via email at svoegtlin@stmga.org.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

https://holyspiritcollege.org/
https://bit.ly/AquinasDay2021
https://emory.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_txBTtRkwQLqDBRcVw6Yxfg
https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/training

