
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM, 10:15 AM  

(Outdoor; in the gym in the 
event of bad weather),  
11:30 AM, & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

EUCHARIST ADORATION 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         July 18, 2021—16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

STM FALL SOCCER 

Registration is now open  
through August 15th.  

www.stmgaparish.org/soccer 

ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY  

We are excited to announce  
that the altar server ministry is  
resuming at weekend masses!  

See Page 6 for details. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 
 

Friday, July 23  Rita Pope † 
 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
Prayers for those who were baptized:  
William David Akers 
James Matthew Chavis 
Kaleb Z Yonas 
Drew Marchione Renzulli  
 
 
Send notes of condolence or encouragement in care of  
the STM parish offices.  We will forward your cards to  
the appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., July 20   Volleyball Open Gym—STM Gym—6:30pm to 8:00pm 
    Summer Book Study—Stamped—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Parish Library and Zoom 
 
Wed., July 21   Summer Book Study—Howard Thurman—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Sat., July 24   Merton Group Meeting—11:00am to 1:00pm—St. Julie Room 
 
Tues., July 27   Volleyball Open Gym—STM Gym—6:30pm to 8:00pm 
    Summer Book Study—Stamped—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Parish Library and Zoom 
 
Wed., July 28   STM Youth Paint Party—12:00pm to 2:00pm—Mulhern Hall 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation and Pastor's  
Liaison to the STM Social Justice Committee  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa and Darija Pichanick, Administrative  
Assistants, ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Paul Blackstone , Juliette  
Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Steve Siler, Sujad Quinn, Terresa Ford, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who 
wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


JESUIT COMMUNITY AT STM 

Fr. Bill Noe, S.J. 
Retreat Director at Ignatius House 
Fr. Bill Noe, S.J., the youngest of eight 
brothers, is a native of Racine,  
Wisconsin. Before entering the Society 
of Jesus (the Jesuits) in 2003, Fr. Bill 
lived in the Washington D.C.  
metropolitan area for several years, 
where he worked as an electrical  
engineer. Fr. Bill has enjoyed long  

associations with St. Anselm’s Abbey, a Benedictine  
monastery, and Bethlehem House, a community formed 
with people with intellectual disability—both in Washington 
D.C. During his formation, Fr. Bill was trained in catechesis, 
comparative theology, and interreligious dialogue. 
 
Fr. Bill began his ministry of spiritual direction at St. Ignatius 
Retreat House in Manhasset, New York in 2005 and has 
served as a spiritual director in New York, Chicago, Bolivia, 
and the United Kingdom. From 2015 to 2019, Fr. Bill served 
as Director of Ignatian Spirituality at Loyola on the Potomac, 
a Jesuit retreat house in Faulkner, Maryland. In August  
Fordham University will award him an M.A. in Pastoral  
Mental Health Counseling. Fr. Bill will serve on the pastoral 
team of Ignatius House in Atlanta while also pursuing  
licensing as a professional counselor in the State of Georgia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Ryan Maher, S.J. 
Vice President for Mission and Identity 
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School 
Father Ryan Maher is the oldest of 
Mike and JoAnne Maher’s six children.  
He was born and raised in Phoenix, 
Arizona.  A product of Catholic schools 
from first grade through doctoral 
studies, he first met the Jesuits as a 
high school student at Brophy Prep, 
the Jesuits’ high school in Phoenix. From there he continued 
his Jesuit education at Georgetown University in  
Washington, DC, where he majored in Linguistics and fed 
his passion for politics.  After graduating, he worked on  
Capitol Hill as a legislative assistant in the United States  
Senate. 
 
Father Maher entered the Jesuits in 1986, at age 26. In the 
course of his training, he earned Masters degrees in  
Philosophy and Divinity, and a doctorate in Education.  He 
has taught in Jesuit high schools in Philadelphia and  
Washington, DC, and he spent 11 years as an associate 
dean and professor at Georgetown University, including two 
years at Georgetown’s branch campus of its School of  
Foreign Service in the Persian Gulf. He served for 3 years at 
the University of Scranton where he was the Director of the 
Jesuit Center, a resource center he founded to help  
University faculty and staff understand and engage more 
fully in the Catholic and Jesuit mission of the University. For 
the past 6 years, he served as president of Scranton  
Preparatory School. He now serves as Vice President for 
Mission & Identity at Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School. 

Join us in welcoming two new priests, Fr. Bill Noe, S.J. and Fr. Ryan Maher, S.J. to our Jesuit community at STM. We also 
have three Jesuits who will continue in our community,  Fr. Peter Fink, Fr. Perard Monestime, and Jonathan Pennacchia.  

 

Fr. Peter Fink  
Retreat Director at  
IgnatiusHouse  

Fr. Perard Monestime  
Teacher at Cristo Rey  
Jesuit High School  

Jonathan Pennacchia  
Teacher at Cristo Rey  
Jesuit High School  



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Note: 
Baptism classes resume in June. Links to the registration 
form and the safety protocols are available under  
Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

ADORATION CHAPEL  
St. Thomas More has a chapel where Eucharistic  
exposition can take place and is open for exposition on 
weekdays when parish offices are open.   

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS  
August 15—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
September 5—Catholic University of America  
September 19—Archdiocesan St. Vincent de Paul Society  
 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY DURING THE SUMMER 
We hope you enjoy your summer travels, but please remember 
your weekly offertory. Sign up for online giving to help us cover 
expenses while you are away. Sign up here: 
www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 

If you make the switch and no longer need envelopes mailed to 
you, please email ParishOffice@stmga.org.  
 

Second Collection donations and one-time donations can also 
be made through online giving.  
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Come to Mass and place your offering in the basket.  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

* Sign up to make recurring contributions or make “one time”       
   payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  
 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2021 
We need your help reaching our 2021 goal so please consider 
making a gift to the annual appeal today: donate.archatl.com. 
We are still $30,036 short of our goal. Find us under Saint 
Thomas More. Thank you for your support! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER FOR JULY 

Gracious God, You sent your Son to proclaim the Good News, 
inspire us in faith and show us the way to be good stewards of 
Your abundant gifts. In this month of July dedicated to the Most 
Precious Blood of Jesus, grant us the wisdom to recognize that 
through his gift of the Eucharist there is but one cup of cove-
nant and communion with Christ and each other. Through the 
Eucharist, give us the courage to be good stewards of Christ’s 
presence to others in our words and our deeds. And through 
your Spirit teach us to live, no longer for ourselves, but in Christ 
Jesus who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and ever. Amen  
 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:ParishOffice@stmga.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS 
Join us online for this six-week series, Ignatian Foundations - a Six-Week Introduction to the Ignatian Worldview from July 27 
through August 31, 2021 from 7.30pm - 9pm. Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by 
studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian ministers, 
addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom.  Register at bit.ly/igfound727  
 

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF ST IGNATIUS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE 
* Day of Reflection: Celebrating the Feast Day of St. Ignatius 
July 28 @ 9:00am - 3:00pm—Directed by Fr. Peter Fink, SJ 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection on this Feast Day 
of Saint Ignatius. Refreshment awaits you for your body, mind, and spirit.  The 
director will lead prayer and contemplation during this day-long retreat, and will  
present you with sacred words to ponder and pray.  You will have times of  
silence and rest, a satisfying meal, and beautiful grounds to wander as you allow 
God to dwell deeply and speak tenderly to you. Register at  
ignatiushouse.org/registration 
 
*2-Night Ignatian Retreat: Celebrating the Feast Day of St. Ignatius 
July 30 @ 6:00pm - August 1 @ 12:00pm—Directed by Fr. Bill Noe, SJ 
Rest and renew heart, mind, and soul on a weekend retreat at Ignatius House. Your retreat will draw from a nearly  
500-year-old tradition called “Ignatian spirituality,” developed from the life and prayer of Spanish soldier-turned-saint  
Ignatius of Loyola. Ignatian spirituality invites us into a life-giving relationship with God and neighbor through prayer and  
contemplation. 
 
Each retreat includes at least three guided presentations, topics to contemplate and pray upon, and plenty of unscripted 
time for rest. Come rediscover not just your best self but your truest self – as God created you to be. Register at  
ignatiushouse.org/registration 
  

CONTEMPLATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY: AWAKENING TO LIFE’S FULLNESS THROUGH YOUR LENS  
Saturday, Aug. 14, 10am 
In this 90-minute class you will be introduced to contemplative photography, learn ways to use your camera to help you 
open to deeper, fuller encounters with life, engage in some of these practices as a group, and have time for discussion.  
stmgaparish.org/ignatianyear/    
 

PRAY WITH THE JESUITS THIS IGNATIAN YEAR  
Throughout the coming year St. Thomas More and Ignatius House will be offering  
special programming for you to deepen your understanding of the Ignatian spiritual 
tradition. For a list of upcoming events, please visit: stmgaparish.org/ignatianyear/   
and ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/ 
 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
STM SPARK (PK-5TH GRADE) 
SPARK registration remains open. Few spaces remain in PK, K, 1st & 3rd grades (2nd, 4th, and 5th are FULL), and we're still 
looking for catechists (two slots remain). Time commitment is no more than two hours per month. No teaching experience 
or theology background needed! Contact Stewart Voegtlin (svoegtlin@stmga.org) for more information.  
 

STM IGNITE (6th-12th Grade) 
IGNITE registration remains open. Few spaces remain in both sections, and we are still looking for one 
adult to help lead a Middle School small group. Time commitment is no more than two hours per month. 
No teaching experience or theology background needed! Contact Stewart Voegtlin (svoegtlin@stmga.org) 
for more information.  
 
 

STM IGNITE PAINT PARTY (6th-12th Grade) 
Middle and High School students are invited to enjoy a day of relaxing painting and great food hosted 
by STM parishioner and intern, Terressa Ford, and Stewart Voegtlin on Wednesday, July 28 from 12 
noon to 2:00pm (space TBD). We'll provide participants with acrylic paint, brushes, and canvas to create 
a painting from a still-life. Please remember to bring a special item, e.g., a rosary, photograph, or other 
item of significant meaning to you. Space is limited to 15! Register now:  
stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/  

https://www.ignatiushouse.org/ignatianyear/


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSING NOTICE  
The parish office will operate on a limited basis July 29th 
through August 2nd, and will be closed all day on Friday,  
August 6th for a staff retreat.  
 

ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We are excited to announce that the altar server ministry is 
resuming at weekend masses! Any children in the parish 
that have received their first communion are eligible to  
volunteer for this ministry. We will hold a training for new 
servers and a refresher for returning servers on Sunday, 
August 8 at 12:30pm. If your child is interested in  
participating in this ministry, please contact Claire Hegarty 
at clairechegarty@gmail.com or 404-849-4228.   
 

FAREWELL LUNCHEON FOR FR MARK 
The parish staff gathered for a final farewell luncheon at 
STM last week. Good luck with your new assignment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROCK 'N' RUN FUN AND FUNDRAISING SUCCESS! 
Thank you to all who supported Rock 'n' Run! It was three 
weeks of promoting health, wellness, and fitness through 
education and culminated in our Rock ’n’ Run event at the 
end of the year.  Students wore t-shirts, made signs  
decorated with their classroom’s team name, and had a 
blast running laps with their classmates. This year, we had 
to close the event to spectators, but our faithful parents 
cheered on their kiddos from the other side of fence.  It was 
a joyful celebration!     
 

This event is the only time we ask students to help  
fundraise, and EVERY classroom benefits from the students' 
hard work and receives a percentage of funds raised to help 
support our amazing teachers.  This year, supporters  
donated more than ever, and we exceeded our goal!  
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE LOVE OUR STM MOMS! 

How wonderful it was that this year we were able to contin-
ue one of our favorite STM traditions, the 5th grade Mothers' 
Day Mass and Celebration! Each year, the 5th grade class 
honors their moms with a sweet mass, special songs, hand-
written poems, and a classroom book of recipes they design 
and collaborate on in class. We love you, moms!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.  

William David Akers shown with 
parents and Godparents. 

Drew Marchione Renzulli with 
parents, sister & Godparents. 

Kaleb Z Yonas with parents &  
Godfather. 

James Matthew Chavis with 
parents & Godparents. 

mailto:clairechegarty@gmail.com
http://www.stmga.org/news/


SOCIAL JUSTICE      

REDISCOVERING THE SAINTS  
Sat, July 24; two online sessions, 9:30 am and 1:30 pm; sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. Look at lives of 
the saints as a window into our own spiritual development. Will mix journaling activities with group sharing.  Contact:  
retreat house at 770-760-0959 or visit trappist.net to register.   
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Virtual retreats sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Learn the tools needed to keep marriage strong during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Early registration is encouraged. Contact: visit wwme.org or call 678-242-9963.  
 

HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR CURSILLO? 
The Cursillo method takes a Christian beyond a passive belief in God to a daily interaction with God and His people,  
helping one to become more committed in Christ. A Cursillo weekend is not simply a retreat, but rather the beginning of a 
person's life-long growth as a Christian. If you are interested in deepening your faith and growing in Christian community, 
Cursillo may be just what you're looking for. 
 

The Cursillo journey begins with a three-day weekend experience which invites Catholics to dive deeper into the well of 
our faith and personally connect with God's unlimited love. The Atlanta Archdiocese Cursillo weekends will be held at the 
Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers. Weekends begin Thursday evening and conclude Sunday afternoon. (Men  
September 23-26; Women September 30 - October 3). 
 

If you are interested in attending a Cursillo weekend, feel free to contact Mark Bopp (404-423-6290) or Mary Jo  
Stonecipher (678-371-8521). To submit an application to attend a Cursillo weekend, just go to www.atlcatholiccursillo,  
click "Weekends/Applications", and then click "Online Candidate Application". 
 

50/60 ANNIVERSARY MASS  
Sat, Oct. 2; noon; St. Brigid Church, 3400 Old Alabama Road, Johns Creek. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer OFM Conv., 
will be the principal celebrant. Honored couples may bring up to four additional guests to the Mass. Contact: visit  
http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to RSVP.  

RACIAL EQUITY DINNER 
The STM Social Justice Committee has chosen to  
concentrate our parish social justice effort this year on  
programs and activities designed to confront racism and 
racial inequality in our community. They kicked off this effort 
with an event for parish staff and STM lay leaders on June 
29. The virtual event featured Dr. Dietra Hawkins, a clinical 
psychologist who has worked with many Catholic parishes 
and clergy to promote conversations about race for the 
purpose of promoting understanding and healing among 
participants. After an introduction and short video staff 
members and lay leaders were split into small groups and 
were given a number of topics to discuss in private. Look for 
more events for parishioners to attend in the near future. 
 

Visit our website to read the powerful poem, Listen!, that 
was read at the end of the dinner.  
stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 
 

BIKE HELMETS NEEDED  
Margaret Beltrami, a STM high school student, is organizing 
an effort to collect new or gently-used child and adult bike 
helmets for underprivileged Decatur residents.  Drop your 
helmets in the box in the STM church narthex through July 
27.  For more info or to make a financial gift, email Margaret 
at mbeltrami13@icould.com 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

The St Thomas More Conference needs additional  
volunteers to serve as Case Workers to assist the working 
poor in our community.  Please consider whether this  
volunteer opportunity may be a good fit for you by reading 
the following description on our website:  
stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 

THANK YOU STM PARISHIONERS 
Due to the generosity of STM parishioners, STM was able  
to donate $6,000 to St Emmanuel Orphanage School in  
Uganda. The money was used to purchase food and  
medicine for the children who are suffering through a 
COVID surge. Fr. Kisitu Robert wrote, “Thank you very much 
for this great love to these children…”  
 
We used the remainder of the Emergency Response funds 
to give the JRS Refugee Center Uganda East Africa $2,852. 

 

PARISH WIDE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT  
STM invites parishioners and students to participate in a 
parish wide community service project to benefit newly  
arriving immigrants. We are collecting care packages that 
should include:  
 
* one (1) pair of adult socks  
* one (1) cup of noodles 
* one (1) plastic fork 
* a napkin 
* a package of antibacterial hand wipes  
* five healthy snacks (e.g. fruit cup, crackers, pretzels)  
 
Please place items in a large plastic freezer bag and drop off 
at the parish office Monday through Friday from 9-4pm.  
Students in need of community service hours can receive 
one (1) service hour for every 10 bags turned in. The  
deadline for drop-offs is August 6th. For more information 
contact Terresa Ford at terresaford2014@gmail.com.  
 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

https://trappist.net/
https://wwme.org/
http://www.atlcatholiccursillo
http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass
http://www.stmgaparish.org/social-justice/
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