
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  

(Outdoor; in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

EUCHARIST ADORATION 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         May 23th, 2021—Pentecost Sunday 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 See page 5 for details. 

  

Fr. Mark and Fr. Tim will be leaving STM for new  
assignments this summer. The Jesuit Provincial  
of the Jesuits-East Province is sending Fr. Mark to 
teach and do chaplaincy work at Gonzaga College 
High School in Washington DC. He has been pastor 
at STM since February 2016. He will leave STM for 
Washington in mid-July. Fr. Tim has been parochial 
vicar at STM since January 2019. His next  
assignment is not yet finalized. He will leave STM  
in mid-June. Fr. Tim's replacement at STM has not 
yet been named.  
 
Fr. Robert Hussey, S.J., will be the new pastor at  
STM. Fr. Bob has previously served as the provincial 
of the former Maryland Province and as pastor of  
St. Raphael's Church, the Jesuits' parish in Raleigh 
NC. He studied at LSU and Duke University. He  
entered the Jesuits in 1989 and was ordained a 
priest in 2000.  
 
We will be sad to see Fr. Mark and Fr. Tim leave but 
wish them all the best at their new assignments. 
There will be a parish-wide farewell gathering on  
Saturday, June 5th after 5:30pm Mass. More info 
coming soon.  

 

Fr. Mark 

Fr. Tim 

Fr. Bob 

FR. MARK AND FR. TIM TO LEAVE STM 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., May 24th  Johannes & Margaretha Darmawan † 
Tues., May 25th   Rosemary Ryan† 
Wed., May 26th            Jim Davis† 
Thurs., May 27th             Gabriela Fernandez† 
Fri., May 28th            Pauline Stensland† and Mary Kloza† 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who died: 
James Davis Sr, father-in-law of parishioner Karyl Davis  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Lisa Sheldon  
 

Pray for those who were baptized:  
Vincent Ivory, Mason and Olivia Eichelberger, Bertie Gordon 
and Yosias Mihreteab 
 

Pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Mia Mehretab, Sebastian Labanauskas, Grace Le and  
Braydon Johnson 
 

Pray for the RCIA candidates who were confirmed: 
Lisa Simpson  
 

Pray for those who were recently married: 
Victor Leslie and Raynusha Pillai   
 

Send notes of condolence or encouragement in care of the 
STM parish offices.  We will forward your cards to the  
appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., May 25   Young Adult Outdoor Trivia—7:00pm to 9:00pm—STM parking lot  
 

Wed., May 26   Ignatian Foundations 7:30pm—9:00pm—Zoom  
 

Sat., May 29   Tai Chi—7:30am to 10:30am—Mulhern Hall 
 

Wed., June 2   Ignatian Foundations—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom  
 

Thurs., June 3   Summer Book Study—Thea Bowman: In my own Words—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 

Mon.,  June 7   Baptism Preparation Class—7:30pm to 8:30pm—Church  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation and Pastor's  
Liaison to the STM Social Justice Committee  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=4&year=2021#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=4&year=2021#
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In my homily last Sunday, I told 
parishioners that it is a great  
sadness when I hear that a  
parishioner, especially a new  
parishioner, or a visitor has left 
STM because he or she did not 
feel welcome.  I hope this does 
not happen often, but even if it 
happens only occasionally, it is too 
often.  The community we call 
Christ’s Body should never be  
experienced as anything but warm and welcoming. 
 
It is rare, I am sure, that any parishioner would actively turn 
his or her back on another parishioner or a visitor for any 
reason.  It is much more likely that we simply fail to give due 
regard to other parishioners through carelessness.   
Perhaps we are immersed in our private thoughts and  
prayers and don’t notice the other.  Perhaps we are upset 
about something and are unable to look outward.  Perhaps 
we are particularly shy or self-conscious.  Or perhaps we 
ourselves are feeling alone and out-of-place.  None of these 
situations involves ill will toward the other.  Nevertheless, we 
ought to work to overcome these, especially when we  
gather for Eucharist.   After all, isn’t the point of Eucharist to 
deepen our communion not only with Jesus but also with 
our brothers and sisters.  We come to Eucharist to build up 
the bonds of love among us.  If we aren’t prepared to open 
our hearts to the other, if we don’t want to leave Eucharist 
more closely bound together, I don’t know why we would 
come to church.   
 
I have heard some parishioners – not many, to be sure—say 
that they have felt unwelcome because of their race or their 
economic status.  I have to accept their experience as valid.  
I can’t deny what they have felt, and if someone is made to 
feel excluded because of the color of their skin, their  
economic or social status, their sexual orientation, their 
gender, or their politics, that is unacceptable.  Such a  
situation recalls the community at Corinth which St. Paul 
scolded for excluding the poor as they ate the Lord’s  
Supper.  1 Cor. 11:17-22.  We must be better than this.   
 
I remember being taught as a child that it was a sin to talk in 
church.  The proper behavior was to be quiet upon entering 
the church, walk to one’s pew, take a seat, and say private 
prayers until the Mass started.  After Mass was over, one 
was to leave quietly without talking to family or friend or 
stranger until outside.  Nowadays, I am more inclined to 
think that it is a “sin” not to talk to one’s neighbors upon  
entering the church.  Wouldn’t it be better—more  
consistent with the purpose of Eucharist—to greet others, 
especially those one doesn’t know, and inquire as to their 
well-being.  I would count it a great improvement if  
parishioners dawdled in the aisles, chatting with friends and 
strangers alike, taking their seats only when the cantor  
intones the opening hymn. 
 
 
 
 

The many requests I get from parishioners to establish a 
“Welcome Committee” is clear evidence that more than a 
few parishioners think we can do better to make one  
another feel at home at STM.  Maybe that is the way to go, 
but I have to think that making eye contact and smiling at 
the other welcoming, greeting the other, and introducing 
oneself to the stranger is the responsibility of every  
parishioner, not just the members of a parish Welcome 
Committee. 
 
There are things—easy little things—that each one of us can 
do to make others feel welcome.  I encourage parishioners 
who already feel connected to reach outside your present 
circle of friends and include one other, even if the including 
is nothing more than a smile or a word or two of greeting to 
a stranger.  If we leave church at the end of Mass having 
approached another, particularly one who seems isolated, 
what a difference that would make. 
 
Now let’s consider the other side of the coin.  It is not only 
the responsibility of the “regulars” to reach out to the 
“newbies.”   if a parishioner is new to STM, if one is feeling 
alone in a crowded church, don’t wait for someone else to 
approach you.  Don’t sit by yourself.  Sign up for some  
parish activity.  Become a lector or Eucharistic minister.   
Volunteer to take Communion to a homebound person.  
Drive the parish bus to pick up seniors for Mass.  Introduce 
yourself to the person sitting behind you.  Yes, this can be 
hard for us introverts, but introvert or not, we all need to 
take at least some responsibility for making community.   
 
All of us, the locals and the strangers, the insiders and the 
outsiders, all of us can make the effort to cross that barrier 
that separates us from one another.  It really doesn’t take 
much.  And where more appropriate to do this but in 
church, at Eucharist.   
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact rcia@stmga.org.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes resume in June. Links to the registration 
form and the safety protocols are available under  
Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

LIVESTREAM MASSES 
We will livestream weekday and weekend Masses for 
persons unable to participate in person, if persons are 
available to operate the video equipment.  
stmgaparish.org/livestream 

 

ADORATION CHAPEL  
St. Thomas More has a chapel where Eucharistic  
exposition can take place.  This chapel has been closed 
during the pandemic, but will reopen for exposition on 
weekdays when parish offices are open beginning on 
June 1.  Persons using the chapel must wear masks and 
remain properly distant from one another.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
June 13—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
June 27—Peter's Pence  
July 11—Mission Cooperative Program  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

We need your help reaching our 
2021 goal so please consider  
making a gift to the annual appeal 
today: archatl.com/appeal. Find us 
under Saint Thomas More. Thank 
you for your support! 
 
            Campaign status as of 5/17/2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

May 23 – Pentecost  
Plan Your Will Online: Are you procrastinating making a will? 
The Catholic Foundation has simplified the will planning  
process to save you time and money at cfngalegacy.org. Please 
consider a gift to the parish endowment fund as part of your 
planning. For more information, contact Juliet Greco at 
jgreco@cfnga.org or (404) 497-9440.  

Goal: $154,400.00 

Total Pledged & Received: $139,374.71 

Recurring Gift: $0.00 

Recurring Received: $1,433.00 

Amount Received: $101,984.21 

Over/(Under) Goal: ($15,025.29) 

Percent of Goal Pledged: 90.27% 

Percent of Goal Received: 66.05% 

  

Average Gift Amount: $461.51 

Number of Donors: 302 

http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
THURSDAY GOSPEL CONTEMPLATION  
Thursdays, 12pm (Live on Facebook)  
Each week we invite you to pray with the upcoming Sunday gospel reading. Every Thursday  
at 12pm, Andy Otto will lead you through a live guided prayer using the Ignatian tradition of  
contemplation, engaging your imagination. You can access past recordings in the videos  
section of our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StThomasMoreDecaturGa 
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY 

In commemoration of the death of George Floyd on May 25, STM is forming summer sharing groups using books that  
examine racism in the United States as well as Black theology and spirituality.  
  
* Thea Bowman: In My Own Words (Thursdays, June 3 – July 1, 7:30pm Zoom)  
 * Howard Thurman: Jesus and the Disinherited (Wednesdays, July 7 – August 4, 7:30pm on Zoom) OR (Mondays, July 5 – 
August 2, 7:30pm Zoom)   
*Jason Reynolds and Ibram Kendi: Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:00pm In-person at 
Mulhern Hall) OR (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:30pm Zoom).  
 

Space is limited. Please register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 

SUMMER LOVIN': IGNATIAN MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT  

Thursdays, July 1, 8, 15, and 22 – 7:30pm, Mulhern Hall (Registration required)  
What does a 16th century celibate saint have to say about marriage today? St. Ignatius of  
Loyola developed the Spiritual Exercises as a way for individuals to grow closer to God. If 
God is love, then this development can lead us closer to one another as well. Join us for 
a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow the movements of Ignatius' 4 
weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted for relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality such as the 
rules for the discernment of spirits, a relationship Examen, imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow 
closer to God and one another. Whether you've been married 6 months or 60 years, there's always more to explore in the 
great mystery of God (and love!). Give yourself and your marriage the gift of summer lovin'! Register here:  
www.stmgaparish.org/summerlovin 
 

PRAY WITH THE JESUITS THIS IGNATIAN YEAR     

500 years ago St. Ignatius of Loyola was injured by a cannonball in battle. That rock-bottom 
moment set off a conversion of heart that led to him writing the Spiritual Exercises and  
founding the Jesuit order – the reason our parish is staffed by Jesuits and Ignatian lay  

ministers!  
Pray with the Jesuits throughout the year using resources available on the 
Journey with Ignatius app. www.stmgaparish.org/jesuitapp 
 
Throughout the coming year St. Thomas More and Ignatius House will be offering special programming for 
you to deepen your understanding of the Ignatian spiritual tradition. For a list of upcoming events, please 
visit: www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/  

IGNATIUS HOUSE IS HIRING 
Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center at 6700 Riverside Dr. NW, Atlanta, seeks to urgently fill three open positions. We  
welcome referrals from parishes and St. Vincent de Paul conferences as they encounter individuals who are seeking work. 
Open positions include: Part-time Kitchen Assistant, Part-time Housekeeping Assistant and Part-time Groundskeeper. 
To enquire, contact Robert Holsten, director of Operations, rholsten@ignatiushouse.org, 404.255.0503 x228. 

STM YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY TRIVIA NIGHT 

Pack your dinner and chair, and brush up that trivia knowledge for a night of fellowship 
and fun! Drinks are on us! We’ll have an array of wine, beer and cocktails for  you to en-
joy. Lot opens at 7:00pm and trivia begins  
at 7:30pm. 
 
For more information contact Andy Otto aotto@stmga.org. 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/
mailto:rholsten@ignatiushouse.org


PARISH NEWS       SOCIAL JUSTICE 

SCHOOL NEWS 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW NATIONAL JUNIOR 

HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES! 
Congratulations to these students inducted into the  
National Junior Honor Society for 2021! NJHS is an  
organization established to recognize outstanding middle 
school students. Membership not only recognizes students 
for their accomplishments, but also challenges them to  
develop further through active involvement in school  
activities and community service. We’re so proud of these 
students and look forward to seeing what they achieve 
next!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STM 8TH GRADER WINS 1ST PLACE IN ARCHDIOCESE 

OF ATLANTA ORATORICAL COMPETITION! 

Madeline did it! Each 
year, the Archdiocesan 
middle schools com-
pete at both the 
school and the archdi-
ocesan levels in an 
Oratorical competi-
tion. In April, Madeline 
won first place in our 
school’s Oratorical and 
then went on to repre-
sent STM at the Arch-
diocesan level compe-
tition earlier this 
month.  
 
Drumroll, please….she won first place!!! We’re jumping up 
and down proud of her and grateful to all the STM teachers 
who’ve nurtured her along the way. 
 

 

STM REVISES FACE MASK REQUIREMENTS 
Effective this Sunday, May 23, and consistent with CDC and 
Archdiocesan guidelines, fully vaccinated parishioners need 
not wear a face mask at the Sunday morning outdoor Mass 
and at the weekday indoor Masses.  However, we ask  
parishioners who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a 
face mask at the Sunday morning outdoor Mass, and we 
ask all parishioners, whether vaccinated or not, to continue 
to wear a face mask at the Vigil and Sunday indoor Masses. 
 

We also ask parishioners at all Masses to continue to  
provide a safe space between your household and others. 
 

BAPTISM PREP CLASS RESUMES 
Baptism preparation classes resume in June 2021. The  
classes will be held in person on the second Monday of 
each month, except holidays. The next class is Monday, 
June 7. Register: stmgaparish.org/sacramental-life/baptism/ 
 

Please note that all those already on schedule for June  
baptisms will NOT be required to attend the baptism prep. 
All others will need to complete the class before baptizing 
their child at St. Thomas More.  
 

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED FOR SENIOR TRANSPORT  
We are resuming our STM bus service for seniors who want 
to come to weekend Mass.  All drivers will need a  
background check prior to being able to drive the bus. If 
you are a good driver and interested in helping, contact 
Darija at:  parishoffice@stmga.org.  

WEDDING AT STM 

Congratulations to Victor Leslie and 
Raynusha Pillai  who were married at 
STM on May 15, 2021.  

 

FLICK ON THE FIELD! 
Join the Social Justice Committee at 7:30pm on 
June 19th for an outdoor film screening of 
“13th”.  This informative documentary explores 
the history of racial inequality in the United 
States and how this has led to disproportionate 
numbers of African Americans in the nation’s 
prisons. Bring your own chair and refreshments 
and meet on the STM field. Prior to the film, we'll gather for 
prayer and discussion. Film screening will begin around 
8:30pm. 
 

L'ARCHE HOUSE RENOVATIONS COMPLETED 
Tim Moore, Executive Director of L'Arche Atlanta, an  
international organization that provides long-term  
residential care for adults with disabilities, reported to STM 
parishioners that the renovation of its new community at 
the corner of Scott Boulevard and Clairemont Avenue is 
complete.  L'Arche has applied for a certificate of  
occupancy and is awaiting permission to move in staff and 
residents.  Two years ago, STM made a gift of $50,000 to 
L'Arche Atlanta to help fund this project. 
 

HOUSE FURNISHINGS NEEDED FOR CATHOLIC  

STUDENTS 
The Candler School of Theology at Emory University is 
opening a new residence for students in its Catholic Studies 
Program.  The residence will provide a supportive  
community environment for graduate students training for 
ministry in the Catholic Church.  Three young Catholic  
women will be its first residents.  They need donations of 
furniture and household items to furnish this new  
community, including beds and other bedroom furniture, 
dining and living room furniture, and assorted accessories 
like lamps and rugs.  If you have items to donate, contact 
Terresa Ford at 404-979-0270. 



YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SUPPORT FOR LBGTQ PERSONS SUFFERING FROM 

HIV/AIDS 

LGBTQ persons who are suffering from HIV/AIDS can find 
support and care at: www.siloamwellness.org. 
 

FORTUNATE AND FAITHFUL FAMILIES RETREAT—

SUNDAY, MAY 23 
Fortunate and Faithful Families, an archdiocesan approved 
ministry for families with LGBTQ members, will hold a virtual 
retreat, “Finding Safe Harbor”. The Zoom event will begin at 
11:15 (following the livestream 10am Mass from the Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception) and end at 3pm.  
Registration information and link: http://bit.ly/FFFMay2021 
(Deadline May 16). fortunatefaithfulfamilies.org 
 

UPCOMING VIRTUAL RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND 

PROGRAM 
Retrouvaille, an international Christian-based marriage-
healing ministry, is offering a virtual weekend retreat June 
10-13. For more information, please contact local 
Retrouvaille coordinators Andy and Lilly at 770-912-4743 or 
visit the national website: www.helpourmarriage.org  

SUNDAY MASS DISPENSATON LIFTED 

The Archbishop will lift the dispensation from the Sunday 
Mass obligation the weekend of May 23-23.  At that time, 
the traditional obligation on Catholics to participate in  
Sunday Eucharist is restored.  Parishioners are reminded 
that there is no obligation to participate in Sunday Mass if 
one is sick or would be seriously inconvenienced by  
participating. 
 

HOLY FAMILY COUNSELING CENTER  

Holy Family Counseling Center is made up of Catholic  
therapists of varying backgrounds who have come together 
to offer aid to those who wish to receive counseling and 
psychotherapy that will not compromise their personal  
value system. We provide counseling from a Catholic  
Christian perspective for couples, individuals and families 
placing value in the dignity of the individual and marriage as 
well as the family. www.holyfamilycounselingcenter.com  
 
 

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL YOUTH FORMATION  

 3 & 4 year olds can register for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd—Now full! 

 PreK (age 4+)-5th Grade will register for SPARK  

 6th-12th Grade will register for IGNITE  

 10th Grade and older will also register for Confirmation  

Contact Stewart (svoegtlin@stmga.org) if you’d like to volunteer. Register on  
our website: www.stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

All high school students of our parish are invited to an end-of-the-year 
party on the STM field on Sunday, June 13 at 3:00pm. We'll have music, 
games, desserts and refreshments, photo booth and a special senior 
send off. Come to meet with your friends and celebrate making it 
through this crazy Covid school year! 

 

 

ARE YOU SEEKING TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF THE CHILDREN IN OUR PARISH?  

Consider being trained as a catechist for our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) program, a Montessori-based model 
that emphasizes encounter with Jesus. CGS is a non-traditional catechesis method, where children lead and our faith’s 
principles are shared through Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s approach enable both catechist and  
catechumen to interact imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their relationship with Jesus. We are looking for 
those who would like to be trained as catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages 3-6). Initial training  
occurs over the course of a long weekend with follow-up trainings, totalling 90 hours. You will grow in your faith in this 
journey! If you’re a creative person that wants to share your gifts and talents with this parish’s children in a big way, please 
contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  

http://www.siloamwellness.org
http://bit.ly/FFFMay2021
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/

