
 

  NEW! PARISH WIDE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 
  STM invites parishioners and students to  
   participate in a parish wide community  
   service project to benefit newly arriving  
   immigrants.  
 
   Students can get service hours! 
 
  See page 7 for details. 
 

 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  

(Outdoor; in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

EUCHARIST ADORATION 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         July 11, 2021—15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

We are delighted to welcome  
Fr. Robert Hussey, S.J. to St Thomas 
More as our new pastor. We are  
looking forward to getting to know you! 
 
See page 3 for more info 
about Fr. Bob. 

WELCOME FR BOB! 

Join us online for a Six-Week Introduction  
to the Ignatian Worldview. Study Ignatius’ life, 

the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history. 
 

July 27 through Aug. 31 from  
7:30pm -9:00pm  

 
See page 5 for details. 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Tues., July 13  George Lang    †  
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Herbert Jacob  

Pray for those who are sick: 
Liz Bucko 
Jose Vattanirappel  
 
Prayers for the RCIA candidates who were confirmed: 
Eb and Sarah Daniels 
 

 
Send notes of condolence or encouragement in care of  
the STM parish offices.  We will forward your cards to  
the appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Mon., July 12   Virtus Class—6:00pm to 9:00pm—Mulhern Hall 
    Baptism Preparation Class—7:30pm to 8:30pm—Church 
 
Tues., July 13   Volleyball Open Gym—STM Gym—6:30pm to 8:00pm 
    Summer Book Study—Stamped—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Parish Library and Zoom 
 
Wed., July 14   Summer Book Study—Howard Thurman—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Sat., July 17   Bicycle Helmet Drive Collection—Narthex 
    “I am Not your Negro” Movie Screening—12:00pm to 3:00pm—Mulhern Hall 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation and Pastor's  
Liaison to the STM Social Justice Committee  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


INTRODUCING OUR NEW PASTOR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr. Robert Hussey, S.J. was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the oldest of four sons of Greg and 
Joan Hussey.  He holds a B.A. in Economics from Louisiana State University and an M.A. and 
Ph.D. in Economics from Duke University.  Upon completing his Ph.D., Fr. Bob entered the  
Maryland Province of the Society of Jesus in 1989.  Following two years of novitiate, he  
pronounced vows as a Jesuit in August of 1991. 
 
Fr. Bob’s Jesuit formation has included philosophy studies at Loyola University in Chicago (1991
-1993), regency as a professor of economics in the ILADES/Georgetown University Graduate 
Program in Economics in Santiago, Chile (1994-1996), and theology studies at the Weston  
Jesuit School of Theology in Cambridge, Massachusetts (1996-2000).  He received an M.Div. 
degree from Weston and was ordained to the diaconate in 1999.  He then served for a year as 
a deacon at St. Ignatius Parish in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, while also continuing his studies of theology. 
 
Fr. Bob was ordained to the priesthood in Baltimore in June of 2000.  For a year, he returned to North Carolina where he 
was a visiting professor of economics at Duke University and assisting priest at St. Raphael the Archangel parish in Raleigh.  
In 2001, Fr. Bob became an assistant professor of economics at Georgetown University. While at Georgetown, he was also 
involved in pastoral work at the university and in Spanish at the Washington, D.C. jail. 
 
In 2006, Fr. Bob left Georgetown to move into full-time pastoral ministry.  He undertook the final phase of Jesuit formation 
with tertianship in Mexico during 2006 and 2007.  Surrounding the period of tertianship, he held brief pastoral  
assignments at Blessed Sacrament parish in Hollywood, California, St. Patrick parish in Norristown, Pennsylvania, and as 
Administrator of Holy Cross Church in Durham, North Carolina.  He then became Pastor of St. Raphael the Archangel  
parish in Raleigh, North Carolina (2008-2014), a parish with 3600 registered households and a large Hispanic ministry.   
Fr. Bob pronounced his final vows in the Society of Jesus in June of 2008. 
 
In 2014, Fr. Bob was named Provincial of the Maryland Province of the Jesuits, a position in which he served a six-year 
term.  The Maryland Province includes the middle east coast states, extending from West Virginia and Pennsylvania 
through Georgia.  During his time as provincial, Fr. Bob asked Archbishop Gregory about the possibility of the Jesuits  
taking a parish in Atlanta, which resulted in the Jesuits coming to St. Thomas More in 2016. 
 
Fr. Bob very much looks forward to becoming pastor at STM.  His personal interests include reading (mostly theology,  
spirituality, and fiction), working out, keeping up with current events, listening to music, and enjoying a good meal with 
friends.  He has family in the Atlanta area, with his Mom living at St. George Village in Roswell and his brother and  
sister-in-law also in Roswell. 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes resume in June. Links to the registration 
form and the safety protocols are available under  
Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

ADORATION CHAPEL  
St. Thomas More has a chapel where Eucharistic  
exposition can take place and is open for exposition on 
weekdays when parish offices are open.   

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
July 18—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
August 15—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY DURING THE SUMMER 
We hope you enjoy your  
summer travels, but please 
remember your weekly  
offertory. Please consider  
signing up for online giving to 
help us cover expenses while 
you are away. You can sign up 
for online giving by going to 
www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 
And if you make the switch and 
no longer need envelopes mailed to you, please email 
ParishOffice@stmga.org.  
 
Second Collection donations and one-time donations can also 
be made through online giving.  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  

 Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  

 Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one 
time” payments here:  
https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 

We need your help reaching 
our 2021 goal so please 
consider making a gift to the 
annual appeal today:  
donate.archatl.com. We are 
still $30,036 short of our 
goal. Find us under Saint 
Thomas More. Thank you 
for your support! 
 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION 

July 11 – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Increase your retirement income, receive a tax deduction and 
leave a gift to the parish. If you are 65 or older, you can create 
a charitable gift annuity and receive quarterly payments for life. 
To receive a personalized illustration of how this could work for 
you, please contact Juliet Greco at the Catholic Foundation at 
404-497-9440 or jgreco@cfnga.org.  

 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:ParishOffice@stmga.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
“I AM NOT YOUR NEGRO” FILM SCREENING 
Saturday July 17, 2021 12-3 pm in Mulhern Hall 
The Oscar nominated documentary “I Am Not Your Negro” is a personal account of the lives and assassinations of three of 
writer James Baldwin’s close friends: Medgar Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr.  The film, narrated by actor  
Samuel Jackson, chronicles the racial climate in the America of Baldwin’s day which parallels current events in our time. This  
screening will include opportunities for silent reflection, journaling and sharing. Please bring your journal and favorite pen. 
Light refreshments will be served. Please register at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 
Join us online for this six-week series, Ignatian Foundations - a Six-Week  
Introduction to the Ignatian Worldview from July 27 through August 31, 2021 from 
7.30pm - 9pm. Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper understanding of the Ignatian 
worldview by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history.  
Sessions will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian ministers, addressing the Ignatian 
themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom.  Register at bit.ly/igfound727  
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF ST IGNATIUS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE 
* Day of Reflection: Celebrating the Feast Day of St. Ignatius 
July 28 @ 9:00am - 3:00pm—Directed by Fr. Peter Fink, SJ 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection on this Feast 
Day of Saint Ignatius. Refreshment awaits you for your body, mind, and  
spirit.  The director will lead prayer and contemplation during this  
day-long retreat, and will present you with sacred words to ponder and 
pray.  You will have times of silence and rest, a satisfying meal, and  
beautiful grounds to wander as you allow God to dwell deeply and speak  
tenderly to you. Register at ignatiushouse.org/registration 
 
*2-Night Ignatian Retreat: Celebrating the Feast Day of St. Ignatius 
July 30 @ 6:00pm - August 1 @ 12:00pm—Directed by Fr. Bill Noe, SJ 
Rest and renew heart, mind, and soul on a weekend retreat at Ignatius House. Your retreat will draw from a nearly  
500-year-old tradition called “Ignatian spirituality,” developed from the life and prayer of Spanish soldier-turned-saint  
Ignatius of Loyola. Ignatian spirituality invites us into a life-giving relationship with God and neighbor through prayer and  
contemplation. 
 
You’ll be presented with suggestions to help you silently, prayerfully discern big or small stirrings in your life – whether a 
busy parent, a young adult, a caregiver, a widow, a community or workplace leader, or as someone who simply wants to 
grow closer to your creator. 
 
Each retreat includes at least three guided presentations, topics to contemplate and pray upon, and plenty of unscripted 
time for rest. Come rediscover not just your best self but your truest self – as God created you to be. Register at  
ignatiushouse.org/registration 
  

CONTEMPLATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY: AWAKENING TO LIFE’S FULLNESS THROUGH YOUR LENS  
Saturday, Aug. 14, 10am 
In this 90-minute class you will be introduced to contemplative photography, learn ways to use your camera to help you 
open to deeper, fuller encounters with life, engage in some of these practices as a 
group, and have time for discussion.  
stmgaparish.org/ignatianyear/    
 

PRAY WITH THE JESUITS THIS IGNATIAN YEAR  
Throughout the coming year St. Thomas More and Ignatius House will be offering  
special programming for you to deepen your understanding of the Ignatian spiritual 
tradition. For a list of upcoming events, please visit: stmgaparish.org/ignatianyear/   
and ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/ 
 
 
 

JOURNEY WITH IGNATIUS  
Follow the footsteps of Ignatius from his years as a young page in Arevalo, Spain to  
his final days as Superior General of the Society of Jesus in Rome, Italy. Read from  
Ignatius’ own writings, insights from selected Jesuit sources, and invitations to  
programs on Ignatian spirituality all while joining a community of prayer. Download  

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

VIRTUS TRAINING—JULY 12TH AT STM 
VIRTUS Training is required for all adults working with  
children or vulnerable adults. We will be offering the  
training for STM youth sports coaches, catechists, youth 
chaperons, van drivers, senior ministry and other  
volunteers on Monday, July 12th from 6:00 to 9:00pm.  
Pre-registration is required. 

Go to https://bit.ly/2UmKKDg to register. 
 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION 
Registration is open through July 15th and is first-come, first
-serve, with the possibility of a wait list (the number of 
teams will depend on the number of volunteer coaches).  
Beginners are welcome—no previous play experience is 
required! Register at:  www.stmgaparish.org/volleyball 

ST. THOMAS MORE FALL SOCCER 

Registration is now open through August 15th. The Fall 
CMSL season will consist of 7 games beginning the  
weekend of August 28th and ending the weekend of  
October 23rd. U10, U12, U14 programs will participate in 
the CMSL tournament the weekend of October 30th. For 
more info visit: www.stmgaparish.org/soccer 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

WELCOME TO FATHER BOB HUSSEY! 

Welcome, Father Bob!  We are glad you have arrived safely 
and thank God for bringing you to our STM parish and 
school. We look forward to your leadership and to getting to 
know you.  We hear you are the one who asked then  
Archbishop Gregory about the possibility of the Jesuits  
coming to a parish in Atlanta and as a result, we are blessed 
now to be a school “in the Jesuit tradition.”   
 
As you begin your time here, we pray your ministry will  
continue to bear fruit for eternal life and hope the friends 
you make here will be as treasured as those you left behind.  
We also pray He will give you strength, guidance, and a good 
memory as we get to know each other because, after all, we 
are meeting only one you, but you are meeting all of us!  
 
 “Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for 
the glory of God.” Romans 15:7 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITH IN ACTION –  BLESSING BAGS! 

When our students see a person on the side of the road in 
need, they feel empowered to do a small part to help.  
“Reaching out to the world as the hands of Christ” is part of 
our school’s mission, so they carry the Blessing Bags they 
pray over and assemble in school with them in the car and 
are happy to be able to hand the person a bag. The Blessing 
Bags they make contain a loving personal message, water, 
snacks, and some necessities.  By providing a way to show 
compassion and humanitarianism towards those in need, 
we continue to teach our students to become people for 
others in the manner of Jesus.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/ 

Kiernan Yee, STM Cub Scout, 
has completed his requirements 
for the Parvuli Dei award. Ronan Kirk, shown with  

parents Matthew and Brigid, 
was baptized on June 20th. 

Eb and Sarah Daniels were 
confirmed at Sunday Mass 
on July 4th. 

http://www.stmga.org/news/


SOCIAL JUSTICE      

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Virtual retreats sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Learn the tools needed to keep marriage strong during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Early registration is encouraged. Contact: visit wwme.org or call 678-242-9963.  
 
HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR CURSILLO? 
The Cursillo method takes a Christian beyond a passive belief in God to a daily interaction with God and His people,  
helping one to become more committed in Christ. A Cursillo weekend is not simply a retreat, but rather the beginning of a 
person's life-long growth as a Christian. If you are interested in deepening your faith and growing in Christian community, 
Cursillo may be just what you're looking for. 
 
The Cursillo journey begins with a three-day weekend experience which invites Catholics to dive deeper into the well of 
our faith and personally connect with God's unlimited love. The Atlanta Archdiocese Cursillo weekends will be held at the 
Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers. Weekends begin Thursday evening and conclude Sunday afternoon. (Men Sep-
tember 23-26; Women September 30 - October 3). 
 
If you are interested in attending a Cursillo weekend, feel free to contact Mark Bopp (404-423-6290) or Mary Jo  
Stonecipher (678-371-8521). To submit an application to attend a Cursillo weekend, just go towww.atlcatholiccursillo,  
click "Weekends/Applications", and then click "Online Candidate Application". 

BIKE HELMETS NEEDED  
Margaret Beltrami, a STM high school student, is organizing 
an effort to collect new or gently-used child and adult bike 
helmets for underprivileged Decatur residents.  Drop your 
helmets in the box in the STM church narthex between July 
17 and July 27.  For more info or to make a financial gift, 
email Margaret at mbeltrami13@icould.com 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

The St Thomas More Conference needs 
additional volunteers to serve as Case 
Workers to assist the working poor in our 
community.  Please consider whether this  
volunteer opportunity may be a good fit for 
you by reading the following description on 
our website: stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 
 

PARISH WIDE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT  
STM invites parishioners and students to participate in a 
parish wide community service project to benefit newly  
arriving immigrants. We are collecting care packages that 
should include:  
* one (1) pair of adult socks  
* one (1) cup of noodles 
* one (1) plastic fork 
* a napkin 
* a package of antibacterial hand wipes  
* five healthy snacks (e.g. fruit cup, crackers, pretzels)  
Please place items in a large plastic freezer bag and drop off 
at the parish office Monday through Friday from 9-4pm.  
Students in need of community service hours can receive 
one (1) service hour for every 10 bags turned in. The  
deadline for drop-offs is August 6th. For more information 
contact Terresa Ford at terresaford2014@gmail.com.  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

STM PAINT PARTY  
July 28th from 12-2:00 pm 
Middle and High School students come let your hair down in Mulhern Hall and enjoy a day of relaxing painting and great 
food. This event will be hosted by parishioner Terresa Ford. Paint party participants will be provided acrylic paints, brushes 
and canvas to create a painting of a still life set-up. Please bring a special item to add to the still life set up such as a rosary, 
photograph, or other item of significant meaning to you. Register here: stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ 

 

SPARK UPDATE  
SPARK is rapidly nearing capacity in all grade sections. Only a few spots remain in PK, K, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. Grades 4 and 5 
are at capacity. We have four openings for volunteer catechist (1st Grade, Section C and 3rd Grade, Section C). Remember: 
lesson plans are provided, you work with a co-catechist and parent volunteers, and catechist kiddos participate in STM 
faith formation programming for free! Interested? Reach out to Stewart Voegtlin (svoegtlin@stmga.org) today.   
 

STM IGNITE FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP  

STM Middle and High School Youth are invited to join us for "Friday Fellowship" via Zoom (nearly) every 
Friday this summer! Friday Fellowship provides a safe place where the kids can come together and share 
what's on their hearts. Anything goes! Bring your favorite beverage/snack and join Stewart Voegtlin and 
STM parishioner/intern Terresa Ford at noon (middle school) and 2:00pm (high school). Questions? 
terresaford2014@gmail.com 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

https://wwme.org/
http://www.atlcatholiccursillo
http://www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/
mailto:terresaford2014@gmail.com

