
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM (outdoor) 
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         September 19, 2021—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 

STM MINISTRY FAIR STARTS THIS WEEKEND! 
Join us after Masses in the narthex over next four weekends and  
explore many ways to get involved at St. Thomas More!  
 
September 18-19: LITURGY & WORSHIP 
Ministries: 
Sacristans/Altar Guild, Art & Environment, Lectors, Hospitality/Ushers,  
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Adoration, Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy  
Communion/EMs to Homebound and Sick, Music Ministry/ Choirs and  
Cantors  
 
September 25-26: FAITH FORMATION & DISCIPLESHIP  
Ministries: 
Adult Faith Formation, Bible/Scripture Studies, RCIA, SPARK, IGNITE,  
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Merton Group, Centering Prayer,  
Marriage Enrichment, Baptism Prep, Ignatius House and St. Thomas  
More School 
 
October 2-3: PARISH LIFE  
Ministries: 
Serviam, Martha’s Ministry, Athletics, Knights of Columbus, More Eats,  
S-Factor, More Players, Young Adult Ministry, Van Drivers, Nursery  
(future plans) 
 
October 9-10: SOCIAL JUSTICE & HUMAN CONCERNS  
Ministries: 
Faith in Action, Birthright, AIDS Ministry, DEAM, St. Vincent de Paul  
Society, Central night Shelter, Hagar’s House, L’Arche Community, Our  
Lady of Perpetual Help (Cancer Pad Sewing Group), Meals on Wheels 

 
The purpose of the fair is to offer all parishioners the ministry opportunity 
that fits their talents and calling. This is your opportunity to get involved in 
the life of our parish and community, and get to know your fellow  
parishioners. Ministry leaders and volunteers will be at the tables to  
answer any questions. Stop by the tables in the narthex to learn more.  



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Wed., Sept. 22nd  Anthony Tumpson  
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Peggy Burke White  
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
PJ McNeil  
 
Pray for those who were baptized: 
Robert Buckner 
Andreus Elian Moral 
 
Parishioners may send notes of encouragement or  
condolence in care of the STM parish offices.  We will  
forward your cards to the appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Mon., Sept. 20   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
 

Sat., Sept. 25    Ministry Fair—after 5:30pm Mass—Narthex 
    Merton Group Meeting—11:00am to 1:00pm—St. Julie Room 
 

Sun., Sept. 26   Ministry Fair—after all Masses—Narthex 
    Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Group A)—9:00am to 10:00am—CGS Atrium 
    Cub Scout Filed Day—12:00pm to 3:00pm—Field 
    IGNITE (Middle School) —3:00pm to 4:00pm—Youth Room 
    IGNITE (High School) —4:05pm to 5:05pm—Youth Room 
 

Mon., Sept. 27    Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ September Prayer Intentions  
An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle We pray that  
we all will make courageous choices for a simple and  
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our 
young people who are resolutely committed to this.  

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


STM’S SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
This week we feature the SVdP Ministry at STM. 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners: 
 
On behalf of the St. Thomas More Conference (STM) of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP), it is with a grateful heart 
that we share this message with you. The SVdP  Ministry is 
entirely made possible through  your generosity. Your kind-
ness makes our efforts to assist the "working poor" in our 
community achievable.  The working poor in our community 
take many forms, but all are individuals or families who main-
tain fragile stability; and in the last year and a half, this has 
been exacerbated by the pandemic. Your generosity brings 
life to the words of Jesus: “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 
 
SVdP will be participating in  STM's Ministry Fair highlighting 
organizations focused on Social Justice  & Human Concerns 
on Oct. 9-10, 2021. We are happy to have this advance op-
portunity to provide you with some insight on what we do as 
Members of the SVdP Society. 
 
The focus of the STM SVdP Ministry is to bring hope and help 
to neighbors in our surrounding areas experiencing a crisis 
so that they may return to self-sufficiency and stabil-
ity. Through your generosity, we assist those who may be put 
on the edge of poverty or homelessness due to a job loss, 
unexpected illness, or some other unexpected crisis in their 
life. Our clients include families, single parents, veterans, and 
the elderly. Some of our clients are Parishioners. These 
neighbors, from every religion, race, and background, each 
have a unique story about their lives being thrown into crisis. 
For many already living on the margins, such a crisis can cas-
cade into homelessness, poverty, and despair. 
 
Some Parish SVdP Members volunteer to screen Help Line 
requests for aid (Intake Member). This screening is done re-
motely via telephone and email to determine whether the 
request is within our scope.  If so, the Intake Member refers 
the request to a (Caseworker Member). The  Caseworker and 
a Secondary Caseworker plan a home visit with the person in 
need to determine how best to assist  them in returning  to 
independence and self-sufficiency.  Though the Home Visit  is 
the core of our SVdP mission, we have primarily met with 
clients via telephone for the past year due to the COVID pan-
demic; but we are gradually returning to in person meetings. 
In addition to financial support, Caseworkers refer those in 
need to other agencies and resources including, SVdP thrift 
stores and the Family Support Center for food pantry, eligibil-
ity screening for government benefits, educational programs 
and more. Some of our Members also do volunteer  work 
directly at the food pantries and thrift store. Other of our 
Members also arrange for semi-annual Parish clothing drives 
(the next one is actually October 2-3, 2021) and food drives. 
Still other Members volunteer with the  Parish Christmas Giv-
ing Tree program to provide gifts to those we have assisted 
over the past year.  As you can see, there are many opportu-
nities for our Members  within this Ministry! 
 
Our Parish SVdP Conference is a part of a larger organiza-
tion, St. Vincent de Paul Georgia. Our Parish SVdP Confer-
ence is funded directly and solely through your donations 
that are made in a dedicated  monthly Parish second collec-
tion (and online contributions). Once a year, however, the 
SVdP Parish monthly collection is dedicated to St. Vincent de 
Paul Georgia. This collection at STM is actually this month, 
September 18 – 19, 2021 and provides support to the  St. 
Vincent de Paul Conference Support Center to help cover the 

costs of providing programs to each of its 73 parish-based 
Conferences  statewide (such as STM). These programs in-
clude a Food and Clothing Recovery & Distribution network 
operations that support the 38 food pantries throughout the 
state and 11 Thrift Stores; and the ability to operate 
statewide programs including a Community Pharmacy, 
earned benefits screening, Jobs Center and workforce devel-
opment, Mattress Program, and Connected Classroom for 
educational and client support.  Over the last year, St. Vin-
cent de Paul Georgia has provided help to over 160,000 peo-
ple in need, including over $8.4 million in direct aid for mort-
gage, rent, utilities, medical and other life-changing services, 
and  nearly $3.2 million in food, clothing, furniture and trans-
portation services. 
 
Contributions from STM Parishioners to our Parish Confer-
ence have been up significantly since the start of the pan-
demic!   Your generosity has allowed our Conference to pro-
vide assistance to approximately 125 families, impacting ap-
proximately 250 neighbors in our community (including 
some Parishioners)! As a result of your generosity, we provid-
ed assistance for: 1) Housing: Rent, Mortgages, and Tempo-
rary Lodging; 2) Utilities; 3) Medical Care; 4) Clothing/
Household Needs; 5) Transportation/Car Repair/
Insurance; and 6) Food/Groceries.   
 
To learn more about SVdP at STM, , please visit us at Ministry 
Fair for Social Justice & Human Concerns which  will take 
place on Oct. 9-10, 2021. Also, please feel free to  contact 
Virginia Perez  or Cheryl Parellada at stm.svdp@gmail.com 
We also meet the first Sunday of every month at 9:00 AM; we 
are currently meeting in the outdoor tent area at The Marley 
located next to the Decatur Post Office.  Our next scheduled 
monthly meeting is October 3, 2021 at 9:00 AM. We also 
strive to meet every other month or so in a social setting 
such as for dinner and fellowship. 
 
We hope this message assures you that your kindness and 
generosity, especially during this pandemic, are having an 
enormous impact on the lives of our most vulnerable neigh-
bors.  We invite all of you who may be interested in learning 
more about SVdP or becoming a Member of  our Parish Con-
ference to contact us, visit us at the Ministry Fair, or attend 
one of our monthly meetings. The effort to assist our strug-
gling neighbors continues. Thank you again for making it  
possible for our Parish to answer to the needs of our neigh-
bors and  to hear them respond:    “For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in”.  
 
May God bless you. 
Cheryl Parellada—SVdP STM Conference President 

mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

STM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT NOW AVAILABLE 
The Annual Report on our parish for the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, 2021 is now available on our website. Ushers will also 
be passing it out at all Masses this weekend. 
www.stmgaparish.org/about/annualreport/ 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass .  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  
October 10—STM St. Vincent de Paul 
October 24—Church in Latin America/World Missions 
 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE   
Goal:   $154,400 
Collected: $136,075  
 
Make a gift to the annual appeal today:  
donate.archatl.com. Find us under Saint Thomas More. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Thanks to all the parishioners who have already made a pledge 
or payment to this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We still 
need your help reaching our 2021 goal so please consider  
making a gift to the annual appeal today: donate.archatl.com.  
Find us under Saint Thomas More.  
 
Each year, thousands of households throughout our  
Archdiocese support this program. The theme of this year’s  
appeal, Our Joyful Return to the Lord, hopes that you know the 
joy of resting in the open arms of Jesus in difficult times, and  
to encourage you to return to the Lord with your whole selves. 
Your gift to the Appeal helps educate our seminarians and 
those in deacon formation, provide the necessary funds to  
ministries like our College Campus, Prison, Disabilities, Respect 
Life, Justice and Peace, and Marriage and Family, just to name  
a few.  

 

http://www.stmga.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
BOOK STUDY: ST. IGNATIUS’ AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Wednesdays, Sep. 29 to Oct. 27, 7:15pm, Virtual 
Discover the story and daydreams of the man who founded the Jesuits and gave the church the Spiritual Exercises.  
Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 

YOGA DAY OF REFLECTION: DISCERNMENT IN MOTION –  EXPLORING GUILT 

October 6 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  
Emotions are the biological interpretations of our body’s blood chemistry. Every emotion 
has value and contains the potential to achieve God’s purpose for us if explored honestly 
and allowed to move through the held blockages in the body. Together, as created,  
embodied spirits, let’s explore the emotion of guilt, encourage it, with the gift of yoga, to 
move through the body, and prayerfully encounter the spiritual gift of enthusiasm to bring 
us closer to God. Register: www.ignatiushouse.org/ 
 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS   

Mondays, Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by studying 
Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will be led by Jesuits and lay 
Ignatian ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. 
Cost: $60 includes six sessions. Advance registration is required. Space is limited for the  
purposes of online conversation. Register: bit.ly/igfound 
 

ONLINE CLASS: IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT & DECISION-MAKING   

Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14 at 7:30pm via Zoom 
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning  
between good choices! This 3-week virtual workshop will lay out all the tools of Ignatian  
discernment and examine decision-making “case studies” to grapple with. Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 

PEOPLE OF HOPE 

A monthly podcast from the pastoral team at Ignatius House. This year, for the Ignatian Year, 
the focus of each 30-minute episode is on Ignatian spirituality. New episodes drop the 4th 
Thursday of each month. Subscribe to People of Hope in your favorite podcast app.  
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 

Tuesdays 1:00pm-2:30pm 
Explore the weekly scripture readings with Louanne Bachner, each Tuesday at 1pm on Zoom. Please contact Louanne 
at lkbachner@gmail.com to request the Zoom link.  
 

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 

Join Jerry each week to dive into the week’s scriptures, on Mondays at 7:00PM, in the Parish Library, beginning Monday 
August 30. Contact Jerry at jpendrick1@yahoo.com if you would like to request the Zoom link.  
 

CENTERING PRAYER WEEKLY “ZOOM” MEETINGS 

Centering Prayer meets each week via Zoom. Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up.  

 
 
 
 

 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT: LIVING IN THE FLOW 

Saturday, Oct. 9, 9am-3pm 
How do we allow ourselves to “live by the Spirit,” (to quote St. Paul)?  
Ignatian spirituality offers helpful wisdom to not only make good life  
decisions, but to live in the flow of God’s life and love. This day retreat will 
give you the quiet and the space to reflect on the deep desires of your 
heart, what you value, and how God might be inviting you in your life. $20, 
includes coffee, donuts, and lunch. Register at bit.ly/YAMretreat  

YOUNG ADULTS 

http://bit.ly/igfound
https://mailto:lkbachner@gmail.com/
mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://bit.ly/YAMretreat


PARISH NEWS        
THE S FACTOR ACTIVITIES LIST 

(Modified due to pandemic) 
Sep.  8   12:30pm Zoom meeting 
Sep.  20   1:00pm Rosary at Emory Catholic Center 
   outdoor Grotto 
Sep.  29   12:15pm Lunch (outdoors) Duck’s Cosmic 
   Kitchen 
Oct.  18   1:00pm Rosary at Emory Catholic Center 
   outdoor Grotto 
Oct. 27   12:30pm Lunch (outdoors) @ My Parent’s 
   Basement 
Nov. 10   12:30pm Lunch (outdoors) TBA 
Nov. 15   1:00pm Rosary at Emory Catholic Center 
   outdoor Grotto   
NOTE:  In case of inclement weather, rosary will be via 
zoom. 
 
The S Factor is a group for active “seasoned” adults wishing 
to share interests, participate in social activities and engage 
in service projects.   
 
We are always looking for ways to expand our activities and 
interests. We invite you to join us. If you are new to the par-
ish and would like more information, please contact Cass 
Catroppa at ccassicat@gmail.com.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR BAPTISM! 

 

Andreus Elian Moral 
and family. 

 

 

 

 

Robert Buckner 
and family. 

SCHOOL NEWS        

DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN A 

COMPOUND AND A MIXTURE? 
Our middle school students do! By comparing and  
contrasting an assortment of materials they encounter in 
their daily lives, our middle school students identified  
samples as either an element, a compound, or a  
heterogeneous or homogeneous mixture.  Understanding 
the properties of a given material, element, or composite 
is a critical part of the engineering design process.  
Afterwards, they worked in small groups to investigate the 
composition of sample mixtures. Using their content 
knowledge and provided materials, they made predictions 
and separated mixtures into their individual components 
in this chemistry-based lesson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STM QUILT ART AND LAUDATO SI’ 
We love that Art at STM is about more than just creating 
beautiful pieces to take home.  By weaving together the 
history of quilting with discussions about shopping habits, 
overflowing landfills, and how students can make a  
difference, their recent mixed media collage project took 
on a completely new meaning. The “Art Quilts” they  
created using textiles both donated and recycled from a 
“zero landfill” event allowed students to discover how they 
affect the world and can make it a better place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can catch up on our School News at stmga.org/news.   

https://www.stmga.org/news/


FAITH IN ACTION      

LIFE & LEGACY WORKSHOP 

Sept. 20, 7:15-9pm, free at Ignatius House 
Proposed changes to estate and trust taxes mean 2021 is a critical time to  
review your end-of-life plans, including charitable gifts. Learn how to care for 
family members and the organizations you care about with easy, smart  
planning. Bring your questions about wills, trusts, and estates. Featuring  
attorney Brent Herrin, managing partner of Small | Herrin LLP with Juliet Greco, 
director of major & planned giving, Catholic Foundation of North Georgia.  
Register at bit.ly/Legacy9-20-21  
 

YOUNG CATHOLIC PROFESSIONALS ATLANTA EXECUTIVE SPEAKER SERIES AND ANNIVERSARY PARTY   

Please join Young Catholic Professionals Atlanta for our Executive Speaker Series and One Year Anniversary Party on  
September 21st  from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 4465 Northside Dr NW, Atlanta, GA 30327. 
The event will kick off with Happy Hour and Networking at 7:00pm followed by the speaker presentation starting at 7:45 
pm. Our speaker is Jim  Eckstein, Vice President of the Georgia Center for Opportunity. New and seasoned guests are  
welcome! Reserve your seat by visiting https://www.ycpatlanta.org. Email info@ycpatlanta.org. with your questions. 
 

THE LABYRINTH(S) OF OUR LIVES—A RETREAT FOR WOMEN  

Saturday, September 25, 2021 9:00am – 4:30pm 
A labyrinth has been described as a simple ‘unicursal’ path, a single road with many turns and curves. Taking a ‘sabbath’ 
day for some personal quiet time, we will reflect on how our lives are a ‘labyrinth’, ever in a search, a quest for our God. 
For more information and to register visit www.rockhilloratory.org or email oratorycenter@gmail.com with Women’s  
Retreat in the subject line.  
 

LA TEOLOGÍA DE MI ABUELA: LEARNING FROM WOMEN IN OUR LATINO COMMUNITY  

Thursday, September 30, 2021, 7:30 – 9:00pm 
Time for Catholic women to claim our place in our Church! We are each called to recover the “memoria histórica”—the 
historical memory—of the valiant women that have come before us. This reflection will draw from the experience of the 
Latina woman’s faith experience of radical hospitality, unfolding mercy, and accompaniment. Registration and Webinar 
Link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_maya 
 

AFTER DOSTOEVSKY: WHAT IS CATHOLIC AND ORTHODOX LITERATURE IN THE AGE OF THE NONES?  

Tuesday, October 26, 2021, 7:30 – 9:00pm  
This year commemorates the 200th anniversary of the birth of Fyodor Dostoevsky. Dostoevsky is not only one of the 
greatest novelists of all time, he is also a specifically Orthodox Christian writer whose work is infused with the culture,  
theology, and spirituality of the Orthodox Church.  Learn more here: bit.ly/aquinas_orthodox 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH WIDE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Please join the Knights of Columbus for their fall work-day at 
a Safe House on Sept. 25th from 9:00am to 2:00pm. They will 
be doing general maintenance and yard work. Lunch and 
water will be provided. Please feel free to come even if 
you're not able to stay for the whole day. Parishioners 
(including children over 12 accompanied by an adult) are 
welcome. Bring shovels, wheelbarrows, rakes, tarps, flowers, 
potting soil, gloves, bug spray, etc. See the parish website to 
sign up: stmgaparish.org/social-justice/ 

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Students (6th grade and older) can earn service hours by 
being a part of the SVdP clothing drive.  Student volunteers 
are needed before and after each Mass on Oct 2nd and 
3rd.  Only a few slots are available. Sign up via Sign Up  
Genius at https://bit.ly/3lb0GCq For questions contact  
Michael Capretta michaelcapretta@gmail.com. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING DRIVE 
STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society is hosting 
a Clothing Drive on October 2nd and 3rd.  Please bring your 
donations of gently used clothing as well as household 
items and small furniture to the donation truck in the  
parking lot, before and after each Mass. To see the items 
that Thrift Store can use, please see:  
https://www.svdpgeorgia.org/get-involved/ways-to-give/
donate-items/ 
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