
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  
(Outdoor, weather  

permitting, in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  

         March 7, 2021—3rd Sunday of Lent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

OUR LENTEN CALL TO LOVE 

In his most recent encyclical, Pope Francis reminds us that “Our 
call to love [is] one that transcends all prejudices, all historical and 
cultural barriers, all petty interests” (Fratelli Tutti 83). Throughout 
Lent, let us pray for converted hearts, committed to care for both 
our fellow human beings and our common home. The Social  
Justice committee has selected a prayer to be read each Sunday 
during Lent at the end of the general intercessions. We invite you 
to continue praying with it throughout the week. See the prayer  
on page 7. 
 
See page 6 for our special Mass, Confession and Stations of the 
Cross Lenten schedule.  

 

CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS 

Wednesday, March 24 at 7pm 
Our conversation will explore 
several of Caravaggio’s  
depictions of Christ, and how 
they may invite us to evaluate 
our understanding of the  
Gospel and the person of  
Jesus. See page 5 for details.  

 

See the School News section on page 6.  



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons in his personal, private prayer 
along with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the 
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Monday, March 8 Robert Andriuolo †  
Tuesday, March 8 Eugene Markle †  
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Helen Marie Beltran, aunt of parishioner Michael Cebulski  
Eugene Markle, uncle of parishioner Cyndy Fordyce  
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Corky Pagoria 
Danny Rockecharlie 
Branka Dondur, sister-in-law of parishioner Darija Pichanick 
 
Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Jackson Buchman 
Raelyn Zortman 
Jackson Koval 
 
 
If you would like to have an intention mentioned in an  
intercession at Mass, please contact the parish office at  
404-378-4588. We will not accept any gift in return for  
praying for someone by name during the intercessions at 
Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you must be 
either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of 
the one to be remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Wed., March 10  Fratelli Tutti Study—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Thurs., March 11  Signs of Life Lenten Series—7:30pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom 
 
Sat., March 13   Tai Chi—7:30am to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 
Sun., March 14   Daylight Savings Time Begins 
    RCIA Second Scrutiny—9:00am to 10:00am—Church 
 
Thurs., March 18  Signs of Life Lenten Series—7:30pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Pastor's Liaison to the STM Social Justice 
Committee, sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Pastor… 
 
As of this writing, the incidence 
of COVID infections and  
hospitalization seems to be 
decreasing, and many of our 
parishioners are reporting that 
they have received at least one 
dose of the vaccination.  It 
seems that more and more of 
our parishioners are returning 
to indoor Mass on the  
weekends.  Every Sunday I see two or three families 
that are back for the first time since last March.   
 
Unfortunately, the church is not large enough to  
accommodate safely everyone who wants to come to 
the indoor weekend Masses.  To prevent unsafe  
overcrowding, we are asking persons who wish to  
participate in a weekend indoor Mass to make a  
reservation.  Parishioners can make reservations by 
going to the parish website (www.stmgaparish.org) 
and clicking on the gray “Mass Reservations” panel.  
Persons who do not have a computer or who have 
trouble making a reservation on-line can call the  
parish office and ask the receptionist for help.  If you 
do not make a reservation, or if you make a  
reservation but do not arrive at least 5 minutes before 
Mass begins, we may not be able to seat you. 
 
We remind parishioners that we offer an outdoor 
Mass each Sunday in the STM parking lot at 10:15am.  
Reservations are NOT required for this outdoor Mass.  
The outdoor Mass has proven to be very popular with 
parishioners, especially parishioners with young  
children.  In the event of rain, this Mass moves into the 
gym.  
 
Whether indoors or outdoors, parishioners should  
follow our recommended protocols:  wear masks 
when on the property, keep a safe distance from one 
another, and follow the directions of our volunteer 
guides.   
 
We are painfully aware that these restrictions have  
disrupted our preferred way of being together, and we 
are saddened that many of our parishioners are still 
feeling isolated.  Many of us have tried to ease this 
sadness and relieve this isolation by reaching out to 
parishioners who are more likely to be feeling alone.  
We want to maintain our connections with you. 
 
 
 
 

For example, the Scouts of our parish recently sent 
hand-written notes to many of our older parishioners.  
Also, I recently sent a letter to every registered  
parishioner aged 75 or older, inquiring as to their  
well-being.  Several volunteers followed up my letter 
with a phone call and were able to speak personally 
with many of these older parishioners.   Happily, it 
seems that most of you are faring reasonably well  
under the circumstances.  Some of you let us know 
that you would like a visit, need help with grocery 
shopping or house-cleaning, or transportation to  
medical appointments.  We will do our best to help. 
 
In making these calls, our volunteers discovered that 
many of the phone numbers we have on record for 
our parishioners are no longer working numbers, and 
many of our calls went unanswered.  I encourage  
parishioners to let us know when your family situation 
changes, e.g., your phone number or e-mail addresses 
or mailing address changes.  Call the parish office at 
404-378-4588 or email the administrative staff at:  
parishoffice@stmga.org. 
 
Incidentally, we have recently hired two new office 
staff: Darija Pichanick and Simegn Assefa.  Both are 
active parishioners and are known to many of you.  If 
you have parish business, chances are you will  
encounter one of them.   
 
Finally, I encourage parishioners to participate in one 
of our many Lenten activities.  We have added an 
evening Mass at 5:30pm on weekdays during Lent, and 
we are offering Stations of the Cross on Friday  
evenings at 6:00pm during Lent.  If anything, the  
pandemic has moved us to offer even more adult faith 
formation and prayer and spirituality programs.  Check 
the website, our weekly electronic newsletter, and the 
parish bulletin for a complete listing of these  
programs. 
 
Let’s continue to take care of one another as best we 
can. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stmgaparish.org
mailto:parishoffice@stmga.org


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes are suspended for now. Links to the 
registration form and the safety protocols are available 
under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will livestream weekday and weekend Masses for 
persons unable to participate in person, if persons are 
available to operate the video equipment.  
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

March 14—Catholic Relief Services  
March 21—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Archbishop’s 
Annual Appeal! We need everyone’s support to help us reach  
our goal of $154,400. Make a gift to the annual appeal here: 
archatl.com/appeal. Find us under Saint Thomas More. Thank 
you for your support! 
 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

Lower Your Income and Taxes with an IRA Rollover Gift to the 
Parish: With an IRA rollover gift to the parish endowment fund, 
you can support your parish without impacting cash flow – and 
benefit from lowering income and taxes. If you are 70½ or  
older, you can make an IRA rollover gift and help support the 
parish long into the future. Contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic 
Foundation (jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440) for more  
information or go to cfngalegacy.org.  

Lent—As we examine our lives during Lent, it is also a good 
time to examine all we own. Do I own something I no longer 
need but could help the parish? You can give an unneeded  
insurance policy to the parish endowment fund. If the policy 
has a cash value, you may also get a tax deduction. To learn 
more, contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation at 
jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440.  

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 
Sunday, March 7 at 7:00pm 
Spend an evening with the Lord as we reflect on the themes of the Lenten season. There will be optional sharing at the 
end. Sign up at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to get the Zoom link.  
 

CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS 
Wednesday, March 24 at 7pm 
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Catholic Church’s most effective evangelists by decontextualizing 
iconography and subverting her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio ’s Jesus is fleshy, worldly—given 
and available to any onlooker. This was not the dust-veiled Christ kept in icons, or whispered through Scripture’s cracked 
lips. Caravaggio’s Christ is taken from the tavern, stolen from the street. His is the face of the cobbler, the cardsharp, the 
curbside peddler. This was painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes rather than the ears, and  
encouraging, above all, encounter.  
 
Our conversation will explore several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they may invite us to evaluate our  
understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus. Presented by Stewart Voegtlin. stmgaparish.org/adultfaith 
 

2-NIGHT ART RETREAT: ART AS PRAYER –  MAKING HOLY REMINDERS 
March 19-21 
Parishioner Terresa Ford, MFA leads this 2-night silent retreat exploring the use of  
our God given imagination to create “Holy Reminders.” Holy Reminders are images 
and icons familiar to our Catholic sensibilities that bring us in the presence of our  
Lord Jesus. Retreatants will have an opportunity to create one or two personal  
Holy Reminders to take home. Learn more and register at IgnatiusHouse.org.  
 
 

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD: AN EXPLORATION OF IGNATIAN PRAYER 
Tuesdays, April 13, 20, and 27 at 7:30pm 
Take a deep dive into the three primary forms of Ignatian prayer: meditation, contemplation, and the Examen. Each week 
you will take a deep dive into the roots of these prayer methods, hear Ignatius ’ guidance from the Spiritual Exercises, and 
have a guided prayer experience. Facilitated by Andy Otto. Register via Ignatius House at bit.ly/3abqEBj  
 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 
Tuesdays, Apr. 28 - Jun. 2, 7:30pm 
Ignatian Foundations will give participants a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by studying Ignatius ’ life, the 
Spiritual Exercises, discernment, Ignatian prayer, and Jesuit history. Classes will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian  
ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. $60 for the course. Register through  
Ignatius House at bit.ly/ignatianfoundations421. $60 fee for the 6-week class.  
 

THURSDAY GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION  
Thursdays, 12pm (Live on Facebook)  
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every 
Thursday at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the  
Ignatian tradition of contemplation, engaging your imagination. You can access past 
recordings in the videos section of our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
StThomasMoreDecaturGa 
 

2-NIGHT YOUNG ADULT IGNATIAN RETREAT  

March 19-21  
Renew your spirit on this silent weekend retreat specifically for young adults (20s and 30s) who seek respite these days. 
Drawing from the themes of Ignatian spirituality, you will be invited into a quiet space to encounter a God who loves and 
sustains you. Register at IgnatiusHouse.org/registration.  
 

STM offers retreat subsidies for young adult parishioners so if you need some financial assistance don't hesitate to reach 
out to Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org). We don't want anything stopping you from making a retreat.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
http://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-art-retreat-art-as-prayer-making-holy-reminders-2/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-art-retreat-art-as-prayer-making-holy-reminders-2/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-young-adult-retreat/
mailto:aotto@stmga.org?subject=Young%20Adult%20Retreat


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

STM CATHOLIC SCHOOL OPENS A PRE-K4*! 

Have you ever wished our parish school had a Pre-K?  Your 
wish has been granted!  Saint Thomas More Catholic School 
is excited to offer a new Pre-K4* program to begin this  
August! 

We are now accepting registrations. For more information 
or to apply, please visit the school’s website at stmga.org. 

*must turn 4 before Sept. 1, 2021   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STM CATHOLIC SCHOOL IS HIRING! 

Saint Thomas More Catholic School, serving PreK4 - 8, seeks 
Teachers for the 2021-2022 school year. Needs include an 
Assistant Principal, a Curriculum Coordinator, full-time  
Elementary Teachers, a Technology Teacher, and a part-time 
classroom Assistant. Teachers must have a bachelor’s  
degree or higher and teacher certification. STM is a  
drug-free workplace and offers a competitive salary and full 
benefits package. Cover letter and resume may be  
submitted to kkissell@stmga.org.  

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/. 

MASS, CONFESSION & STATIONS DURING LENT  

Weekend Masses during Lent will be held as usual. 
 

Weekday Masses during Lent:  
Mon. - Fri. at 12:15pm and 5:30pm 
 

Confessions during Lent: 
Saturdays from 4pm-5pm 
Wednesdays from 7pm-8pm—Family Room 
 

Stations of the Cross: 
Begin after the 5:30pm mass on Fridays. A livestream will 
also be available at stmgaparish.org/livestreams/ 
 

UPDATE YOUR INFO  

Please make sure to update your contact information with 
the parish office when you have a change in address, 
phone number, or email, or if you have an addition to your 
family. You can notify the parish office by phone  
404-378-4588 or email ParishOffice@stmga.org. Thanks  
for your help in keeping our church database current!  

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Parishioners desiring to attend an indoor weekend Mass at 
STM must reserve a space in advance. 
 

Make a reservation by going on-line to the parish  
website: www.stmgaparish.org. Click on the gray Mass  
Reservations panel and follow the instructions. 
 

If you are unable to make a reservation on-line, call the  
parish offices (404-378-4588) and ask for assistance. 
 

If you do not have a reservation, or if you have a  
reservation but fail to arrive at least 5 minutes before Mass 
begins, we may not be able to seat you. 
 

While on STM property, parishioners must wear masks, 
maintain safe distance, and follow the instructions of our 
volunteer guides.  
 

STAY INFORMED 

Find us on Facebook @StThomasMoreDecaturGa  
Follow us on Twitter @STMGAParish  
Subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter:  
stmgaparish.org/about/e-newsletter 

 
   

http://www.stmga.org/news/
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

A PRAYER FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE 
God of justice and compassion, 

whose light shines into our hearts and into our nation’s halls of power, 
strengthen our faith as we acknowledge the enormity of our task: 

to include all in the prosperity of this land. 
 

We pray for your spirit of generosity in challenging greed and neglect. 
Give us your grace to reach out to the lowest paid workers, 

families subsisting on meager incomes, people who are homeless, 
communities of color, so that we may achieve change, 

inspired by the Gospel, that leads to human flourishing. 
 

We pray for your spirit of truth as we place our own economic choices before you, 
reflecting on our own motives as we strive to give and to keep, 

to save and to spend, 
to invest and to speak out in ways that honor every human being. 

 
We pray for your spirit of fierce love and determination as we seek to assist and empower the most vulnerable, 

to create jobs and opportunities where they are most needed, 
to build an inclusive economy that enables government and business to champion a society where justice and equity 

abound. 
 

May we be instruments of your compassion as we take up the needs of the poor, 
May we be instruments of your mercy as we bring truth to greed and neglect, 

May we be instruments of your creative spirit as we seek to make our world anew. 
In Christ and through the Spirit we pray. 

-From the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

JUST US: THE CALL TO KINSHIP AND LOVE—A TALK BY FR. GREG BOYLE, SJ  
Live Online: March 8, 7-8:30pm EST | Sponsored by Our Lady of the Assumption Church  
Fr. Greg will speak about the power of kinship and inclusion and how Homeboy Industries provides hope and job training 
for formerly gang involved and previously incarcerated men and women. You will hear inspiring stories of how these men 
and women have redirected their lives to become contributing members of society. The event is free but we are asking 
people to register in order to receive the Zoom link. Register here stmgaparish.org/ola. 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
Married Couples, as we journey during this Lenten Season, let us take time to reflect on our marriage. What can we do  
to make our marriage even better? Learn how on an upcoming virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend on  
Apr 23-25. You can get more information or apply online at wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME. 
 

TRAUMA RECOVERY GROUP 
The Archdiocese of Atlanta Victim Assistance Program is offering a Trauma Recovery Group for survivors of childhood 
trauma Wednesday evenings from 6-8 p.m., beginning April 7, at the archdiocesan chancery, 2401 Lake Park Dr., Smyrna 
GA 30080. **COVID-19 safety protocols will be followed.** Registration deadline is Monday, March 22. The group is  
limited to 10 participants. Please contact Sue Stubbs at (404) 920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for an application.  
 

ETERNAL REST WHERE GOD IS IN ALL THINGS 
Niches for cremated remains are available at Ignatius House. Let your final place of rest be with the Jesuits in an active 
place of prayer. Visit http://bit.ly/JesuitNiche to learn more, or contact Tara La Bouff at 404.255.0503x227 or 
tlabouff@ignatiushouse.org  
 

HOLY SPIRIT PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
Attention all rising 9th-grade families: It is not too late to explore your school options for the 2021 -22 school year! Consider 
Holy Spirit Preparatory School, recognized six consecutive times as a top Catholic school by the Cardinal Newman Society. Come 
see why HSP would be a great Catholic option for your student. Learn more and RSVP for a private tour at holyspiritprep.org/
visit.  If you would like additional information about HSP or the admissions process, please contact Alex Sullivan, Director of  
Admissions asullivan@holyspiritprep.org   
 
 
 

https://allsaintsdunwoody.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40435669a041bd6feb000ec08&id=5e64902eb8&e=ebbf2ce95d
mailto:sstubbs@archatl.com
http://bit.ly/JesuitNiche
mailto:tlabouff@ignatiushouse.org
http://holyspiritprep.org/visit
http://holyspiritprep.org/visit
mailto:asullivan@holyspiritprep.org

