
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM (outdoor) 
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         October 17, 2021—29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

  Join us online for Ignatian Foundations— 
a Six-Week Introduction to the Ignatian 

Worldview from October 25 – November 29, 
2021 from 7:30pm – 9:00pm 

See page 5 for more info. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., Oct. 18th         Jillian Doyle  † 
Thurs., Oct. 21st        Nebojsa and Dusanka Djuranovic † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
Donna Falzone, Angie Cebulski, Harriett "Mickey"  
Bamburg, Connie Hayden 
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Edward Dieser Jr., Bob Verlander, Richard White, Marilyn 
Acan, PJ McNeil 
 
Pray for those who were baptized: 
Theodore Edward Nemes  
 
Pray for those who were married: 
James Grimes and Kristen Jurinko  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., Oct. 18   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall and Zoom 
 

Tues., Oct. 19   Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00pm to 2:30pm—Zoom 
    RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
 

Wed., Oct. 20   Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
    Book Study: St. Ignatius’ Autobiography—7:15pm to 8:45pm—Zoom 
 

Sat. Oct. 23   Merton Group Meeting—11:00am to 1:00pm—Merton Group 
 

Sun. Oct. 24   Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Group B)—9:00am to 10:00am—CGS Atrium 
    SPARK (Group B & C only)—9:00am to 10:00am  
 

Mon. Oct. 25   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall and Zoom 
    Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ October Prayer Intentions  
Missionary Disciples 
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 
evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses 
of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


LEARN MORE ABOUT THE MERTON GROUP 
 
 
 
The Merton Discussion Group at St. Thomas More Parish 

The Merton Group is a gift – 
a way for adults to develop 
their spirituality within them-
selves and towards others 
through readings and  
discussions. 

We are a gathering of people 
from different religious  
backgrounds, who draw  
inspiration from the life and  
writings of Thomas Merton.  Merton addresses our spiritual 
yearnings, articulates the challenges of our journeys, and 
expertly guides us toward transformation in God. Our  
Merton Group, the ‘Atlanta Thomas Merton Study Group’, 
which started in 2001, is the Atlanta Chapter affiliate of the 
International Thomas Merton Society. 

The Merton Group is centered around the writings and 
thought of Thomas Merton. 

Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was a Trappist monk who lived 
at the Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani near Bardstown, 
Kentucky, known by his religious name as Father Louis. He 
was a gifted writer and wrote over 70 books on spirituality 
including essays, journals, poems, and courses, as well as 
correspondence with eminent global thinkers. Merton was a 
seminal thinker in many areas, including contemplative  
spirituality; social justice and ecology; and ecumenism and 
interreligious dialogue. Merton’s first autobiographical work, 
The Seven Storey Mountain, was a best seller in the U.S. in 
1949; it continues to be a best seller with many editions 
and translations today. 

We are attracted to the contemplative aspect of Merton’s 
writings, which makes the ancient tradition of Christian  
contemplation and works of Early Church Fathers accessible 
and meaningful to postmodern people. His contemporary 
spirituality inspires and guides many to adopt a  
contemplative practice as a way to grow closer to God. In 
addition to the Merton Group, you can find contemplative 
spirituality support at Contemplative Outreach Atlanta,  
St. Thomas More Parish, and the Trappist Holy Spirit  
Monastery in Conyers, Georgia, the daughter monastery of 
Merton’s Gethesemani Abbey founded in 1944. Victor  
Kramer, a Merton scholar and one of the founders of the 
Merton Group, is Holy Spirit Monastery’s liaison for St. 
Thomas More Parish. 

We are also drawn to Merton’s spiritual guidance that calls 
for action within areas of social justice, nonviolence, and 
honorable, compassionate living. We find Merton’s writings 
in these areas and on Church and monastic renewal after 
Vatican II to be prophetic: his concerns and spiritual advice 
include warnings that especially apply to many issues  
present in our society and Church today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Within the scope of both contemplation and action, Merton 
continually reminds us that our spiritual development  
involves the personal work of emptying ourselves of our 
illusions and of building our humility and love by uniting 
with Christ. Merton’s writings and our discussions continue 
to generate many questions and give us valuable spiritual 
guidance toward addressing these questions. 

We meet every fourth Saturday of each month from 
11:00am to 1:00pm ET. With pandemic restrictions, we 
meet by Zoom. When those are lifted, we expect to again 
meet in the St. Julie Room of St. Thomas More Parish, with 
some joining by Zoom. The meetings’ format has changed 
from time to time, but consistently has a focus of some  
section of a particular writing by or about Thomas Merton. 
Participants discuss this material and other related and 
contemporary issues during the meetings, with a  
moderator helping to facilitate the discussion. 

To contact us regarding attending meetings or for other 
information about the Merton Group, please e-mail  
Maggie Winfrey maggie.winfrey@gmail.com, Bob Kertz 
rkertz9@gmail.com, or Robert Weaver  
rweaver@qcwdr.com. 

mailto:maggie.winfrey@gmail.com
mailto:rkertz9@gmail.com
mailto:rweaver@qcwdr.com


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass .  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  
October 24—Church in Latin America/World Missions 
November 7—Archdiocesan Seminarians  
November 14—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
November 21—Campaign for Human Development  
Thanksgiving Day - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home  
 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE   
Goal:   $154,400 
Collected: $145,797    
 
Make a gift to the annual appeal today:  
donate.archatl.com. Find us under Saint Thomas More. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thanks to all the parishioners who have already made a pledge 
or payment to this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We still 
need your help reaching our 2021 goal so please consider  
making a gift to the annual appeal today: donate.archatl.com.  
Find us under Saint Thomas More.  
 
Each year, thousands of households throughout our  
Archdiocese support this program. The theme of this year’s  
appeal, Our Joyful Return to the Lord, hopes that you know the 
joy of resting in the open arms of Jesus in difficult times, and  
to encourage you to return to the Lord with your whole selves. 
Your gift to the Appeal helps educate our seminarians and 
those in deacon formation, provide the necessary funds to  
ministries like our College Campus, Prison, Disabilities, Respect 
Life, Justice and Peace, and Marriage and Family, just to name  
a few.  

http://www.stmga.org


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS   

Mondays, Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper understanding of the Ignatian worldview by studying 
Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will be led by Jesuits and lay 
Ignatian ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. 
Cost: $60 includes six sessions. Advance registration is required. Space is limited for the  
purposes of online conversation. Register at: bit.ly/igfound 
 

CATHOLIC DECISION MAKING FOR HEALTH CARE 

Sunday, Nov. 7 at 9:15am, Julie Room 
Conversations about illness, death and dying are never easy, but being prepared ensures your final wishes are followed. 
What does the Church teach about healthcare decisions? Join us on November 7 at 9:15am to learn about your options 
and how you can lift the burden from your loved ones by making these decisions in advance. We will also explain the 
methods most commonly used to pre-plan for your future. This free seminar is for people of all ages and life situations. 
We hope that you will prayerfully consider joining us – and inviting family members and friends. 
 

Please pre-register for this event. Contact Becki Campolito at (770) 642-5495 or email: becki@campolitolaw.com to reserve 
your space.  
 

PRAYING WITH ICONS 

November 14, 7pm, Mulhern Hall 
Come expand your prayer life to include the rich visual arts imagery of the Catholic Church. In this workshop we will ex-
plore the concept of Holy Reminders. Holy Reminders are images and icons familiar to our Catholic sensibilities that bring 
us in the presence of our Lord Jesus while creating them and when we revisit them. Each participant will create one Holy 
Reminder, made of wood and acrylic paint. Limited to 15 participants. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 

ONLINE CLASS: IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT & DECISION-MAKING   

Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14 at 7:30pm via Zoom 
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This 3-week 
virtual workshop will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and examine decision-making “case studies” to grapple 
with. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 

PEOPLE OF HOPE 

A monthly podcast from the pastoral team at Ignatius House. This year, for the Ignatian Year, the 
focus of each 30-minute episode is on Ignatian spirituality. New episodes drop the 4th Thursday 
of each month. Subscribe to People of Hope in your favorite podcast app.  
 

 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  

December 1, 6, 7 and 8 from 9:00am to 3:00pm, Ignatius House 
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits you for your body, mind, and spirit. 
Your retreat director will lead prayer and contemplation for this Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with sacred 
words to ponder and pray.  Register at: ignatiushouse.org 

LIVING IN THE FLOW: YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 

STM’s Young Adult Ministry attended a day retreat at Ignatius House on Saturday, 
October 9. This day retreat gave them the quiet and the space to reflect on the 
deep desires of their hearts, what they value, and how God might be inviting them 
in their lives.  

Connect with the young adult community and sign up for our newsletter at  
bit.ly/yamstm. 

 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

http://bit.ly/igfound
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/advent-day-of-reflection-7/


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS        
6

TH
 GRADE FOCUSES ON CO-LABORING WITH  

JESUS ON ANNUAL RETREAT  
 

The Ignatius House and its gorgeous surroundings allowed 
our 6th graders to focus on Gratitude, Healing, God’s Call 
and Co-Laboring during their recent spiritual retreat.  All 
four topics are anchored in the role of our relationship with 
God and how we can grow in that relationship by loving our 
neighbors.  Through activities, discussions, and during time 
for reflection, students contemplated how to be working as 
one to better the world!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/6TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM 6B TAKES 2
ND

 

PLACE! 

Congratulations to the 5th and 6th graders on our Volleyball 
Team 6B! They made it all the way to the CMLA  
championship game. It was a super close match, and we are 
proud to celebrate their 2nd place finish! Way to go Tigers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

You can catch up on our School News at stmga.org/news.   

CONGRATULATIONS!    

    

James Grimes and  
Kristen Jurinko were  
recently married at STM. 

 

 

 

 

Theodore Edward 
Nemes was baptized last  
weekend at STM. 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TRAINING 

There will be a training after the 11:30am Mass in the main 
Church on Sunday, October 23rd. For more information, 
please email jmessina@stmga.org. 

FINAL MINISTRY FAIR WEEKEND! 

The fourth and final ministry fair weekend was a success! 
We had ministry leaders from our Social Justice & Human 
Concerns groups in the narthex after all Masses.  

 

https://www.stmga.org/news/


FAITH IN ACTION      

AFTER DOSTOEVSKY: WHAT IS CATHOLIC AND ORTHODOX LITERATURE IN THE AGE OF THE NONES?  

Tuesday, October 26, 2021, 7:30 – 9:00pm  
This year commemorates the 200th anniversary of the birth of Fyodor Dostoevsky. Dostoevsky is not only one of the 
greatest novelists of all time, he is also a specifically Orthodox Christian writer whose work is infused with the culture,  
theology, and spirituality of the Orthodox Church.  Learn more here: bit.ly/aquinas_orthodox 

 

THE SPX THEATRE PROGRAM PRESENTS FAILURE: A LOVE STORY—OCT. 28 & 29  

The Fine Arts performance season begins with the Fall One Act Play: Failure: A Love story, written by Philip Dawkins.  
Showtimes are October 28 at 7:00pm (Live audience only), October 29 at 7:00pm (Live audience  & Live Streaming 
Event).  All tickets and stream passes will be available to purchase on 10/14 through spxarts.booktix.com and ShowShare.  
 

ServeHAITI FUNDRAISER 

All parishioners are invited to purchase tickets and attend the "Together We Can" dinner and fund raising event on  
November 6 at the Piedmont Park Magnolia Room, starting at 6:00pm. There will be cocktails, a delicious dinner,  
Caribbean music, a Haitian gift market, Live and Silent Auctions and generally a very fun time. Haiti is experiencing an  
especially tough time right now and your support of ServeHAITI will help provide health care for the 65,000 people in the 
area of the St. Vincent De Paul Clinic that ServeHAITI operates. (ServeHAITI is a non-profit organization that STM has  
supported for several years.) To buy tickets or make a donation please go to  www.servehaiti.org 

 

ST PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE IS BACK! 

Saturday November 20th from 9am-4pm   
Join us to complete your holiday shopping with more than 170 vendors (including students)! Also back for your enjoyment 
are the popular bake and casserole sales and a full café! www.spx.org/marketplace. Interested vendors and sponsors 
needed. SPXMarketDay@spxstudent.org  
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SVDP CLOTHING DRIVE  
 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make the St. Vincent  
de Paul Clothing Drive such a huge success!  The youth  
volunteers did a tremendous job helping out. And our  
parishioners stepped up with enough donations to fill the 
truck to the brim!  What a wonderful testament to charity in 
action.  The Thrift Shop will be now able to sell these items 
and use the proceeds to aid needy families in your  
community.  

 
 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION: 

Avoid purchasing candy containing palm oil. Palm oil is 
a popular vegetable oil used in candy bars, snack 
foods, cookies, and baked goods. Too often the palm 
oil tree plantations destroy enormous tracts of virgin 
tropical forests, exploit child labor, grab land from 
local communities and devastate critical habitat for 
elephants, orangutans, and tigers. Compare labels and 
avoid products with palm oil. Avoid Mix packs where 
you can’t verify ingredients. 

Atomic Fireballs   Hershey Skor 
Brach’s Candy Corn  Jolly Rancher 
Dots     M & M’s-Plain  
Dum Dums   Nerds 
Good & Plenty   Nestle Goobers 
Hershey Kisses   Nestle Raisinettes  
Hershey’s Milk Chocolate  Nestle Sno Caps 
Hershey’s Dark Chocolate  Ring Pops 
Reeses Peanut Butter Cups York Peppermint 
    Patties   

More info at:  https://productswithoutpalmoil.com/ 

Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us 
—Mother Earth 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

http://www.servehaiti.org
http://www.spx.org/marketplace
mailto:SPXMarketDay@spxstudent.org

