
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM (outdoor) 
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
DURING 

Due to COVID-19, the  
nursery will be closed until  

further notice.  
 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         October 31, 2021—31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 

     #iGIVECATHOLIC 

STM will participate in #iGIveCatholic again 
this year. We hope to raise funds to cover 
the cost of several much-needed repair  
projects in the church. 
 

Early giving begins on November 15th!  
More details coming soon. 

                ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS 

 

Catholics have a custom of remembering 
all the faithful departed during the month 
of November.  
 
Tuesday, November 2nd, St. Thomas 
More Parish will celebrate All Souls Day 
with a special 7:00pm mass.  
 
All Saints Day is not a holy day of obligation this year. You can 
still join us for a daily Mass  at 12:15pm on Monday, Nov 1st in 
celebration of All Saints.   

 

 

FLAG SALES  

FUNDRAISER AND   

VETERANS DAY  

CELEBRATION 

 
See page 6 for  

details. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Wed., Nov. 3rd   Hugo Giraldo  
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
Barbara Auger 
Rachel Jacob  
Michael Redmond 
Martina Stopar  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Alice Cawley  
Edward Dieser Jr.  
Elleni Mulugeta 
David Moss 
Joseph McGauley 
Marilyn Acan 
Mary Flynt 
Mary Maher  
PJ McNeil 
Richard White 
Sisi Arango 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Mon. Nov. 1   All Saints Day Mass—12:15pm—Church 
    Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall and Zoom 
    Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 
Tues., Nov. 2   All Souls Day Mass—7:00pm—Church 
    RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
 
Wed., Nov. 3   Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
     
Sat., Nov. 6    STM Grief Support Group—6:30pm to 8:00pm—St. Julie Room 
 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant 
ParishOffice@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ October Prayer Intentions  
Missionary Disciples 
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 
evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses 
of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


LEARN MORE ABOUT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY AT STM 

Women’s bible study has been an active ministry at St. 
Thomas More for many years. It was first initiated by Angela 
Laughter, a parishioner at the time who had four boys at 
home, struggling to find a faithful balance between  
parenting realities, spiritual growth, and maintaining  
friendships. She read and was inspired by the book Walking 
with Purpose: Seven Priorities That Make Life Work by Lisa 
Breninkmeyer and learned that Lisa offered a Bible study 
specifically for women led by women that emphasized  
hospitality, welcoming, refreshment and renewal—
essentially an invitation to a slower pace in a busy world. 
Her message was simple: You matter to God. You are a  
beloved daughter of God. God is with you in the chaos of 
everyday life and in the ordinary. God comes into the mess. 
Build your tribe of faithful women around you. Don’t forget 
the lonely woman in the back of the pew.  

 

With the support of STM staff, the bible study began  
meeting and Monday nights in Mulhern Hall have become  
a sacred time for fellowship and faith conversations. The 
community has explored several of the Walking with  
Purpose books as well as other studies. We’ve trudged 
through the Old Testament narrative together, looked at 
strong female figures throughout Scripture, read Paul’s  
letter from prison, and this fall we are exploring a study  
on the “Biblical Foundations of Mass.” 

The study provides a conversation starter, but it has been 
the relationships that have sustained the ministry. We have 
small groups that have stayed together since the beginning, 
and so the depth of conversation and longevity of  
friendships have allowed women to journey through so 
much together – carrying one another through the joys of 
marriages and new babies as well as the sorrows of  
sickness and loss. It has also been a catalyst to help women 
return to their faith, as women meet other women on the 
journey and feel welcomed back and inspired into fuller 
participation in the Sacraments and life of the Church. 

 

Even throughout the pandemic, groups continued to meet 
either virtually or socially distanced on screened-in porches 
and backyards. These small faith communities have been a 
lifeline to community during a very difficult period. These 
groups are where life and faith intersect. The lessons we 
learn in our studies and in the small groups overflow into 
our families and our friendships. It would not have hap-
pened without the motivation of a parishioner to begin it 
and could not continue without the leadership of  
parishioners each semester. You matter to God and you 
matter to this church! 

 

New women are welcome each semester. We continue to 
offer virtual as well as in-person options. Our fall study on 
the Mass will end in November and we will start meeting 
again in January. To celebrate the Ignatian year, our next 
study will focus more on Ignatian prayer with Scripture as 
we begin “Ascending with Ignatius.” If you’re interested in 
joining this community, contact Sarah Otto at  
sotto@ignatiushouse.org. 

 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Lisa+Breninkmeyer&text=Lisa+Breninkmeyer&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM  
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our  
ministry. There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/  
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass .  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  
November 7—Archdiocesan Seminarians  
November 14—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
November 21—Campaign for Human Development  
Thanksgiving Day - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home  
 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE   
Goal:   $154,400 
Collected: $149,206  
 
Make a gift to the annual appeal today:  
donate.archatl.com. Find us under Saint Thomas More. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thanks to all the parishioners who have already made a pledge 
or payment to this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We still 
need your help reaching our 2021 goal so please consider  
making a gift to the annual appeal today: donate.archatl.com.  
Find us under Saint Thomas More.  
 
Each year, thousands of households throughout our  
Archdiocese support this program. The theme of this year’s  
appeal, Our Joyful Return to the Lord, hopes that you know the 
joy of resting in the open arms of Jesus in difficult times, and  
to encourage you to return to the Lord with your whole selves. 
Your gift to the Appeal helps educate our seminarians and 
those in deacon formation, provide the necessary funds to  
ministries like our College Campus, Prison, Disabilities, Respect 
Life, Justice and Peace, and Marriage and Family, just to name  
a few.  

http://www.stmga.org


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
CATHOLIC DECISION MAKING FOR HEALTH CARE 
Sunday, Nov. 7 at 9:15am, Julie Room 
Conversations about illness, death and dying are never easy, but being prepared ensures your final wishes are followed. 
What does the Church teach about healthcare decisions? Join us on November 7 at 9:15am to learn about your options 
and how you can lift the burden from your loved ones by making these decisions in advance. We will also explain the 
methods most commonly used to pre-plan for your future. This free seminar is for people of all ages and life situations. 
We hope that you will prayerfully consider joining us – and inviting family members and friends. 
 
Please pre-register for this event. Contact Becki Campolito at (770) 642-5495 or email: becki@campolitolaw.com to reserve 
your space.  
 
PRAYING WITH ICONS 
November 14, 7pm, Mulhern Hall 
Come expand your prayer life to include the rich visual arts imagery of the Catholic Church. In this workshop we will  
explore the concept of Holy Reminders. Holy Reminders are images and icons familiar to our Catholic sensibilities that 
bring us in the presence of our Lord Jesus while creating them and when we revisit them. Each participant will create one 
Holy Reminder, made of wood and acrylic paint. Limited to 15 participants. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  
 
ONLINE CLASS: IGNATIAN DISCERNMENT & DECISION-MAKING   
Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14 at 7:30pm via Zoom 
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This 3-week 
virtual workshop will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and examine decision-making “case studies” to grapple 
with. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith/ 
 
CENTERING PRAYER WEEKLY “ZOOM” MEETINGS 
Centering Prayer meets each week via Zoom. Email mccolman@anamchara.com to sign up. 
 
SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 
Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom 
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture reading from a historical and theological perspective. Contact Louanne 
at bachner@juno.com to join. 
 
BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 
Join Jerry each Monday in the to dive into the week’s scriptures. Contact Jerry at jpendrick1@yahoo.com for the Zoom link. 
 
PEOPLE OF HOPE 
A monthly podcast from the pastoral team at Ignatius House. This year, for the Ignatian Year, 
the focus of each 30-minute episode is on Ignatian spirituality. New episodes drop the 4th 
Thursday of each month. Subscribe to People of Hope in your favorite podcast app.  
 
 
 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  
 
December 1, 6, 7 and 8 from 9:00am to 3:00pm, Ignatius House 
Directed by Fr. Bill Noe, SJ.  
Come away to Ignatius House for a day of prayer and reflection. Refreshment awaits you 
for your body, mind, and spirit. Your retreat director will lead prayer and contemplation 
for this Advent Day of Reflection, and will present you with sacred words to ponder and 
pray.  Register at: ignatiushouse.org 
 

 
 

2-NIGHT WOMEN’S RETREAT: A JOURNEY TO THE MANGER  
December 3 @ 6:00 pm - December 5 @ 12:00 pm  
Directed by Sr. Susan Arcaro, r.c. 
Using the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola and Stations of the Crib by Joseph  
Nassal as our resources, we will journey with hope and expectation to the manger in 
Bethlehem. Experience the wonder of God’s everyday love in a new way through  
imaginative prayer and reflection as you prepare for the coming of Emmanuel.  
Register at: ignatiushouse.org 

mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
mailto:bachner@juno.com
mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/advent-day-of-reflection-7/
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-womens-retreat-a-virtual-journey-to-the-manger/


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS        
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUPPORT VETERANS? FLAG 

SALES FUNDRAISER AND OUR VETERANS DAY  

CELEBRATION 

We will be honoring our 
nation’s veterans  
beginning November 5th 
and concluding with a 
Veterans Day celebration 
on November 11th. Our 
students are collecting 
veteran photos to display 
on the school bulletin 
board and selling flags 
which will be displayed on 
the front lawn beginning 
November 5th. The  

proceeds from this flag sale will raise money for Purple 
Heart Homes (purplehearthomesusa.org).  On November 
11th, the entire school will participate in an online program, 
during which time we will honor all service members.  
Veterans affiliated with the school or church are invited to 
join the students online. During the program, the students 
will present a check to Purple Heart Homes based on the 
money they raised through the flag sales. If you'd like to 
support this fundraising effort, you may send a donation to 
the school at: Veterans Day Fundraiser, Saint Thomas More 
Catholic School, 630 W. Ponce de Leon Ave., Decatur, GA 
30030. Please make checks payable to St. Thomas More 
School. If you have any questions, please contact Emily  
Carley at emscarley@gmail.com. Saint Thomas More  
Catholic School is honored to have the opportunity to thank 
our veterans and salute their service.   

STM PARTICIPATES IN THE ATLANTA HISTORY 

CENTERS DIA DE MUERTOS 2021 FESTIVAL 

October 31, Noon – 
5pm, Midtown  
Campus, The  
Margaret Mitchell 
House. FREE but  
advanced registration 
required. 
 

Celebrate life in an 
authentic Day of the 
Dead celebration as if 
you were in the 
streets of Mexico. 
Enjoy traditional 
dancing, crafts,  
authentic Mexican 
food and  
entertainment.  Immerse yourself in a stunning display of 
alters honoring family and friends who have passed. 
 

Our students have created an “Ofrenda” (alter), that  
celebrates our school, highlighting St. Julie, St. Thomas More 
and all those who have built our community these past 70 
years. 
  
Visitors are encouraged to wear a costume or paint your 
face.  Check out their website for more activities. 
www.atlantahistorycenter.com/event/dia-de-muertos-2021    
  

We’d love to see you there!  Amy Bloom, Spanish teacher, 
and Cate Miller, Art teacher 

 

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.  

CROATIAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY MASS @ STM  

The Croatian Catholic Community of Atlanta will gather on 
Sun., Nov. 7th at STM to celebrate a mass in Croatian. The 
mass will be from 1:00pm to 2:30pm  in the main church, 
followed by a small informal gathering at Mulhern Hall.  
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
The mission of SVdP Society is to bring hope and help to 
those in need so they may find stability and move toward 
self-sufficiency. The St Thomas More Conference needs 
members to serve as Help Line Intake and Caseworkers to 
continue the work of reaching out to the working poor in 
our community. Please consider whether this volunteer 
ministry may be a good fit for you. For more information, 
please contact Virginia Perez at stm.svdp@gmail.com  
 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

First Saturday of each month, 6:30-8pm, St. Julie Room. Next 
meeting is Nov. 6th. Facilitated by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a 
parishioner and a professional counselor/therapist with a 
specialty in individual and couples therapy.  

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR BAPTISM! 

 
 

Benjamin Andrzej Comer 
was recently baptized at  
St. Thomas More. 

 

 

 

 

 

CANCER SEWING GROUP  

We will resume our service to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Cancer Home on Thursday November 4th at 9:00am in the 
St Julie Room of the church office. If you can thread a  
needle, you can help.   

http://purplehearthomesusa.org/
mailto:emscarley@gmail.com
http://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com


FAITH IN ACTION      

ServeHAITI FUNDRAISER 

All parishioners are invited to purchase tickets and attend the "Together We Can" dinner and fund raising event on  
November 6 at the Piedmont Park Magnolia Room, starting at 6:00pm. There will be cocktails, a delicious dinner,  
Caribbean music, a Haitian gift market, Live and Silent Auctions and generally a very fun time. Haiti is experiencing an  
especially tough time right now and your support of ServeHAITI will help provide health care for the 65,000 people in the 
area of the St. Vincent De Paul Clinic that ServeHAITI operates. (ServeHAITI is a non-profit organization that STM has  
supported for several years.) To buy tickets or make a donation please go to  www.servehaiti.org 
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST  
All women are invited to the Magnificat Prayer Breakfast on Sat., Nov. 13, 2021, from 9:30am-12:00pm at Holy Cross 
Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Guest speaker will be Linda Koerner, of St. John Neumann Church, Lilburn. 
Reservations are $20 and are required in advance. Register online at https://tinyurl.com/NovemberMagnificatBreakfast or 
send check, payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, to: Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Deadline is 
Nov. 6. Check in at the door. Masks are required for the unvaccinated and encouraged for all. Contact Debbie DuPont at 
770-696-6216. 
 

ST PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE IS HERE!   
Saturday November 20th from 9am-4pm | www.spx.org/marketplace 

• No need to worry about shipping delays or supply chain issues impacting your  
Christmas shopping!  We have over 150 vendors on campus to meet your needs  
for everyone on your list!   

• Apparel, art, pottery, pet gifts, spa items, gourmet foods and more!   

• Plus our café and famous casserole and bake sales! 

• Admission is $5 including a raffle ticket – preorder on our website and receive 2  
additional raffle tickets! 

• 20+ raffle prizes awarded each hour!!   Free parking!! 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION: 
Be a SAINT, reduce and reuse as well as recycle.  
 

The most effective way to reduce waste is to not create it in the first place. Making a 
new product requires a lot of materials and energy – raw materials must be extracted 
from the earth, and the product must be fabricated then transported to wherever it 
will be sold.  As a result, reduction and reuse are the most effective ways you can save  
natural resources, protect the environment and save money. 

 Ideas for how to reduce and reuse: 

 -Think about what you are buying.  Is there a need or are you over-consuming? 
-Buy used. You can find everything from clothes to building materials at specialized 
reuse centers and consignment shops. 
-Filter tab water rather than buying plastic bottles.   
-When shopping, use cloth bags instead of plastic.  Stop collecting cloth bags beyond 
your need.  We now have too many bags for normal consumption. 
-Buy reusable over disposable items, such as, stainless steel straws, silverware, and cups, and cloth napkins and towels 
instead of paper. 
-One person’s trash is another person’s treasure. Prevent usable goods from gong to the landfills by identifying someone 
who could use the items or donating to nonprofit organizations.  

For more information, go to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sanitation/reduce-reuse-recycle 

http://www.servehaiti.org

