
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM (outdoor) 
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         October 3, 2021—27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

STM MINISTRY FAIR—2 WEEKENDS LEFT! 
Join us after Masses in the narthex for the final two weekends of our  
ministry fair. Explore many ways to get involved at St. Thomas More!  
 
October 2-3: Parish Life  
Serviam, Martha’s Ministry, Athletics, Knights of Columbus, More Eats,  
S-Factor, More Players, Young Adult Ministry, Van Drivers, Nursery  
(future plans) 

 
October 9-10: Social Justice & Human Concerns  
Faith in Action, Birthright, AIDS Ministry, DEAM, St. Vincent de Paul  
Society, Central night Shelter, Hagar’s House, L’Arche Community, Our  
Lady of Perpetual Help (Cancer Pad Sewing Group), Meals on Wheels 

 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT:  

LIVING IN THE FLOW 

 

Register today! 
See page 7 for details 

 

NOW 

HIRING! 

   PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Full time position 

Apply today! 
See page 6 for 

details. 

Come join the STM family! 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Oct 4th – Dwi Hardjono       † 
Oct 5th – Connor Spaulding 
Oct 6th – Branka Dondur † 
Oct 7th – Margaretha Darmawan † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
Bob Parkinson  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Laura Oakley  
 

Pray for those who were baptized: 
Rose Elizabeth Davlantes 
 

Parishioners may send notes of encouragement or  
condolence in care of the STM parish offices.  We will  
forward your cards to the appropriate person. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., Oct. 4   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall, Family, St. Julie and Youth Room 
 
Tues., Oct. 5   Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00pm to 2:30pm—Zoom 
    RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
  
Wed., Oct. 6   Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
    Book Study: St. Igantius’ Autobiography—7:15pm to 8:45pm—Zoom 
 
Sat., Oct. 9   Ministry Fair—after 5:30pm Vigil Mass—Narthex 
 
Sun., Oct. 10   Ministry Fair—after Masses—Narthex 
 
Mon., Oct. 11   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Baptism Preparation Class—7:30pm to 8:30pm—Church 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ October Prayer Intentions  
Missionary Disciples 
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 
evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses 
of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


LEARN MORE ABOUT THE MORE PLAYERS 
Once upon a time, in a faraway land, a 
group of Catholics put on a musical…. 
 
In 2005, just as he had done at his 
former parish Holy Cross, Monsignor 
Paul Fogarty established a theater  
ministry at STM. It’s debut production: 
the American classic The Music Man. 
In the years that followed, a rotating 
set of directors and technicians have 

assembled nearly every year to mount a full-length musical 
showcasing the talents of STM parishioners and thespians 
from local churches and the community. The musical has 
become an annual event that everyone looks forward to. 
About ten years ago, the ministry became more formalized 
and adopted the name The More Players. Long before 2005 
and the introduction of The More Players moniker, however, 
STM parishioners had been involved in putting on shows. In 
fact, our parish’s very first venture on stage was most likely 
the Theater Guild of St. Thomas More’s 1959 production of 
Seven Nuns at Las Vegas!  
  
We’ve left the nuns in Vegas and stick to musicals these 
days. Productions since 2005 include The Music 
Man (twice), Oliver!, Sister Act, The King and I, Bye Bye  
Birdie, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, Annie, Mary 
Poppins, and Beauty and the Beast, to name just a few. We 
were in rehearsal for our 15th show, James and the Giant 
Peach, when the pandemic struck.   
  
Our ministry is still comprised of STM parishioners and 
those from other churches, students and faculty from STM 
School, and members of our community. More than one of 
our casts has featured actors of age 5 and age 75, and all 
our productions involve theater lovers from diverse age 
groups and walks of life. While many may think our  
ministry’s goal is to put on a great show (which we do), our 
real goal is to bring people together, build community, and  
glorify God by using and sharing the talents and gifts He has 
given us. We learn from one another and help each other. 
We even put on a special show for the residents of Our  
Lady of Perpetual Help. More than one cast and crew  
member has found their way back to the church after  
participating in a show, and everyone involved becomes 
part of The More Players family. 
  
We are hopeful we will mount our next musical in late April/
early May 2022. If you are interested in joining us on stage, 
behind the scenes, or with any phase of the production, 
please contact Alex Azzarello at alex.azzarello@gmail.com. 
No experience is required, just a willingness to help! We are 
in particular need of those who can design, build, and paint 
sets, and those who can make and source props. To learn 
more about the More Players and to see photos of past 
productions, be sure to check out our Facebook page. 
  
You’ve heard the adage, "There’s no business like show 
business." Join The More Players and come see for yourself! 
 

Scene from Mary Poppins  

Scene from Bye, Bye Birdie  

mailto:alex.azzarello@gmail.com


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

STM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT NOW AVAILABLE 
The Annual Report on our parish for the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, 2021 is now available on our website.  
www.stmgaparish.org/about/annualreport/ 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass .  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  
October 10—STM St. Vincent de Paul 
October 24—Church in Latin America/World Missions 
November 7—Archdiocesan Seminarians  
November 14—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE   
Goal:   $154,400 
Collected: $140,275  
 
Make a gift to the annual appeal today:  
donate.archatl.com. Find us under Saint Thomas More. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Thanks to all the parishioners who have already made a pledge 
or payment to this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We still 
need your help reaching our 2021 goal so please consider  
making a gift to the annual appeal today: donate.archatl.com.  
Find us under Saint Thomas More.  
 
Each year, thousands of households throughout our  
Archdiocese support this program. The theme of this year’s  
appeal, Our Joyful Return to the Lord, hopes that you know the 
joy of resting in the open arms of Jesus in difficult times, and  
to encourage you to return to the Lord with your whole selves. 
Your gift to the Appeal helps educate our seminarians and 
those in deacon formation, provide the necessary funds to  
ministries like our College Campus, Prison, Disabilities, Respect 
Life, Justice and Peace, and Marriage and Family, just to name  
a few.  

http://www.stmga.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
YOGA DAY OF REFLECTION: DISCERNMENT IN MOTION –  EXPLORING GUILT 

October 6 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  
Emotions are the biological interpretations of our body’s blood chemistry. Every emotion 
has value and contains the potential to achieve God’s purpose for us if explored honestly 
and allowed to move through the held blockages in the body. Together, as created,  
embodied spirits, let’s explore the emotion of guilt, encourage it, with the gift of yoga, to 
move through the body, and prayerfully encounter the spiritual gift of enthusiasm to bring 
us closer to God. Register: www.ignatiushouse.org/ 
 

IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS   

Mondays, Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by studying 
Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will be led by Jesuits and lay 
Ignatian ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. 
Cost: $60 includes six sessions. Advance registration is required. Space is limited for the  
purposes of online conversation. Register: bit.ly/igfound 
 

CATHOLIC DECISION MAKING FOR HEALTH CARE 

Sunday, Nov. 7 at 9:15am, Julie Room 
Conversations about illness, death and dying are never easy, but being prepared ensures your final wishes are followed. 
What does the Church teach about healthcare decisions? Join us on November 7 at 9:15am to learn about your options 
and how you can lift the burden from your loved ones by making these decisions in advance. We will also explain the 
methods most commonly used to pre-plan for your future. This free seminar is for people of all ages and life situations. 
We hope that you will prayerfully consider joining us – and inviting family members and friends. 
 

Please pre-register for this event. Contact Becki Campolito at (770) 642-5495 or email: becki@campolitolaw.com to reserve 
your space.  
 

ONLINE CLASS: IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT & DECISION-MAKING   

Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14 at 7:30pm via Zoom 
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This 3-week 
virtual workshop will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and examine decision-making “case studies” to grapple 
with. Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 

PEOPLE OF HOPE 

A monthly podcast from the pastoral team at Ignatius House. This year, for the Ignatian Year, 
the focus of each 30-minute episode is on Ignatian spirituality. New episodes drop the 4th 
Thursday of each month. Subscribe to People of Hope in your favorite podcast app.  
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 

Tuesdays 1:00pm-2:30pm 
Explore the weekly scripture readings with Louanne Bachner, each Tuesday at 1pm on Zoom. Please contact Louanne 
at lkbachner@gmail.com to request the Zoom link.  
 

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 

Join Jerry each week to dive into the week’s scriptures, on Mondays at 7:00PM, in the Parish Library. Contact Jerry at  
jpendrick1@yahoo.com if you would like to request the Zoom link.  
 
 

DOCUMENTARY SCREENING: BISHOP BARRON ON  

ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA  

On Sunday, Sep. 19, parishioners gathered in Mulhern Hall for a  
documentary screening on St. Ignatius of Loyola. A discussion  
followed the 1-hour film. Watch the bulletin for upcoming events.  
 

http://bit.ly/igfound
https://mailto:lkbachner@gmail.com/
mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com


PARISH NEWS        
NEW PARISH ADMINISTRATOR   
STM has created a new position on our parish staff of  
Parish Administrator to oversee the administrative  
operation of our parish and promote community life within 
the parish.  The position grows out of planning undertaken 
last year by Fr. Mark and the parish Finance and Pastoral 
Councils.  We are pleased to announce that Darija  
Pichanick from our staff has begun serving in this Parish 
Administrator role.  With Darija’s moving to this new  
position, the parish now has an opening for an  
Administrative Assistant on our parish staff.  See the notice 
to the right advertising this opening and seeking applicants.  
 

BAPTISMS AT STM  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

          Congratulations to Rose Elizabeth Davlantes! 

WE ARE HIRING!  
Parish Administrative Assistant – Full time position. 
Organizes office operations and procedures, greet,  
welcome, and refer visitors and callers to the parish,  
support youth faith formation and social justice ministry, 
and provide support to staff and volunteers.  Qualities we 
are looking for include the following: 

1.       Able to work with the variety of personalities who        
          come to the door. 
2.       Ability to work well effectively in a team setting as a  
          resource to a variety of individuals and group. 
3.       Excellent communication skills: written, email, and  
          verbal. 
  
TO APPLY FOR THIS POSITION 
Please provide a cover letter, with your resume, which  
outlines how your experience and interests align to create 
success in this role, to Darija Pichanick at 
dpichanick@stmga.org on or before October 6th, 2021. We 
welcome all applicants, however, only those who have been 
selected for an interview will be contacted. 
 

ADVERTISE IN OUR BULLETIN! 
Support your parish, as well as your business. Please  
contact our Diocesan Rep Mary Frericks 404-771-2564 or 
MFrericks@Diocesan.com for more information.  

SCHOOL NEWS        
PRE-K’S 1ST FIELD TRIP A TREEMENDOUS SUCCESS! 
In this our first year of Pre-K, we are enjoying watching the 
wonder and joy our new tiger “cubs” have for everything! 
The latest 1st for these cuties was their first field trip to the 
wide world outside the campus –a nature walk across the 
street to Adair Park. There were so many new sights and 
sounds to learn about, explore, and engage with like the 
dogs running in the park, the shapes of the trees (one tree’s 
branches looked like the number 4!), and the many colors 
and varieties of leaves. They collectively gathered all manner 
of sticks, leaves, and nature treasures to use in a reflection 
project when they returned to the classroom. Can you  
beLEAF how well their first field trip went!? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STM BROUGHT THE FUN WITH ROCK’N’RUN—

FUNDRAISING, HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
Whether it was with a sprint, skip, or a dance, our students 
took this year’s Rock’n’Run in stride. For the three weeks 
before the anticipated event, volunteer guest P.E. teachers 
shared their sports, health, and wellness knowledge.   
Students learned about breathing exercises, stretches,  
gymnastics, soccer, volleyball, Irish dance and so much 
more in preparation for the big day. Meanwhile, they also 
chose creative class team names and outfits, decorated 
their t-shirts, prepared their cheers, and solicited pledges. 
When Rock’n’Run time finally arrived, we were blessed with 
gorgeous blue skies and cooler temps. It was an exuberant 
day filled with fun and laughter for students, staff, and  
parents alike!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can catch up on our School News at stmga.org/news.   

 

mailto:dpichanick@stmga.org
https://www.stmga.org/news/


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY    FAITH IN ACTION   

MERCY & ACTION PRAYER SERVICE FOR WORLD DAY AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY 

The Archdiocese of Atlanta and Georgia Catholics Against the Death Penalty will offer A Mercy & Action Prayer Service for 
World Day Against the Death Penalty. Bishop Ned Shlesinger will preside and will offer a reflection on our call to practice 
mercy and to respect the dignity of human life. This virtual prayer service will stream on the archdiocese ’s Facebook page 
beginning at 10am on Saturday, October 9. Please join us over the weekend for prayer and action to bring an end to the 
death penalty. For more information or questions, please contact jhoffacker@archatl.com or 404-920-7898.  

 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD  

October 8-10 
Sponsored by Post Abortion Treatment and Healing (PATH). This weekend retreat helps women and men who are  
struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner healing. Will follow CDC and Rachel ’s Vineyard COVID-19  
guidelines. Contact: for more information, call 404-717-5557 or visit healingafterabortion.org.   

 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER  

Sat, Oct. 16; two online sessions, 9:30 am and 1:30 pm 
Sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. Prayer is a loving exchange with God. This type of prayer enables the 
ability to rest in God, leading to a more intimate relationship with him. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 or visit 
trappist.net to register.   

 

AFTER DOSTOEVSKY: WHAT IS CATHOLIC AND ORTHODOX LITERATURE IN THE AGE OF THE NONES?  

Tuesday, October 26, 2021, 7:30 – 9:00pm  
This year commemorates the 200th anniversary of the birth of Fyodor Dostoevsky. Dostoevsky is not only one of the 
greatest novelists of all time, he is also a specifically Orthodox Christian writer whose work is infused with the culture,  
theology, and spirituality of the Orthodox Church.  Learn more here: bit.ly/aquinas_orthodox 
 

THE WAY FOR MEN RETREAT 

The Way for Men is a three-day retreat for adult male survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta ’s Victim 
Assistance Program. It will be November 12-14 at Carmel Retreat Center in Hoschton, GA. The registration deadline is  
Friday, November 5. Please contact Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7550 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information.  

SAVE THE DATE! ST PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE IS BACK! 
Saturday November 20th from 9am-4pm   
Join us to complete your holiday shopping with more than 170 vendors (including students)! Also back for your enjoyment 
are the popular bake and casserole sales and a full café! www.spx.org/marketplace. Interested vendors and sponsors 
needed. SPXMarketDay@spxstudent.org  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT: LIVING IN THE FLOW 

Saturday, Oct. 9, 9am-3pm 
How do we allow ourselves to “live by the Spirit,” (to quote 
St. Paul)? Ignatian spirituality offers helpful wisdom to not 
only make good life decisions, but to live in the flow of God’s 
life and love. This day retreat will give you the quiet and the 
space to reflect on the deep desires of your heart, what you 
value, and how God might be inviting you in your life. $20, 
includes coffee, donuts, and lunch. Register at  
bit.ly/YAMretreat  
 
 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE STM GRANTS COMMITTEE 
The STM Grants committee would like to encourage  
parishioners to send us suggestions of organizations  
working to address poverty, income inequality, and/or  
racism.  Please send 1) a brief description of the  
organization, 2) the best contact information for the  
organization, and 3) any involvement you or other  
parishioners may have with the organization to John 
Oshinski at jnoshin@emory.edu. We will invite organizations 
to submit grants for the 2021-2022 year.  As in past years, 
priority will be given to grant requests that address capital 
needs, rather than short-term operating funds.   
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