
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  

(Outdoor; in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  

         April 18th, 2021—3rd Sunday of Easter  

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

“GOD IN AN APRON” 
by Macrina Wiederkehr 

 
Imagine yourself in the setting of the Last Supper, with Jesus standing  

before you and then bending down to wash your feet: 
 

…God in an apron, kneeling 
I couldn’t believe my eyes. 

I was embarrassed until his eyes met mine 
I sensed my value then. 

He touched my feet 
He held them in his strong, brown hands 

He washed them 
I can still feel the water 

I can still feel the touch of his hands. 
I can still see the look in his eyes. 

 
Then he handed me the towel and said, 

“As I have done 
so you must do.” 

Learn to bow 
Learn to kneel… 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., April 19   Debbie Krick † 
   Joyce Gunby  
Tues., April 20  John Faas † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
Debbie Krick, daughter-in-law of Janet Krick  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Tad Bourg, Mary Villano, Joyce Gunby, Liz Bucko and  
Robin Hall 
 

Pray for those who recently did First Eucharist: 
Teddy Pearson  
 

Pray for those who were Baptized: 
Emilia Dolisca Zimbardi, Finley Kathryn Reagin, Lukas John 
Chepaitis and Winslow Aileen Emerich 
 

Pray for those who were Married: 
Kathryn Mackowiak and Haitham Aly  
 

We encourage parishioners to send notes of condolence or 
encouragement to persons on the prayer list.  Send them in 
care of the STM parish offices.  We will forward your cards 
to the  appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Tues., April 20   Friendship with God: An Exploration of Ignatian Prayer—7:30pm to 8:30pm 
 
Sat., April 24   Tai Chi—7:30am to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 
Tues., April 27   Friendship with God: An Exploration of Ignatian Prayer—7:30pm to 8:30pm 
 
Wed., April 28   Ignatian Foundations 7:30pm—9:00pm—Zoom  
     
Sat., May 1   Tai Chi—7:30am to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation and Pastor's  
Liaison to the STM Social Justice Committee  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=4&year=2021#
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The COVID pandemic and the 
consequent restrictions on our 
parish life have led many of us 
in the parish to consider how 
the pandemic has affected life 
at STM and how we might 
emerge from the pandemic a 
stronger and more resilient 
community.   
 
Parishioners have told me what they have missed 
most at STM this past year because of COVID.  What 
they have missed most suggests what they value most 
at STM. 
 
COVID’s greatest harm—apart from the hundreds of 
thousands of deaths, of course—has been the  
damage it has caused to our relationships with family 
and friends, the disruption of our normal ways of  
engaging with other people, and the upsetting of our 
usual social support systems.  During the pandemic, 
parishioners, especially our older parishioners and 
those who live alone, have complained that they felt 
isolated and vulnerable.   
 
Now, after more than a year, the pandemic may be 
easing a bit.  Rates of infection seem to be slowly  
declining.  Many have been vaccinated, and more of us 
are returning to a more normal routine.  Every Sunday 
I see individuals and families at Mass who are back for 
the first time since March of 2020.  They tell me how 
much they have missed their STM friends.  They tell 
me that, until COVID forced their separation from their 
STM family, they didn’t realize how important their  
parish community is to them and to their families, and 
how important it is to be able to participate in parish 
activities, especially Eucharist, that connect them to 
others whom they love. 
 
On the basis of these conversations, I have concluded 
that what parishioners value most at STM is  
community.  Parishioners clearly desire and need an 
open-hearted parish that welcomes them, that cares 
about them, that is interested in their well-being, and 
that feels like a family.   
 
After almost 20 years as a pastor, the COVID  
experience has helped me realize that the work of a 
pastor and parishioners alike is becoming a true  
community.  We must take the fundamental unity that 
is ours by Baptism and deepen it by an active love for 
one another.   
 
 
 

Sharing Eucharist, of course, is the preeminent way we 
can deepen the communion that is ours by Baptism.  
But all our parish activities should draw us into closer 
relationship with one another, and all our parish  
activities should be evaluated according to the extent 
to which they bring us together.   
 
We can do more to build up our community.   We can 
do much better at welcoming new and returning  
parishioners; at attending to parishioners who have 
lost a loved one, who are sick, who are celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary, who are struggling financially, 
or who are suffering some set back.  We can do better 
at reaching out to parishioners who are feeling alone 
or neglected.   
 
We can invest more in activities that bring us together 
for purely social reasons: parish picnics, potluck  
suppers, Sunday morning coffee and donuts, sports 
programs for kids and teens and adults.  We can do 
more to gather parishioners for study and  
conversation and prayer.   
 
We need to find a way to continue our popular  
outdoor Sunday morning Mass even after the COVID 
restrictions on large gatherings are lifted.  That  
outdoor setting for Eucharist has been good for the 
parish not just because it has provided a safe  
environment for people to participate in Eucharist  
during the pandemic; the outdoor Mass has a social 
element that cannot be duplicated indoors.  It is fun! 
 
We might give a staff person responsibility to for  
developing and implementing programs that build up 
our parish community.  Building community should 
not be left to chance, and it should not be an merely 
an incidental effect of our ministries.  Community 
building should be a ministry in itself.     
 
I hope we will have the financial resources to make 
this happen in the coming year. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes are suspended for now. Links to the 
registration form and the safety protocols are available 
under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will livestream weekday and weekend Masses for 
persons unable to participate in person, if persons are 
available to operate the video equipment.  
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

April 18—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
April 25—Catholic Home Mission  
May 2—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
May 16—Catholic Communications  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 
“Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you.’  But they were startled and frightened…” - LUKE 24:36-37 

Throughout the day we have many opportunities to “see the 
face of Jesus” in others and to “be the face of Jesus” to others.  
Do we take that opportunity to provide “peace” to those we 
encounter or are we afraid of what others will think of us and 
do nothing?  Pray for the strength and courage to live a “God-
centered” life and not a “self-centered” life.   

We are happy to report that we exceeded our parish goal for 
the 2020 Archbishop's Annual Appeal. Since we exceeded our 
goal of $151,000, we will be getting back money to STM. It’s not 
too late to make a pledge if you have not done so already! 
 

Make a gift to the annual appeal here: archatl.com/appeal. Find 
us under Saint Thomas More. Thank you for your support! 
 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

“You put gladness into my heart” - Psalm 4:8. You can create a 
tradition of giving in your family to the parish which supports 
you. To learn more about making a gift to your parish  
endowment fund that ensures the long-term sustainability of 
your parish, please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic  
Foundation: jgreco@cfnga.org or (404) 497-9440, or go to 
cfnga.org.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 
Tuesdays, Apr. 28 - Jun. 2, 7:30pm 
Ignatian Foundations will give participants a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by studying Ignatius ’ life, the 
Spiritual Exercises, discernment, Ignatian prayer, and Jesuit history. Classes will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian  
ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. Register through Ignatius House at  
bit.ly/ignatianfoundations421.  
 

THURSDAY GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION  
Thursdays, 12pm (Live on Facebook)  
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday at 
12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian tradition of  
contemplation, engaging your imagination. You can access past recordings in the videos  
section of our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa 
 

DIGNITATIS HUMANAE: A STUDY ON THE VATICAN II DECLARATION ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY  
Two Options: May 4 or May 11  
Fr. Mark will lead participants in a study and discussion of how the Church’s teaching on religious liberty and freedom of 
conscience has evolved over time, culminating in the Vatican II Declaration on Religious Liberty, and how Catholics might 
approach issues of religious liberty in our own time. Participants should read the rather short Declaration on Religious 
Liberty ahead of time. Offered May 4 and May 11 at 7:30pm. Register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith to get the Zoom link 
and link to the document.  
 

SUMMER BOOK GROUPS 
In commemoration of the death of George Floyd on May 25, STM is forming summer 
sharing groups using books that examine racism in the United States as well as Black 
theology and spirituality. Below are the book group options: 

 Thea Bowman: In My Own Words (Thursdays, June 3 - July 1, 7:30pm) 

 Howard Thurman: Jesus and the Disinherited (Wednesdays, July 7 - August 4, 7:30pm) OR  
(Mondays, July 5 - August 2, 7:30pm) 

 Jason Reynolds and Ibram Kendi: Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You - (Tuesdays, June 29 - July 27, 7:30pm) 
 

Groups will meet via Zoom. Space is limited. Please register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 

ARE YOU SEEKING TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF THE CHILDREN IN OUR PARISH?  

Consider being trained as a catechist for our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) program, a Montessori-based model 
that emphasizes encounter with Jesus. CGS is a non-traditional catechesis method, where children lead and our faith’s 
principles are shared through Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s approach enable both catechist and  
catechumen to interact imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their relationship with Jesus. 
 

We are looking for those who would like to be trained as catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages 3-6). 
Initial training occurs over the course of a long weekend with follow-up trainings, totalling 90 hours. You will grow in your 
faith in this journey! If you’re a creative person that wants to share your gifts and talents with this parish ’s children in a big 
way, please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

YOUNG ADULT 
CONTEMPLATIVE LEADERS IN ACTION (CLA) 

CLA is an Ignatian spirituality and leadership program for young adults (24 to 39). They are  
accepting applications now through May 15. CLA offers a welcoming and inclusive community  
experience for participants to 1) deepen their spiritual lives, 2) grow as inspired leaders in service 
to the world, and 3) learn discernment, a way of decision making shaped by prayer and life  
experiences. Participants explore their vocation and discern how best to integrate their gifts into 
their workplaces, faith-communities, and the neighborhoods in which they live. You would be  
applying for a Virtual Cohort as there are no in-person meetings in Atlanta. Learn more and apply 
at contemplativeleaders.org/apply  

https://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
http://www.stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/
https://contemplativeleaders.org/apply


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

 

 

TRIBUTE TO HONOR CHILDREN OF THE  

HOLOCAUST 
While learning about the atrocities committed during WW II, 
our 5th graders honored the approximately 1.5 million  
children who perished during the Holocaust. Inspired by The 
Butterfly Project, they thoughtfully designed and displayed 
their own butterflies - each one representing approximately 
30,000 children.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK BLESSINGS 
During Holy Week, our students continued “reaching out as 
the hands of Christ” by donating food and toiletries to DEAM 
Decatur to help ease hunger and need in our community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, May 1 @ 1:00pm—Join the KoC on the field for an 
afternoon of live music, food, festivities and fellowship! Two 
competitions will be held: one for all ages and one for ages 
12 & under. Prizes will be awarded to top performers. $20 
for adults and $10 for kids 12 & under. All proceeds will be 
donated to St. Vincent De Paul, the STM Athletic association 
and other worthy charities. Email STMCornhole@gmail.com 
to register. Event will be held in the gym if it rains. 
 

MEDICARE HELP 

Enrolling in Medicare can be confusing, and more than  
one-third of seniors do not feel prepared to choose the 
right plan. STM parishioners who are eligible for Medicare 
may find this link helpful for selecting a plan that meets 
their financial and medical needs. For more info see: 
www.medicareplans.com/georgia/  

APRIL 10TH WEDDING—CONGRATULATIONS! 

Kathryn Mackowiak and Haitham Aly were married at  
STM on April 10th.  

APRIL 11TH BAPTISMS—CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Finley Kathryn Reagin        Emilia Dolisca Zimbardi 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Lukas John Chepaitis             Winslow Aileen Emerich 
 

APRIL 11TH 1ST EUCHARIST—CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 

 

 

 

  Teddy Pearson shown with family. 

http://www.stmga.org/news/
https://www.medicareplans.com/georgia/


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

CATHOLIC EXTENSION SERVICE THANKS STM 

Fr. John Wall, President of the Catholic Extension Service, 
which provides assistance to poor parishes in the rural  
areas of the United States, sent a note to STM parishioners 
thanking us for a recent contribution.  Fr. Wall wrote:  "Your 
gift is a wonderful expression of hope for the future and 
allows us to expand our outreach to build up vibrant and 
transformative Catholic faith communities." 
 

THE ATLANTA MISSION THANKS STM 

Jane Arney, Director of Foundation and Corporate Relations 
of the Atlanta Mission, an organization that provides  
affordable housing to women and their children  
transitioning out of homelessness, has thanked STM  
parishioners for a large gift this past year.  Ms. Arney wrote: 
"Your contribution has funded the complete renovation of 
four apartments, specifically designed as safe and dignified 
living spaces for our clients....  (Your gift) provides a healthy 
and calming environment for women and children who 
have experienced terrible trauma....  Thank you for  
collaborating with us in our mission to transform, through 
Christ, the lives of those facing homelessness." 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: AMAZON SMILE 
Thanks to customers who shop at Amazon and have  
selected St. Vincent de Paul as their charity of choice,  
everyday purchases have generated $5,047.44 for the  
St. Vincent de Paul Society! (and $241,928,506.19 to all 
charities in the US). identify the SVdP of GA as your  
charity of choice on your account.  
 

SHARE THE JOURNEY PILGRIMAGE 
Join students from Marist High 
School on Saturday, May 8 for a 
Share the Journey Pilgrimage, a 5 
mile walk from St. Thomas More 
Church and ending at Refuge 
Coffee in Clarkston. This annual walk invites participants to 
be in prayerful solidarity with refugees and immigrants who 
make perilous journeys. All ages welcome. Participants will 
gather at 8:30am in the courtyard outside Mulhern Hall. 
Learn more about their last pilgrimage in 2019 here: 
stmgaparish.org/journey. And sign up for their 2021  
pilgrimage here stmgaparish.org/journey-signup 
 

STM CONTINUES ITS SUPPORT OF CRISTO REY  

STUDENTS  
Each year for the past several years, STM parishioners have 
given substantial financial assistance to several students 
attending Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School.  At least two 
of these students—Katrin White and Gabriel Rutherford 
Calderon—are graduates of STM School.  Camille  
Naughton, President of Cristo Rey Atlanta, writes that Katrin 
and Gabriel are "wonderful young people whose lives will 
be forever changes by having the opportunity to attend a 
Cristo Rey school.  
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: TEE OFF FOR HOPE 
Come join us on Monday, June 7th at the Standard Club in 
Johns Creek for a day of golf and festivities for the benefit of 
SVdP of GA.  All level of golfers are welcome!  All proceeds 
will provide help and hope to our neighbors in need.   
www.svdpgeorgia.org/tofh/  

COMMUNITY NEWS 
ARCHDIOCESE OFFERS TRAINING FOR MARRIAGE TRIBUNAL ADVOCATES 
STM parishioners who would like to serve as advocates for persons seeking an annulment of their marriage are invited to 
a training beginning Saturday, June 5, and running for seven consecutive Saturdays, the weekend of July 4 excepted.  The 
training will conclude on July 24.  Classes will run from 9:00am to noon and will take place via GoToMeeting.  Participants 
need not drive to the Archdiocesan offices. 
 

Ideal candidates are those who work in the legal field as either lawyers or para-legals. All applicants must have at least a 
bachelor's degree and some professional experience. To apply for the Advocate Training Program, candidates should 
complete and submit an application, which can be downloaded here: stmgaparish.org/tribunal 
 

WHO TO OBEY: THE LAW OR THE PROPHETS?  
Thursday, April 22, 2021, 7 – 8:30pm  
This webinar event is part of the Aquinas Center’s annual Catherine of Siena lecture and a part of their "What's Next?"  
lecture series. They will explore questions related to lay participation in governance and the ordination of women as  
deacons.  Registration & Webinar Link: aquinas.emory.edu 
 

MARRIAGE RETREAT WEEKEND  
April 23-25; virtual retreats sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Learn the tools needed to keep marriage strong 
during the coronavirus pandemic. Early registration encouraged. Contact: visit wwme.org or call 678-242-9963.  
 

STEWARDSHIP OF GOD’S CREATION 
Sat, May 1; two online sessions, 9:30 am and 1:30 pm; sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. Called to care 
for the lives of all people at all stages of life, we are also called to cherish the gift of the planet earth with its soil, water, 
plants and animals. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 or visit trappist.net to register.  
 

POWER OF PRAYER  
Sat, May 8; two online sessions, 9:30 am and 1:30 pm; sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. The power of 
prayer is its ability to make all aware of a child-like dependence on God’s freely given grace. It is all about the heart.  
Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 or visit trappist.net to register.  

https://wwme.org/
https://trappist.net/
https://trappist.net/

