
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM* 
*Office closes at noon on Fri. 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting, in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  

         January 24th, 2021—3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 
 

See page 6 of the  
bulletin for 2 open  

positions in the  
Parish Office. 

 

NOW ACCEPTING  

APPLICATIONS FOR THE 

2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Applications are due Feb 19th. 
Apply at stmga.org. 
See page 6 for more details.  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Mondays, 7-8:30 pm, January 25 - March 29 
Longing for a way to spiritually grow in the new 
year? Join other women in a bible study 
called Jesus: The Way, The Truth, and the Life.  
Register at bit.ly/stmwomen2021.  
See page 5 for more details. 

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”- Mark 1:17 

Jesus’ call to “Follow me” is a call to all Christians!  The call is in the here 
and now, in our present circumstances, not when we think we are 
“ready” or have everything in order.  Good stewardship of our  
God-given gifts means that things aren’t always going to go according 
to our schedule and that God has a much better plan in store for each 
of us. 

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life
http://bit.ly/stmwomen2021


 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
 
Mon., Jan. 25  Patricia Bryant †  
Tues., Jan. 26  Linda White  
Wed., Jan. 27  Mary Ann Nemchick † 
Thurs., Jan. 28  Jack Costello † 
Fri., Jan 29  Margarita Darawan  
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Shirley Roberts, parishioner 
Elsa Rojas, mother of parishioner Claudette Carrion  
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Angie Cebulski (and family) 
Margarita Darawan  
Danny Rockecharlie, parishioner  
Michael Andrew Wade, Jr. (grandson of parishioners Mary 
and Jim Rutherford  
 
 
If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., Jan. 25  Women’s Bible Study—7:00 to 8:30 pm 
 
Tues., Jan. 26  Ignatian Foundations— 7:30 to 9:00pm—Zoom      

Sat., Jan. 30  Tai Chi—7:30 to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 
Mon., Feb. 1  Women’s Bible Study—7:00 to 8:30 pm 
 
Tues., Feb. 2  Ignatian Foundations— 7:30 to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Parish Office, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

First, I am hopeful that the inauguration of Joe Biden as 
president this past week will mark the end of a rancorous 
year of campaigning and the beginning of a national  
reconciliation.  I don’t know anyone who approached the 
recent elections indifferently.  It seemed that everyone  
had chosen a side and was defending it fiercely. 
 
Our parish community, unfortunately, experienced some 
of this tension.  I personally experienced hostility—almost 
always communicated anonymously—from some  
parishioners over homilies that some thought overly  
political.  On another occasion, I was accused in several 
emails of favoring one political candidate when a large 
campaign banner appeared on the STM property one 
morning.  Neither I nor any STM staff person placed the 
banner there, and whoever hung the banner did so  
without my knowledge or permission.  I removed it as  
soon as I learned of its presence. 
 
Of course, Tim and I have stated repeatedly that to  
advocate for or against any political candidate or political 
party is improper and contrary to Church teaching and 
Archdiocesan policy.  We have tried hard to be faithful to 
these proscriptions.  To be sure, we have not hesitated to 
speak out against manifest injustice and against public  
policies that the US bishops have determined to be  
contrary to the Gospel.  But it is the Gospel we proclaim, 
not any partisan ideology.   
 
If I have overstepped the line in this regard and  
unnecessarily contributed to the divisions between us,  
I apologize sincerely and hope to do better. 
 
Still, I am not so naïve that I believe that, simply because 
the political campaign is over, the animosities and  
suspicions the campaign brought to light will go away.  
Reconciliation requires transformed hearts, a strong will, 
and hard work.  It is my hope that we can put aside our 
political differences and let what unites us, specifically the 
shared Spirit of Jesus, have its way.  As Archbishop  
Hartmeyer recently wrote: “Catholic social teaching helps 
us focus our efforts on building a just society. In it, we are 
urged to recognize, respect and nurture the inherent  
dignity of each and every person. Violence has no place in 
this work.  The divisive rhetoric we have witnessed during 
these last few months is corrosive and dangerous. I call on 
our Catholic community to commit to words and acts of 
peace and justice.” 
 
Second, the work to improve Mulhern Hall is complete.  
The kitchen has been enlarged, and the old equipment has 
been replaced.  The flooring and the audio/visual system 
are new, the interior has been painted, windows have 
been re-caulked, and outside drainage has been improved.  
I am very pleased with how the project turned out.  I am 
confident that, when we are once again able to gather to 
share a common meal, the renovated Hall will prove to be 
a useful tool in building up our community.  Your financial 
gifts to the parish made this project possible.  Thank you! 

Third, by now parishioners know that both Charlotte  
Collins and Corky Pagoria, our beloved front office staff, 
are on extended leave for health reasons.  So that we can 
continue to operate effectively, we will be hiring two  
persons to take their places.  When Corky and Charlotte 
are able to return, we will make room for them.  In the 
meantime, parishioners may want to drop them a note.  If 
so, simply drop your notes at the parish offices and we will 
pass them on to them. 
 
Fourth, I want to recognize the good service two  
parishioners have given to the parish: Maggie Ericson and 
Helen O’Leary.  Maggie has taken the lead in decorating 
the church for holiday celebrations for many years.  She 
and those who have assisted her have greatly thereby  
enriched our liturgies.  Maggie has decided that it is time 
for someone else to step forward and take up this task.  
Helen has been training and scheduling lectors at our 
weekend Masses for several months.  This has not been 
easy during the pandemic when many are hesitant to 
come to Mass.  I thank Helen and Maggie for their good 
service. 
 
And finally, let me share a very consoling recent  
experience.  This past week, we received a signed,  
hand-written “thank you” note with $100 in cash tucked 
inside.  The note read:  “We are forever grateful for your 
assistance during a challenging time in our lives.  Please 
accept this small token of appreciation.”  It seems that the 
parish had extended some financial assistance to this  
particular family well over a year ago.  Clearly, they have 
gotten back on their feet and wanted to show their  
gratitude.  Thank you to all you parishioners whose  
financial support allows us to care for others in your name. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes are suspended for now. Links to the 
registration form and the safety protocols are available 
under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will livestream weekday and weekend Masses for 
persons unable to participate in person, if persons are 
available to operate the video equipment.  
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

PARISH FINANCES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY  
January is officially Declutter Your Home Month…Do you have 
excess cookware, dishes, glasses, or lamps?  Or maybe you 
have some lightly worn clothes that would fit someone 
else?  Maybe your kids have outgrown some toys or games. 
Consider bringing them to one of the nearby St. Vincent DePaul 
Society Thrift Stores:  4871 Memorial Drive, Stone Mountain, or 
4974 Lawrenceville Hwy, Lilburn.  Check online for store hours.  
 
If you need a large item picked up, call the donation line at  
678-892-6162  

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

February 14—STM St. Vincent de Paul 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

“For where your treasure is there will be your heart also.”  
- Matthew 6:21  
As Christians we know we take nothing with us after we are 
gone. Making or updating your will would be a good new 
year’s resolution to ensure your possessions provide for 
good. Please remember your parish endowment fund in 
your will or estate plans. Plan your will online for free, at 
www.cfngalegacy.org. For more information, please contact 
Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation: jgreco@cfnga.org or 
404-497-9440. 
 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


COMMUNITY NEWS     

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays, 7-8:30 pm, January 25 - March 29 
Longing for a way to spiritually grow in the new year? Join other women in a bible study called Jesus: The Way, The Truth, 
and the Life. We'll continue to offer both virtual and socially distant group options, so sign up depending on your  
preference! We hope this study will be a powerful way to journey with Jesus from the cradle to the cross, as we'll finish 
the study as we enter Holy Week 2021. Sign up and invite friends! Register at bit.ly/stmwomen2021.  
 

VISIO AND LECTIO DIVINA—THE ART OF JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
January 26—March 16 
Course will be offered online via Zoom on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 pm. This course 
explores two classical Christian spiritual practices: lectio divina (meditative reading 
and praying Scripture) and visio divina (meditation and prayer focusing on visual art). 
The art of John August Swanson will be the principal focus of the course as his seri-
graphs, paintings and poster work all have intense Scriptural references. Course par-
ticipants will have the opportunity to deepen both visual and textual perception 
while also developing the practice of praying more attentively with attention to both 
text and image. Opportunity will be given for the exploration of other artists as well. Cost to participate: $125. Register: 
bit.ly/visiolectiocourse 
 

FRATELLI TUTTI—POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL ON FRATERNAL LOVE 
Wednesdays, February 24, March 3, and March 10 at 7:30 pm 
Read and reflect on Pope Francis’ 2020 encyclical letter on fraternity. Fr. Mark will facilitate. Join by registering 
at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

SIGNS OF LIFE –  WHY CHURCH MATTERS 
Thursdays, Feb. 25 – Mar. 25, 7:30 pm 
Explore the signs and symbols at the heart of Christian worship: light, water, food, shelter, and community. Over five 
weeks, aided by video and conversation, we will look at the riches of Christian worship, liturgy and sacraments, and the 
art and architecture of our worship spaces, revealing the full meaning of these signs, deepening our experience of  
Christian vocation and guiding us toward ongoing conversion. Sign up at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 
Sunday, Mar. 7 at 7:00 pm 
Spend an evening with the Lord as we reflect on the themes of the Lenten season. There will be optional sharing at the 
end. Sign up at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to get the Zoom link.  
 

CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS 
Wednesday, Mar. 24 at 7:00 pm 
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Catholic Church’s most effective evangelists by decontextualizing 
iconography and subverting her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio ’s Jesus is fleshy, worldly—
given and available to any onlooker. This was not the dust-veiled Christ kept in icons, or whispered through Scripture’s 
cracked lips. Caravaggio’s Christ is taken from the tavern, stolen from the street. His is the face of the cobbler, the  
cardsharp, the curbside peddler. This was painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes rather than 
the ears, and encouraging, above all, encounter. Our conversation will explore several of Caravaggio ’s depictions of 
Christ, and how they may invite us to evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus. Presented by 
Stewart Voegtlin. RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to receive the Zoom link. 
 

ADULT FAITH 

YOUNG ADULT MINDFUL MOVEMENT & PRAYER: A VIRTUAL MINI-RETREAT FOR WOMEN 

January 24, 2021, 3-6 pm 
During this virtual mini retreat, young adults will be guided through yoga postures and prayer, and invited to reflect  
individually through journaling and to connect and share with others in community. By focusing on breath and postures, 
we can be intentional about how we move our bodies, and by turning inward, more easily clue into where God may be 
calling us. The retreat is free and open to all women in their 20s and 30s. Register: www.charis.org/movement2021.html 

YOUNG ADULT 

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life
http://bit.ly/stmwomen2021
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 
ARTISTIC EXPRESSIONS HONOR DR. MARTIN  

LUTHER KING, JR.  
Each year, the Archdiocese of Atlanta  
selects winners from their Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day poster and essay contest  
entries from all their Catholic elementary 
and middle schools.  We’re excited to  
announce Finn, a second grader, as the 
first place winner of this year’s poster 
contest, and eighth grader Abigail was the 
second place winner of the essay contest.  
You can hear Abigail’s essay on our 

YouTube channel - Saint Thomas More Catholic School  
Decatur GA. 

The purpose of the contest is “to encourage student  
awareness of Dr. King’s conviction for love and peaceful 
communities that uphold the sacred value of all lives within 
them. This year’s theme invited our children to prayerfully 
reflect on the meaning of the scriptural passage Isaiah 61:3 
and compare it with Dr. King’s promotion of love, equality 
and brotherhood. Reflecting on the scriptural passage, Dr. 
King’s example of peaceful leadership and ministry, and the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, please consider and  
depict: How can we come together as a community to find 
the power in love that Jesus preached and taught through 
the example of His life?  How can we serve as examples and 
encourage others to fight for justice as living signs of God’s 
love, mercy, peace and joy for all?”   
 
Isaiah 61:3 -“They will be called oaks of justice, the planting of 
the Lord to show his glory.”  

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2021-22 

SCHOOL YEAR  
Our Admissions Office is in full swing giving tours to,  
answering questions for, and accepting applications from  
prospective families.  We are pleased to offer prospective 
parents an in-person tour to show you our vibrant school in 
action, and our Admissions portal is on-line to make it an 
easy process to submit an application. You may submit an 
application for the 2021-22 school year at stmga.org.  If you 
have any questions about our Admissions process, please 
contact Eileen Maron: Admissions@stmga.org or  
404-373-8456, x-110.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more School News, please visit stmga.org/news  
 

WE ARE HIRING! 
Parish Administrative Assistant – Full time position 
Serves as liaison between the pastor and parishioners. 
Organizes office operations and procedures, maintains sac-
ramental records, prepares and coordinates scheduling of 
parish events, and handles routine office tasks.  Must be 
able to multitask.  Submit resume and salary requirements 
to cpalmer@stmga.org.  No phone calls. 
 
Parish Receptionist – part-time position 
Answers phones, greets visitors and handles routine office 
tasks.  Work schedule is flexible hours between 9am – 4pm 
3 days a week for a maximum of 19 hours per week.   
Submit resume and salary requirements to  
cpalmer@stmga.org.  No phone calls.  
 

STM BLOOD DRIVE 
Sunday, March 7th from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm, 
Mulhern Hall 
To schedule an appointment to donate, please 
visit redcrossblood.org and use the sponsor 
code “sttmcc”.  
 

Download the Blood Donor App | RedCrossBlood.org |  
1-800-RED CROSS 
 
 
 

CANCER SEWING GROUP 
We are in desperate need of cotton sheets as some of our 
members are still sewing pads for Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Cancer Home.  Mattress pads, comforters are not 
something we can use only sheets, no draperies either. 
100% cotton quilting material would be ok.  If you have 
something we could use, please place it on a bench in the 
narthex with “cancer sewing” sign on it. Thanks for helping 
us continue to help out the Home.  
 

STM SPRING SOCCER 
The Fall season for STM soccer was a huge success! Hoping 
to have more players and coaches join the program. Spring 
registration is now open! 
 

The goal for this program is to bring the parish and school 
children together to play against other parochial schools in 
the Catholic Metro Soccer League (CMSL) around Metro 
Atlanta.  The program will have teams from kindergarten 
through 8th grade with girls and boys teams.  The teams are 
formed by grade level and older grades are grouped to-
gether [K (U6), 1st (U7), 2nd (U8), 3rd/4th (U10), 5th/6th (U12), 
7th/8th Coed (U14)].  Practices will be held at STM fields. 
This program will be all volunteered based thus the need 
for coaches.  Players that play academy soccer are  
encouraged to play with other parishioners and their  
classmates with the understanding that some STM soccer 
events might be missed. Register here: bit.ly/3p0zeb6 

mailto:Admissions@stmga.org
https://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:cpalmer@stmga.org
mailto:cpalmer@stmga.org


YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

TOWN HALL ON HUNGER AND JUSTICE 
Tuesday., Jan. 26, 2021 at 5:00 pm 
Virtual event sponsored by Justice and Peace Ministries of the Archdiocese of Atlanta. Reflect and dialogue on global  
hunger and justice with Archbishop Gregory Hartmayer, OFM Conv., and learn about the work of Catholic Relief Services. 
Contact: register online at http://tiny.cc/aoatownhall or contact Jayna Hoffacker at jhoffacker@archatl.com.  
 

AQUINAS DAY 2021 

Thursday., Jan., 28, 2021 from 11:00–1:30pm 
Elevating Flesh: Womanist Ethics, Afro-Caribbean Carnival, & Divine Enjoyment—This lecture explores how Trinidad  
Carnival serves as a practice of liberation among Black women in the 21st century who craft practices that challenge the 
intersecting oppressions of race, class, gender and sexuality. These practices of liberation clarify the significance of the 
corporeal body of the Black woman, the unifying effect of music, the healing impact of ecstatic dance and the connection 
to God that divine enjoyment of this nature enables. Registration and webinar link:  https://bit.ly/AquinasDay2021 
 

BEFRIENDING FEAR:  

Sat, Jan. 30; two online sessions, 9:30 am and 1:30 pm  
Sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. Fears must be faced and even embraced to grow and expand. It is 
not an easy journey, but worth it. Contact the retreat house at 770-760-0959 or visit trappist.net to register.   
 

ANGELS UNAWARES SCULPTURE EXHIBITION  

Jan. 7-Feb. 3 
Holy Spirit Preparatory School, 4449 Northside Drive, Atlanta. This sculpture embodies the church ’s teachings on  
immigration and celebrates the many contributions of migrants and refugees to society. Visitation is open 9:00 am-9:00 
pm Monday through Saturday and 2:00 pm -9:00 pm on Sundays. The sculpture is located at the upper school quad.  
Visit hsccatl.com/angels for more information.   
 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT  

Feb. 12-14  
Sponsored by Post Abortion Treatment and Healing (PATH). This retreat helps women and men who are struggling with 
the grief of abortion find peace and inner healing. Safety guidelines due to the coronavirus will be followed. Contact:  
404-717-5557 or visit healingafterabortion.org.  
 

CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX LECTURE  

Tuesday, February 23, 7:30pm-9:00 pm  

Voices of the Liturgy: A Conversation on Ancient Traditions in Orthodox Worship—Orthodox churches are known for the 
beauty of their worship. Especially powerful, in any of their languages, is the sound. Orthodox liturgies are a tapestry of 
song, adorned with hymns, musical prayers, melodic responses, chanted refrains and intoned sacred readings. Susan 
Ashbrook Harvey is a scholar of ancient Byzantine Christianity, both Greek and Syriac. In this presentation, she explores 
the historical tradition of worship as a musical weaving to which all participants – clergy, choirs and laity – contribute with 
sounding voice.  Registration and webinar link: bit.ly/catholic-orthodox2021  
 

DISMANTLING RACISM TRAINING 

The Center for Racial Healing is offering online trainings on dismantling racism, seeking to "increase racial understanding, 
healing and reconciliation.” This is especially recommended for any lay leaders in our parish. Trainings from 9am to 4pm 
on Zoom. There is no charge to participate. See available dates at centerforracialhealing.org/training.  

STM CONFIRMATION MASS: LECTORS/SERVERS NEEDED  
We invite parishioners to participate in STM's Confirmation Mass on Monday, February 1 at 7:00 pm. We require: two  
lectors, four servers, and two to bear the Bishop's mitre and crozier. If you'd like to participate, please sign up here:  
www.stmgaparish.org/confirmation 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We need adult volunteers to serve as ushers at First Reconciliation from 9:00 am until 2:30 pm. If interested, please  
contact Stewart Voegtlin via email at svoegtlin@stmga.org.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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