
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  

(Outdoor; in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

EUCHARIST ADORATION 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         June 20, 2021—12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

DOCUMENTARY SCREENING 

June 22nd, 6:30pm at STM 
See page 5 for details. 

 
There will be two  

Masses in honor of  
St. Thomas More on  
Tuesday, June 22nd at 

12:15pm & 
6:00pm  

(organized by the  
STM Society) 

 
All are welcome! 

HAPPY FEAST DAY TO ST. THOMAS MORE! 

If you're thinking about becoming 
Catholic but you've been waiting 
for a sign...   
       

      This is it!  See page 4 for details. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., June 21st     Alice Hall  † 
   Michael Slusny † 
Wed., June 23rd   Steve Kappy † 
   Emil Brown † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Emil Brown  
Gudrun Callahan, mother of parishioner Christiana Jacxsens  
Epifania Hallazgo, mother of parishioner Janet Hallazgo and 
grandmother of parishioner Jillian Fry  
Abram Minter Patterson, III  

Pray for those who are sick: 
Liz Bucko 
Mary Rutherford  
George Waterhouse  
 

 
Send notes of condolence or encouragement in care of the 
STM parish offices.  We will forward your cards to the  
appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., June 22   St Thomas More Feast Day Mass—12:15pm and 6:00pm to 7:00pm—Church 
 
Thurs., June 24   Summer Book Study—Thea Bowman: In my own Words—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Tues., June 29   Summer Book Study—Stamped—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Parish Library and Zoom 
 
Thurs., July 1   Summer Book Study—Thea Bowman: In my own Words—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Mon., July 5   Summer Book Study—Jesus and the Disinherited—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom  
 
Tues., July 6   Summer Book Study—Stamped—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Parish Library and Zoom 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation and Pastor's  
Liaison to the STM Social Justice Committee  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&op=cal&month=7&year=2021#
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I trust we can all agree that the 
Jesus we encounter in the  
Gospels commands us to love.  
Indeed, when asked what is the 
greatest commandment, Jesus 
answered unequivocally, “Love.  
Love God and neighbor.”  He then 
lived this command by caring  
always for others, especially those 
most in need and those least 
loved by you and me. 
 
We who have a share of Jesus’ Spirit by Baptism and who 
call ourselves by his name try to follow his way.  We are 
“companions with him on mission,” as we Jesuits and our 
colleagues like to say.  We are committed as individuals to 
care for those whom we encounter in our daily lives—on 
the road, in our homes, at work, in the grocery store.  We 
are also committed as a community—as families, as a  
parish, and as a nation – to promote the well-being of all 
our brothers and sisters, whoever they are and wherever 
we may find them. 
 
Our parish life ministries (those parish activities that are 
directed to the care of our fellow parishioners and to the 
upbuilding of our parish community) and our social justice 
ministries (those parish works that promote the well-being 
of persons in need beyond our parish boundaries) are 
therefore at the heart of our parish mission.  A large part of 
our parish budget is devoted to the promotion of our parish 
life and social justice.  So that our social justice work is  
responsive to the community’s needs as we experience 
them, STM has a Social Justice Committee composed of a 
diverse group of parishioners. This Committee is charged 
with, among other things, assessing the needs of the parish 
and the larger Atlanta community in light of Archdiocesan 
and Jesuit social justice priorities and on the basis of an  
annual parish-wide examen done during Sunday Masses.  In 
the examen, parishioners prayerfully consider the “signs of 
the times” and identify the greatest needs.  The Committee 
then chooses a priority for the year.  In past years, the  
Committee has prioritized care for immigrants and refugees 
and the homeless.  The most recent examen indicated that 
the first concern of most parishioners is racial injustice and 
violence against persons of color in the United States.   
Sadly, many of our own parishioners of color disclosed that 
they have not always felt welcome even within our STM 
community.   
 
Simply because I may have not witnessed this personally, I 
cannot deny the experience of my brothers and sisters of 
color.  I cannot dismiss their experience as “wrong” or mis-
taken.  Indeed, if any parishioner feels rejected because of 
his or her race, gender, sexual orientation, or ethnic back-
ground, I, as pastor, must take it seriously and address it.  
Those STM parishioners who identified racial injustice as a 
serious problem in the United States obviously feel the 
same way.   
 
 

Accordingly, the STM Social Justice Committee has decided 
to focus our parish social justice efforts this year on  
promoting a greater understanding of the experience of 
Black persons, including Black parishioners.  The  
Committee’s and my hope is that greater understanding will 
lead to greater solidarity among all parishioners.   
 
The Committee has already sponsored a retreat and a  
series of book studies on the subject of racial injustice in the 
United States.  For example, this past spring, dozens of  
parishioners discussed the books White Fragility, by Robin 
DiAngelo, and Racial Justice and the Catholic Church, by  
Fr. Bryan Massingale.  Now, the Committee is sponsoring  
an evening with Dr. Dietra Hawkins, a Black Catholic clinical  
psychologist who has worked with Catholic parishes and 
clergy around the United Stated to help them understand 
how Black persons experience racism in our time and to 
help those who have been harmed by racism to heal and  
be reconciled with those who have harmed them.  More  
information on this event will be forthcoming. 
 
I hope that the on-going efforts of our Social Justice  
Committee will help us become a more welcoming  
community, a more inclusive parish, and a more loving  
family. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes resume in June. Links to the registration 
form and the safety protocols are available under  
Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

ADORATION CHAPEL  
St. Thomas More has a chapel where Eucharistic  
exposition can take place and is open for exposition on 
weekdays when parish offices are open.   

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
June 27—Peter's Pence  
July 11—Mission Cooperative Program  
July 18—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY DURING THE SUMMER 
We hope you enjoy your  
summer travels, but please 
remember your weekly  
offertory. Please consider  
signing up for online giving to 
help us cover expenses while 
you are away. You can sign up 
for online giving by going to 
www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 
And if you make the switch and 
no longer need envelopes mailed to you, please email 
ParishOffice@stmga.org.  
 
Second Collection donations and one-time donations can also 
be made through online giving.  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

We need your help reaching 
our 2021 goal so please 
consider making a gift to the 
annual appeal today: 
archatl.com/appeal. We are 
still $43,222 short of our 
goal. Find us under Saint 
Thomas More. Thank you 
for your support! 
 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

June 20 – Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time/Father’s Day Happy 
Father’s Day! Make a gift in honor of or in memory of your  
father: It is easy to honor your father with a gift to his parish 
endowment fund. Make a gift in his name that will benefit his 
parish now and forever. For more information, please contact 
Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation at jgreco@cfnga.org, or 
go to cfnga.org/give.  

 

WE WISH YOU A  

BLESSED SUMMER! 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:ParishOffice@stmga.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
BUILDING A BRIDGE - DOCUMENTARY SCREENING  

Tuesday, June 22, 6:30pm in Mulhern Hall  
Is the Church ready to accept the LGBTQ+ community? Fr. James Martin, SJ is featured in a documentary film produced by 
Martin Scorsese that examines this question. STM appears in the film when Fr. Martin visited in 2018 and spoke on his 
book, Building a Bridge. Join us for a screening of this Tribeca Film Festival documentary, followed by discussion.  
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY 

Space is limited. Please register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 * Howard Thurman: Jesus and the Disinherited (Wednesdays, July 7 – August 4, 7:30pm on Zoom) OR (Mondays,  
July 5 – August 2, 7:30pm Zoom)   
*Jason Reynolds and Ibram Kendi: Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:00pm In-person  
at Mulhern Hall) OR (Tuesdays, June 29 – July 27, 7:30pm Zoom).  
 

SUMMER LOVIN': IGNATIAN MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT  

Thursdays, July 1, 8, 15, and 22 – 7:30pm, Mulhern Hall (Registration required)  
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow the movements of 
Ignatius' 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted for relationships. Give yourself and 
your marriage the gift of summer lovin'! Register here:  
www.stmgaparish.org/summerlovin  
 

St. Thomas More has been awarded a grant of $1,000 from the Catholic Foundation of North Georgia.  These funds will be 
used to support our new 4-week marriage enrichment program for married couples.  The program, designed by Andy and 
Sarah Otto, STM and Ignatius House staff members, is unique in the Archdiocese and draws on the wisdom in St. Ignatius' 
Spiritual Exercises. 
 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 

Join us online for this six-week series, Ignatian Foundations - a Six-Week Introduction to the Ignatian Worldview from July 27 
through August 31, 2021 from 7.30pm - 9pm. Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by 
studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian ministers, 
addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom.  Register bit.ly/igfound727  
 

PRAY WITH THE JESUITS THIS IGNATIAN YEAR     

Throughout the coming year St. Thomas More and Ignatius House will be offering  
special programming for you to deepen your understanding of the Ignatian spiritual  
tradition. For a list of upcoming events, please visit: www.stmgaparish.org/ignatianyear/ 
and www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/. 
 
 

JOURNEY WITH IGNATIUS 

Join a community of pilgrims on the Ignatian journey to find God  
in all things. 

Follow the footsteps of Ignatius from his years as a young page in  
Arevalo, Spain to his final days as Superior General of the Society  
of Jesus in Rome, Italy.  Read from Ignatius’ own writings, insights 
from selected Jesuit sources, and invitations to programs on  
Ignatian spirituality all while joining a community of prayer. 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
STM IGNITE FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP  

STM Middle and High School Youth are invited to join us for "Friday Fellowship" via Zoom (nearly)  
every Friday this summer! Friday Fellowship provides a safe place where the kids can come together  
and share what's on their hearts. Anything goes! Bring your favorite beverage/snack and join Stewart 
Voegtlin and STM parishioner/intern Terresa Ford at noon (middle school) and 2 PM (high school).  
Contact Terresa Ford (terresaford2014@gmail.com) for more information.   

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY! 

Happy Fathers’ Day to all the dads and dad-like men who 
show compassion and love for their children. May God  
bless you! 

“So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still 
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion;  
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.”  
- Luke 15:20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY FEAST DAY ST. THOMAS MORE! 

Happy feast day for our school’s namesake St. Thomas 
More! We carry on his name and his dedication to the  
Catholic faith as we teach our students to put their faith 
into action.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/  

OUTDOOR MASS MOVES TO THE COURTYARD 
In order to free up the parking lot for parking, the Sunday 
morning outdoor Mass will move to the Mulhern Hall  
courtyard effective Sunday, June 20 and will remain there 
until further notice.  The time of the outdoor Mass will  
remain at 10:15am.  Participants should still bring their  
own chairs.  The air-conditioned Mulhern Hall will be open 
for use, if parishioners desire. 

JOIN OUR PARISH 
Are you a registered member of our parish? Being a  
registered member helps us to keep you informed  
about news from our parish. Register today on our  
website: www.stmgaparish.org/about/join-our-parish/ 
 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
Several parishioners have contacted the parish office to let 
us know they have not been receiving their offertory  
envelopes.  We are aware of the issue and are investigating 
with our envelope providing vendor and the Decatur post 
office.  
 
Don’t forget— you are welcome to sign up for online  
giving by going to www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ If you make 
the switch, email the parish office ParishOffice@stmga.org 
to be removed from the envelope mailing.  
 
Second Collection donations and one-time donations can 
also be made through online giving.  
 

S FACTOR LUNCH WITH FR TIM 

Members of the S  
Factor bid adieu to 
Fr. Tim with a  
luncheon at Sprig 
restaurant.  

 

 

 

 

RCIA SPONSORS NEEDED 

Attention all STM Parishioners! RCIA (the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults) will resume our regular in-person 
meetings this fall. We are looking for parishioners to  
participate in RCIA as sponsors. This is a chance for you to be a 
friend to someone who is exploring Catholic Christianity 
and/or considering becoming a Catholic. Please reach out 
to Richard Joseph or to the RCIA team at rcia@stmga.org 
for more information or to volunteer. Thank you!  

 

http://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:ParishOffice@stmga.org
mailto:rcia@stmga.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

JOIN L’ARCHE ATLANTA FOR AN EVENING TO CELEBRATE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN OUR COMMUNITIES!   

Saturday, July 10: Gates open at 7:30pm, Film Screening at 9:00pm | Legacy Park (500 S. Columbia Drive, Decatur, 30030)  
Spend an evening with people with disabilities in our community at Treasure Maps, a pop-up, interactive, outdoor theatre. 
The event will include live local hosts, food trucks, live music, a visual arts installation, and vendors. The highlight of the 
evening will be the screening of Treasure Maps on the big screen, a film that showcases a collage of ten Georgia  
storytellers’ experiences with an up-close and personal viewpoint into what it's like navigating the complex webs of life in 
our communities as a person with a developmental disability. The screening is free, but please register here to join 
us: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/treasure-maps-the-georgia-storytelling-roadshow-atlanta-night-tickets-156034406109 
Questions? Contact Megan Denton megan@larcheatlanta.org.   
 

LAUDATO SI’ CONFERENCE 

July 13-15; virtual conference hosted by the Catholic Climate Covenant and Creighton University. Includes breakout  
sessions in eight areas of focus to expand Laudato Si’ efforts. Presentations will be followed by discussion. Cost is free  
but registration is required. Contact: visit creighton.edu/catholicclimate for more information.   
 

LEAVING A LEGACY THROUGH STORYTELLING 

Thu, June 24; 10-11am; virtual meeting sponsored by the Office of Formation and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of At-
lanta. Special guest Janet Schaeffler, OP, will look at why elders are utilizing various ways of naming and confirming the 
legacy of their life. Will be helpful for younger generations, families, ministry leaders and caregivers. Visit  
tiny.cc/catholicsenior to register.  
 

BIKE HELMETS NEEDED FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED DECATUR RESIDENTS 

Margaret Beltrami, a STM high school student, is organizing an effort to collect new or gently-used child and adult bike 
helmets.  Drop your helmets in the box in the STM church narthex between July 17 and July 27.  For more information or 
to make a financial gift to the cause, email Margaret at: mbeltrami13@icloud.com. 

 

CLARKSTON COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER THANKS STM  
Dr. Gulshan Harjee, Chief Medical Officer at the Clarkston Community Health Center, sent STM parishioners a note thank-
ing us for a large gift that allowed the center to purchase sophisticated ultra-sound equipment for use in caring for low 
income women, most of whom are immigrants and refugees.  Dr. Harjee wrote:  "Your gift allows us to purchase life-
saving equipment to better care for the women of Clarkston....  I pray to the Lord to continue to guard us and guide us to 
serve his children and participate in his mission of service." 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

The St Thomas More Conference needs additional volunteers to serve as Case Workers to assist the working poor in our 
community.   The SVdP mission is to bring hope and help to those in need so they may find stability and move toward  
self-sufficiency.  Please consider whether this volunteer opportunity may be a good fit for you by reading the following 
description on our website: www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 
 

ATHLETIC NEWS 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN  

The program will be open to rising 5th - 8th STM students and parishioners and runs from 
August to early October.  We will have two divisions of teams - 5th/6th Teams and 7th/8th Teams.  
Registration is first-come, first-serve, with the possibility of a wait list (the number of teams will 
depend on the number of volunteer coaches).  Beginners are  
welcome—no previous play experience is required!  
 
For more info visit: www.stmgaparish.org/volleyball 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

YOUNG ADULTS!  

Have an idea for the next YAM event? Karaoke? Hike? Bowling night? Contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org and propose 
your idea. Also, save the date for our YAM Day Retreat at Ignatius House, October 9.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/treasure-maps-the-georgia-storytelling-roadshow-atlanta-night-tickets-156034406109
mailto:megan@larcheatlanta.org
https://www.creighton.edu/catholicclimate
mailto:mbeltrami13@icloud.com
http://www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jc8hnhhabusoyoz/IMG_9361.JPG?dl=0

