
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM* 
*Office closes at noon on Fri. 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting, in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  

         February 7, 2021—5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ARCHBISHOP’S APPEAL   
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted 
place, where he prayed…He told them, ‘Let us go on to the nearby 
villages that I may preach there also.  For this purpose have I come.’” 
- Mark 1:35, 38 
In today’s Gospel reading we see a perfect example of  
stewardship.  Jesus gives His time to do all that God wishes - 
healing the sick and preaching.  But before He begins, Jesus 
makes time to be alone with God in prayer.  It is through prayer, 
spending time with God, that we find the strength to do what He 
wishes us to do.  Be sure to find time every day to be with God. 
 

See page 4 for more information about the appeal. 

    ASH WEDNESDAY DAY OF REFLECTION  

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 9am-3pm  
Begin Lent with this day of silent  
prayer and reflection at Ignatius 
House.  
 
Register at IgnatiusHouse.org/

ASH WEDNESDAY AT STM 
Ash Wednesday Mass in the Church with ashes: 
 8:15am 
 12:15pm 
 5:30pm 
 7:00pm 
Reservations will be required for all Masses in the Church.  
Reservations will be available online on Mon., Feb. 8th. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH ASHES 

“Drive-through” ashes will be available at the front door of the 
church from 9-9:30am and 6:15-6:45pm. People will drive past 
the front doors of the church and will receive ashes from a  
minister through an open car window. Both minister and  
recipient will be masked.  

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/ash-wednesday-day-of-reflection/


 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Charlotte Collins 
Corky Pagoria 
 
Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
William Baker 
Maverick Bird 
Francis Brewster 
Danny Hare 
Juliana Lee 
Hudson Loomis 
Frances Stafford 
Eva Stewart 
Finn Hesse Walkes 
 
If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., Feb. 8  Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm 
 
Tues., Feb. 9  Ignatian Foundations— 7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom      

Sat., Feb. 13  Tai Chi—7:30am to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 
Sun., Feb. 14  RCIA Rite of Sending—9:00am to10:00 am—Church 
 
Mon., Feb. 15  Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm 
 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Parish Office, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  

regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette Johnson, 

Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to 
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

In this bulletin is a table (see page 
5) comparing parish revenue and 
expenses in the first half of this 
fiscal year (Q1-Q2) with revenue 
and expenses in the first half of 
previous fiscal years. The table 
indicates the impact the COVID 
pandemic seems to have had on 
parish finances.  Parishioners 
have surely felt the non-financial 
effects of the pandemic on parish 

life, e.g., disruptions of school and religious education, a 
shift from face-to-face meetings to virtual meetings,  
cancellation of parish social and athletic programs, but 
parishioners may not have been aware of the financial  
impacts. 
 

Looking at the table, a key comparison is on the top line 
which shows the Offertory revenue during the first two 
quarters of the present fiscal year and past four fiscal 
years.  “Offertory revenue” is that revenue parishioners 
contribute through on-line giving, the “collection” taken up 
at Mass, and contributions in Offertory envelopes that are 
mailed or hand-delivered to the parish offices.  Offertory 
revenue for the first two quarters of fiscal years had been 
trending upward from slightly more than $900,000 in 
FY2017 to just under $1 million in FY2019 and FY2020.  
However, for the first half of this current fiscal year, when 
in-person participation at Sunday Mass has sharply 
dropped, Offertory revenue has dropped $124,573 to 
$872,337, a decline of 12.5% from the previous fiscal year.   
 

To be sure, many parishioners increased or switched to  
on-line giving during that time, but in-pew collections 
plummeted.  Thankfully, STM was able to obtain a grant of 
$105,200 through the federal government’s Paycheck  
Protection Program.  This grant almost made up for the 
drop in Offertory revenue.  This was a wonderful windfall 
for the parish, and it accomplished precisely what the  
government program intended: we were able to keep all 
parish staff on the payroll at their full salary or wage.   
Unfortunately, STM does not qualify for the same loan/
grant in the next round of the PPP program, so we can’t 
count on that assistance in the second half of this fiscal 
year. 
 

Another bit of good news on the revenue side of the  
ledger is that, unlike last year when we had to pay $30,000 
to the Archdiocese from parish savings accounts (the 
amount by which we fell short of our Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal goal), this year we will get a substantial refund 
equal to the amount by which we exceeded this year’s 
goal.  The refund we have received so far is shown in line 
5, “Appeal Refund.”  We expect an additional refund in the 
coming weeks. 
 

Also of note is the $15,548 parishioners contributed to the  
recent “I Give Catholic” campaign.  We used this money to 
pay the insurance deductible for storm damage to the  
parish offices, the cost of repairs to the cracked masonry 
at the front of the church, and some of the improvements 
to Mulhern Hall. 

The table also shows that parish expenses are down from 
the same period last year, reversing a slow climb over the 
previous four years.  This, of course, is also due to  
cutbacks in parish programs and services due to the  
pandemic. 
 

All in all, STM is in good shape at the halfway point in this 
fiscal year, thanks to you wonderful, faithful parishioners 
and the federal PPP program.  If you continue to be  
generous, I am confident that we will be able to keep our 
staff on payroll, meet our expenses through the rest of the 
year, and finish “in the black.” 
 

If anyone has any questions about parish finances, please 
ask me, Fr. Tim, or Carol Palmer, our parish Business  
Manager.  We want to be fully transparent to you  
regarding our parish finances. 
 

On another matter, when the STM Parish Council and I 
met a couple weeks ago, we discussed the non-financial 
impacts the pandemic is having on our parish life.  We 
shared our concerns that the connection of many  
parishioners to our parish community may be under stress 
due to our forced separation from one another and the 
cancellation of parish activities, notably Sunday Eucharist. 
We wondered aloud what more we might do to sustain 
these connections and to establish strong, lasting  
connections with new parishioners.  One result of this  
conversation is our renewed commitment to attend to our 
older parishioners by reaching out to them to inquire how 
they are faring and what we might do to serve them.   
Registered parishioners who are aged 75 and older can 
expect me and other parishioners to contact them soon 
and offer whatever assistance might be needed. 
 

We hope to make a similar outreach to new parishioners. 
 

For now, if you or some other parishioner you know is in 
need of attention, call me and tell me.  With due respect 
for parishioners’ privacy, we will respond appropriately. 
 

Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA: SPONSORS NEEDED 
Sponsors agree to participate in RCIA meetings (during 
Zoom) and to spend time getting to know their 
“sponsee” (which can also be online), and to attend the 
Masses where the RCIA rites will take place (several  
between now and Pentecost). If you would like to  
explore the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic 
faith, while providing a friendly face to an RCIA  
participant. Contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes are suspended for now. Links to the 
registration form and the safety protocols are available 
under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will livestream weekday and weekend Masses for 
persons unable to participate in person, if persons are 
available to operate the video equipment.  
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

February 14—STM St. Vincent de Paul 
February 17—Ash Wednesday - Serve Haiti  
February 21—Black & Indian Missions  
February 28—Easter Flowers  

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

A letter from Archbishop Gregory Hartmayer was recently 
mailed to all previous donors to the Archbishop’s Annual  
Appeal. He is asking for continued support of the many  
important programs that help thousands in our archdiocese 
each year.  The goal for the 2021 appeal is $8,700,000 and the 
goal for our parish is $154,400. 

Please respond generously when you receive your letter.  
For more information, and to donate online, visit the appeal 
website at archatl.com/appeal. 

 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

Tax Benefits of Gifts of Securities: Transferring appreciated 
stock that you have owned for at least a year is an easy way to 
support the parish - and receive tax benefits. To make a gift to 
your parish endowment fund by transferring securities, please 
contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation at 
jgreco@cfnga.org or go to cfnga.org to learn more.  

 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


PARISH FINANCES (CONTINUED) 

NOTES 

(1) Offertory is down about 12.5%, but this is in line with our projection due to 
the pandemic. 
(2) The Archdiocese reduced the interest rate for our savings accounts, but it 
is still more than could be earned at a bank. 
(3) Additional refunds will be forthcoming since the parish exceeded our 2020 
goal. 
(4) Along with most parishes in the Archdiocese, STM qualified for this federal 
program that enabled us to maintain our staffing early in the pandemic. 
(5) Due to the pandemic, most special ministries have been curtailed; thus 
revenues and expenses are lower. 
(6) Thanks to our generous parishioners, we were able to cover our insurance 
deductible for storm damage and undertake other needed repairs. 
(7) Following the sale of the old Archdiocese headquarters, parish school  
assessments were reduced. 

Repair work from the storm damage to the 
parish offices began this week. Thank you! 



PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS  

CELEBRATING CULTURES 
In January, our school focused on unity in celebrating the 
lifework of MLK. The OneSTM PTO Committee invited  
students, parents, and staff to celebrate the American and 
Global cultures and traditions represented at STM 
School. Our families created videos showing special family 
traditions or favorite cultural experiences, and these videos 
were shared with students on TNN (our Tiger News  
Network).  In addition, the visual display of the Global  
Cultures represented at Saint Thomas More Catholic School 
was especially engaging as it was strategically located near 
the front office.  The students loved looking at the map and 
pointing out their family’s origins. 

HAS IT BEEN 100 DAYS ALREADY?!   

Time flies when you’re having fun!  At the end of January, our 
students celebrated their 100th day in school.  A favorite  
kindergarten tradition, the students dressed up as 100 year 
olds.  The kindergarteners and 1st graders engaged in tons 
of 100-themed academic activities, and we all are so grateful 
to have been in-person learning for 100 days since we 
opened in August! 

For more School News, please visit  
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS & CONFESSION SCHEDULE DURING LENT 
Weekend Masses during Lent will be held as usual, 
 

Weekday Masses during Lent:  
Mon. - Fri. at 12:15pm and 5:30pm 
 

Confessions during Lent: 
Saturdays from 4pm-5pm 
Wednesdays (2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24) from 7pm-8pm 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Brandon Ivory, shown here 
with his wife, Kristen, child, 
Vincent, and Bill Nikstenas, his 
sponsor, was confirmed at the 
11:30am Mass on Sunday,  
January 24. 
 
 
 

STM BLOOD DRIVE 
Sunday, March 7th from 8:00am to 1:00pm, Mulhern Hall 
To schedule an appointment to donate, please visit  
redcrossblood.org and use the sponsor code “sttmcc”.  
 

STM SPRING SOCCER 
Registration will be open through February 14th. The Spring 
CMSL season will consist of 6 games beginning on March 
6th and ending on April 24th. The U14 program will  
participate in a CMSL tournament the weekend of May 8th. 
Games will be on Saturdays.  
Registration will be open through February 14th.  
Questions? Email Matt Matthews soccer@stmathletics.org.  
Register here: bit.ly/3p0zeb6 

BLESSINGS ON YOUR FIRST EUCHARIST 
Congratulations to all those who received their First  
Eucharist over the weekend. If you’d like to submit a photo 
for the bulletin, please send it to news@stmga.org  

    Eva Stewart & Danny Hare Frances Stafford & Fr. Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Juliana Lee & Fr. Mark   Francis Brewster & Fr. Mark 

https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/


ST PIUS HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESENTS: AN EVENING WITH BLYTHE RANDOLPH 
Join us on Thursday, February 18, 2021 for a virtual talk and discussion with Blythe Randolph, author of Dorothy Day:  
Dissenting Voice of the American Century. Presented by the St. Pius X Alumni Association with discussion and interview led 
by Mark Dannenfelser, Director of Adult Faith Formation at Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Church. 
Register here: https://conta.cc/3ad1IIr 
 

DISMANTLING RACISM TRAINING 
The Center for Racial Healing is offering online trainings on dismantling racism, seeking to "increase racial understanding, 
healing and reconciliation.” This is especially recommended for any lay leaders in our parish. Trainings from 9am to 4pm 
on Zoom. There is no charge to participate. See available dates at centerforracialhealing.org/training.  
 

LOOKING FOR A FRUITFUL AND FULFILLING LENTEN ACTIVITY FOR YOURSELF OR A GROUP?   
Register for a transformative journey to Encounter the Heart of God with this Lenten Challenge: 
www.LentenChallenge.org/2021  
Program includes short videos, reflection exercises, and weekly live virtual events throughout Lent.  

COMMUNITY PHARMACY NOW OPEN 
One more way that your contributions to the St.  
Vincent DePaul Society help your community.  A new  
Community Pharmacy is now open! 
 
The SVdP Georgia Community Pharmacy is a fully licensed 
charitable pharmacy with a mission to provide prescription 
medications and wellness education for those in need by 
providing prescribed maintenance  medications to  
low-income individuals.  For every $1 donated, the SVdP 
Georgia Community Pharmacy is able to dispense $12  
worth of medications. 
 
 
 

BIRTHRIGHT AND SERVEHAITI THANK STM 

Birthright of Atlanta and ServeHaiti have thanked STM pa-
rishioners for gifts they recently received.  Birthright wrote: 
"(We) pledge to use your ($2,500.) contribution wisely as we 
continue to help those who come to Birthright with con-
cerns about a pregnancy...(that they might) choose life..."  
Greg Amoroso, Treasurer of ServeHaiti, wrote: "(We) are so 
thankful for the consistent and generous donations 
($6,388.81 for the year) that you have made to ServeHaiti.  
We are honored by your trust in us as we work to improve 
the lives of our neighbors in Grand-Bois Haiti." 
 
Thank you, STM parishioners!  Your gifts to the parish make 
it possible for us to share what we have received with others 
who are in need. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
SIGNS OF LIFE –  WHY CHURCH MATTERS 
Thursdays, February 25 – March 25, 7:30pm 
Explore the signs and symbols at the heart of Christian worship: light, water, food, shelter, and community. Over five 
weeks, aided by video and conversation, we will look at the riches of Christian worship, liturgy and sacraments, and the 
art and architecture of our worship spaces, revealing the full meaning of these signs, deepening our experience of  
Christian vocation and guiding us toward ongoing conversion. stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  
 

LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 
Sunday, March 7 at 7:00pm 
Spend an evening with the Lord as we reflect on the themes of the Lenten season. There will be optional sharing at the 
end. Sign up at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to get the Zoom link.  
 

CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS 
Wednesday, March 24 at 7pm 
Our conversation will explore several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they may invite us to evaluate our  
understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus. Presented by Stewart Voegtlin. stmgaparish.org/adultfaith 
 

LENTEN REFLECTIONS & SMALL GROUP CONVERSATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Young adults (20’s and 30’s) are invited to join Jesuit Connections and Charis Ministries during Lent for weekly, online 
small group gatherings on Mondays or Wednesdays, beginning Feb. 22, 2021. Groups will be self-led, and participants will 
be assigned to the to the same group each week. bit.ly/3jaQwAp 
 

2-NIGHT YOUNG ADULT IGNATIAN RETREAT  
March 19-21  
Renew your spirit on this silent weekend retreat specifically for young adults (20s and 30s) who seek respite these days. 
Drawing from the themes of Ignatian spirituality, you will be invited into a quiet space to encounter a God who loves and 
sustains you. Register at IgnatiusHouse.org/registration.  

https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/training
http://www.lentenchallenge.org/2021
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-young-adult-retreat/

