
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM*  
*(outdoor, if above  

40° and no rain)  
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 

NURSERY  
Due to COVID-19, the  

nursery will be closed until  
further notice.  

 
CHAPEL 

Open weekdays during parish 

         November 28, 2021—1st Sunday of Advent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

#IGIVECATHOLIC ON NOV 30TH 

Please support our parish on Giving 
Tuesday! See page 4. 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS @ STM  

See page 6 for the 2021 Advent and 
Christmas schedule. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., Nov. 29th     Robert Hall † 
   Thomas Mathews † 
   Jos Vatanirabbel † 
 
Tues., Nov. 30th    James Francis Gorman 
 
If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Edward Dieser Jr., David Moss, John Boyle (father of Sarah 
Daniels), Linda Abboud, Mary Maher, Nina Gorman, PJ 
McNeil, Richard White, Gloria Anderson (Aunt of Jessica 
Prince)  
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Lynn Bermond and Albert Goldberger  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon. Nov. 29   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
 

Tues., Nov. 30   RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
 

Wed., Dec. 1   Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
 
Sat., Dec. 4   Grief Support Group—6:30pm to 8:00pm—St. Julie Room 
 

Sun., Dec. 5   Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Group B) - 9:00am to 10:00am—CGS Atrium 
    SPARK (Groups B and C)—9:00am to 10:00am 
 

Mon. Dec. 6   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant  
sassefa@stmga.org  
 
Amy O’Neill, Administrative Assistant  
aoneill@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
For general inquiries email,  
parishoffice@stmga.org  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

People Who Suffer from  
Depression 
We pray that people who suffer 
from depression or burn-out 
will find support and a light 
that opens them up to life.  

mailto:parishoffice@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The liturgical year begins with the season of Advent and includes the four Sundays  
before Christmas. The word Advent comes from the Latin word that means coming or 
arriving. Thus, Advent is marked by the anticipation of those who await the arrival of 
someone dear or important, knowing that the awaited one is almost here. While in the 
secular world, the preparation may be more focused on decorating and shopping  
before Christmas, as Catholics we are called to focus our attention on waiting,  
conversion, and hope. The first weeks of Advent are marked by preparing for the  
second coming of Christ, while also recognizing his presence among us even now. As 
Christmas draws nearer, our focus shifts to preparing for the Nativity of the Lord.  

The seasonal liturgy offers us as a symbol the Advent wreath with its four candles,  
signifying the four weeks of preparation for Christmas. The Advent wreath is an  
ancient Christian tradition which has found its place in the Church as well as in the home. Just as we long for the  
brightness of the summer sun during the winter’s cold, so does the gradually brightening light of this wreath herald the 
dawn of Christ, the Light of the World. Traditionally, Advent wreaths are a circle of evergreen branches into which four 
candles are inserted, representing the four weeks of Advent. Ideally, three candles are purple and one is rose, but white 
candles can also be used. Many parishes and other organizations sell Advent wreaths, but it also easy to create one. The 
progressive lighting of the candles on the Sundays of Advent symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our 
Lord’s first coming into the world.  
             (from USCCB “Advent: A Time of Waiting,” USCCB, 2015 and “Advent: O Come Emmanuel”) 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath at Home 
The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First Sunday of Advent or on the evening before the First Sunday of 
Advent. When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent 
or another member of the family. Use this prayer to bless your family wreath: 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth. 

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6)  
or Isaiah 63 (lines 16-17 & 19)  
or Isaiah 64 (lines 2-7) is read: 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
R/. Thanks be to God. 

With hands joined, the leader says: 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 

he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 

he is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, 

let your blessing come upon us 
as we light the candles of this wreath. 

May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring  

us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R/. Amen. 
 

The blessing may conclude with a verse from 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: 

O come, desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of humankind; 

bid ev’ry sad division cease 
and be thyself our Prince of peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers, USCCB, 2007 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry. 
There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 

Please note: We transitioned on Nov. 16th to a newer online 
giving system called ParishSOFT Giving. If you have a recurring 
gift already established in the older ParishSOFT My Own Giving 
system, that will be transferred over to the new system and your 
gift will still process. This program has a lot of great features and 
tools to make it easy to give to St Thomas More Parish.  
 

To set up a gift (or to change our recurring gift), you will go to 
the same online giving link on our website which will redirect 
you to the new online giving form.  
 

To change a recurring gift, go to the new online giving form, 
then click Sign In, then at the bottom click the button where it 
says Don't have a giving account? Create One and fill in your 
information. 
 

Note: If you use the same email we have on file, you will be able 
to see your recurring gifts and make any changes you need. If 
you use a different email, one of the staff members at the  
parish will be able to merge that account so you can see your 
recurring gifts.  
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the  
parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

* Donate via PayPal online on our website or 
by scanning this QR code. 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

November 28—Christmas Flowers 
December 12—Retirement Fund for Religious 
December 19—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
Christmas Day—Catholic Charities  

STM is once again participating in #iGIveCatholic Giving Day on 
November 30th. We hope to raise funds to cover the cost of 
several much-needed repair projects in the church such as 
cleaning the carpets and upholstery, replacing worn kneelers in 
the sanctuary, repairing icons in the narthex and purchasing 
new vestments for our new priests.  
 

Gifts can be made today through November 30th. Thank you 
for your generous support of St. Thomas More Catholic parish!  
 
https://atlanta.igivecatholic.org/organizations/st-thomas-more-
catholic-church 

#iGIVECATHOLIC—SUPPORT OUR PARISH 

http://www.stmga.org


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Join the women of the parish on Monday, December 6 at 7pm for an 
evening of celebration, food, and an Advent reflection given by Dr. 
Kathryn Hamrlik, chair of the theology department at Marist High 
School. This year's gathering will be limited to 100 women, so sign up 
soon! Learn more here: bit.ly/WomensAdvent2021 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYING WITH ICONS—RESCHEDULED 
December 18, 7:00pm to 9:00pm, Mulhern Hall 
Come expand your prayer life to include the rich visual arts 
imagery of the Catholic Church. In this workshop we will  
explore the concept of Holy Reminders. Holy Reminders are 
images and icons familiar to our Catholic sensibilities that 
bring us in the presence of our Lord Jesus while creating them 
and when we revisit them. Each participant will create one 
Holy Reminder, made of wood and acrylic paint. Limited to 15  
participants. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 
Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom 
Join Jerry each Monday in the to dive into the 
week’s scriptures. Email Jerry at 
jpendrick1@yahoo.com for the Zoom link. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
and Zoom 
The next session starts in January and will 
focus more on Ignatian prayer with Scripture 
as we begin “Ascending with Ignatius.”  
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org  

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 
Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom 
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture 
reading from a historical and theological  
perspective. Email Louanne at 
bachner@juno.com to join. 
 

CENTERING PRAYER  

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join. 

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM 

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION  

December 1, 6, 7 and 8 from 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Come away to  
Ignatius House for 
a day of prayer and 
reflection. Refresh-
ment awaits you for 
your body, mind, 
and spirit. Your retreat director will 
lead prayer and contemplation for this  
Advent Day of Reflection, and will present 
you with sacred words to ponder and 
pray.  Register at: ignatiushouse.org 

IGNATIUS HOUSE 

STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

                        Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY 
SPARK CATECHIST NEEDED! 
First Grade, Section B is looking for a trained, cleared adult 
to serve as a catechist for the remainder of the year.  
Section B doesn't meet more than twice a month. Lessons 
are built for you and you have a co-catechist to support 
you. Also, your kiddo(s) attend SPARK for free. If you're  
interested, please know that you'll have to undergo an  
in-house background check, and complete VIRTUS training 
before meeting with the kiddos. "Start date" is Sunday, 
 January 16, 2022. Questions? Reach out to Stewart 
Voegtlin: svoegtlin@stmga.org 

YOUNG ADULT ADVENT GET-TOGETHER 

Thursday, Dec. 9, 7pm 
Celebrate Advent with  
trivia and fellowship at 
Monday Night Garage 
in the West End!  
Outdoor seating with 
heaters is available.  
 
RSVP at bit.ly/YAMadvent21  

 

YOUTH NEWS       YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

https://bit.ly/WomensAdvent2021
mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
mailto:bachner@juno.com
mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/advent-day-of-reflection-7/
http://bit.ly/YAMadvent21


PARISH NEWS       ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2021 

SCHOOL NEWS        
VETERANS FLAG SALES FUNDRAISER A SUCCESS! 

Thank you for helping us 
to honor our nation’s  
veterans this Veterans 
Day. Your support of our 
flag sales fundraiser  
enabled the school to 
donate over $2,000 to 
Purple Heart Homes
(purplehearthome-
susa.org), a provider of 
housing solutions for  
service-connected  
disabled and aging  

veterans. We were honored for the opportunity to reach  
out to the world as the hands of Christ to our veterans.  

STM SCHOOL GREENERY SALE  

The STM School Greenery 
Sale is OPEN! Brighten up 
your home this season with 
beautiful wreaths and  
centerpieces or send as a 
gift! Order now for Fall and 
Thanksgiving! Pre-order for 
Christmas! 

STM receives 15% cash back 
on each sale, with all proceeds committed to supporting our 
school. Order online now and select your preferred delivery 
date:www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/276355. 
  
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/. 

ADVENT CANDLES 

The Fr. Thomas O'Reilly Council of the Knights of Columbus 
will be selling Advent candles for the 2021 Advent season 
(beginning November 28). The price is $10, with all  
proceeds benefiting the charitable endeavors of the KoC.  
Email Jimmy Faris (jamesfaris@gmail.com) to arrange for 
purchase and pick-up.  
 

THE CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

Thanks to all who took a tag from our  
Giving Tree! Please make sure to return gifts 
to the narthex during weekend Masses by 
Dec. 5th. Thank you for your support! 

 

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY 

All are invited to join STM’s weekly rosary 
group, Not Your Mama’s Rosary, for in-person 
prayer and fellowship on Tues., Dec. 7th at 
8:30am in the Church. We’ll start by sharing 
intentions and praying the rosary together, 

followed by coffee and bagels at the parish library.  
 

OUTDOOR MASS—COLD WEATHER PLAN 

With cold weather approaching, we will begin a new practice 
for the location of the 10:15am Sunday Mass. Whenever the 
temperature is below 40° the Mass will be celebrated in the 
church rather than outside in the courtyard.  

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP 

Sunday, December 12, 11:15am 
Are you a parent of younger children?  
Meet other families on the second Sunday  
of each month at the church playground  
after the 10:15am Mass. Stay connected  
with other parents by joining our email 
group: bit.ly/STMparents  

Monday, December 6— 
Women’s Advent by Candlelight, Mulhern Hall, 7:00pm 
 
Wednesday, December 8— 
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 
Masses: Tuesday, Dec 7 at 5:30pm 
  Wednesday, Dec 8 at 12:15pm and 7:00pm 
 
Wednesday, December 15— 
Advent Reconciliation Service, 7:00pm 
 
Saturday, December 18— 
As Joseph Waits: Men’s Advent Morning of Reflection 
Church, 9:00am 

Friday, December 24— 
Christmas Eve 
NOTE: Attendance at each Mass limited to 300; reservations 
open November 29th on the parish website. 
 2:00pm Mass 
 4:00pm Mass 
 4:00pm Mass (gym) 
 6:00pm Mass 
 9:15pm Lessons and Carols 
 10:00pm Mass 
 
Saturday, December 25— 

Christmas Day 
NOTE: Attendance at each Mass limited to 300; reservations 
open November 29th on the parish website. 
 9:30am Mass 
 11:00am Mass 
(no afternoon confessions; no 5:30pm Vigil Mass for Sun.) 
 

ADVENT AT STM 

CHRISTMAS AT STM 

http://purplehearthomesusa.org/
http://purplehearthomesusa.org/
http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/276355
mailto:jamesfaris@gmail.com


 

FAITH IN ACTION    

MARIST SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE DEC. 5 
Marist Open House is set for Sunday, December 5 from 1 to 4 p.m. Explore the campus, visit classrooms, experience  
student activities, and meet students, faculty, and staff. Open House is a community event, and all are welcome to attend. 
Visit marist.com/openhouse to register and learn more. 
 
VISIT EPIPHANY’S NATIVITIES 

For the twenty-fifth holiday season, The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany presents an exhibit of over 300 nativity scenes 
from around the world from Saturday, December 4 through Sunday December 12, 2021—open on SELECT DAYS & 
TIMES. From the elegant to the eccentric, the birth scenes are sculpted in materials ranging from carved wood to volcanic 
ash. Many of the nativities are accompanied by scriptural quotes and hymn texts. Admission: $5.00 for adults; Free for 
children under 12. For more information call 404.373.8338 or visit www.epiphany.org. 
 
COMING SOON: CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM 

An introduction to the faith & practices of Judaism, Christianity and Islam  

In today’s world, knowing something about what other religions believe and practice can be  
essential to making sense of the daily news – around the globe and within our own community. 
How would you rate your religious literacy? 
If you’re one of those people who have said, “Someday, I’d like to learn more about …..” (name the 
religion of your choice), then this study is for you! 
Class size is limited. Registration is OPEN NOW @ ignatiushouse.org 
Tuesday evenings from 7-9pm - 13 weeks, beginning January 18, 2022 at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center For more 
information, contact Kathy Hoffman at kdhoffman53@gmail.com. 
 

ADVENT ETHICAL TRADE 
Shop virtually and support the work of Justice and Peace Ministries of the Archdiocese of Atlanta and artisans around the 
world whose businesses continue to suffer as a result of the pandemic. Shopping ethical trade means honoring the digni-
ty of work and supporting the 10 principles of fair trade, which include fair payment, no child labor and good working con-
ditions. When using the Archdiocese of Atlanta link, 20% of your order will be donated to the archdiocese. Contact: vis-
it serrv.org/?a=archatl to purchase items.  
 

MARRIAGE RETREAT WEEKEND 
Virtual retreats sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Learn the tools needed to keep marriage strong during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Early registration is encouraged. Contact: visit wwme.org or call 678-242-9963.   

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION: 
Count your blessings!  
 
 

 

Thanksgiving weekend is a 
good time to count your  
blessings, beginning with 
the many ways the natural  
environment sustains and 
enriches our lives.  As part 
of your green Thanksgiving, 
make time for prayer,  
meditation, reflection or 
perhaps just a walk in the 
woods to contemplate and 
give thanks for the wonders 
of nature. 

 

Whatever else you do, make it a time to say thank you to 
the people in your life who matter most.  If you are not 
spending Thanksgiving with some of the people you love, 
call, email or write a letter to tell them why they mean so 
much to you and how they make your world a better place.  
 

FAITH IN ACTION PRESENTS “JUST MERCY”  

Saturday, December 11, doors open at 6:30pm 
Please join Faith in Action for movie 
night as we present “Just Mercy” on 
Saturday, December 11th in Mulhern 
Hall. “Just Mercy” has been favorably 
reviewed by the Catholic News  
Service and other Catholic reviewers 
for its reflection of the Church’s teaching about capital  
punishment and how the death penalty undermines the 
dignity of all human life.  The film is based on the  
bestselling memoir of Bryan Stevenson, founder of the 
Equal Justice Initiative, and focuses on his representation of 
a Black man sentenced to death for a crime he did not 
commit.  It is a powerful telling of how systemic racism 
affects the criminal justice system, and how imposition of 
the death penalty is inconsistent with respect for life. Doors 
will open at 6:30pm, with the movie set to start at 
6:45pm.  After the movie we will have a discussion about 
the film and the important issues it raises.   
 

PARENTS, PLEASE NOTE: given its subject matter, “Just  
Mercy” is not suitable for pre-teens.  

https://admissions.marist.com/open-house-2021
http://www.epiphany.org/
https://www.serrv.org/?a=archatl
https://wwme.org/

