
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  

(Outdoor; in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  

         May 9th, 2021—6th Sunday of Easter  

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

  REGISTER NOW FOR FALL YOUTH FORMATION 

Stewart Voegtlin, Director of Youth Faith  
Formation at STM, writes about the significant 
changes we made to our children's’ faith  
formation programming. See page 3.  

 3 & 4 year olds will register for  
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

 PK-5th Grade will resister for SPARK 

 6th-12th Grade will register for IGNITE 

 10th Grade and older will also register  
for Confirmation 

                               See page 7 for registration details. 

SUMMER BOOK GROUPS  

STM is forming summer 
sharing groups. Our book 
groups will meet in person 

and virtually.  
 

See page 5 for more info.  

   THE IGNATIAN YEAR 
Throughout the coming year  
St. Thomas More and Ignatius 
House will be offering special  
programming for you to deepen 
your understanding of the  
Ignatian spiritual tradition.  
 
See page 5 for details. 
 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., May 10th   Howard Thomas Moon † 
   Amari Bishop † 
Tues., May 11th   Martina Stopar 
Wed., May 12th   Mary Bachner † 
Thurs., May 13th  William Hsu † 
Fri., May 14th   Pauline Stensland † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Yohannes Assefa  
 

Pray for those who were baptized:  
Skylar and Exer Rose Bluemling, Maeve Ryan and  
Bennett Loken 
 

Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Jake Jablonski, Addison Diethorn, Ollie Bowen, Garrett  
Ruggiero, Peter Hoade, Lyle Sargent, Amelia Phalen,  
Isabelle Abbott, Drew Stelten 
 

Pray for the RCIA candidate was were confirmed: 
Will Bowen  
 

We encourage parishioners to send notes of condolence or 
encouragement to persons on the prayer list.  Send them in 
care of the STM parish offices.  We will forward your cards 
to the appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., May 11   Fr. Mark’s Vatican II Declaration on Religious Freedom Study—7:30pm  to 9pm—Zoom 
 
Wed., May 12   Ignatian Foundations 7:30pm—9:00pm—Zoom  
 
Sat., May 15   Tai Chi—7:30am to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 
Wed., May 19   Ignatian Foundations 7:30pm—9:00pm—Zoom  
 
Sat., May 22   Tai Chi—7:30am to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 
Wed., May 26   Ignatian Foundations 7:30pm—9:00pm—Zoom  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation and Pastor's  
Liaison to the STM Social Justice Committee  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=4&year=2021#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=4&year=2021#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=4&year=2021#
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In place of Fr. Mark’s usual offering, we send you words 
from Stewart Voegtlin, Director of Youth Faith Formation  
at STM. 

 
My Irish Catholic grandmother, Anna 
Maria “Nan” O’Shaughnessy, taught 
me how to ground faith in the  
senses before I ever heard of  
Brother Lawrence’s lovely little book, 
The Practice of the Presence of God. 
Cooking, gardening, doing laundry—
touching, chopping, tasting, digging, 
pruning, washing, folding. She made 
all these everyday experiences 
prayerful.  
  
When we adopt this way of thinking about faith, we begin  
to experience Eucharist and Scripture in starkly new ways.  
Indeed, Nan showed me how to experience Scripture the 
same way I experienced Treasure Island: to inhabit the  
story; to see, feel, smell, and taste it. When we experience 
Scripture this way, we find our place in the story that  
continues to be written. This experience then, becomes 
prayer. And this sort of prayer becomes an encounter  
with God’s love.  
  
We hope to do the same for our parish children this coming 
school year as we make significant changes to children’s 
faith formation programming. Formerly known as “Religious 
Education,” SPARK will rely on small group conversations 
oriented around the Bible story and Gospel message, with 
special attention given to sacramental themes, especially for 
those preparing to make their first reconciliation and  
communion later this year. Through Scripture, prayer  
practices, imaginative play, and multimodal activities, we will 
meet children where they are and invite them into an 
awareness of how God is already active in their young lives.  
We will introduce them to all the ways they might walk with 
Jesus.  
  
SPARK also becomes a cooperative next year. This means 
that we ask parents to participate actively in the faith  
formation of their children.  Specifically, at least one parent 
will volunteer for two Sunday sessions over the course of 
the school year for each child who is registered for SPARK.  
One adult from each registered family will serve two  
volunteer shifts per registered child over the calendar year.  
 
Each SPARK grade is broken into sections consisting of no 
more than 12 children.  Each section will be served by two 
catechists. When a section gathers, we’ll split the children 
into small groups of four, each small group led by a  
catechist or parent volunteer.  Adult and children will simply 
share experiences related to Bible stories.  The idea is that 
together, adults and children together will become more 
familiar with the ways God works in the world.  SPARK will 
work in much in the same way that Girl Scout or Cub Scout 
meetings do—with adult leaders and small groups of  
children in dialogue. 
 

Pope Francis’ Christus Vivit encourages parishes to transform 
their relationships with youth. We believe that SPARK does 
by asking parishioners, including parents, to participate in 
forming children. We rely not on an individual, but rather on 
all of us and our unique experiences of the risen Christ. Our 
parish is full of potential faith companions waiting to enter 
into conversation with children. The more diverse this story 
is, the more likely we will connect with our children and  
create opportunities for them to connect with Jesus.  
  
I’m reminded of a pre-pandemic experience at the 5:30 
Mass. When we began to pray the Our Father as a church 
body, I held my hands up; I closed my eyes. Suddenly, I felt a 
hand grab mine. It was a parishioner sitting in the same 
pew. I didn’t know her; she didn’t know me. But she smiled 
and I smiled back, and we prayed together. 
  
I find, especially as I get older, that I must access my faith 
through the senses. I must touch. I must taste. I must see.  
I must feel this stranger’s hand to know that God, too, is  
always reaching out to me—to us—inviting us to change  
our ways of thinking and see and feel the boundless love 
that permeates our daily lives. We hope you’ll consider  
how you and your family might support SPARK and other 
children’s’ faith formation programming at STM.  
 

Stewart Voegtlin is the Director of Youth Faith  
Formation at St. Thomas More Catholic Church. You 
may contact him via email at svoegtlin@stmga.org. 

 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes are suspended for now. Links to the 
registration form and the safety protocols are available 
under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will livestream weekday and weekend Masses for 
persons unable to participate in person, if persons are 
available to operate the video equipment.  
stmgaparish.org/livestream 
 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

May 16—Catholic Communications  
June 13—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
June 27—Peter's Pence  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

We are currently short $62,381.99 from reaching our 2021  
goal so please consider making a gift to the annual appeal 
here: archatl.com/appeal. Find us under Saint Thomas More. 
Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

May 9 – Sixth Sunday of Easter – Mother’s Day  
Happy Mothers’ Day! Make a gift in honor of or in memory of 
your mother. It is easy to honor your mother with a gift to your 
parish endowment fund. Make a gift in her name that will  
benefit your parish forever. For more information, please  
contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation at 
jgreco@cfnga.org or go to cfnga.org/give.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
THURSDAY GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION  
Thursdays, 12pm (Live on Facebook)  
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday  
at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian tradition of  
contemplation, engaging your imagination. You can access past recordings in the videos  
section of our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa 
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY 
In commemoration of the death of George Floyd on May 25, STM is forming summer sharing groups using books that ex-
amine racism in the United States as well as Black theology and spirituality.  
  
* Thea Bowman: In My Own Words (Thursdays, June 3 – July 1, 7:30pm Zoom)  
  
* Howard Thurman: Jesus and the Disinherited (Wednesdays, July 7 – August 4, 7:30pm on Zoom) OR (Mondays, July 5 – 
August 2, 7:30pm Zoom)   
 
*Jason Reynolds and Ibram Kendi: Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:00pm In-person at 
Mulhern Hall) OR (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:30pm Zoom).  
 
Space is limited. Please register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE IGNATIAN YEAR     

500 years ago St. Ignatius of Loyola was injured by a cannonball in battle. That rock-bottom moment set off a conversion 
of heart that led to him writing the Spiritual Exercises and founding the Jesuit order – the reason our parish is staffed by 
Jesuits and Ignatian lay ministers! Celebrate the beginning of the Ignatian Year, commemorating Ignatius ’ conversion with  
a live bilingual prayer service on May 19 at 7pm. 
 
Fr. Joseph M. O’Keefe, SJ, provincial of the USA East Province, and others will reflect on the vision of the Ignatian Year to 
deepen our practice of Ignatian spirituality and find new possibilities for ourselves and for our world. RSVP:  
stmgaparish.org/ignatianyear 

Throughout the coming year St. Thomas More and Ignatius House will be offering special programming for you to deepen 
your understanding of the Ignatian spiritual tradition.  

 

2-NIGHT RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES: FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE 
June 4-6 Catholic couples are invited to a weekend retreat at Ignatius House that deepens your relationship with self, each 
other and Christ. Fall in love; stay in love. Although intended for married couples, those who are engaged or contemplating 
engagement are welcome to attend. Led by Maria Cressler, MT, and John Cressler, PhD. $450 Learn more and RSVP at 
https://bit.ly/32bTTPN  

STM YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY TRIVIA NIGHT 

Pack your dinner and chair, and brush up that trivia knowledge for a night of fel-
lowship and fun! Drinks are on us! We’ll have an array of wine, beer and cocktails 
for  you to enjoy. Lot opens at 7:00pm and trivia begins  
at 7:30pm. 
 
For more information contact Andy Otto aotto@stmga.org. 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 



PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 
STM ORATORICAL 

Congratulations to  
Madeline (8th grade)  
who took 1st place in  
this year’s STM Oratorical. 
She was followed by  
Elliott (8th) in 2nd place 
and Andrew (7th) in 3rd.  
The oratorical contest  
is sponsored by the  
Modern Woodmen  
of America, a member-
owned fraternal financial 
services organization  

as an opportunity for students to develop skills in clear  
thinking, research, writing and public speaking. Each year, 
the Archdiocesan schools compete at both the school  
and the archdiocesan levels. The top 3 winners at the  
Archdiocesan level receive a trophy and recognition for  
their school. Wish Madeline luck as she goes on to compete 
with the other Archdiocese of Atlanta school winners!  

 

CALLING ALL STM SCHOOL ALUMNI! 

STM Alumni – we would love to hear from you! Send us any 
news that you would like to share: graduations, awards/
accolades, accomplishments, marriages, births, etc. for our 
Utopian Alumni Newsletter. Please email your news and 
photos to alumni@stmga.org.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/. 
  

MEDICARE HELP 
Enrolling in Medicare can be confusing, and more than  
one-third of seniors do not feel prepared to choose the 
right plan. STM parishioners who are eligible for Medicare 
may find this link helpful for selecting a plan that meets 
their financial and medical needs. For more info see: 
www.medicareplans.com/georgia/  

KOC FIRST ANNUAL CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 

The Knights of Columbus hosted a cornhole tournament on 
the STM fields this past Saturday.  
 

 
The Kids’ Division at the 
tournament. 
 
 

 

 

Fans cheer on the  
competitors. 

 

 

 

 

BAPTISMS, CONFIRMATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elliott, Madeline and Andrew 

Maeve Ryan, shown with  
parents Sean & Meredith & 
sponsor Amanda, was baptized 
Sun., May 2. 

Bennett Loken, shown with 
parents Jake & Brianna, was 
baptized Sun., May 2. 

Kait & Ryan Proctor were 
received into the Catholic 
Church & confirmed on Sun., 
April 25. Garrett Ruggiero made his 

First Eucharist Sun., May 2. 

Keira McElroy, Callan Stabler  
& Colette Long received their 
First Eucharist on Sat., April 24. 

Skyler & Exer Rose Bluemling, 
shown with parents Gregory & 
Jennifer, were baptized on 
Sun., May 2. 

http://www.stmga.org/news/
https://www.medicareplans.com/georgia/


YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
DECATUR SANDWICH PROJECT –  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!  

Looking for a service activity for your family? Decatur Sandwich Project is coordinated by one of our STM parishioners and 
is an easy way to help make a big impact feeding the homeless in our larger community. Any or every Wednesday, you can 
help by making sandwiches and or providing fruit / granola bars to be distributed to homeless shelters, low-income senior 
citizen homes, and foster children.  It is a great activity to do with kids. Learn more and sign up  
stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 
 

LEARN THE JESUIT APPROACH TO LEADERSHIP 

CLA is an Ignatian spirituality and leadership program for young adults (24 to 39). They are accepting applications now 
through May 15. You would be applying for a Virtual Cohort as there are no in-person meetings in Atlanta. Learn more 
and apply at: www.contemplativeleaders.org/apply  
 

FORTUNATE AND FAITHFUL FAMILIES RETREAT—SUNDAY, MAY 23 
Fortunate and Faithful Families, an archdiocesan approved ministry for families with LGBTQ members, will hold a virtual 
retreat, “Finding Safe Harbor”. The Zoom event will begin at 11:15 (following the livestream 10am Mass from the Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception) and end at 3pm. Presentations include a panel of young adult LGBTQ Catholics, and Father 
James Martin, SJ, author of Building a Bridge  and Learning to Pray, in dialogue with Shrine assistant pastor, Fr. Dennis 
Dorner. Small group breakout room discussion and a powerful Pentecost closing liturgy will complete the day.  
Registration information and link: http://bit.ly/FFFMay2021 (Deadline May 16). fortunatefaithfulfamilies.org 
 

STM SPARK (PK-5TH GRADE)  

SPARK, now a cooperative program that benefits from family involvement in various capacities, provides catechetical  
instruction to children not enrolled in a parochial school. SPARK relies on small group conversations oriented around the 
Bible story and Gospel message, with special attention to sacramental themes, especially for those preparing to make 
their first reconciliation and communion. Prayer practices, imaginative play, and other multimodal activities are extended 
to meet children where they are. Primary concern is to invite children into an awareness of God's activity in their lives and 
introduce them to all the ways they may walk alongside Jesus. SPARK meets on Sundays from 9:00am - 10:00 am and  
begins in late August 2021. Register: www.stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ 
 

STM IGNITE (6th-12th Grade)  

IGNITE relies on small group conversations oriented around the Bible story and Gospel message. Prayer practices, role 
play, and other multimodal activities are extended to meet children where they are. Primary concern is to invite children 
into a relationship with Jesus built on Christian practice.  Conversation topics are based on lectionary texts or social justice 
themes. Every other month a service project will stand in for a youth meeting. Service projects will be held on Saturdays 
and Sundays and will last no more than an hour. IGNITE meets on Sundays, (middle school) 3:00pm - 4:00pm, (high 
school) 4:05pm - 5:05pm and begins in September 2021.  Resiter: www.stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ 
 

STM CONFIRMATION (10TH GRADE AND OLDER)  

STM's Confirmation programming is oriented around small group discussion of the "greatest commandment." Small 
group discussions (held via Zoom) begin in late August. We will host a retreat at Ignatius House in December for confirm-
ands, and the Confirmation Mass will be held in mid- to late-January. If your child is not enrolled in a parochial school, we  
encourage you to register them for STM IGNITE as well.  Register: www.stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ 
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - ENROLL YOUR 3 OR 4 YEAR OLD 

Contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to register. 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessori-based catechesis model that respects the dignity of the child. CGS  
believes there is an innate desire in the child for God, and that they simply need the right environment to discover that. 
Children in CGS encounter Jesus and the God of salvation history through biblical stories presented with materials in the 
atrium (the CGS term for the gathering space) and make natural connections with liturgy and sacraments, making Mass 
relevant and connected to our story in Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. 
 

Starting September 12, CGS will be meeting in person. Our atrium can accommodate 3 or 4 year olds who are  
toilet-trained. If you have a child who will be three or four as of September and are interested in enrolling them 
in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd or if you are interested in becoming a catechist or assistant, please contact  
Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org. To learn more about CGS, watch this short video: https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA  

https://contemplativeleaders.org/apply
http://bit.ly/FFFMay2021
https://mailto:aotto@stmga.org
https://mailto:aotto@stmga.org
https://youtu.be/ccshOGQOneA

