A Ministry of the Jesuits

January 2, 2022—The Epiphany of the Lord
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

The Jesuits and staff at St. Thomas More wish you and
your families a most Happy New Year.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Friday, January 7th

Yordanos Kelati †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the
sick or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We
will not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying
for someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists,
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have
the express permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who have died:
John Doris
Pray for those who are sick:
Barbara Russell, Alexander Whan, Fisseha Bartolomeos,
Bob and Diane Sykes, Albert Ellis, Marge Pina, William
Monahan, Edward Dieser Jr., David Moss, John Boyle,
Mary Maher, PJ McNeil
Pray for those who were newly married:
John David Gibney and Anna Loreena Kelly

Pope Francis’ January Prayer
Intention—For true human fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from
religious discrimination and
persecution; may their own rights and
dignity be recognized, which originate
from being brothers and sisters in the
human family.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Amy O’Neill, Administrative Assistant
aoneill@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
For general inquiries email,
parishoffice@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Jan. 3

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library

Tues., Jan. 4

Rosary Group—8:30am—Church
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., Jan. 5

Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Mon., Jan 17

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
The feast of the Epiphany originated in the Eastern Church
in the 3rd century where it was a celebration of the baptism
of Jesus linked to his nativity. It ranked as one of the three
most important feasts of the church's year alongside Easter
and Pentecost (the celebration of Christmas as a feast only
began in the 3rd century also and was of lesser importance
than Epiphany).
The word epiphany comes from the Greek epiphaneia
meaning to manifest, to show forth, to appear. This was
associated with the appearance of the Spirit at Jesus'
baptism and the voice of God making manifest the identity
of Jesus as his Son (cf. Mark 1:11).
One of the main features of the original feast was the
blessing of the water to be used for baptism, something
now done at the Easter Vigil in the Western church.
The feast was adopted in the Western Church from the
4th century but lost its association with Christ's baptism,
instead becoming a celebration of the making known of
Christ to the gentiles in the persons of the Wise Men of
St Matthew's gospel (Matthew 2:1-12).
The gospel calls the men from the East who visited the
Christ child magoi, meaning sage, wise or learned. They
are first referred to as kings by the theologian Tertullian
(160-220) who calls them 'almost kings,' because of their
noble calling, representing the Gentiles paying homage to
Christ and no doubt reflecting the Old Testament reference
to kings in Psalm 71 ('The kings of Sheba and Seba shall
bring him gifts') which is used at the Mass of the Epiphany.
The gospel does not say how many Magi there were; this
tradition seems to have started with the theologian Origen
(185-254) who assumes there must have been three kings
because there were three gifts - gold, frankincense and
myrrh.
The first pictorial representation of the three wise men is
found in the catacombs of Prisclla dating from the 2nd
century.
The three kings seem to have been given names in the 6th
century: Caspar (Kaspar or Gaspar), Melchior and Balthasar.
They were venerated as saints in the middle ages and the
cathedral at Milan claimed to have their relics, brought
from the imperial city of Constantinople in the 5th century.
These relics were taken to Germany by Emperor Frederick
Barbarossa in 1162 and are now enshrined in Cologne
Cathedral.

A Prayer for the Feast of the Epiphany
I wonder sometimes
If one of the stars that lit Abraham’s night
Was the one that led the Magi to Jesus.
A dark canvas speckled by the most generous brush—
What an improbable promise to an old man.
But our God has never been daunted by the unlikely, the
impossible.
What a sight for the Magi, too,
A baby resting on hay, his cries mingled with braying and
bleating.
I like to think they heard in those everyday sounds a holy
chorus,
Saw in that noisy tableau a Creator serenaded by His
creation,
All of it embodied, enfleshed—
All of it good.
And when we’ve left our gifts for this implausible King,
May we, like the Magi, go home by another way—
Having encountered the holy,

May we protect it, guard it,
Trail its light behind us wherever we go.
A sacred arc transposed from heaven to earth,
May we ourselves become the star,
Leading the way to Emmanuel.
Amen.
By Cameron Bellm, a Seattle-based writer of prayers,
poems, and devotionals, and the author of “A Consoling
Embrace: Prayers for a Time of Pandemic”

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3
WAYS TO GIVE TO STM
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.
* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Send your offering in the mail to the
parish office at:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website or
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings by scanning this QR code.
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia. SECOND COLLECTIONS
January 9—STM St Vincent de Paul
January 16—Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministries
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to February 14—STM St Vincent de Paul
March 2—Ash Wednesday—Serve Haiti
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
March 6—Black and Indian Missions
The anointing can be given multiple times.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

BAPTISM

SYNOD 2021—2023

To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
What is the 2021-2023 Synod?
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
Pope Francis wants to hear from you about what is happening
the registration form and the safety protocols are
in our parishes and in the universal Church, and what you think
available under Baptisms on the website.
we should all be doing to make them better. To get everyone’s
input, he is calling the entire Church to participate in a
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
“synod” (ˈsi-nəd ), a process of consultation and listening rooted
AND CONFIRMATION
in the ancient Tradition of the Church. This is a big deal—a
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
historic undertaking—and we don’t want to let this opportunity
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
pass us by. Our parish is conducting listening sessions (in
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.
person and virtual) as the first phase of this synod process.
MATRIMONY
There is a place at this “table” waiting for you. We want to hear
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, from you.
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
Visit stmgaparish.org/synod to learn more.
marriage preparation program. For more information on Email your interest in participating: Listening@stmga.org
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

FINDING GOD IN THE NEW YEAR: LOOKING AT GOD,
LOOKING AT YOU

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Saturdays, Jan. 8 and Jan. 15, 10am. $15 fee
This two Saturday series will use Ignatian meditation,
the Examen, and SoulCollage® to allow participants
to create cards for prayer and meditation that invite
them into deeper relationship with where God is
working in their unique stories. The first Saturday,
we will look at the "big picture" — looking with God,
looking at the World. What is God's dream for the
world? Where are you being invited to co-create in that dream? Allow
God to dream with you as you make a SoulCollage® card for prayer,
meditation, and reflection.

The second Saturday, we will look more deeply into our individual
stories. Where is God at work in your one and unique life? How might
God be inviting you to grow through your own unique gifts, talents, and
even weaknesses. Again, we will be making cards together for use in
prayer, meditation, and reflection. No artistic skills are needed and all
materials will be provided, though participants are invited to bring
images to use in collage. Saturdays, Jan. 8 and Jan. 15, 10am. $15 fee.
Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

HIDDEN MERCY BOOK STUDY

Tuesdays, Jan. 18 – Feb. 22, 7pm, Zoom.
AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories of
Compassion in the Face of Fear The height of the
AIDS crisis in the United States in the 1980s and
1990s left many profound stories that remained
untold. In Hidden Mercy, gay Catholic journalist
Michael O’Loughlin uncovers the stories of Catholics
who at great personal cost chose compassion. A
compelling picture of those who responded to
human suffering with mercy, offering insights for
LGBTQ and other people of faith struggling to find
a home in religious communities today. Register at:
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE NOW?

The Spiritual Journeys of American Millennials
Sunday, Jan. 23, 7-9pm, St. Julie Room
What happens to your spiritual and religious beliefs
over time? Six diverse Americans—a Catholic,
Pagan, Jew, Muslim, Lakota, and Buddhist—share
their spiritual struggles and aspirations, and how
their beliefs have changed after 17 years, from teens
to adult. As religious polarization becomes more
prominent and as young people disengage from
religion, this documentary grapples with the question
of religious belief. Discussion will follow the film.

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD

3-Week Course, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 2, 9, 16, Zoom
Take a deep dive into the three
primary forms of Ignatian prayer:
meditation, contemplation, and the
Examen. Each week you will take
a deep dive into the roots of these
prayer methods, hear Ignatius’
guidance from the Spiritual Exercises,
and have a guided prayer
experience. Facilitated by Andy Otto.
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

January 24, 31, February 7, 14, 28, March 7,
14, 21, 28, April 11—7:00pm to 8:30pm—
Mulhern Hall and Zoom
Our next bible study book
will move us a bit more from
the head to the heart as we
spend more time praying
with scripture rather than
merely studying it. Our book
this session will be
“Ascending with Ignatius: A
30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10week retreat!).
For more info and to register visit:
www.stmgaparish.org/winter
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
2-NIGHT YOGA RETREAT
January 14, 2022 - January 16, 2022
Directed by Kimberly Nettuno, RYT—In Psalm
143: 10, the Psalmist prays, "Teach me to do
your will, for you are my God. May your kind
spirit guide me...." As we enter the New Year,
we often do so with a list of resolutions to
encounter transformation. More info and
register: www.ignatiushouse.org

FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE
January 28, 2022 - January 30, 2022
Directed by Maria Cressler, MTS, and John
Cressler, PhD Couples are invited to explore
how God desires to continue to breathe life
into your marriage – companioning you at
each stage of your relationship. More info
and register: www.ignatiushouse.org

PARISH NEWS
S FACTOR CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Twenty three S Factor members enjoyed a festive and
delicious lunch at the Marlay on Thursday, Dec. 16th. The
weather was so cooperative for their outdoor dining.

NEW PARISHIONER WELCOME MASS & RECEPTION

Saturday, January 22nd, 2022
Mass at 5:30pm, followed by a meet and greet reception in
Mulhern Hall and courtyard.
All parishioners who joined our parish since March 2020 are
invited to a New Parishioner Welcome Mass on Sat., Jan.
22nd at 5:30pm followed by a meet and greet reception in
Mulhern Hall and the courtyard. Our clergy, staff and
ministry representatives are looking forward to welcoming
you in person and answering any questions. Connect with
other parishioners and learn about your new parish home
and ways you can get involved.

CONGRATULATIONS!
John David Gibney and Anna
Loreena Kelly were recently
married at St. Thomas More.

Invitations will be sent via email this week. The information
about the event will be posted on our website too. Please
RSVP with the number of people attending so we can have
an accurate count for food and drink. We look forward to
meeting you! RSVP: www.stmgaparish.org/welcome

SPARK CATECHIST NEEDED FOR FIRST GRADE!
We are looking for a trained, cleared adult to serve as a
catechist for the remainder of the year. Lessons are built
for you and you have a co-catechist to support you. If you're
interested, please know that you'll have to undergo an
in-house background check, and complete VIRTUS training
before meeting with the kiddos. "Start date" is Sun., Jan. 16,
2022. Contact Stewart Voegtlin: svoegtlin@stmga.org

SCHOOL NEWS
STM CATHOLIC SCHOOL FAMILIES REACH OUT AS
THE HANDS OF CHRIST
For this year’s school Advent
project, we partnered with Glenn
Memorial United Methodist Church
to be the hands of Christ for 460
children and teens this Christmas
Season.

SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL WISHES
YOU A HAPPY NEW YEAR IN 2022!
The gift of a new year is a blessing from God. We give thanks
to Him for all good things and pray He will continue to bless
you and your families all year through. We wish you a new
year full of worship, love and peace!

Our families helped students in four
different schools ranging from
pre-K to high school by providing 430 gift boxes! Each gift box
was packed by a STM student with items appropriate for the
specific recipient.
Using wish lists, our families purchased gifts and necessities
and donated 30 bags of needed items to the Global Village
Project high school for refugee girls including winter coats
and blankets.
In addition to the gift boxes, through generous donations
from our faculty and staff, we were able to send gift cards to
five Clarkston refugee families with children ages 1–8th grade.
We hope all the children are delighted and blessed by these
gifts!

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

FAITH IN ACTION
IGNATIAN SOLIDARITY NETWORK (ISN)

companions.

St. Thomas More is now a parish
member of Ignatian Solidarity
Network ignatiansolidarity.net/.
ISN offers programs and
resources for equity and justice.
Their mission statement: Network,
educate, and form advocates for
social justice animated by the
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola
and the witness of the Jesuit
martyrs of El Salvador and their

The STM Social Justice Education and Advocacy
Subcommittee invites you to begin participating in the
many opportunities to learn more about equity and
justice by taking the 21 Day Ignatian Racial Equity
Challenge.
Register to participate via email at
ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-racial-equity-challenge/

CREATION CARE CORNER
Weekly Stewardship Recommendation: Visit your Library
Libraries are awesome and full of
books, music, games, magazines plus
fun activities for kids and adults. If you
aren't yet a member of your local
library, please make this your first
goal.
This is a perfect place to get hold of
knowledge you need to become more sustainable, not to
mention access to the latest books, movies and music
for free and zero waste.
If your a fan of audio books, ask if your library has a free
app to borrow and download them on your device. The
Dekalb library uses OneDrive and Libby which is brilliant.
They also have many options for e-books.
dekalblibrary.org/resources/by-topic/ebooks-andeaudiobooks

COMMUNITY NEWS
CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM
An introduction to the faith & practices of Judaism, Christianity and Islam—Registration is open now at ignatiushouse.org
Tuesday evenings from 7:00pm to 9:00pm for 13 weeks, beginning Jan. 18, 2022 at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center
For more info., contact Kathy Hoffman at kdhoffman53@gmail.com.

MASS FOR THE UNBORN AND YOUTH RALLY
Fri, Jan. 21, 2022; 10:00am at the Cathedral of Christ the King. Archbishop Gregory
An introduction to the faith & practices of Judaism, Christianity and Islam—Registration is open now at ignatiushouse.org
Tuesday evenings from 7:00pm to 9:00pm for 13 weeks, beginning Jan. 18, 2022 at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center
For more info., contact Kathy Hoffman at kdhoffman53@gmail.com.

AQUINAS DAY
Thursday, January, 27, 2022, 11:00am – 1:30pm
Aquinas Day provides the opportunity for younger theologians to be introduced to Emory and the greater Atlanta
community expanding our vision into the future of theological thinking.
Aquinas Day Schedule at Emory University:
11:30am Worship Service - Cannon Chapel (located behind the Candler School of Theology)
12:00-1:30pm Afternoon Lecture - Room 360, Candler School of Theology
Lunch will be provided for those who register. Speaker: Jessica Coblentz, Ph.D. More info: https://aquinas.emory.edu/

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND
Faith, Hope and Love . . . Are these present in your marriage? Have you given up hope that they can be?
In 1 Corinthians 13:13 Jesus tells us the greatest of these is Love. Living in a marriage that is missing love can be difficult. If
you have given up hope that your marriage can and will get better, ask your spouse to consider attending a Retrouvaille
program. Retrouvaille is an international Christian-based ministry that offers a three-stage program to help couples
improve their marriages. First, a weekend program is attended, followed by post-weekend meetings. Finally, an on-going
monthly small group of couples gather for support and growth. If improving your marriage is important to you, reach out
today. For more information about our upcoming Retrouvaille Weekend, February 4-6, 2022, contact: Andy and Lilly @
770.912.4743 or visit our website: HelpOurMarriage.org

