
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM (outdoor) 
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         October 24, 2021—30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 SYNOD: DISCERNING GOD’S WILL AS A CHURCH 

 

     #iGIVECATHOLIC 

STM will participate in #iGIveCatholic again 
this year. We hope to raise funds to cover 
the cost of several much-needed repair  
projects in the church. 
 

Early giving begins on November 15th!  
More details coming soon. 

What is a synod? 
See page 3. 

ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS 

Catholics have a custom of remembering all 
the faithful departed during the month of 
November.  
 

Tuesday, November 2nd, St. Thomas More 
Parish will celebrate All Souls Day with a  
special 7:00pm mass.  
 

All Saints Day is not a holy day of obligation this year. You can still join us for  
a daily Mass  at 12:15pm on Monday, Nov 1st in celebration of All Saints.   



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., Oct. 25th   Lena DiBetta Hymel      † 
   George C. Lyle † 
Tues., Oct. 26th  Alwyn Pichanick † 
Wed., Oct. 27th   Bob Verlander † 
Thurs., Oct. 28th  Guido H. Garayblas † 
   Catherine McEvoy † 
Fri., Oct. 29th   Johannes Darmawan † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
Bob Verlander  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Edward Dieser Jr., David Moss, Marilyn Acan, Mary Maher,  
PJ McNeil, Richard White, Sisi Arango 
 
Pray for those who were baptized: 
Benjamin Andrzej Comer  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon. Oct. 25   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall and Zoom 
    Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Tues., Oct. 26   Scripture Study with Louanne—1:00pm to 2:30pm—Zoom 
    RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
 
Wed., Oct. 27   Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
    Book Study: St. Ignatius’ Autobiography—7:15pm to 8:45pm—Zoom 
 
Sun., Oct. 31    Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Group A)—9:00am to 10:00am—CGS Atrium 
    SPARK (Group A)—9:00am to 10:00am 
 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ October Prayer Intentions  
Missionary Disciples 
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 
evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses 
of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


SYNOD 2021-2023: DISCERNING GOD'S WILL AS A CHURCH  

 
In his letter to parishes, marking the opening of Synod  
2021-2023, Most Reverend Gregory J. Hartmayer,  
Archbishop of Atlanta wrote: 

"We have been invited to participate in an unprecedented  
moment in our Church's history beginning this fall. On  
Sunday, Oct. 10, Pope Francis opened a two-year process 
called Synod 2021-2023 - For a Synodal Church:  
Communion, Participation and Mission that will uniquely  
engage not only Catholics but God's people all over the 
world. I want to personally encourage you, your family, and 
all those who are dear to you to join with me and our  
brothers and sisters in north and central Georgia on this  
extraordinary journey of faith." 

 
 
 
WHAT IS A SYNOD? 

In October 2023, bishops from around the world will meet with the Pope as an advisory council. This meeting 
is called a synod. Rather than just a single event, Pope Francis desires the synod to be a process and calls  
upon the Church to rejuvenate her synodal roots, just as early Church gathered to "listen and discern the path 
forward." Hence a "synod" is a "journeying together"—a shared journey of prayer, listening, and discernment,  
a practice that has marked the Church from her beginning.  

START LOCAL 

Starting now, diocese across the world will hold opening Masses for the synod process, before conducting 
"listening sessions and consultations with local Catholics, which will be guided by questionnaires and  
guidelines that will be sent to the local leaders from the Holy See." The archdiocese will provide resources 
about the process and invites all to "look for opportunities to participate in a listening session or contribute  
to a survey and to join in prayer, study, and reflection as we journey together." 

END GLOBAL 

Next year, bishops conferences in each country and continent will meet to review and pray about the results 
of the diocesan synodal sessions. At the conclusion of the global process on synodality, bishops will meet in 
October 2023 in Rome for a month-long final session. Afterward, the Pope will likely announce a set of  
reflections on the process, called an apostolic exhortation.  
 
"...the purpose of this Synod, and therefore of this consultation, is not to produce documents, but to "plant 
dreams, draw forth prophesies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave  
together relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another and create a bright resourcefulness 
that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands." (Preparatory Document, 32) 

 
 

       Learn more at: 
   https://www.synod.va/en.html 

   https://archatl.com/synod/ 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass .  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  
November 7—Archdiocesan Seminarians  
November 14—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
November 21—Campaign for Human Development  
Thanksgiving Day - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home  
 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE   
Goal:   $154,400 
Collected: $148,156  
 
Make a gift to the annual appeal today:  
donate.archatl.com. Find us under Saint Thomas More. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thanks to all the parishioners who have already made a pledge 
or payment to this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We still 
need your help reaching our 2021 goal so please consider  
making a gift to the annual appeal today: donate.archatl.com.  
Find us under Saint Thomas More.  
 
Each year, thousands of households throughout our  
Archdiocese support this program. The theme of this year’s  
appeal, Our Joyful Return to the Lord, hopes that you know the 
joy of resting in the open arms of Jesus in difficult times, and  
to encourage you to return to the Lord with your whole selves. 
Your gift to the Appeal helps educate our seminarians and 
those in deacon formation, provide the necessary funds to  
ministries like our College Campus, Prison, Disabilities, Respect 
Life, Justice and Peace, and Marriage and Family, just to name  
a few.  

http://www.stmga.org


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
CATHOLIC DECISION MAKING FOR HEALTH CARE 
Sunday, Nov. 7 at 9:15am, Julie Room 
Conversations about illness, death and dying are never easy, but being prepared ensures your final wishes are followed. 
What does the Church teach about healthcare decisions? Join us on November 7 at 9:15am to learn about your options 
and how you can lift the burden from your loved ones by making these decisions in advance. We will also explain the 
methods most commonly used to pre-plan for your future. This free seminar is for people of all ages and life situations. 
We hope that you will prayerfully consider joining us – and inviting family members and friends. 
 

Please pre-register for this event. Contact Becki Campolito at (770) 642-5495 or email: becki@campolitolaw.com to reserve 
your space.  
 

PRAYING WITH ICONS 
November 14, 7pm, Mulhern Hall 
Come expand your prayer life to include the rich visual arts imagery of the Catholic Church. In this workshop we will ex-
plore the concept of Holy Reminders. Holy Reminders are images and icons familiar to our Catholic sensibilities that bring 
us in the presence of our Lord Jesus while creating them and when we revisit them. Each participant will create one Holy 
Reminder, made of wood and acrylic paint. Limited to 15 participants. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 

ONLINE CLASS: IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT & DECISION-MAKING   
Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14 at 7:30pm via Zoom 
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This 3-week 
virtual workshop will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and examine decision-making “case studies” to grapple 
with. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 

CENTERING PRAYER WEEKLY “ZOOM” MEETINGS 
Centering Prayer meets each week via Zoom. Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up. 

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 
Tuesdays, 1pm 
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture reading from a historical and theological perspective. Contact Louanne 
at bachner@juno.com to join. 

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 
Join Jerry each Monday in the to dive into the week’s scriptures. Contact Jerry at jpendrick1@yahoo.com for  the Zoom link 

PEOPLE OF HOPE 

A monthly podcast from the pastoral team at Ignatius House. This year, for the Ignatian Year, the 
focus of each 30-minute episode is on Ignatian spirituality. New episodes drop the 4th Thursday of 
each month. Subscribe to People of Hope in your favorite podcast app.  
 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  

December 1, 6, 7 and 8 from 9:00am to 3:00pm, Ignatius House 
Directed by Fr. Bill Noe, SJ.  
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits you for your body, mind, and spirit. 
Your retreat director will lead prayer and contemplation for this Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with sacred 
words to ponder and pray.  Register at: ignatiushouse.org 
 

2-NIGHT WOMEN’S RETREAT: A JOURNEY TO THE MANGER  

December 3 @ 6:00 pm - December 5 @ 12:00 pm  
Directed by Sr. Susan Arcaro, r.c. 
Using the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola and Stations of the Crib by Joseph Nassal as our resources, we will  
journey with hope and expectation to the manger in Bethlehem. Experience the wonder of God ’s everyday love in a new 
way through imaginative prayer and reflection as you prepare for the coming of Emmanuel. Register at: ignatiushouse.org 

 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
mailto:bachner@juno.com
mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/advent-day-of-reflection-7/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-womens-retreat-a-virtual-journey-to-the-manger/


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS        
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUPPORT VETERANS? FLAG 

SALES FUNDRAISER AND OUR VETERANS DAY  

CELEBRATION 

We will be honoring our 
nation’s veterans  
beginning November 5th 
and concluding with a 
Veterans Day celebration 
on November 11th. Our 
students are collecting 
veteran photos to display 
on the school bulletin 
board and selling flags 
which will be displayed on 
the front lawn beginning 
November 5th. The  

proceeds from this flag sale will raise money for Purple 
Heart Homes (purplehearthomesusa.org).  On November 
11th, the entire school will participate in an online program, 
during which time we will honor all service members.  
Veterans affiliated with the school or church are invited to 
join the students online. During the program, the students 
will present a check to Purple Heart Homes based on the 
money they raised through the flag sales. If you'd like to 
support this fundraising effort, you may send a donation to 
the school at: Veterans Day Fundraiser, Saint Thomas More 
Catholic School, 630 W. Ponce de Leon Ave., Decatur, GA 
30030. Please make checks payable to St. Thomas More 
School. If you have any questions, please contact Emily  
Carley at emscarley@gmail.com. Saint Thomas More  
Catholic School is honored to have the opportunity to thank 
our veterans and salute their service.   

DOING MORE FOR OTHERS –  TIGER TALKS 
During October's National Bullying Prevention Month, we 
have launched our "Doing More for Others - Tiger Talks",  
an inaugural series for STM parents, guardians, staff, and 
students. 
 

Our “DMFO Tiger Talks” center on our school’s mission – 
“reaching out to the world as the hands of Christ” and ways 
to promote kindness, acceptance, inclusion and unity in the 
way Jesus exemplified. Our activities and strategies include a 
compilation of  
• weekly TNN (Tiger News Network) announcements,  
• daily in-class student activities and discussions, and  
• quarterly parent/guardian virtual after-school sessions, 

with the topic of "digital citizenship and anti-bullying 
advocacy."  

We are grateful to our STM family for helping each other 
spread the word, for responding in a supportive and  
inclusive manner, and for doing more for others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TRAINING 

There will be a training after the 11:30am Mass in the main 
Church on Sunday, October 24th. For more information, 
please email jmessina@stmga.org. 

OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH 
Each October the Church in the United States celebrates 
Respect Life Month. During this time, the Church asks us to 
reflect more deeply on the the dignity of human life. We 
consider why every human life is valuable and reflect on 
how to build a culture that protects life from conception to 
natural death. This year’s theme is St. Joseph: Faithful  
Protector of Mother and Child. During this Year of St.  
Joseph, each of us can find in him “an intercessor, a support 
and a guide in times of trouble”  
 
Dearest St. Joseph, 
Help us to faithfully commit ourselves 
to the service and defense of human life 
-especially where it is vulnerable or threatened. 
Obtain for us the grace 
to do the will of God in all things. 
 
 
 
 

WALKING WITH MOMS IN NEED 
The U.S. Bishops have recently launched an exciting,  
nationwide initiative to serve pregnant and parenting  
mothers facing difficulties, entitled Walking with Moms in 
Need (WWMIN). The mission of this program is to help fill 
the gaps in service and resources to mothers facing  
challenging pregnancies and those parenting young  
children in difficult circumstances. To learn more visit  
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com. If you are interested 
in helping start this initiative at St. Thomas More, email 
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 

 

http://purplehearthomesusa.org/
mailto:emscarley@gmail.com
http://www.stmga.org/news/
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/


FAITH IN ACTION      

AFTER DOSTOEVSKY: WHAT IS CATHOLIC AND ORTHODOX LITERATURE IN THE AGE OF THE NONES?  
Tuesday, October 26, 2021, 7:30 – 9:00pm 
This webinar is co-sponsored by Commonweal magazine. Registration and Webinar Link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_orthodox  
This year commemorates the 200th anniversary of the birth of Fyodor Dostoevsky. Dostoevsky is not only one of the 
greatest novelists of all time, he is also a specifically Orthodox Christian writer whose work is infused with the culture,  
theology, and spirituality of the Orthodox Church.  
 

ServeHAITI FUNDRAISER 

All parishioners are invited to purchase tickets and attend the "Together We Can" dinner and fund raising event on  
November 6 at the Piedmont Park Magnolia Room, starting at 6:00pm. There will be cocktails, a delicious dinner,  
Caribbean music, a Haitian gift market, Live and Silent Auctions and generally a very fun time. Haiti is experiencing an  
especially tough time right now and your support of ServeHAITI will help provide health care for the 65,000 people in the 
area of the St. Vincent De Paul Clinic that ServeHAITI operates. (ServeHAITI is a non-profit organization that STM has  
supported for several years.) To buy tickets or make a donation please go to  www.servehaiti.org 
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST  
All women are invited to the Magnificat Prayer Breakfast on Sat., Nov. 13, 2021, from 9:30am-12:00pm at Holy Cross 
Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Guest speaker will be Linda Koerner, of St. John Neumann Church, Lilburn. 
Reservations are $20 and are required in advance. Register online at https://tinyurl.com/NovemberMagnificatBreakfast or 
send check, payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, to: Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Deadline is 
Nov. 6. Check in at the door. Masks are required for the unvaccinated and encouraged for all. Contact Debbie DuPont at 
770-696-6216. 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS FOR SENIORS  
Catholic Charities Atlanta needs Thanksgiving food basket donations for 47 seniors living at St. Joseph Place, a low income 
senior living community. Suggested items include fruit cups, raisins, applesauce, microwave popcorn, oatmeal, low sodium 
soups or beans, stews or chili, canned tuna, rice, nuts, pasta and tomato sauce. Please deliver bags by Friday, Nov. 12, to 
Catholic Charities Atlanta, 2401 Lake Park Drive, Smyrna. Contact: Christie Crane at 404-920-7785 or email 
at CCrane@ccatlanta.org.  
 

ST PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE IS BACK! 
Saturday November 20th from 9am-4pm   
Join us to complete your holiday shopping with more than 170 vendors (including students)! Also back for your enjoyment 
are the popular bake and casserole sales and a full café! www.spx.org/marketplace. Interested vendors and sponsors 
needed. SPXMarketDay@spxstudent.org  
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

Praise be to you my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us…” – St. Francis of Assisi 
 

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION: 
Now is the time to plant trees. 
 

Together we can plant much-needed trees and green our world.  Now is the time to plant a 
tree that will grow to provide the essentials of life itself: clean air to breathe, healthy water to 
drink, a climate that’s tolerable, habitat for wildlife, and awe-inspiring beauty. Studies show 
they even improve our mental health. 
 

Trees also absorb the CO2 that contributes to global warming and release oxygen back into 
the air.  In one year, an acre of mature trees absorbs the amount of CO2 produced by a car 
driven 26,000 miles.  Planting trees also helps prevent soil erosion, increases land fertility 
and can add value to your property.  Trees that provide shade can also significantly reduce 
your energy bills.  When selecting trees, choose native types to support local wildlife. Spring 
and Fall can be good times to plant. 
 

Consider a Give-A-Tree card:  Each card you purchase, plants a tree in honor of your family, 
friends, customers or associates – helping to bring our Nation’s Forests back to life.   
Visit https://shop.arborday.org/give-a-tree 

http://www.servehaiti.org
mailto:CCrane@ccatlanta.org
http://www.spx.org/marketplace
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