
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM*  
*(outdoor, if above  

40° and no rain)  
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

NURSERY  
Due to COVID-19, the  

nursery will be closed until  
further notice.  

 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         December 19, 2021—4th Sunday of Advent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 
Friday, December 24— 

Christmas Eve 
2:00pm Mass 

2:15pm Mass (gym) 
4:00pm Mass 

4:15pm Mass (gym) 
6:00pm Mass 

9:15pm Lessons and Carols 
10:00pm Mass 

 
Saturday, December 25— 

Christmas Day 
9:30am Mass 

11:00am Mass 
 (no afternoon confessions; no 

5:30pm Vigil Mass for Sun.) 

 
Sunday, December 26  

Solemnity of the Holy Family  
 

Saturday, January 1  
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God  

(not a Holy Day of Obligation)  
Masses:  

Friday, Dec 31 at 5:30pm  
Saturday, Jan 1 at 10am  

 
Sunday, January 2  

Epiphany  
 

Sunday, January 9  
Baptism of the Lord  

  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

The parish office will be closed  
Thursday, December. 23rd, 2021 
through January 3rd, 2022 for  
Christmas and New Year. For  
sacramental emergencies, please  
call 678-337-8910.   

CHRISTMAS PARKING REMINDER 
The First Christian church is letting our 
parishioners use their lot for the 2pm 
and 10pm Masses only. Parking is 
available in the Post Office upper & 
lower lots after it closes (around 2pm 
on Christmas Eve).  Don’t park by the 
no parking signs, including the drive 
way by the rectory.  Be aware that  
tickets may be issued if you are parked 
illegally.   

CHRISTMAS AT ST THOMAS MORE   

 
Note: Attendance at each Christmas Mass is limited to 300;  
reservations are available on the parish website. 



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will   
remember the following persons along with all the living and 
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

Mon., Dec. 20th      Joseph McEvoy † 
   Elizabeth Cartiglia † 
Wed., Dec. 22nd     Bob and Diane Sykes  
Fri., Dec 24th          Cynthia Meyers White † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the 
sick or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We 
will not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying 
for someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, 
you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have 
the express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
Gloria Anderson, Arleene Benoit and Janice Cecil 
 

Pray for those who were married: 
Whitney Haase and Joseph McGinn  

Pray for those who are sick: 
Alexander Whan, Fisseha Bartolomeos, Bob & Diane Sykes, 
Albert Ellis, Marge Pina, William Monahan,  
Edward Dieser Jr., David Moss, John Boyle, Mary Maher, PJ 
McNeil 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., Dec. 20   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    
Tues., Dec. 21   RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
 

Wed., Dec. 22   Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
 

Sat., Dec. 18   As Joseph Waits: Men’s Advent Morning of Reflection—11:30am—Church 
    Praying with Icons (registration required)—7:00pm to 9:00pm—Mulhern Hall 
 

Mon., Dec. 27   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant  
sassefa@stmga.org  
 
Amy O’Neill, Administrative Assistant  
aoneill@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
For general inquiries email,  
parishoffice@stmga.org  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ December Prayer  
Intention—Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists,  
summoned to announce the Word of 
God: may they be its witnesses, with 
courage and creativity and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

mailto:parishoffice@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


DINNER PRAYERS FOR THE SECOND PART OF ADVENT, DEC 17–24  

In the second part of Advent, these last eight days before Christmas, our main attention 
shifts away from the first readings to the Gospel. Now the gospel brings us to our  
celebration of Christmas. The gospels are taken from the infancy narratives of Matthew 
and Luke. It is Jesus' family story, and we are introduced to his mother, Mary, his  
cousins Elizabeth and Zechariah and their baby, John. We read of Joseph and Mary and 
of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. 

Each of these days, the first reading is taken from the Hebrew scriptures, and chosen to 
match the gospel. In many cases we can imagine Matthew or Luke having the first  
reading open on their desks while they wrote the gospel. 

So, we can read the gospel first and then read the first reading.  The sense of anticipa-
tion and fulfillment builds as we read the story of the preparation for Jesus' first coming into this world for us. 

If we find that we didn't create the daily time for Advent prayer we had intended to, these eight days are the perfect place 
to begin. All it takes is a few minutes over dinner or breakfast, one lit candle or four - or none - and a moment to hold up 
to God the desire in our hearts. 

It's good to remember that there is not a single right way to do any of these prayers and rituals — the point is to have 
some brief period in the day to focus our intentions on Advent, to feel the hopes and promises of our God for us and for 
this day. These prayers are a starting point. Feel free to re-write or adapt them so they work best in your situation. 

When it's hard to slow down: 
Loving God, the days are drawing close to the birth of your 
son. There is a lot we still need to "do" but help us to simp-
ly "be" and to slow down and savor these days. You know 
the anticipation we feel. Help us to deepen that sense and 
to allow it to build in our hearts. We are grateful for this 
great gift of your son in our lives. Continue to offer us the 
gentle nudge of your grace so we cherish that gratitude in 
the busy-ness of our days, and let it move us to be more 
generous to those around us. 

Reflect: 

• Did I find an Advent moment in my day today? 

• What do I want to slow down and savor in these days? 

Praying for my Family:  
Jesus, our family is not as "ideal" as I want it to be. There is 
arguing and silence. Money, jobs and small differences be-
tween us add tension to our lives. I want to live more simp-
ly but I keep getting sidetracked, not just by shopping and 
decorating, but by envy and petty annoyances. 

Jesus, let me turn and really see you and Mary and Joseph. 
Let me remember your ancestors as Matthew tells the sto-
ry. There are kings, but not very perfect. There are women, 
but each of them "odd" in some way: a foreigner, a prosti-
tute, a pregnant, unmarried mother. Yet this is your family, 
a sacred heritage. 

Help me to love my family more freely, to find the generosi-
ty to unlock my heart and stop judging and to embrace and 
love to their imperfections, just as you hold my mine so 
closely. May the candles we light tonight, help us to re-
member to be the light in each other's lives. 

Reflect: 

• With whom can I be more patient, more forgiving, more 
affirming, more loving? 

 

Prayer of Awareness in this Day: 
Jesus, your cousin Zechariah did not speak for many 
months but when his son John, was born, he spoke words 
of praise and thanksgiving as he finally came to trust that 
nothing is impossible for you. Help us to carry that kind of 
trust and gratitude in our hearts today. We are invited to 
be instruments in God's plan. Help us to hear that invita-
tion you offer us daily, and to accept it with trust and grati-
tude. Help us to open our eyes and ears to those people 
you bring into our lives today. May the deep and lavish love 
you show us open our hearts to recognize those people 
who need our care the most. 

Reflect: 

• How are you opening me to trust you more deeply? 

• For what grace in my day today can I give you thanks? 

Praying for Courage and Strength: 
Oh, Jesus, what courage it must have taken Mary and Jo-
seph to make that trip to Bethlehem. She was so near her 
time of delivering, and she left her family and traveled with 
Joseph for the census. With no place to sleep, they both 
must have felt some fear. 

Yet over and again you offered reassurance: Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Joseph, do 
not be afraid to take Mary into your home. Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah. And to the shepherds, Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy. 

The story of your nativity is filled with comfort and courage, 
for them and for us. Give us the strength we need and help 
us to see those around us who are in fear and need our 
support on this day. 

Reflect: 

• Who did I meet today who needs courage and support 
from me?  

Adapted from the Creighton University Online Ministries Praying Advent Resources  



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are availa-
ble under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry. 
There are several ways to contribute.  
 

* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.  
 

* Send your offering in the mail to the  
parish office at:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

* Donate via PayPal online on our website 
or by scanning this QR code. 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Christmas Day—Catholic Charities  
January 9—STM St Vincent de Paul 
January 16—Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministries 
Febuary 14—STM St Vincent de Paul 
March 2—Ash Wednesday—Serve Haiti 
March 6—Black and Indian Missions 

Please note the parish office will be closed from Thursday, Dec 
23rd through Monday, January 2nd. If you are planning on  
dropping off a year end gift to the church, please do so by Dec 
23rd in order to be included in your 2021 tax statement. Or mail 
your gift directly to: 

St. Thomas More Church 
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
Decatur GA 30030-2951  

 
Also note that in order to be included in the 2021 individual tax 
statements, the Internal Revenue Service requires that  
parishioner gifts and pledge payments to the 2021  
Archbishop's Annual Appeal, whether mailed directly by the 
individual or forwarded by the parish via UPS or FedEx, must be 
postmarked by December 31, 2021. 
  
To meet the IRS deadline, please make year end gifts to the  
Appeal online (donate.archatl.com) or mail your payment by 
December 31, directly to: 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
PO Box 2396 
Smyrna, GA 30081-2396 

 

YEAR END GIFTS 

http://www.stmga.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WioLIGfhyvHyW9R_9pkpXxtHcdDd8Gag_7i8ZKFEmnuE5RWWTeLV15YxO7BPeDxIi32D5Ig5kjAxmAuD9WX1674nOHdlFrMPq_EGBrUu0MX61jRYellSA-Vc2-Pnwb0aM3dUTTzAewQSk80uKF_o3w==&c=yS-pTglQ5_Dfk4Jl2PYzC67zI5cxVIJVvkg8vg9Mx5Px1X7_ZYMYZQ==&ch=s_rDW1a7kKyS


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD 
3-Week Course, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 2, 9, 16, Zoom 
Take a deep dive into the three primary 
forms of Ignatian prayer: meditation, 
contemplation, and the Examen. Each 
week you will take a deep dive into the 
roots of these prayer methods, hear 
Ignatius’ guidance from the Spiritual 
Exercises, and have a guided prayer  
experience. Facilitated by Andy Otto. 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith   
 

HIDDEN MERCY BOOK STUDY 
AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories of  
Compassion in the Face of Fear The height of the 
AIDS crisis in the United States in the 1980s and 
1990s left many profound stories that remained  
untold. In Hidden Mercy, gay Catholic journalist  
Michael O’Loughlin uncovers the stories of Catholics 
who at great personal cost chose compassion. A 
compelling picture of those who responded to  
human suffering with mercy, offering insights for 
LGBTQ and other people of faith struggling to find  
a home in religious communities today. Tuesdays, 
Jan. 18 – Feb. 22, 7pm, Zoom. Register at: 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith   
 

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE NOW?  
The Spiritual Journeys of American Millennials  
Sunday, Jan. 23, 7-9pm, St. Julie Room 
What happens to your spiritual and religious beliefs 
over time? Six diverse Americans—a Catholic,  
Pagan, Jew, Muslim, Lakota, and Buddhist—share 
their spiritual struggles and aspirations, and how 
their beliefs have changed after 17 years, from 
teens to adult. As religious polarization becomes 
more prominent and as young people disengage 
from religion, this documentary grapples with the 
question of religious belief. Discussion will follow 
the film.  
 

FINDING GOD IN THE NEW YEAR: LOOKING AT GOD,  

LOOKING AT YOU  
Saturdays, Jan. 8 and Jan. 15, 10am. $15 fee 
This two Saturday series will use Ignatian  
meditation, the Examen, and SoulCollage® to allow 
participants to create cards for prayer and  
meditation that invite them into deeper relationship 
with where God is working in their unique stories. 
The first Saturday, we will look at the "big picture" — 
looking with God, looking at the World. What is God's dream for the 
world? Where are you being invited to co-create in that dream? Allow 
God to dream with you as you make a SoulCollage® card for prayer, 
meditation, and reflection.  
 

The second Saturday, we will look more deeply into our individual sto-
ries. Where is God at work in your one and unique life? How might God 
be inviting you to grow through your own unique gifts, talents, and even 
weaknesses. Again, we will be making cards together for use in prayer, 
meditation, and reflection. No artistic skills are needed and all materials 
will be provided, though participants are invited to bring images to use 
in collage. Saturdays, Jan. 8 and Jan. 15, 10am. $15 fee. Register at: 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 
Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom 
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library 
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s  
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com  
for the Zoom link. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
and Zoom 
The next session starts in January and will 
focus more on Ignatian prayer with Scripture 
as we begin “Ascending with Ignatius.”  
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org  

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 
Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom 
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture 
reading from a historical and theological  
perspective. Email Louanne at 
bachner@juno.com to join. 
 

CENTERING PRAYER  

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join. 

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM 

IGNATIUS HOUSE 

STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

3-NIGHT RETREAT 

Jan. 6, 2022 @ 6:00pm - Jan. 9, 2022 @ 12:00pm  
Directed by Fr. Bill 
Noe, SJ—Rest and  
renew heart, mind, 
and soul on a  
weekend retreat at 
Ignatius House. Your 
retreat will draw from a nearly 500-year-old 
tradition called “Ignatian spirituality,”  
developed from the life and prayer of  
Spanish soldier-turned-saint Ignatius of  
Loyola. Ignatian spirituality invites us into a 
life-giving relationship with God and neighbor 
through prayer and contemplation. More info 
and register: www.ignatiushouse.org 
 

2-NIGHT YOGA RETREAT   

January 14, 2022 @ 6:00 pm - January 16, 
2022 @ 12:00 pm  
Directed by Kimberly Nettuno, RYT—In Psalm 
143: 10, the Psalmist prays, "Teach me to do 
your will, for you are my God. May your kind 
spirit guide me...." As we enter the New Year, 
we often do so with a list of resolutions to 
encounter transformation. More info and 
register: www.ignatiushouse.org 

mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
mailto:bachner@juno.com
mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/2-night-yoga-retreat-jan2022/


PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS        
FAMILIES HELP KEEP THOSE IN NEED WARM 

St. Thomas More Pack 
551 collected 326 winter 
items collected from our 
generous STM families in 
their recent Coat Drive! 
Coats, scarves, hats, 
gloves, and more have 
been distributed to those 
in need through a local 
elementary school and 
Carrie’s Closet just in time 
for the holidays.   

 

REDIRECT YOUR TAX DOLLARS TO BENEFIT  

CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND STM SCHOOL!  

If you are a Georgia taxpayer, 
you can make a contribution to 
GRACE and direct 100% of 
your contribution to STM 
School for scholarships in  
exchange for a generous tax 
benefit created by the Georgia 
legislature – a 100% tax credit. 
For more info, please visit 
gracescholars.org. 
 

 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Whitney Haase and Joseph McGinn were recently married  
at St. Thomas More.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPARK CATECHIST NEEDED FOR FIRST GRADE! 
We are looking for a trained, cleared adult to serve as a  
catechist for the remainder of the year. Lessons are built  
for you and you have a co-catechist to support you. If you're 
interested, please know that you'll have to undergo an  
in-house background check, and complete VIRTUS training 
before meeting with the kiddos. "Start date" is Sun., Jan. 16, 
2022. Contact Stewart Voegtlin: svoegtlin@stmga.org 

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP  

Build community with other parents with younger children, 
pass on toys or clothes, chat about parenting, or just make 
new friends. The group meets on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month after the 10:15am Mass at the church playground  
for fellowship and coffee.  
 
 

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Choir rehearsals will be held Sundays at 10:15am in the 
church. Everyone who is interested in singing and joining us 
for the Christmas season is welcome to attend.  
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD CATECHIST 

TRAINING  

Begins February 5, 2022 
Are you seeking to contribute to the life of the children in 
our parish? Consider being trained as a catechist for our 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) program, a  
Montessori-based model that emphasizes encounter with 
Jesus. CGS is a non-traditional catechesis method, where 
children lead and our faith’s principles are shared through 
Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s ap-
proach enable both catechist and catechumen to interact 
imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their  
relationship with Jesus.  
 

We are looking for those who would like to be trained as 
catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages  
3-6). Training begins February 5 and concludes in the  
summer, totalling 90 hours. You will grow in your faith in 
this journey! If you’re a creative person that wants to share 
your gifts and talents with this parish’s children in a big way, 
please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.  
 

OUTDOOR MASS—COLD WEATHER PLAN  

With cold weather approaching, we will begin a new practice 
for the location of the 10:15am Sunday Mass. Whenever the 
temperature is below 40° the Mass will be celebrated in the 
church rather than outside in the courtyard.  

https://gracescholars.org/
https://mailto:aotto@stmga.org


 

FAITH IN ACTION    

COMING SOON: CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM 

An introduction to the faith & practices of 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

In today’s world, knowing something about 
what other religions believe and practice 
can be essential to making sense of the 
daily news – around the globe and within 
our own community. 

How would you rate your religious literacy? 
If you’re one of those people who have said, “Someday, I’d 
like to learn more about …..” (name the religion of your 
choice), then this study is for you! Class size is limited.  
Registration is open now at ignatiushouse.org Tuesday  
evenings from 7-9pm for 13 weeks, beginning Jan. 18, 2022 
at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center For more info.,  
contact Kathy Hoffman at kdhoffman53@gmail.com. 
 

MASS FOR THE UNBORN AND YOUTH RALLY  
Fri, Jan. 21, 2022; 10:00am at the Cathedral of Christ the 
King, 2699 Peachtree Road, Atlanta. Archbishop Gregory J.  
Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will be the principal celebrant. A 
Youth Rally for Life for high school students will be from 
11:00am to 1:15pm. in the Hyland Center. Registration for 
the rally is required. Contact: Joey Martineck, director of  
Respect Life Ministry for the Archdiocese of Atlanta, 
at jmartineck@archatl.com.  

YOUNG ADULT ADVENT GET TOGETHER 
The STM young adult group celebrated Advent with trivia 
and fellowship last week at Monday Night Garage in the 
West End.  
 
Keep in touch and learn about other informal gatherings 
and events taking place that might be of interest to YAM. 
Email aotto@stmga.org to join.   
 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS    YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

Weekly Stewardship Recommendation: 
Find Alternatives to Wrapping Paper  
Half of the paper America consumes each year is used to wrap and decorate consumer products.  In the US, the annual 
trash from gift wrap and shopping bags totals over 4 million tons. If everyone wrapped just three gifts in reused paper or 
fabric gift bags, it would save enough paper to cover 45,000 hockey rinks.  
1. Use Environmentally Friendly Wrapping Paper—Choose wrapping paper made using fibers such as hemp, or paper 
using recycled content. 
2. Avoid Buying Glossy Foil or Metallic Wrapping Paper—You can do a beautifully wrapping job for your gifts without  
having to use metallic wrapping paper. This kind of ‘paper’ is difficult to recycle, 
3. Reuse Gift Wrap Where Possible—Large wrapped presents usually have large enough flat sections to be reused for 
wrapping smaller gifts. If you open large gift packages with care, the paper can be set aside for reuse for other gift-giving 
occasions. Fancy ribbons and bows, of course, can be stored in a box till next year when you ’ll appreciate having them 
around and not having to buy new ones. 
4. Use Tape Sparingly, Or Not At All—If you’re going to use ribbon to finish off your wrapping, you may not need to use 
tape. By not using tape, more of the wrapping paper can be reclaimed, and it ’s easier for the recipient to save the  
wrapping for reuse. 
5. Choose Alternatives to Commercial Gift Wrap—There are many options which are cost-free, attractive solutions. Gift 
bags can be made using fabric scraps, or wrapping can be made using comic strips from the paper, old calendars, maps, 
posters and more.  
 
For more ideas, visit our page: https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/gift-wrapping-alternatives/ 

CHRISTMAS GIVING OPPORTUNITY  

STM Social Justice Education & Advocacy Subcommittee has partnered with Catholic Charities Atlanta to serve North  
Indian Creek Elementary School in Clarkston with after school tutoring and enrichment opportunities. This wish list  
includes school supplies in addition to other practical items that will support refugee families in the refugee resettlement 
program. Donate by December 31st for your 2021 taxes! The wish list can be found here: stmgaparish.org/wishlist 

mailto:jmartineck@archatl.com
mailto:aotto@stmga.org?subject=Join%20GroupMe%20Request

