
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  

(Outdoor; in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

EUCHARIST ADORATION 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         June 27, 2021—13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

CALL FOR CATECHISTS  
We have a current enrollment of 112 
children, with an expectation of 175 to 
200. We require 4 catechists for Pre-K,  
3 catechists for kindergarten, 2  
catechists each for 1st and 4th grades, 
and three catechists for 5th grade.    
 

We need your help to make SPARK  
happen in late August!   
 

See page 5 of the bulletin for details. 

Throughout the coming year St. Thomas More and Ignatius 
House will be offering special programming for you to deepen 
your understanding of the Ignatian spiritual tradition. For a list 
of upcoming events, please visit:  
                       www.stmgaparish.org/ignatianyear/ &  
                       www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/ 

 

IGNATIAN MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT  

Thursdays, July 1, 8, 15, & 22 at 7:30pm  
Mulhern Hall (Registration required)  
See page 5 of the bulletin for more info. 

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/


 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Monday, June 28th  Evelyn Campbell Maihofer †    
   Barbara Bower † 
Tuesday, June 29th          Eamon Giblin † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Robert Skehan  
Remer Murris Graham  

Pray for those who are sick: 
Liz Bucko 
Joseph Noto, father of parishioner Tony Noto  
Mary Rutherford  
Jonathan White  
 
Pray for those who were baptized: 
Ronan Kirk 
Lucy James 
John Victor Doris-Solano 
 

 
Send notes of condolence or encouragement in care of the 
STM parish offices.  We will forward your cards to the  
appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., June 29   Summer Book Study—Stamped—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Parish Library and Zoom 
 
Thurs., July 1   Summer Book Study—Thea Bowman: In my own Words—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Tues., July 6   Summer Book Study—Stamped—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Parish Library and Zoom 
 
Wed., July 7   Summer Book Study—Jesus and the Disinherited—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Mon., July 12   Virtus Class—6:00pm to 9:00pm—Mulhern Hall 
    Baptism Preparation Class—7:30pm to 8:30pm—Church 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation and Pastor's  
Liaison to the STM Social Justice Committee  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=7&year=2021#
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The July 4 weekend will be my last weekend with you as your pastor before I leave for 
my new assignment at Gonzaga High School in Washington DC.   I can’t tell you how 
grateful I am that the COVID restrictions have eased and parishioners are returning to 
Mass and other parish events.  I would be been deeply saddened if I had left STM 
while parishioners were still discouraged from gathering and were covering their faces 
and keeping their distance from one another.  That is not how I would choose to 
spend my last months with you.  So thank God that we are returning to some  
semblance of our pre-COVID life together. 
 
Every week I see a few more people who have been away for the last 15 or so months  
returning to Sunday Eucharist.  What a joy this is!  Each week the church gets a little fuller and the energy a  
little sharper.  I am realizing how dear you all have become to me.  I will miss you all terribly. 
 
STM is a special place.  You have welcomed me and cared for me during my time as your pastor, and you have  
overwhelmed me in recent days with your kind words of farewell.  As you have cared for me, I have tried to 
care for you.  I am sorry for my failings, but I am grateful to God to the extent I may have been able to give 
something valuable to you and your families.  Each of you has given me something precious of yourselves. 
 
I have served in four different parishes and been a pastor in three of them.  Each parish is unique, and I  
remember each one fondly, but STM will always hold a special place in my heart.   
 
If you should want to contact me at Gonzaga, my mailing address will be:   
 
Jesuit Community at Gonzaga 
19 I Street NW 
Washington DC 20001-1425 
   
My email will be:  mhorak@jesuits.org. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
P.S.    Parishioners have undoubtedly heard that the US bishops are considering a proposal to establish  
guidelines regarding whether Catholic politicians should be denied access to Eucharist because of positions 
they take on issues of concern to the Church.  A particularly good article on this issue recently appeared in 
America Magazine.  You might find it helpful.  It can be found at:   https://bit.ly/3gMKGph 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes resume in June. Links to the registration 
form and the safety protocols are available under  
Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

ADORATION CHAPEL  
St. Thomas More has a chapel where Eucharistic  
exposition can take place and is open for exposition on 
weekdays when parish offices are open.   

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
June 27—Peter's Pence  
July 11—Mission Cooperative Program  
July 18—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY DURING THE SUMMER 
We hope you enjoy your  
summer travels, but please 
remember your weekly  
offertory. Please consider  
signing up for online giving to 
help us cover expenses while 
you are away. You can sign up 
for online giving by going to 
www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 
And if you make the switch and 
no longer need envelopes mailed to you, please email 
ParishOffice@stmga.org.  
 
Second Collection donations and one-time donations can also 
be made through online giving.  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

We need your help reaching 
our 2021 goal so please 
consider making a gift to the 
annual appeal today:  
donate.archatl.com. We are 
still $33,944 short of our 
goal. Find us under Saint 
Thomas More. Thank you 
for your support! 
 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

June 27 – Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Do you have an insurance policy you no longer need? Donate it 
to the parish endowment fund. The process is simple and it will 
help the parish for many years to come. You will receive a nice 
tax deduction based on the cash value in the policy. For details, 
contact Juliet Greco at jgreco@cfnga.org or 404-497-9440.  

 

WE WISH YOU A  

BLESSED SUMMER! 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:ParishOffice@stmga.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
SUMMER BOOK STUDY 

Space is limited. Please register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 * Howard Thurman: Jesus and the Disinherited (Wednesdays, July 7 – August 4, 7:30pm on Zoom)  
 *Jason Reynolds and Ibram Kendi: Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:00pm In-person  
in the Parish Library) OR (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:30pm Zoom).  
 

SUMMER LOVIN': IGNATIAN MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT  

Thursdays, July 1, 8, 15, and 22 – 7:30pm, Mulhern Hall (Registration required)  
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow the  
movements of Ignatius' 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted for  
relationships. Give yourself and your marriage the gift of summer lovin'!  
Register here: stmgaparish.org/summerlovin  
 

St. Thomas More has been awarded a grant of $1,000 from the Catholic Foundation 
of North Georgia.  These funds will be used to support our new 4-week marriage enrichment program for married cou-
ples.  The program, designed by Andy and Sarah Otto, STM and Ignatius House staff members, is unique in the Archdio-
cese and draws on the wisdom in St. Ignatius' Spiritual Exercises. 
 

“I AM NOT YOUR NEGRO” FILM SCREENING 

Saturday July 17, 2021 12-3 p.m. in Mulhern Hall 
The Oscar nominated documentary “I Am Not Your Negro” is a personal account of the lives and assassinations of three of 
writer James Baldwin’s close friends: Medgar Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr.  The film, narrated by actor  
Samuel Jackson, chronicles the racial climate in the America of Baldwin’s day which parallels current events in our time. This  
screening will include opportunities for silent reflection, journaling and sharing. Please bring your journal and favorite pen.  
 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 

Join us online for this six-week series, Ignatian Foundations - a Six-Week Introduction to the Ignatian Worldview from July 27 
through August 31, 2021 from 7.30pm - 9pm. Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by 
studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian ministers, 

addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom.  Register bit.ly/igfound727  
 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

STM PAINT PARTY  
July 28th from 12-2:00 pm 
Middle and High School students come let your hair down in Mulhern Hall and enjoy a day of relaxing painting and great 
food. This event will be hosted by parishioner Terresa Ford. Paint party participants will be provided acrylic paints, brushes 
and canvas to create a painting of a still life set-up. Please bring a special item to add to the still life set up such as a rosary, 
photograph, or other item of significant meaning to you. Space is limited to 15 so register early.  
stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ 
 

SPARK VOLUNTEER CATECHISTS NEEDED  
We are seeking volunteer catechists to help make SPARK happen in late August. we have worked to substantially lessen the 
burden on catechists:  
Lesson plans are provided for catechists, Catechists are supported by parent volunteers, In-person gatherings are limited 
to two per month, sometimes with only one gathering per month, Catechist children participate in children's programming 
for free (CGS, SPARK, IGNITE).  And we have shifted away from traditional pedagogy, i.e., school, and towards a true faith 
formation model, which rests on accompaniment and connection with children in meaningful ways. 
Questions? Contact Stewart at svoegtlin@stmga.org or give him a call at 404-309-4809. 
 

STM IGNITE FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP  

STM Middle and High School Youth are invited to join us for "Friday Fellowship" via Zoom (nearly)  
every Friday this summer! Friday Fellowship provides a safe place where the kids can come together  
and share what's on their hearts. Anything goes! Bring your favorite beverage/snack and join Stewart 
Voegtlin and STM parishioner/intern Terresa Ford at noon (middle school) and 2 PM (high school).  
Contact Terresa Ford (terresaford2014@gmail.com) for more information.   



PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

STM CLASS OF 2017 & CLASS OF 2016 RECEPTIONS 

My how the time flies! It seems like just yesterday, these 
newly graduated high school seniors and college freshmen 
were roaming the halls of STM. What a wonderful time of 
reconnection and celebration as they joined teachers and 
staff again on campus.  We loved seeing how they’d grown 
(especially some of the boys!) and matured and were excited 
to catch up. We extend congratulations and best wishes as 
they make their way to college, and we look forward to  
future visits!  

 

SOWING SEEDS  

Our first graders were thrilled to dig in the dirt as they 
learned about the parts of a plant and its life cycle. As they 
planted the petite seeds of beans, beets, tomatoes, and 
sunflowers, they gained knowledge about sunlight, water, 
and the nutrients plants need to survive and dreamed of the 
day when tiny shoots would reveal themselves.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/  

JOIN OUR PARISH 
Are you a registered member of our parish? Being a  
registered member helps us to keep you informed  
about on parish news, events and activities . Register  
today: www.stmgaparish.org/about/join-our-parish/ 
 

UPDATE YOUR INFO 
If you have recently moved, please let the parish office 
know so we can update your info. Email 
parishoffice@stmga.org.  
 

MEDICARE HELP  
Enrolling in Medicare can be confusing, and more than one
-third of seniors do not feel prepared to choose the right 
plan. STM parishioners who are eligible for Medicare may 
find this link helpful for selecting a plan that meets their 
financial and medical needs. For more info see: 
www.medicareplans.com/georgia/  
 

EMAIL SCAM MAKING THE ROUNDS  
Several STM parishioners and staff have reported receiving 
what seems to be e-mailed requests from Fr. Mark and  
others for money or other assistance. These are not  
legitimate! Please ignore and immediately delete.  
 

RCIA SPONSORS NEEDED 
Attention all STM Parishioners! RCIA (the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults) will resume our regular in-person 
meetings this fall. We are looking for parishioners to  
participate in RCIA as sponsors. This is a chance for you to be a 
friend to someone who is exploring Catholic Christianity 
and/or considering becoming a Catholic. Please reach out 
to Richard Joseph or to the RCIA team at rcia@stmga.org 
for more information or to volunteer. Thank you!  

 

S FACTOR LUNCH WITH FR MARK 

The S Factor celebrated 
Fr. Mark on Wednesday 
with a luncheon at Cafe 
Lily.  Twenty six  
members attended to 
give Fr. Mark a personal 
farewell.   
 

CANCER SEWING GROUP 
The Our Lady of Perpetual Help Home sent a thank you 
letter to the STM Cancer Sewing group thanking them for 
their recent donation of 150 pads. These pads are used for 
the comfort and care of their residents. We are grateful for 
all the hard work these parishioners have put in to support 
the Our Lady of Perpetual Help Home. 
 

 
 

TRAVELING THIS SUMMER? 
Use our parish app to find a church to 
attend Mass while you are out of town. 
Visit www.myparishapp.com to download. 
Select the Discover Mass icon and enter a 
zip code or city and state to see a list of 
Catholic churches in your location.  
 

You can also listen to homilies from STM and read our 
weekly bulletins while you are on the road. Safe travels! 

 

http://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:rcia@stmga.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

JOIN L’ARCHE ATLANTA FOR AN EVENING TO CELEBRATE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN OUR COMMUNITIES!   
Saturday, July 10: Gates open at 7:30pm, Film Screening at 9:00pm | Legacy Park (500 S. Columbia Drive, Decatur, 30030)  
Spend an evening with people with disabilities in our community at Treasure Maps, a pop-up, interactive, outdoor theatre. 
The event will include live local hosts, food trucks, live music, a visual arts installation, and vendors. The screening is free, 
but please register here to join us: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/treasure-maps-the-georgia-storytelling-roadshow-atlanta-
night-tickets-156034406109 Questions? Contact Megan Denton megan@larcheatlanta.org.   
 

LAUDATO SI’ CONFERENCE 
July 13-15; virtual conference hosted by the Catholic Climate Covenant and Creighton University. Includes breakout  
sessions in eight areas of focus to expand Laudato Si’ efforts. Presentations will be followed by discussion. Cost is free  
but registration is required. Contact: visit creighton.edu/catholicclimate for more information.   
 

LEAVING A LEGACY THROUGH STORYTELLING 
Thu, June 24; 10-11am; virtual meeting sponsored by the Office of Formation and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of  
Atlanta. Special guest Janet Schaeffler, OP, will look at why elders are utilizing various ways of naming and confirming the 
legacy of their life. Will be helpful for younger generations, families, ministry leaders and caregivers. Visit  
tiny.cc/catholicsenior to register.  
 

NURSE MANAGER NEEDED 
Pregnancy Aid Clinic is seeking a full time Registered Nurse with administrative and managerial experience to help lead 
the clinic's next phase of expansion. PAC is dedicated to upholding the sanctity of life, providing limited medical services, 
advocacy, resources, and education to families in unexpected pregnancy situations. The Clinic is endorsed by the  
Archdiocese of Atlanta and operates out of locations in Forest Park, Atlanta, and Roswell.  To inquire about the RN  
Manager position, email Lisa Regan at lregan@pregnancyaidclinic.org. 
 

SAFE HOUSE WORK DAY 
Volunteers from the parish joined the STM Knights of  
Columbus for another successful work day at a safe house 
for women escaping sex-trafficking.  Thanks to all the  
volunteers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIKE HELMETS NEEDED FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED  

DECATUR RESIDENTS 

Margaret Beltrami, a STM high school student, is organizing 
an effort to collect new or gently-used child and adult bike 
helmets.  Drop your helmets in the box in the STM church 
narthex between July 17 and July 27.  For more information 
or to make a financial gift to the cause, email Margaret at: 
mbeltrami13@icloud.com. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

The St Thomas More Conference needs additional  
volunteers to serve as Case Workers to assist the working 
poor in our community.   Please consider whether this  
volunteer opportunity may be a good fit for you by reading 
the following description on our website: 
www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 
 

ATHLETIC NEWS 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION OPEN THROUGH JULY 15  

The program will be open to rising 5th - 8th STM students and parishioners and runs from 
August to early October.  We will have two divisions of teams - 5th/6th Teams and 7th/8th Teams.  
Registration is first-come, first-serve, with the possibility of a wait list (the number of teams will 
depend on the number of volunteer coaches).  Beginners are welcome—no previous play  
experience is required!  
 
For more info visit: www.stmgaparish.org/volleyball 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

YOUNG ADULTS!  

Have an idea for the next YAM event? Karaoke? Hike? Bowling night? Contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org and propose 
your idea. Also, save the date for our YAM Day Retreat at Ignatius House, October 9.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/treasure-maps-the-georgia-storytelling-roadshow-atlanta-night-tickets-156034406109
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/treasure-maps-the-georgia-storytelling-roadshow-atlanta-night-tickets-156034406109
mailto:megan@larcheatlanta.org
https://www.creighton.edu/catholicclimate
mailto:lregan@pregnancyaidclinic.org
mailto:mbeltrami13@icloud.com
http://www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jc8hnhhabusoyoz/IMG_9361.JPG?dl=0

