
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM*  
*(outdoor, if above  

40° and no rain)  
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

NURSERY  
Due to COVID-19, the  

nursery will be closed until  
further notice.  

 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         December 12, 2021—3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

All men of the parish are invited to a Men’s 
Advent Morning of Reflection. Register  
today: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

    WOMEN’S ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 

The Women’s Advent by Candlelight annual event was held on Monday,  
Dec 6th in Mulhern Hall. The women of the parish gathered to enjoy an  
evening of food, celebration and fellowship. Dr. Kathryn Hamrlik, chair of the 
theology department at Marist High School gave an Advent reflection to start 
off the night. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

The parish office will be closed 
Thursday, December 23rd, 2021 
through January 3rd, 2022 for  
Christmas and New Year. For  
sacramental emergencies, please  
call 678-337-8910   

  

  ADVENT & CHRISTMAS @ STM  

 See page 7 for the 2021 Advent      
 and Christmas schedule. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., Dec.13th      Jos Vatanirappel † 
                            Albert Ellis 

Tues., Dec. 14th      Arleen Benoit 
Wed., Dec. 15th      Elizabeth Milder Beh † 
Fri., Dec. 17th        Frank Gambino † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Fisseha Bartolomeos, Bob and Diane Sykes, Albert Ellis, 
Janice Cecil, Marge Pina, Gloria Anderson, William Monahan, 
Edward Dieser Jr., David Moss, John Boyle, Linda Abboud, 
Mary Maher, PJ McNeil, and Richard White 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Mon., Dec. 13   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    
Tues., Dec. 14   RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
 

Wed., Dec. 15   Advent Reconciliation Service—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Church 
    Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
 

Sat., Dec. 18   As Joseph Waits: Men’s Advent Morning of Reflection—11:30am—Church 
    Praying with Icons (registration required)—7:00pm to 9:00pm—Mulhern Hall 
 

Sun., Dec. 19   Croatian Catholic Community Mass—1:00pm to 2:30pm—Church  

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant  
sassefa@stmga.org  
 
Amy O’Neill, Administrative Assistant  
aoneill@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
For general inquiries email,  
parishoffice@stmga.org  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ December Prayer  
Intention—Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists,  
summoned to announce the Word of 
God: may they be its witnesses, with 
courage and creativity and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&&jsenabled=1&winh=880&winw=1920&inifr=false#
mailto:parishoffice@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


RECONCILIATION AND HEALING 

The STM Advent Reconciliation Service is Wednesday,  
December 15th at 7:00pm 
 
Advent is a wonderful time to celebrate the reconciling love 
and the healing graces our Lord offers us.  Like all religious 
experience, it takes preparation. 
 
Preparing 
Reconciliation is what God does.  We prepare for it by  
opening ourselves up, by reflecting upon the areas of  
darkness in our lives into which God so deeply desires to 
shine a light.  It might begin with the simple question: 
Where might God be offering me forgiveness and healing? 
If my answer is, "I don't know," then I have some reflection 
to do.  I can examine my life - what I have done and what I 
have failed to do - and see what graces are offered me 
there.  If I've come through that "era" of saying that any 
guilt, anything that makes me feel bad about myself, is a bad 
thing, to be avoided at all costs, then I might have a difficult 
time coming to genuine sorrow for my sins.  If this is the 
case, I need to "go to work" on my reflection, asking God 
to rouse a sense of embarrassment, leading to deep  
sorrow, for any way I may not have been faithful, honest, 
loving, self-less or generous - in my relationship with God, 
with my family, with others.  I can look at each of my  
responsibilities—as a citizen of a city and a country and the 
world, a neighbor, an employee, a member of a parish or 
congregation, as a parent or a spouse or as a son or  
daughter.  God will always shine light into these important 
parts of our lives, to help us experience remorse and a  
genuine desire for forgiveness and healing.  The point here 
is not ultimately to focus on ourselves.  God always reveals 
us to ourselves, so that God might reveal to us our need for 
a Savior.  The focus is on God's reconciling, healing love.  As 
John says, "God showed his love for us when he sent his only 
Son into the world to give us life.   Real love isn't our love for 
God, but God's love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice 
by which our sins are forgiven." 1 John 4:9-10 
 
It may be that I have experienced troubling guilt—coming 
out of deep childhood trauma or a long-standing sense of 
shame. This may plague my ability to feel good about  
myself at all, and therefore to be able to reflect upon my 
sins - the ways I fail at loving.  I can still prepare for genuine 
reconciliation by preparing to better trust God's love for me, 
based upon two convictions:  First, God's love is  
un-conditional.   It is not conditioned on my being better, or 
my overcoming anything, or even my being good at all.  God 
just loves me.  I am always precious in the eyes of the One 
who made me and desires to embrace me with the gift of 
complete freedom, in everlasting life.  Secondly, God knows 
everything, including what I'm struggling with or suffering 
under.  And, the God of all compassion, understands me 
and loves me.  It may be that my greatest sin—the place 
where I need the greatest sorrow and desire for forgiveness 
and healing is my lack of trust in God's complete and  
unconditional love for me.  We can be certain that that is a 
gift God deeply desires to offer me. 
 
Celebrating Reconciliation 
Reconciliation is what God does.  Receiving it and  
celebrating it is what we do. For those of us who are  
Catholics, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a most natural  
 

way to celebrate God's reconciliation.  We used to think of 
this sacrament as only about "confession"—it was like a 
dumping ground for my sins, where I got forgiven, and I had 
to "pay a toll."  One of the great recoveries in our Christian 
history is to re-discover the meaning of this sacrament. 
 
It is God who forgives sins.  And God forgives us the very 
moment that we come to the experience that we need  
forgiveness (which itself comes through God's grace).  At 
that moment, I feel sorrow and a desire for forgiveness and 
healing.  In that moment, I am reconciled with God.  The 
reunion, the bond, the connection, the joy are all there. 
Three more things remain:  to receive it deep within my 
heart, to celebrate it, and to participate in the healing  
process. 
 
When I experience God's forgiveness and love, I am invited 
to savor it and let it touch me deeply.  Experiencing  
compassion, patience, understanding, and forgiveness is 
itself transforming.  If I fail to appreciate what I have just 
received - freely and undeserved - then I will take it for 
granted and risk moving on without a real healing  
happening. 
 
Then, I need to celebrate the reconciliation I have received. 
In the Sacrament of Reconciliation—individually or in  
common—I have the wonderful opportunity to ritualize that 
celebration.  In the Sacrament, my personal journey is 
joined with the mystery of God's saving love, as seen in the 
scriptures, and in God's desire to save us all.  There, in ritual 
form (even if it is just me and the priest) I "step forward" and 
admit that I am a sinner, express my sorrow, and I name the 
places in my life where God is shining a Light into what I 
have done and what I have failed to do.  Then, God's  
forgiveness is proclaimed "out loud"—for me to hear and 
rejoice in:  "May God grant you pardon and fill you with 
God's peace." 
 
Many parishes offer an Advent Communal Celebration of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It is a wonderful  
opportunity to join our sisters and brother in asking for  
forgiveness and healing during this important time of the 
year. 
 
An integral part of the reconciliation involves the healing 
process.  If I sprain my ankle, the doctor will offer me a 
number of therapies for healing—ice for the first 24 hours 
to reduce the swelling, wrapping it, elevating it, and then 
gradually and carefully using it, until it is healed and strong 
again.  Part of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is to seek 
and practice a "remedy" or "medicine" for the healing I  
desire. Often that will simply be prayer. Often, expressing 
my gratitude to God is one of the most important steps on 
the road to recovery from my independence from 
God.  Sometimes, I will need to practice a therapy that is 
more carefully planned—making choices about what I can 
practice doing and what I can practice avoiding. 
 
May our Lord grant us the gift of reconciliation, and may we 
receive it and celebrate it well in the holy days ahead. 
 
 —From Creighton University Online Ministries Praying Advent 
Resources 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry. 
There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the  
parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

* Donate via PayPal online on our website 
or by scanning this QR code. 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

December 19—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  
Christmas Day—Catholic Charities  
January 9—STM St Vincent de Paul 
January 16—Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministries 
  

Please note the parish office will be closed from Thursday, Dec 
23rd through Monday, January 2nd. If you are planning on  
dropping off a year end gift to the church, please do so by Dec 
23rd in order to be included in your 2021 tax statement. Or mail 
your gift directly to: 

St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 
Also note that in order to be included in the 2021 individual tax 
statements, the Internal Revenue Service requires that  
parishioner gifts and pledge payments to the 2021  
Archbishop's Annual Appeal, whether mailed directly by the 
individual or forwarded by the parish via UPS or FedEx, must be 
postmarked by December 31, 2021. 
  
To meet the IRS deadline, please make year end gifts to the  
Appeal online (donate.archatl.com) or mail your payment by 
December 31, directly to: 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
PO Box 2396 
Smyrna, GA 30081-2396 

 

YEAR END GIFTS 

http://www.stmga.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WioLIGfhyvHyW9R_9pkpXxtHcdDd8Gag_7i8ZKFEmnuE5RWWTeLV15YxO7BPeDxIi32D5Ig5kjAxmAuD9WX1674nOHdlFrMPq_EGBrUu0MX61jRYellSA-Vc2-Pnwb0aM3dUTTzAewQSk80uKF_o3w==&c=yS-pTglQ5_Dfk4Jl2PYzC67zI5cxVIJVvkg8vg9Mx5Px1X7_ZYMYZQ==&ch=s_rDW1a7kKyS


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYING WITH ICONS 

December 18, 7:00pm to 9:00pm, Mulhern Hall  
Registration deadline is December 14  
Come expand your prayer life to include the rich 
visual arts imagery of the Catholic Church. In this 
workshop we will explore the concept of Holy  
Reminders. Holy Reminders are images and icons 
familiar to our Catholic sensibilities that bring us in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus while creating them 
and when we revisit them. Each participant will  
create one Holy Reminder, made of wood and  
acrylic paint. Limited to 15 participants. Register at:  
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

 

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD 
3-Week Course, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 2, 9, 16, Zoom 
Take a deep dive into the three primary 
forms of Ignatian prayer: meditation, 
contemplation, and the Examen. Each 
week you will take a deep dive into the 
roots of these prayer methods, hear 
Ignatius’ guidance from the Spiritual 
Exercises, and have a guided prayer  
experience. Facilitated by Andy Otto. 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith   

ENCOUNTERING JESUS 
4-Week Ignatian Prayer Series, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, 
Feb. 23, Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, in-person 
Inspired by the Second Week of the Ignatian  
Spiritual Exercises, Encountering Jesus is a  
four-week (five meeting) series that invites you to 
meet the person of Jesus as you pray with gospel 
passages throughout the week. Each week you will 
share about your experiences in a small group and 
be led through a major meditation from the  
Spiritual Exercises. stmgaparish.org/adultfaith   

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 
Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom 
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library 
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s  
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com  
for the Zoom link. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
and Zoom 
The next session starts in January and will 
focus more on Ignatian prayer with Scripture 
as we begin “Ascending with Ignatius.”  
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org  

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 
Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom 
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture 
reading from a historical and theological  
perspective. Email Louanne at 
bachner@juno.com to join. 
 

CENTERING PRAYER  

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join. 

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM 

IGNATIUS HOUSE 

STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

                          Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

YOUNG CATHOLIC PROFESSIONALS NETWORKING HAPPY HOUR 

Tuesday, December 14, 7pm 
Join Young Catholic Professionals Atlanta for an evening of socializing and networking at the Bold Monk Brewing Co.! Meet 
and mingle with other young or experienced professionals from across the Atlanta area and learn how YCP Atlanta can 
empower both your professional and faith life. All professionals are welcome to attend! Register at ycpatlanta.org/events. 

 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

3-NIGHT RETREAT 

Dec. 28 at 6pm through Dec. 31 at 12:00pm 
Directed by Fr. Peter Fink, SJ 
Rest and renew heart, mind, and soul on a 
weekend retreat at Ignatius House. Your  
retreat will draw from a nearly 500-year-
old tradition called “Ignatian spiritualty,” 
developed from the life and prayer of 
Spanish soldier-turned-saint Ignatius of  
Loyola. Ignatian spirituality invites us into a 
life-giving relationship with God and  
neighbor through prayer and contemplation. 

mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
mailto:bachner@juno.com
mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS        

5TH GRADE SNOW VILLAGE ENRICHES STUDENT 

MINDS AND OUR CHRISTMAS DECOR! 

Ghost of Christmas Past visits STM! Our 5th graders 
transport us to Christmas past with the Dickens’ inspired 
snow village they created as part of a Language Arts project. 
They began with researching Charles Dickens and will  
conclude with a ‘six room poem’ using their senses to  
describe the village. What a beautiful Christmas gift, and  
it’s available for your enjoyment in the school entryway!   

VIRTUAL KINDERGARTEN Q&A FOR PROSPECTIVE 

PARENTS 

On Wednesday, Dec. 15th at 9:30am, join us in a unique 
admissions event for prospective parents of  
kindergarteners. Meet and engage with our kindergarten 
teachers to learn how our kindergarten students experience 
joy in learning, learn to find God in all things, and live their 
Catholic faith in action, all within the support of a loving 
community. Our K-8th Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
models the Jesuit traditions of the development of the 
whole child. Register at stmga.org. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/. 

 

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Choir rehearsals will be held Sundays at 10:15am in the 
church. Everyone who is interested in singing and joining us 
for the Christmas season is welcome to attend.  
 

CROATIAN MASS & GATHERING 

There will be a Croatian Catholic Community Mass 
from1:00pm to 2:30pm in the Church on Sun., Dec. 19th  

followed by a gathering in Mulhern Hall. 
 

SPARK CATECHIST NEEDED! 
First Grade, Section B is looking for a 
trained, cleared adult to serve as a cat-
echist for the remainder of the year.  
Section B doesn't meet more than 
twice a month. Lessons are built for 

you and you have a co-catechist to support you. Also, your 
kid(s) attend SPARK for free. If you're interested, please 
know that you'll have to undergo an in-house background 
check, and complete VIRTUS training before meeting with 
the kiddos. "Start date" is Sunday, January 16, 2022. 
Questions? Reach out to Stewart Voegtlin: 
svoegtlin@stmga.org 
 

OUTDOOR MASS—COLD WEATHER PLAN 
With cold weather approaching, we will begin a 
new practice for the location of the 10:15am 
Sunday Mass. Whenever the temperature is 
below 40° the Mass will be celebrated in the 
church rather than outside in the courtyard.  

 

#IGIVECATHOLIC UPDATE  

Thanks to our donors who helped us raise $4,242! We will 
use the funds to help upholster the kneelers in the Church. 

 

 

 

 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD CATECHIST 

TRAINING  

Begins February 5, 2022 
Are you seeking to contribute to the life of the children in 
our parish? Consider being trained as a catechist for our 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) program, a  
Montessori-based model that emphasizes encounter with 
Jesus. CGS is a non-traditional catechesis method, where 
children lead and our faith’s principles are shared through 
Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s ap-
proach enable both catechist and catechumen to interact 
imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their  
relationship with Jesus.  
 

We are looking for those who would like to be trained as 
catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages  
3-6). Training begins February 5 and concludes in the  
summer, totalling 90 hours. You will grow in your faith in 
this journey! If you’re a creative person that wants to share 
your gifts and talents with this parish’s children in a big way, 
please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  
 

https://www.stmga.org/virtual-kindergarten-qa-registration/
https://www.stmga.org
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&&jsenabled=1&winh=880&winw=1920&inifr=false#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stmga&&jsenabled=1&winh=880&winw=1920&inifr=false#
https://mailto:aotto@stmga.org


 

FAITH IN ACTION      ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2021 

COMING SOON: CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM 

An introduction to the faith & practices of Judaism, Christianity and Islam  

In today’s world, knowing something about what other religions believe and practice can be essential to 
making sense of the daily news – around the globe and within our own community. 
How would you rate your religious literacy? 
If you’re one of those people who have said, “Someday, I’d like to learn more about …..” (name the 
religion of your choice), then this study is for you! Class size is limited. Registration is OPEN NOW @  
ignatiushouse.org Tuesday evenings from 7-9pm - 13 weeks, beginning January 18, 2022 at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat 
Center For more information, contact Kathy Hoffman at kdhoffman53@gmail.com. 
 

MASS FOR THE UNBORN AND YOUTH RALLY  
Fri, Jan. 21, 2022; 10:00am at the Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699 Peachtree Road, Atlanta. Archbishop Gregory J.  
Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will be the principal celebrant. A Youth Rally for Life for high school students will be from 11:00am 
to 1:15pm. in the Hyland Center. Registration for the rally is required. Contact: Joey Martineck, director of Respect Life  
Ministry for the Archdiocese of Atlanta, at jmartineck@archatl.com.  
 
 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION: 
Store-bought Christmas cards are rich, 
elegant, and expensive. They also  
consume a huge amount of natural  
resources for a throw-away item. The 
amount of cards sold in the US during the 
holiday season would fill a football field 10 
stories high, and requires the harvesting of 
nearly 300,000 trees. 
 
Homemade cards may not be as professional, but they 
are more personal and just as appreciated. Making the 
cards is also a fun activity for the family during the weeks 
before Christmas. 

Last year’s calendar and Christmas cards you received is a 
good place to start when making homemade cards, since 
the images are large, colorful and printed on heavy paper 
similar in weight to card stock. Cut out sections of pictures 
and ‘glue-stick’ them to a folded-over piece of paper. 

Children’s art work is another good source for Christmas 
card pictures. Even the ‘scribblings’ of the wee-ones are 
interesting, fun and especially appropriate for the season. 
Simply cut out sections of the artwork which look best, 
and glue-stick it to a card of the required size. 

Making your own cards is easy if you have the material to 
work with. Try to get in the habit of saving pieces of heavy 
paper (good one side) to use as the backing for your glued
-on pictures. “Card stock” is the ideal weight, and even 
small pieces are worth saving. 

How to Have a ‘Green’ Christmas | Eartheasy Guides & 
Articles 
https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/how-to-have-a-green-
christmas/ 

Wednesday, December 15— 
Advent Reconciliation Service, 7:00pm 
 

Saturday, December 18— 
As Joseph Waits: Men’s Advent Morning of Reflection 
Church, 9:00am 

 

Friday, December 24— 
Christmas Eve 
NOTE: Attendance at each Mass limited to 300; reservations 
open November 29th on the parish website. 
 2:00pm Mass 
 2:15pm Mass (gym) 
 4:00pm Mass 
 4:15pm Mass (gym) 
 6:00pm Mass 
 9:15pm Lessons and Carols 
 10:00pm Mass 
 

Saturday, December 25— 
Christmas Day 
NOTE: Attendance at each Mass limited to 300; reservations 
open November 29th on the parish website. 
 9:30am Mass 
 11:00am Mass 
(no afternoon confessions; no 5:30pm Vigil Mass for Sun.) 
 

Sunday, December 26 
Solemnity of the Holy Family 
 

Saturday, January 1 
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 
(not a Holy Day of Obligation) 
Masses: 
Friday, Dec 31 at 5:30pm 
Saturday, Jan 1 at 10am 
 

Sunday, January 2 
Epiphany 
 

Sunday, January 9 
Baptism of the Lord 

ADVENT AT STM 

CHRISTMAS AT STM 

mailto:jmartineck@archatl.com
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